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f PREFACE, 


As many of the fymptoms of Gonorrhoea and 


‘Lues Venerea become frequent objects of the furge- 


on’s attention, I at one time meant to have intro- 
duced a treatife on thefe difeafes in the Syftem of 
Surgery publifhed fome years ago, but I was prevent- 
ed from doing fo, by different publications upon the 
fame fubject being announced about the fame period. 

As thefe works have fince made their appearance, 
and, as fome of them have been very favourably re- 
ceived, it may be imagined, that farther writings upon 
this fubjeét can fcarcely at prefent be required. It 
muft indeed. be admitted that many valuable publi- 
cations have come forth within thefe few years upon 
this branch of the profeffion ; particularly one by Mr. 
John Hunter of London, intituled, A Treatife on 
the Venereal Difeafe; and another intituled, Practical 
Obfervations on Venereal Complaints, by Doétor 
Swediaur. But although much information may be 
obtained from both of thefe works, as well as from 


~fome other late publications upon “this fubject, there 


is {till much left for others to elucidate. Such is the 
effect of experience and obfervation, that farther ad- 
vantages are daily accruing from the labours of in- 
dividuals in the treatment of this as well as of al- 
moft every other difeafe; and as this [ hope will 
in fome degree appear from the prefent publication, 


¢ 


vi’ “ “PREFACE. 
fo I fhall ftill expec a find that the future endea- 


vours of others will prove yet more fuccefsful. 
Among other poinis which I have more particu- 
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larly attempted to elucidate, the treatment of Gonor- 


thoea by injections, and the quantity of mercury to 
be exhibited in Lues Venerea, are, perhaps, the moft 
important; and I flatter myfelf that I have given 
views concerning them, which, in practice, will be 
found to merit attention. ‘The cure of Gonorrhoea 
by injections is, nd doubt, very univerfally practiled ; 
but while in a great proportion of cafes it proves 
fuccefsful, in others it’ fails entirely : The’ caufe of 
this, fo Be as I know, has never hitherto been ex- 
plained. Whether I may have conveyed an adequate 
idea of my opinion upon this point I cannot poti- 
tively fay ; but the obfervations upon which it is 
fourded are fach, that all who pay attention to the 
fubject may be enabled readily to afcertain fuch ca- 
fes as will yield to injections, as well as thofe in 
which no advantage is to be expected from them. 

The opinion ahied I have ventured to fupport, 


of the difference between the matter of Gonorrhea, 


and that of Lues Venerea, will no doubt be bentan. 
ed by many. They ought, however, to recolle@, in 
matters of opition, which cannot be proved by de- 
monitration, that fome uncertainty muft always take 
place; and before cenfuring with feverity the opini- 
ons which others may fuggeft, they fhould contfider 
whether their own may not be equally liable to ob- 


jection. ‘Lome it appears that the reafons which I 


have adduced in fupport of my opinion are very 
conclufive, but I fhall make full acknowledgment of 
my error, if fufficient reafons fhall ever be given to 
fhow that it is ill-founded. Inthe mean time, it will 
be petceived, that the theory which I have adopted 
does not lead to any deviation from the practice which 
now generally prevails upon this point, while it ferves 
to explain more Clearly than the opinion which has 
commonly prevailed, feveral of the phenomena of the 
two difeafes, as well as the caufe of. different reme- 
dies being necefiary for each of them. 
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- PREFACE. vii 


I do not expect that practitioners of experience and 
obfervation will derive much information from this 
publication, but I am hopeful that beginners will de- 
rive fome advantage from it; for it has been equally 
my defire to exhibit a correct view of the different 
fymptoms of which I treat, and to point out the 
smethod of cure in a manner that will be clear and 
intelligible. | Where theory is ever admitted, it is 
chiefly with a view to explain; upon rational princi- 
ples, fuch points as the ingenuity of fome {pecula- 
tive writers have tended to render intricate. 
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CHAPTER I. 


Confideration of the Queftion, Whether Gonorrhea and 
Lues Venerea originate from the fame Contagion. 


_N opinion has been generally received amongft 
practitioners, that Gonorrhea Virulenta and 
Lues Venerea are of the fame nature; that they origi- 
nate from the fame contagion; and are only diftin- 
guifhed by the circumftance of Gonorrhea being a lo-- 
cal difeafe of the urethra, while the other is a general 
affection of the fyftem. But, as there is caufe to ima- 
gine that thefe difeafes arife from different fpecific 
contagions, and as the eftablifhing of one or other of 
thefe opinions muft influence the condué of the cure, 
it becomesa matter of importance to inftitute an en- 
quiry into this part of our fubjed. 

Both difeafes are contracted ina fimilar way 3 both, 
in the firft inftance, affect the genital organs; and 
they occafionally appear at the fame time in the fame 
patient: hence it has been concluded that they have 
_a common origin, and one method of cure has been 
fuppofed applicable to either. 

The refufal of fome patients to fubmit to the dif- 
trefsand inconveniency, the frequent refult of a pro- 
tracted mercurial courfe, and who neverthelefs reco- 
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Ver 22 from the ufual fymptoms of Gonorrhea, firft 
veeelted a 1 doubt. of the two difeafes being produced 
by the fame conta gion, It is well ‘known that. Lues 







‘Venerea can be certainly cured by mercury, only; and 


the opinion refpecting the exiftence of a {pecific con- 

agion of Gonorrhea, arifing from this obvious and 
marked difference in the method of cut €, appears to 
be fixed and eftablifhed by the following facts: The 


_fymptoms and confequences of Gonorrhea are perfeét- 


ly different from thofe which take place in Lues Ve- 
nerea. Both difeafes have appeared, at different pe- 
riods, in the fame countries; and, in fome inftances, 


they have remained diftin® and uncombined for a 


preat length of time. 

‘That the fymptoms of the two difeafes are differ- 
ent, isuniverfally known. A particular detail of fuch 
as are peculiar to each, will be given in the enfuing 
chapters, At prefent, ‘itis only neceffary to obferve, 
that Gonorrhea confifts ofa difcharge of puriform mat- 
ter from the urethra; which, even by thofe who fup- 
port the contrary opinion, is now admitted to be in 
almoft every inftance,; a local affeGion, and that it ve- 
ry rarely contaminates the general habit! of: body : 
while Lues Venerea is a difeafe of the conftitution, ari- 
fing from the abforption of venereal virus fr oth an 
part of the furfaee of the body, but moft frequently 
from the genitals; by which are produced buboes, ul- 
cers in various parts, particularly in the nofe ‘and 
throat, pzins and fwellings in the bones, with a vari- 
ety of Other fymptoms ev hiett it is not at prefent ne- 

effary to mention. DI cil 

‘The firft appearance of the Lues Venerea is, for'the 
most part, inthe form of achancre or {mall ulcer, in 
fome part of the penis. “ft is Ne ge ES sly admitted, 
that even the flighteft affection of this nature is apt to 
produce the pox, ora general affe Bio n of the fyftem ; 

infomuch, that no pra¢titioner of experience will trust 
whe curé of this fymptom to local remedies. If the 


fore be left to itfelf, it almoft: always s Lecomes worfe: 


‘The matter which it affords is taken up by the abforb- 
ents; and buboes, with the other Symptoms enume- 


. : 
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rated above, very certainly enfue. . Thefe ane z 
the univerfal confequences of a fore produced se 

venereal virus; but they alfo occur frequently where 
the {kin cereant found and entire; that is, abforpti-~ 


on of the venereal poifon often takes place where no 


veltige of ulceration is preceptible. This, indeed, 

is denied by many ; but 1 have met with various in- 
ftances of it, and it will be admitted by every prac- 
titioner of experience. Now, this being eftablithed, 
in the application of the venereal Virus to every other 
partof the body, ifthe matter of Gonorrhea were of 
the fame nature, why does it not, in almoft every in- 
{tance, enter the fyftem, and produce pox? So far as 
we know, the urcthrais as plentifally fupplied with 

sbferbents as other parts of the body; the fame kind 
of matter, when applied to them here, ought there- 
fore to be productive of fimilar effets: and hence Lu- 
es Venerea ought frequently, perhapsin every inftance, 
to be the confequence of Gonorrhea, were the matter 
by which the two difeafes are produced the fame. 

As this is a ftrong argument in favour of the two 
difeafes proceeding from different kinds of contagion, 
much ingenuity has been exerted by thofe who fupport 
the contrary opinion, in endeavouring toaccount for it. 

In the firft place, it has been faid, that Gonorrhea 
fomctimes terminates in pox, and, therefore, that 
this of itfelf is a fufficient proof of the two affections 
being of the fame nature. | 

Were it certain that this ever happened, no farther 
evidence would be required, as afew well-marked in- 
ftances would be conclufive ; but every unprejudiced 
practitioner will admit, that no fufficient Eres of it 
have ever occured, 

In order to fupport. this opinion, data mutt be re- 
ceived, which we know ¢o be inadmiffible. We mutt 
admit, that a perfon with chanchresonly, communi- 
cates to another, not only every fymptom of pox, but 

.of Gonorrhea, and that another with Gonorrhea on- 
ly gives to all with whom he may have connection, 
chancres with their various coniequences, ‘This ought, 
indeed, to be a very Contes eccurrenee ; infomnch, 


net 
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that every practitioner fhould be able to decide upon 
it with certainty, if this opinion was well founded: 
Inftead of which, it willbe admitted by all, that the 
one difeafe being produced by the other is even, in 
appearance, avery rare occurrence, I have paid much 
attention to the point in queftion ; and, in almoft eve- 
ry inftance, a few cafes indeed only excepted, and 
where the moft particular enquiries even were made, 
it has happened, that a perfon infected with Gonor- 
rhea has received it from another evidently labour- 
ing under that difeafe, and that chancres have been 
communicated by fuch as were diftreffed with chan- 
cres only, 

This, lam convinced, will be very commonly found 
to be clearly the cafe ; fo that afew inftances, bearing 
fome appearances of the contrary, are much more rea- 
dily explained on the idea of the two difeafes being 
produced by different kinds of contagion; and this 
may alfo be faid of the few folitary cafes that may be 
met with, of chancre being fuppofed to terminate in 
Gonorrhea, and Gonorrhea in chancre, and other 
fymptoms of pox. We can more eafily conceive that 
the fame perfon fhould, in fome inftances, receive, and 
therefore be able to communicate, both kinds of con- 
tagion, than that the incident we are confidering 
fhould be fo feldom met with, were the opinion well 
founded, of the two difeafes being originally of the 
fame nature, 

However ill founded an eftablithed opinion may be, 
if it has received the fanétion of being generally a- 
dopted, we know how difficult it is to overturn it. 
There are few who enter fo minutely into the confi- 
deration of fuch points as to be able to decide upon 
them ; and of thofe who do, there are very few who 
will take the trouble of engaging in fuch difcuflions 
as are neceflary for the conviction of others. This 
may be confidered as the chief caufe of the point in 
queftion remaining fo long in obfcurity, as well as of 
the explanation hitherto ufually given, of various cir- 
cumitancesin Gonorrhea and Lues Venerea having been 
uniformly made to fupport it, It will alfo ferve to 
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account for ecircumftances being held férth as matter 
-of fa&t, which, on inquiry, are perceived to be iil 
founded; for, when once an opinion is admitted, we 
are apt to give fuch an explanation of whatever may 
_feem to relate to it, as can in any way tend to fup- 
port it. | 
Thus, although few in the prefent age will affert 
that Gonorrhea often terminates in Lues Venerea,yet 
by many weare told, that itis very apt todo fo when 
it isimproperly treated. Whatever puts a fudden ftop 
to a fevere or copious difcharge from the urethra is 
by many fuppofed to do harm, Hence all who con- 
_demn the ufe of injections in Gonorrhea affirm, that 
_ they often convert a fimple clap into a pox, by throw- 
ing into the blood what otherwife would have been 
carried off. ‘This, however, is by no means fupport- 


“ by experience. A ftimulating inje@tion will no 





















“doubt excite pain and inflammation in the urethra; 
‘and this, in fome inftances, will be produétive of {wel- 
led teftes, and perhaps of fympathetic fwellings in the 
glands of the groin; but I have not known a {ingle in- 
_ftance of pox induced in this manner: and as I have 
| long been in the daily ufe of injections, many cafes of it 
muft have occurred, if the idea I have juft itated were 
well founded. ‘Till of late, indeed, a patient who was 
fo unfortunate asto have aclap fuddenly ftopped, was 
fo certainly confidered as poxed, that he was immedi- 
ately put under a very complete courfe of mercury, by 
which he was made to undergo a very unnecefflary and 
diftrefsful confinement. ; 
Although this practice, however, is now very com- 
monly exploded, yet there are fome who ftill adhere to 
it. Iwascalled, in April 1784, to vifit a gentleman 
who, ina Gonorrhea attended witha good deal of in- 
flammation, had been fo foolifh as to live freely, and 
oride much on horfeback. This, with the unguard- 
d ufe of a very ftimulating injection, put a fudden 
op to the difcharge ; and at the fame time it excited 
very confiderable degree of pain and inflammation 
along allthe poftericr part of the urethra, towards the 
mts, TRUM DOS! debe? Lia) a | ; ies iy 
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-proftrate sides and neck of the bladder, attended with 
.a painful and frequent. defire to make water. ~ 

On the idea of thefe being fymptoms of pox, he 
was immediately put under a courfe of mercury ; and, 
when I firft faw him, he had been ufing it for the 
{pace of fix weeks, The furgeon in attendance ac- 
knowledged thatggo advantage had been derived from 
it; and the patiefit himfelf faid that his diftrefs was 
daily increafing. They were both, therefore, eafily 
perfuaded to lay the mercury afide ; and, by the re- 
peated application of leeches to the perineum, of fo- 
mentations, and opiates, to allay the pain, the inflam- 
mation foon began to fubfide; and, in a fhort time, he 
was perfectly well. 

In December 1788, a young man cade upon me, 
with a painful hard {welling in his groin, of an oblong 
form, nearly aninch in diameter, and reaching from 
the ring in the external oblique mufcle down to the 
top of the teftis. It appeared fuddenly, about four 
months before, and feemed to be the confequence of a 
clap being too haftily ftopped. ‘He was at firft attack- 
ed with fevere pain at the neck of the bladder, which 
ftretched to the groin, and down to the teftis of the 
fame fide. This, together with a conftant and pain- 
ful inclination to void urine, rendered his life mifer- 
able. Nor washis diftrefs in any degree abated by a 
courfe of mercury which he was immediately, put un- 
der. On the contrary, the {welling, which at firft 
was not thicker than acommon quill, was now very 
confiderable. My idea of the {welling was, that at 
firft it had been merely an inflammatory affection of the 
vas deferens, which by degrees had f{pread to the reft 
of the {permatic chord; but, what was unufual, it 
had never affected either the teftis or epididemis.. As 
a confiderable quantity of mercury had _ been. taken, 
and as, inftead of proving ufeful, it had rather appear- 
ed to do harm, the furgeon whom he employed was 
eafily perfuaded to truft the cure to other remedies, 
Local bloodletting with leeches was frequently re- 
peated, both in the perineum and groin. The parts 
were regularly fomented with a folution of facchatum 
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faturni. His bowels were kept ealy with gentle lax- aN 
atives, and he was put upon a mild diet of milk and 
vegetables. In afew days the pain abated, and the 
tumour gradually leffened, till at laft, in the courfe 
‘| of five or fix wecks, it was entirely gone. 

In the courfe of laft winter, I attended two differ- 
ent patients, with alarniing fymptoms about the neck 
of the bladder, evidently induced by the improper 
management of Gonorrhea, ‘The parts in both were 
| not merely pained, but confiderably fwelled ; and, at 
| the fame time, almoft a total fuppreffion of eine took 
| place. Although in both the difcharge from the ure- 
| thra had been fuddenly ftopped, I did not advife mer- 
cury. The patients being both plethoric, were plen- 
| tifully blooded, firft at the arm, and afterwards re- 
peatedly with leeches in the perineum. This, with 
fomentations, and opiates to allay the violence of the 
pain, affifted ‘by a cooling regimen and gentle laxa- 
tives, very foon completed the cures, 

Thefe inftances are giver. out of a great number that 
might be adduced, merely to fhew, that the fymp- 
toms which fupervene on the fudden f{toppage of aclap, 
are local, and not connected with any affection of the 
conftitution, which they neceffarily would be, ifthey 
were of the "fame nature with Lues Venerea. 

It will perhaps be faid, that although this may have 
happened in a few cafes, yet that in others there has 
been caufe to fufpeét, that Lues Venerea has been the 
confequence of a clap ‘difappearine4 in this manner. In 
anfwer to this, it is fuflicient for me to fhew, that this. 
is at leaft a rare occurrence, asI think I.am intitled 
to do, from my never having met with an inftance of 
it, It has been fuppofed, that the fudden check giv- 
en tothe difcharge in cafes of clap, muft neceflarily 

throw the matter into the blood, and that pox muft 
accordingly enfue from it. Were the matter of the 
two difeafes the fame, this would happen in every in-. 
ftance; fo that, when we can fhow that it feldom hap~ 
pens even.in appearance, we are entitled, from this 
“argument alone, to conclude, that they are produced 
by two different kinds of contagion; and, where pox 





SOR aptebtbes. Vi ! 
24. ON GONORRHOEA VIRULENTA, Ch. I. 


has appeared at the fudden termination of Gonorrhea, 
that the two kinds of infection had either been com- 
municated together; or, what may more frequently 
perhaps be the cafe, the patient will be found to have } 
received the pocky contagion by communication with } 
a difeafed woman at the very time he laboured under 
Gonorrhea. I have already remarked, that Lues Ve- 
nera is frequently produced by abforption while the 
{kin remains entire, and where no chancre or excori- 
ation is perceptible. There is therefore much caufe 
to imagine, that in long continued cafes of Gonorrhea, 
many may be infected with Lues Venerea by commu- } 
nication with others labouring under it ; and as this 
may happen without any external mark Be it taking | 
place, it is not furprifing that fome fallacy fhould arife | 
from this circumftance. 
The abettors of the opinion, that the matter of the } 
two difeafes are the fame, admit that Gonorrhea very 
feldom terminates in pox*, And they attempt to ac- 
count for this, that is, for the two difeafes not being 
produced more frequently by the application of the 
fame matter, by faying, that this depends upon the } 
difference of parts to which the matter is applied. | 
They divide the different furfaces of the body chief- 
ly into two kinds, what they term /ecreting furfaces 
and non-fecreting furfaces. By the firft they mean all 
the paflages for extraneous matter, including alfo the 
ducts of glands, fuch asthe mouth, nofe, eyes, arms, | 
* This is even granted by one who keenly fupports the oppofite doftrine in eve- | : 
ry other point. In fpeaking of Gonorrhea and Chancre not terminating fo fre- } 
ene ‘as might be expected in the production of each other, he fays, ‘¢ Although — 
it does not often happen, yet it fometimes does, at /eaff there is great reafon to 
6 belteve fo. I have feen cafes where a Gonorrhcea came on, and in a few days — 
<6 after in fome, in others as many weeks, a chancre has appeared; andI have 
‘¢ alfo feen cafes where a chancre has come firft, and in the courfe of its cure a | 
‘¢ running and pain in making water have fucceedcd.”” V. Treatife on the Ve- 
nereal Difeafe, by John Hunter, page 16. 
This is what every practitioner has feen; but by admitting fo clearly that it is 
a very rare occurrence, Mr. Hunter tends rather to itrengthen the contrary opi- 
nion: for, were the two difeafes produced by the fame kind of matter, the one | 
would:clearly and neceffarily oftew terminate inthe other. Inthe few cafes which 
_ Mr. Hunter, in the courfe of extenfive practice, has met with, there is more 
caufe to imagine, either that the two difeafes were communicated at ence, or 
that the one was given while the patient laboured under the other, than that na- 
ture fhould deviate fe much from her ordinary courfe as to prpdace them in a few } 


inftances fo very differently from what, rp he ha apeces in the courfe of general } 
ebfervation, | 
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and noes eg? nomfecreting furfaces, the exter- 
nal fkin ingeneral, ,T’o which they add a third kind 
of furface, leading from the one to the other, as the 
eles prolabium of the mouth, the infide of the 
lips, and the female pudendum : which fur faces, par- 
ng of the properties of each of the others, but in a 
sdegree, are capable of being affected in both Ways 
fometimes by being excited to fecretion, and at other 
es to ulceration™, 
ze Upon this, their theory; or opinion of the point in 
: quettion, is ‘attempted to be eftablifhed: When the 
contagion, either of Gonorrhea or pox, and which 
they confider to be the fame, is applied to any part of 
the external fkin, particularly to the glans penis, 
where the fkin is very thin, chancre or ulceration, 
they obferve, will moft readily enfue, as thefe are not 
fecreting furfaces ; while the fame kind of matter ap- 
plied to the urethra muft neceflarily excite Gonor- 
rhea, from this being a fecreting furface, and therefore 
not fo eafily affected with ulceration as with irritation; 
by which an increafed difcharge, attended with oie 
change in the mucus of the part, mutt accordingly be 
produced. | : 
_ This idea, however, is more ingenious than folid, 
{t might anfwer the purpofe of giving a fpecious ap- 
pearance to an ill-founded opinion, but it will not ftand 
the teft of inquiry. 

In the firft place, on the fuppofition of the matter 
of Gonorrhea and Lues Venerea being the fame, the 
latter ought to be a much more frequent occurrence 
than the former, from the greater eafe with which 
the matter of infection muft, in every inftance, be 
applied to thofe parts on which it can produce chan- 
cres than to the urethra, where, inftead of chancre 
or ulceration, it almoft always excites Gonorrhea. 
It is difficult to conceive how the matter by which 
the difeafe is communicated fhould find accefs to the 
urethra; while, on the contrary, all the external 






* Vide Join Hunter on the Venereal Difeafe, 
| D 


. 


26 On Gononanoza Fiovenrs, — Ch. 
parts of the penis, particularlythe glans, anit beeafix | 


ly and univerfally expofed to it: and yet Gonorrhea 


is a much more frequent difeafé than pox, Cafes of © 


Gonorrhea are in proportion to thofe of Chancre and 


Pox, fo far as my obfervation goes, ‘ef about three to | 







one; while it is obvious, that the very reverfe fhould 
happen’ if the two: difeates were prody < d nei ma 
kind of matter* 

Again, were this the ‘aft foul ‘we Ro 
or pte in pgs er PATTI inftance, terminat 


from én or ethies over ' the tari! sain prepuce, ‘and ‘in 
Chancre, ‘that'it is pafling from the glans into'the en- 


trance of thé urethra. It happens indeed, ‘in a few | 


inftances, (Mr. Hunter, we fee, has met. hwithy fome 
cafes of it) that the one difeafe fupervenes upon the 
other: but we have alfo feen that 'thefe'are rare occur- 
Fences; and, where they have not’ been ‘Communicat- 
ed by fubfequent- connection with an infected perfon, 

that the two difeafeshavé probably been given at one 
and thefame time. It is no argument againft this fug- 
geftion, to fay, that inftances have been met with of 


a Gonorrhea appearing during the continuance of: 


chancres of feveral ‘weeks duration, and vice verfa; 
for every practitioner ‘muft ‘have Het with inftances 
of thefe difeafes both appearing at the diftance of two 
or three months from any -ex pofure’to infe@ion, 

IT have at'this moment a gentleman under cure. for 
a deep, foul chancre, altogether within the urethra. 
It was of feveral weeks duration before {aw it, and 
yet no Gonorrhea tock place.’ He is ‘now getting well 
bya coniplete' courfe of mereury, and pipe appli- 
cation of: cauftic, 

I have met with-various' bates of ‘this, as‘every’prac- 
titioner muft have done; and, fo lately as ‘the month 


* Mr, Hunter fuppofes, that th> pripprtiont ‘the cafes of Gonorrhea. bear,te 
thofe of Chancre, is as four or five to one. Wide Treatife on the Venereal Dif- 
eafe, p. 217. This is furely a weighty argument againft the opinion he endea- 
yours to fupport, of Gonorrhea and! Chancre-proceeding from the fame cen- 
tagion. 
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| of April laft, I was called to a gentleman with a pain- 
| ful chanere on each fide of the urethra, The fore 
| extended about the eighth part of an inch up the paf- 
fage; - and the parts being much inflamed, I hefitated 
to apply -cauftic. This rendered the cure ‘tedious, but 
ftill no Gonorrhea took place. At laft, after having 
taken a confiderable quantity of mercury, and when 
the chancres were looking clean, and ima healing ftate, 
he was feized with all the {ymptoms of a fevere clap, 
with heat in making water, chordee, and a plentiful 
difcharge of a thin green matter. This, however, 
_ bore all the appearance of a recent infect on. I at 
once faid fo to my patient; and he candidly acne 
- ledgedthat he had impradently expofed himfelf, by 
having connection with a girl of the town, three or 
_ four days previous to the acceffion of thefe fymptoms. 
We may alfo remark, that the difcharge from Go- 
-norrhea frequently becomes fo acrid as to excoriate 
_ the glans and preputium, and even to excite a very 
plentiful formation of matter ; but every one knows 
that this is materially different from. chancre. It is 
_ altogether different in appearance, and fo materially 
different in its effects, that fcarcely any practitioner 
of experience will truft the cure of chancre to any 
thing but mercury, while, in the other, mercury, I 
_ imagine, is very feldom employed. However exten- 
five the excoriations may be, they are eafily r emoved 
_ by local remedies ; and I have never known an in- 
tance of pox fucceeding to this kind of treatment. 
_ Nay, I have met with various inftances of fuch affec- 
- tions, where mercury had been given in confiderable 
quantities with no advantage whatever, and where a 
cure was effected by the ufe of an aftringent wath. 
About eighteen months ago, a gentleman came to 
mie from a confiderable diftance, with an extenfive 
excoriation over all the glans and preputium, attend- 
ed with a difcharge of a large quantity of thin, offenfive 
matter, ‘The quantity of matter indeed was fo con- 
fiderable, that at firft fight it appeared to be the dif- 
charge from a very inveterate recent cafe of Gonor- 
rhea; but, on farther examination, it was found to 
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proceed entirely from the glans and prepuce, the clap 
by which it was produced being entirely gone, a 
_- He had taken mercury for the {pace of fix weeks ; 
_ and the parts had been regularly bathed in milk’ and 
water, but with no advantage. The difcharge con- 
tinued as plentiful as ever, and the preputium was be- 
ginning to acquire fome degree of thicknefs, and to be 
difficult to retra&. In the {pace of a week he was 
completely cured, merely by bathing the parts from 
time to time with brandy and water, an applying, 
during the night, a poultice ftrongly impregn ted withy 
faccharum EY abate Bian Chee Reimer nes HO * “ 
This, as well as a variety offimilar affections, rhich, 
were it neceffary, I might enumerate, clearly evince, 
not only that the matter of Gonorrhea, when confined © 
to the urethra, does not terminate in pox, but that it 
proyes equally inoffenfive to the conftitution, where 
it is even fo {harp and acrid as to excoriate the fur- 
rounding parts, This points out a very-marked dif- 
ference between the matter of the two difeafes, In 
pox, even the flighteft forenever fails to throw mat- 
ter into the fy{ftem, while the moft extenfive affetions 
proceeding from Gonorrhea are fo feldom found to in; 
jure the conflitution, that I have never met with an 
inftance of it. ~ i Tibbs peotie wehbe aaa a 
By thofe who with to fupport the oppofite doctrine, 
it is faid, that the matter of Gonorrhea would more 
frequently terminate in pox, were it not forthe mucus 
of the urethra with which it is blended, and by which 
they fuppofe it to be rendered not only milder in its 
nature, but not fo apt to be taken up by the abforbents. 
‘This, however, is merely ideal; and no proof can be 
advanced in fupport of it, Befides, the force of-the — 
argument is entirely done away, when we fee, from 
what has been obferved above, that even where the 
matter of Gonorrhea is more acrimonious than almoft 
ever occurs in cafes of Chancre, fo as in fome inftances 
to produce very extenfive excoriations, that ftill no 
affection of the conftitution enfues from it. Lefgecapets 
Nay, we fee, even in fuch difeafes as are found to 
proceed from what is termeda tranflation of the matter 
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of Gonorrhea to other parts of the body, and which 
we fuppofe to happen through the medium of the cir- 


- culation, that ftill no affection of the conftitution pro- 


ceedsfrom them. This is particularly the cafe in fuch 
inftances of ophthalmiaas fometimes proceed from Go- 
norrhea, and in which a confiderable difcharge takes 
place, of a puriform matter from the eye-lids, very 


- fimilar to the matter of arecent clap. I have alfo met 


with inftances, of patients labouring under Gonorrhea 


being feized with a fimilar difcharge from the mem- 


brane of the nofe ; but in none of thefe have I ever 


_ known Lues Venerea enfue. A confiderable number of 


examples might be adduced of each of thefe ; but the 
three following will be fufficient. | 

In the year 786, a young man applied to me, with 
avery troublefome painful difeafe in both eyes. ‘The 
eye-balls were not much inflamed outwardly ; but as 


he experienced an intenfe degree of pain from the ad- 


miflion of light, I concluded that the retina, or other 
deep-feated parts of the eye, were ina ftate of inflam- 
mation ; and the membrane of the eye-lids was not on- 
ly inflamed, but a conftant and copious difcharge took 
place from them, of a greenifh yellow matter, bearing 
much the appearance of the matter of a recent clap. | 
_ The account I received of his difeafe was this : That 
he had for eight or ten days laboured under Gonor- 
rhea, the fymptoms of which, however, were not 
more fevere than ufual; when, after being heated 
with drinking port wine, the difcharge from the ure- 
thra, which had previoufly been copious, difappeared 
almoft entirely. His eyes, almoft immediately there- 
after, became painful; and, in lefs than twenty-four 
hours, the difcharge of matter had taken place from 


_ the eye-lids. 


» The difeafe was at firft treated with blifters, flight 


evacuations of blood, and the ufual applications of oint- 


ments aid collyria. Thefe not proving fuccefsful, a 
courfe of mercury was prefcribed: but, although dif- 
ferent attempts were made with it, mifchief always 


enfued from it. It did not lefflen the difcharge, while 


jt obvioufly incrcafed the inflammation, and rendercd 
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the eyes more irritable. I therefore advifed this re. 
medy to be laidafide. A quantity of blood was taken 
from the temporal artery of one fide; fuch veffels as 
were turged upon the eye-balls were divided ; fcarifi- 
cations were made in the inflamed parts of the eye-lids; 
Laden were cay Aa over =e ell | " which opium 





In the courfe of the following year, on being attack- 
ed with Gonorrhea, but of a more violent nature than 
the former, he was again feized, after expofure to 
much cold, and riding on horfeback, to a fimilar af- 
fection of his eyes. In this inftance too, bloodletting, 
and the other remedies formerly preferibed, proved 
faccefsful ; and he has not, fince that Ehes ert had any 
return of the difeafe 7 

About two years ago, I was defired to risie a patient; 
who, during confinement from a {welled teftis induced 
by a ‘Gonoirhea, was fuddenly feized with a profufe 
difcharge of matter from one of his noftrils,very fimilar 
to the running ofaclap. The membrane of the noftril 
appeared tender, and fomewhat inflamed; but little 
er no pain occurred fromit. The difcharge from the 
urethra had diminifhed confiderably previous to the 
teftis becoming inflamed, and, on this taking place from 
the nofe, it difappeared entirely. This fuggefted the 
propriety of attempting to excite a returnof the dif- 
charge by the urethra; but no advantage being derived 
from this, I advifed the affection of the nofe to be treat- 
ed with injections fimilar to what we ufe in cafes of 
clap. An aftringent folution was thrown up, fome- 
times with a fyringe, and at other times by inferting 
abit of fponge immerfed in it up the noftril; and in 
the courfe of a few days the running ceafed entirely. 

Since that period, the fame patient has been twice af 
fected ina fimilar manner, andthe fame kind of treat- 
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ment proved equally fuccefsful. No mercury was 


‘given, and no fymptom of pox hes ever appeared. 
Inthe courfe of a few weeks after the recovery of 


this patient from'the firft attack of the difeafe, I was 
to fee afriendofhis, who for feveral years had 
iftrefled with a fimilar difcharge from both his 
ils, The running had occurred during the con- 
vance of a clap; and although it had frequently 
inifhed in quantity, yet at all times it was fo.conii~ 
derable as tobe productive of much uneafinefs. . No 
ulceration appeared on'the membrane of the nofirils, 
but it was of a deep red colour, and tender over its 
whole extent.. A variety of remedies had been em- 
ployed; and at laft, after the difeafe had gone on for 
_ upwards of three years, ‘although no other fymptom 
_ appeared, he was advifed to undergo a courfe of mer- 
cury. Thiswas doneinthe moft attentive manner ; 
‘but no advantage enfued from it. 

. Inthis fituation, I expected that the fame pian of 
treatment which proved fuwecefsful in the preceding 
cafe, and which thad alfo done fo imothers, would 
likewifeanfwer here; In this, however, I: owas dif’ 
appointed; for, although every variety of injection | 
was ufed that Ieveremployed, yet no material advan- 
_tageenfuedfromthem. ‘The running was fometimes 
‘indeed leffened by them, but it always, returned 
equally fevere as before; and although it has of late, 
even when no remedies were employed, become 
-confiderably Jefs, it fill continues in fuch quantities 
as toprove highly diftrefsful. No other fymptom of 
the difeafe, however, has ever occurred. 

Asa farther proof of the difference of the contepiens 

of Syphilis and Gonorrhea, it may be remarked, that 

_ no ftate of pox ‘has ever been known to induce ‘Go- 

norrhea, which furely would occafionally happen, if 

the two difeafes were of the fame nature. We may 

alfo remark, that, in numberlefs inftances, people 

_ have eres poxed by ‘the matter of Syphilis being by 

accidént applied toa cut or afcratch, as often happens 
with furgeons in the drefling of chancres and buboes 5 

but noone ever heard of a pox being got in this manner 
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from the matter of Gonorrhea, It has indeed been | 
faid, that chancres may be produced by infinuating a) 
the matter of Gonorrhea beneath the fkin. But ex- | 
periments upon this fubjec&t are productive of fuch } 
anxiety and diftrefs, that they never have been, nor 
ever probably will be, repeated fo f frequently as the 
nature of it would require. Nothing, herefore, can 
be admitted from thisargument ; for, 5 int rder to avoid 
fallacy, and to give fupport to the oping nm, thefe ex- 
periments would not only require to be conducted 
with accuracy, butto be numerous, and to be epeated 
ona variety of patients under every poflible yariety 
of circumftances; whereas we have heard of only a 
fingle experiment or two being made by any individual; 

and even thefe feem to have been made under . the 
management of fuch as were ftrongly and obvioufly 
biaffed infavour of one fide of the queftion. _ 

In oppofition to thefe, too,.I may mention, that, 
induced by fome late publications upon.this fubject, 
two young gentlemen of this place have made fome 
experiments upon themfelves, with a view to afcertain 
the point in difpute; but the refult was materially 
different from what appears to have happened, in the — 
experiments to which J allude. By the introduction 
ofthe matter of chancres, as well as of buboes, into | 
the urethra, fome pain and irritation were excited, but 
no Gonorrhea enfued; and, by fretting the fkin of 
the prepuce and glans witha lancet, and rubbing the 
parts with the matter of Gonorrhea, flight fores were 
produced ; but they never affumed the appearance of 
chancres, and they healed eafily without the. ufe of 
mercury.—For thereafons mentionedabove, however, 
we cannot place much dependence upon thefe or any 
other experiments that have yet been made upon this 
fubje&t; we muft ttuft therefore to experience and ob- 
fervation in the ordinary courfe of practice for means 
to afcertain it. 

‘The other fa& on which the doctrine we atteaie to 
eftablifh refts, is,that Gonorrhea and Sy philis have ap- 
peared at. different times in the fame RountTcs, and in 
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fome inftances have remiained diftin& and uncombined 
for a great length of time. 

If thefe two difeafes were of the fame nature, and 
proceeded from the fame contagion, they ought to 
have appeared nearly at the fame time in every coun- 
try to which the infection was carried. This does 
notappear, however, from the hiftory ofthe difeafe, 
to have been the cafe. From the earlier writers up- 
on this fubje&, it is evident, that the Lues Venerea 
was known in Europe at leaft forty years before the 
Gonorrhea Virulenta. Do¢tor Aftrue, whofe accu- 
racy and minute attention to this fubje& has not been 
equalled by any one, afferts, that in his time Go- 
norrhea had not been long knownin China, although 
we know that the Lues Verierea had long prevailed 
in that country: and it would appear, notwith{ftand- 
ing of any thing that has been faid to the contrary; 
that the Lues Venerea was imported to the ifland of 
Otaheite a confiderable time before Gonorrhea. It 
feems to have been carried to that and other iflands 
inthe fouth feas by the very firft European navigators 
who touched there, and to have remained diftinét, 
without being connected with Gonorrhea, for a very 
confiderable time; for when Captain Cook vifited 
thefe iflandsin hisfecond voyage, we have authority 
for faying, that Gonorrhea had not then appeared in 
them. 

Thefe hiftorical facts all tend to prove, that wines 
only one of thefe difeafes has been imported to any 
particular diftri@t, it has always remained diftinct, 
without producing the other; and which we cannot 
fuppofe would have happened, if both were formed 
_ by the fame contagion, And, in addition to thefe; I 
may add another, not lefs remarkable, the truth of 
which may be afcertained by all who incline to in- 
quire concerning it, asthe fcene of it lies in our own 
country. 

In various parts of the country of Scotland, parti- 
cularly in fome parts of the Highlands; in Galloway, 
and in Dumfries-fhire; the common people have, for 

E 
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a great length of time, been afflicted with the Lues 
Venerea, under the denomination, as they term. it, 
of Sibbens: and which, from thofe diftrefled with it 
having no communication with thofe infe&ted with 
Gonorrhea, has ftill retained its original, unmixed 
form, without a fingle inftance, fo fan asI know, of 
Gonorrhea, having been ever produced by it*. There 
is evidence, in fome of thefe diftricts, af this difeafe 
having prevailed among them for upwards, of feventy 
years: Nay, in fome of them, it is faid, from traditi- 
on, to have been left there by the foldiers of Oliver 
Cromwell, and to have been given, -fince that period, 
by one generation to another; and, although I have 
had opportunities of feeing many busdrda people la- 
bouring under it, with ulcers in the throat, nodes of 
the bones, fungous excrefcences about the anus, blot- 
ches over the body, with almoft every other {ymptom 
of Syphilis, yet not an inftance has occured to me, as . 
I have obferved above, nor have I heard of any, 
where Gonorrhea took place init. Whether it is 
trom thofe infected with it concealing it longer than 
ufually happens in towns, or what may be the caufe 
of it, I fhall not at, prefent pretend todetermine; but 
certain it is that the fymptoms produced by it are 
more inveterate than we ufually find them to be in 
the ordinary form of this difeafe. “They appear to be 
more particularly infectious; the flighteft communi- 
cation with thofe lobouring under the difeafe being 
apt to produce it.. The fymptoms {pread more ra~ 
pidly, and a greater quantity, of mercury is, for the 
moft part, required to remove them; but "ill Go- 
norrheea is never produced in any flage of the difeafe, 
A diteafe very fimilar to this broke out among the 
country people of Canada, fome years ago, owing, as 
is imagined, to Counties ens with fome of the fol- 


* ‘This muft have happened from the difeafe in thefe diftrits prevailing almoft 
entirelyamong poor country people, whofe manners do not expofe them to the ha- 
zard of being infected with Gonorrheea. None, however, can efcape the Sibbens 
who are much in company with thofe labouring under it; and fo much are they 
couvinced of its being the fame difeafe with Lues Venerea, that even thofe who 
* get itin the mof innocent manner, are fo much afhamed of it, that they never 

ipeak ef it as long as it can poffibly be kspt fecret. 
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diers quartered among them, who were infe&ted with 
Lués Venerea. It is attended, asis the cafe with the 
Sibbens in Scotland, with all the fymptoms of Syphilis 
in the moft virulent form of that difeafe; and it is fo 
very infectious as to be communicated by eating or 
drinking out of the fame veffel, or drying with the 
fame cloth that has been ufed by thofe labouring under 
it. It often enters the conflitution by abforption from 
the furface, without any previous ulceration: In 
which cafe it afterwards breaks out in buboes, nodes, 
ulcers, and other fymptoms of aconfirmed Lues; but 
not an inftance, I am informed, has happened, of Go- 
norrhea being produced by it. 

This, as well as what has occurred in the progrefs 
of Sibbens, is precifely what happened with the Lues 
Vénerea when it firft appeared in Europe, as well as 


. ata late period in the South Seas; and there cannot 


be a doubt of the fame circumftances taking place 
wherever the Syphilis only is communicated. We 
have feen, in all thefe inftances, that Gonorrhea has 
never been produced by it, which furely could not 
have happened if the two difeafes were of the fame na- 
ture, and produced by the fame contagion. They 
could never, in that cate, have remained for any 
length of time fo diftincét and precifely marked; for 
the one muft neceffarily, in almoft every inftance, 


_ have foon been productive of the other. 


As a farther fupport of this opinion, I may add, that 
if the two difeafes were of the fame nature, and pro- 
duced by the fame infection, the remedies proving 
ufeful in the one might be expected to prove likewife 
fo in the other. Inftead of this, we find that thofe 
upon which we depend with moft certainty in Go- 
norrhea, have no effect whatever in the cure of Sy- 
philis, while mercury, which isthe only remedy, as 
we have obferved above, upon which any depen- 


- dence canbe placed for the cure of Syphilis, does not, 


in Gonorrhea, produce any advantage. Nay, that 


- in fome cafes, it evidently docs harm. 


We alfo know, that Gonorrhea will often termi- 


' nate whether any remedy be employed or not, merely 


_ 


_marked, even the mildeft fymptom 
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by moderate living, and keeping the parts regularly 
clean. The difeafe by this alone will, in moft inftan- 
ces, become gradually milder, till at laft it will dif- 


_ appear entirely. No fuch thing, however happens 


ecomes daily 
worle, unlefs mercury be employed; ‘nor will any 
practitioner ofexperience truft the cure\eyen of the 
flighteft chanere to any other remedy. * 

~ Upon this evidence alone, of the method of cure of 
the two difeafes being foeflentially different, wemight 
{ think, conclude that they are different in their na- 
ture, ‘and that they proceed from different contagions, 
Were they of the fame nature, and proceeding from 
the fame caufe, it is not poflible to conceive that any 
medicine would a@as a certain cure for one and do 
harm in the other, and yet every practitioner will 
admit that mercury, is the only remedy hitherto © 
known, upon which we can depend for the cure of 
Lues Venerea, whileit evidently often does harm, as 
i have already obferved, in Gonorrhea. | 
~ If the fubject now under difcuffion was merely of a 
f{peculative nature I fhould not have entered fo mi- 
nutely into it, for in that cafe it would have been a 
matter of indifference both to practitioners and pati- 
ents whether thefe difeafes were of the fame nature or 
not; but, as the treatment of Gonorrhea ought to de-— 


in Lues Venerea. In this as we m Neon re- 


to have the point in tafe di afcertained, 





© eres Mest Pee Rese © ‘ 
CHa Pik. 
Of the Gonorrhea Virulenta. 


t 


SECT. L 


General Ovfervations on the Symptoms, erie and Seat. 
merof Gonorrhea V, irulenta. 


AVERY Serokange of matter from the urethra, ex- 
cited by impure coition, is termed Gonorrhea 
Virulenta. As the term implies a difcharge of fe- 
men, and as this difeafe is not neceflarily attended 
with any feminal evacuation, it is here obvioufly mif- 
applied ; but we think it better to retain even a faulty 
denomination when very univerfally received, than 
to incur the hazard arifing from the confufion which 
might enfue from the propofal of amendments. 

The period at which the difcharge takes place, af- 
ter expofure to infection, is always uncertain. Ihave 
known it happen ina few hours; oftenin the courfe 
of a day or two, and in fome inftances not till feveral 
weeks have elapfed. From the third or fourth day, 
to the feyenth and eighth, is the moft frequent pe- 
riod. 

_ Thisdoes not appear, however, tohave any effect 
on the nature or violence of the fymptoms. Some 
indeed have imagined, that the difeafe muft be mild 
er fevere according as it appears early or late after the 
matter of infection has been applied; but this does 
not accord with my obfervation. I have often known: 
the fymptoms mild when they appeared early after 
Fexpofure to infection, and fevere when much time 
had elapfed, In one of the moft obftinate cafes of 
Gonorrhea I have feen, the running did not appear 
tillnearly the ninth week from the time of infection. 
-A gentleman failed from Jamaica two days after having 
geonnection with a woman of fufpicious character. No 





tenped® 
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fymptoms appeared till feveral weeks had elapfed ; 
he concluded that he had efcaped; when, two days 
before coming into port, being | ‘the fifty- -eighth of 
his voyage, a very copious running ppeared. 

In fome few cafes, the difcharge takes place with- 
out the patient having any: warning of its approach; 
but, for the moft part, it is preceded, by fymptoms 
qndicating fome degree of inflammation in the urethra: 
A fenfe of fulnefs and tightnefs is felt over all the un- 
‘der part of the penis; the patient has a mote frequent 
defire than ufual to void urine, accompaniéd with a 
peculiar kind of itching heat along the urethra, at 
the fame-time that the extremity of that canaliis ob- 
ferved to be of a more deep red colour than ordinary, 
and more than ufually tender to the touch. In fome 
cafes, too, the urethra feems tobe contracted, or lef- 
{ened in its diameter; the urine coming off in a ftream 
much {maller than natural, while at other times it is 
forked, and. asif the paffage wasdivided in two. 

_ On the running appearance it is fometimes white, 

and nearly of the confiftence of purulent matter; but, 
for the moft part, it is thin, and of a yellow green 
colour. In fome. cafes it is ‘brown, refembling ‘the’ 
difcharge of old fcorbutic fores, and in others it con- 
fifts almoft entirely of blood, owing to the erofion 
or rupture of one or more blood-veffels in the urethra. 
In a great proportion of cafes, the difcharge of mat~ 
ter from the urethra, and {calding heat in making 
water, are the only fymptoms which take place; 
but in others, thefe are accompanied. with chordee, 
or painful involuntary erections ; with much uneafi- 
nefs in the teftes, which frequently become fo tender’ . 
and irritable that the flighteft touch excites pain, 
Severe degrees of pain often ftretch from the penis to 
the groins and thighs; and in fome cafes over all the 
abdominal vifcer a, particularly over the under part 
of the belly. 

- In fome cafes the chordet, and in others thefe fym- 
pater pains {tretching to the groins, and contiguous: 
Part s, are the moft san pine fymptoms of the esp 
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I have known the latter fo fevere as to render the 
patient altogether unableto take any kind of exercife ; 
while the chordee, which is ufually worft in bed, is 
apt to deprive him entirely of fleep. 

Befides thefe pains in the parts contiguous to the 
penis, and which we fuppofe to be chiefly the effec 
of nervous irrability, the glandsin the groin in fome 
inftances fwell, and become hard; but unlefs the 
running be accompanied with chancres, thefe fwel- 
lings very commonly fubfide, and do not proceed to 
fuppurate ; an important fa&t, which may be confi- 
dered as an additional proof to what was mentioned 
in the laft chapter, of the difference between Go- 
norrhea and Lues Venerea, 

In the courfe of the difeafe the glans penis fome- 
times becomes red and inflamed, and a yellow, fcetid 
matter, oozes from its whole furface. In fome cafes 
this isaccompanied withevident ulceration : in others 
the fkin remains entire, and the matter is obferved, 
upon preffure, to procced from an infinite number of 
{mall points, In both they are fuppofed to proceed 
from the matter pafling out of the urethra, and al- 
lowed, by the negligence of the patient, to reft too 
long upon the tender cuticle of the glans, 

\ Infome cafes, however, this inflammatory affection 
of the glans, and dif{charge with which it is accompa- 
nied, takes place of itfelf, and without any difcharge 
from the urethra. In which cafe, from the refem- 
blanece which the matter bears to that of Gonorrhea, 
it has ufually been termed Gonorrhea Spuria. ‘This 
inflammation, in fome cafes {fpreads to the prepuce, in 
which it very commonly produces fome degree of 
contraction. When the prepuce becomes fo much 
‘ftraitened that it cannot be drawn back, a difeafe is 
formed, which we term phymofis; and, when it 
_|/contracts behind the glans, a difeafe termed paraphy- 
mofis takes place. . 

_ Although in Gonorrhea fome degree of uneafinel: 
is ufually felt along the whole courie of the urcthra, 
‘yet we know, that in-moft inftances, the feat of the 
Wifeafe lies within an inch, or little more, of the point 
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of the penis, In a few cafes, however, whether from 
maltreatment of the Aiider 3 from the nature of the 
‘infection being more than ufually virulent, or from 
| peculiarity of conftitution of the p: tient, the difeafe 
{preads backward till it extends overthe whole length 


of the urethra, even to the bladder itfelf. The prof-. 






adder become 


trate gland and internal coat of the 
from . thefe 


affe&ed, and fympathetic pains ftret 
parts along the ureters to the kidneys. \ 
Wher the bladder becomes in this manner difeafed, 


the ftate of the patient is, for the moft, extremely 


miferable: he feels ny AR a conftant Se fiuae to make 


water, accompanied with fevere preflure or bearing i 


down upon the affected parts, proceeding from invo- 


juntary {pafmodic contractions of the abdominal muf- 
cles. The whole region of the loins, particularly a- 
bout the kidneys, becomes fo painful and irritable, 
that much diftrefs is excited by whatever tends to 


bring the mufcles of thefe parts into aétion, and the. 
patient often complains of a conftant tenefmus, and 


of a frequent fhooting~pain about the anus and ‘neck 
of the bladder. 


In this ftage of the diforder there is feldom any con. 


fiderable difcharge from the urethra; but, for the 


moft part, a large quantity of very vifcid-fetid-mucus | 


is difcovered in the urine, which, in the courfe of a 

few hours, fubfides, and adheres fo firmly to the 

fides of the veffel as not to be eafily feparated. 
‘When a Gonorrhea has either been improperly 


treated, or when much inflammation takes place from 


any other caufe, the teftes are apt to {well and in- 
flame, and abfceffes often form in Cowper’s glands, 
as well asin other partsof the urethra. When thefe 
burft outwardly, or when the urine by any means 
finds accefs to them, they are often productive of 
great diftrefs to the patient and perplexity to the 
practitioner, as they frequently baffle every attempt 
that is made for removing them, 


It will readily be conceived that all the fymptoms | 


we have defcribed are feldom or never met with in 


the fame patient, and that thefe which do take place 
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‘will beiift very’ different degrees in different cafes, — 
This is particularly remarkable with ‘refpedt to the 
quantity of difcharge, which, in fome inftances, is fo 
trifling.as fearcely toexciteany inconvenience, whilft, 
in others it is fo profufe as to prove highly diftr efsful. 
in fome cafes tooy the heat of urine is fo inconfidera+ 
ble as not to delerve, notice 3 and. in, fuch ;inftanees 
alfo, the defire to ‘pafs water is feldom very frequent, 
while, in others, thefe fymptoms are both fo unfup- 
portable as-to Render the patient miferable. , =, j > 
’ In mofthinftances of Gonorrhea any external, inflam- 
mation;whi¢h occurs is confined to. the extremity of 
‘the urethra; but, in fome cafes, itrunsfo high asto 
{pread-over the whole glans, where it might. be:éx- 
pected, to-terminate, as inflammatory. affections in ¢- 
ther parts of the body moft frequently do, in the for~ 
- mation) of abfceffes.; This, however, very: rarely 
‘happens... * We, have obfey ved; above, that, in a few 
inftances, a purulent-like matter oozes from ihe whole 
furface ef the inflamed glans; but Ihave {cearcely 
known an) inftance” of any extenfive ‘abfcef$ in. thd 
fubftance of the glans. ..The inflammation, forthe 


‘moft. part, \terminates by difperfion. In afew cafes i eee 


ends in mortification, ‘a “ 

In women-the fymptoms of Gonorrhea are, ve the 
moft part,,-much milder than in men. It fometimes 
happens that a flow of matter.is all thatoccurs; and, 
as the difcharge is very fimilar to the matter ag fluor 
albus, the two piteaiss are often miftaken for one. 
another. » Ait 

' This abfence of pai, bawetnen takes place: only 
tian the vagina-is the feat of the difeafe. When 
the urethra becomes affected the fymptoms are near- 
ly the fame as in the other fex. A diftrefsful degree 
si alee Soden at the extremity of the urethra, © 
accompanied With heat of urine, and a very frequent 
defire to pafs water. In fome cafes the inflammation 
{preads to the bladder, and evento the kidneys, ute- . 
rus, and ovaria; wr at leaft thefe. parf$’ come to be fo 
much aflected with pain as to give caufe to fufpect 

7. : 
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that they arein a ftateiof inflammation. Pain, even 
in a fevere degree, will no doubt ececur from nervous 
fympathy, and this I believe - be frequently the cafe 
heres but I have met with different inftances of a 
confiderable degree of inflammation being excited by 
Gonorrhea in all the parts which I have mentioned: 
that is, they have become fwelled hard, and excef- 
fively painful, infomuch thatthe flighteft Abul would 
create a great degree of uneafinefs; and bloodletting, 
with other evacuations, were the only remedies from 
which relief was obtained. In fome cafes the matter 
‘is fo fharp and acrid as to excoriate the clitoris, nym- 
phe, and labia pudendi. ‘This excites a great deal 
of uneafinefs; more than ever takes place in men from 
a mere affection of the external parts; for, as thefe 
-parts are in women prefled upon in fitting, the flight~- 
eft degree of inflammation is, from this caufe alone, 
productive of much diftrefs. “They are often obliged 
to remain conftantly in bed; siti unable either te 
walk, ftand, or fit. 

It is impofible, in any paw of Goorin, to pa: 
termine at firft, in what manner it will’ terminate, 
for we often find the moft fevere, as well as the moft 
obftinate difcharge, fucceed to fymptoms of the mild- 
eft nature, while in fome cafes it ends quickly and 
eafily, where the fymptoms at firft were very fevere. 
It is in general believed that the difeafe will be mild, 
and of fhort duration, where the running is white or 
yellow; and, on the contrary, that it will neceffa- 
rily prove fevebe and tedious, whereit is at firft green, 
or much tinged with blood. ‘This, however, is by 
ho means univerfally the cafe, for inftances ‘occur 
daily, of the running proving tedious, where it was 
at firft of the colour and confiftence of purulent mat- 
ter, while others often happen of its ending quickly, 
where the matter was at firft either déeply tinged 
with blood, or of as deep 'a green as this difcharge 
“has ever been bferved. 

In the progttts of this difeafe, we always reckon 
it a favourable circumfance’ to obferve the matter be- 
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comie thick and,ropy. This cannot indeed be ménti-. 
oned as an infallible proof of the difcharge being foon 
to terminate; butitis, undoubtedly, one of the moft 
favourable occurrences in every cafe of clap. When 
the running does not foon become ropy, it is apt to 
terminate in gleet, the moft perplexing fymptom in 
this diforder, and of which we fhall ieee more par- 
ticularly in an enfuing chapter. 

We fhall hereafter have occafion to obferve that a 
difcharge may be produced from the urethra by dif- 
ferent caufes, very fimilar to the matter of Gonor- 
rhea virulenta. At prefent it 1s only neceffary to 
remark, that, in this difeafe, the difcharge is obvi- 
oufly the effect of irritation excited in the membrane 
of the urethra and contiguous parts, by matter from 
an infected perfon being applied to them. 

Some difference of opinion has arifen of the manner 
in which the matter of infection is communicated to 
the urethra. By fome it 1s fuppofed to happen in 
confequence of being firft abforbed from the furface 
of the glans, and afterwards depofited on the mem- 
brane of the urethra; as they do not think that it 
can pafs directly into the urethra, during coition. 
No good reafon, however, can be given for this opi- 
on: it appears more probable that the matter at. firft 
finds.aceefs between the lips of the urethra; that it 
afterwards fpreads, in a gradual manner, along the 
patlage, mixing with the mucus, with which it 
meets, 7 that the progrefs which it makes will, in 
agreat meafure, depend upon the parts to which it is 
applied being more or lefs fufceptible of inflammation ; 
upon the general ftate of health of the patient; upon 
his manner of living ; ; arid perhaps upon other caufes. 

I do not conceive, however, that the kind of mat- 
ter by which the difcharge is preduced has fo much — 
influence on the violence or duration of the fymptoms 
as has beenimagined. It is indeed theopinion of fome 
that a fevere and obftinate cafe of clap may always 
be traced to an infection of fome peculiar degree of 
virulency; but this will not be found to happen with 
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any. ina, of uniformity.) So far. as*my obfervation 
goes; it is in.Gonorrhea nearly thefame as in {mall 
pox. “The mildhef$ or violence iof. fymptoms does 
not depend upon the matter by ee the difeafe is, 
produced fo much as upon other circumftances, Hence: 
the fame woman will, underthe fame infe@ion, com- 
municate the moft virulent fymptoms to” one perfon, 
and the mildeft to another, | 

That much depends upon the habit of Day) of he: 
patient, and upon his manner of living, will fearcely 
bedoubted; but the following fa& renders it obVious. 
Three oentlemen, who affociated much together, ‘and 
who were accuftomed to live freely, returning: one 
night from a drinking club, refolved to vifit a girl of 
the town, and to take a friend along with them who 
had that night beena vifitor in their fociety, but who 
ufually lived with much fobriety, They all had con- 
nection with the fame girl, The three -affociates 
had all the moft fevere clapsI ever met with; while 
the other, who alfo received the infection, had the 
difeafe inthe mildeftform, This would not, in similar 

circumftances, always happen,’ as we fometimes’ find 
. people who’ live with much circumf{pection, liable to 
very fevere attacks of Gonorrhea; but, for the moft 
part, the degree of violence of this difeafe has a:con- 
fiderable dependence on the manner of ee of pie 
patient, 

The matter difcharged i in Gonorrhea Ispine very 
fimilar to. what is daily obferved, to flow from fores 
in other parts, and the quantity being often very con- 
fiderable, it was the prevailing opinion, till of late, 
that it proceeded from fores or ulcers in the urethra, 
We now. know, however, that ulcers very feldom. 
take place here; and, when they. do, that they may 
be traced to tne sohWienbal caufe, fists as the rupture 

of a blood-veffel, in no degree neceffarily connected 
with the exiftence of the difeafe, On diflection, after 
death, it is found, almoft in every inftance, that the 
membrane of the nrethra 4 tsentire, and that the Bit 
ter is produced by incatimanfon alone, 
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It had long beén known, that inftances were occa- | 
fionally met with on diffeion, where no degreé: of 
ulceration in the urethra'was difcovered. This) how- 
everj!was confidered as a fingular occurrence, and that. 
it ‘never happened but where the fymptoms were un-' 

only mild; for at that time it was fuppofed, 
that ulceration, BE! a deftruction of parts, was requi- 
fite for the produétion ofmatter. But:we now know, 
that thisis by no means the cafe, and that an inflamed 
furface, even where no abrafion is’ perceived, will 
produce all’the varieties of matter which fores ever 
afford, and that different kinds of animal fluids may 
be converted’ into thefe, merely by being kept in 
certain degrees of heat. 

By this'the difficulty is removed, which afionvaihe 
we muft‘have experienced in accounting for the large 
quantities of matter daily difcharged from the urethra 
.int Gonorrhea; which, infome cafes is fo confiderable,, 
that nothing lefs bhai’ an affection of the whole extent 
of that canal*could afford it. Now thofe who ima- 
gine’that’ the matter proceeds fromulcers, have never 
gorie fo far as to fay that this ever'takes place: nor - 
could it probably: occur, but with fuch confequences 
as very feldom enfue from: Gonértha. ¥ What. I alt 
lude*to forms ‘an unanfwerable obje&ion te the idea 
ofulcers being frequent:in this difeafe, even although 
‘no opportunities had occurred of proving it by dif- 
fection... Where."the membrane -of the urethra is in 
any point ruptured, either by the burfting ofan ab- 
f{eef$ imto it, or by any other caufe, the moft diftrefs- 
ful confequences almoft univerfally enfue; for the 
urine pafling into the contiguous parts, forms {wel - 
lings,» which ufually terminate in fiftulous openings, 
that, prove always tedious, and of uncertain event. 
Every practitioner knows, that even the flighteft 


_ opening into the urethra is apt to terminate in this . 
_ manner; fothat, ifthe matter ofGonorrhea proceeded 


from ulceration, the confequences of almoft every 
Bcee of Gonorrhea, would neceflarily prove mich 


more formidable than we ever, in any inftance, find 
| Pthem to be, 


’ 
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- Incafesof long continued Gonorrhea, the niembrane 
éf the urethra is apt to be fo relaxed, that fungous 
excrefcences form in different partsefit. Fhefenot 
only impede the paflage of the urine, but, becoming 
foft and tender, they at laft ulcerateé, and throw out 
very confiderable quantities of. matter,’ a This, how- 
ever, is mever to be confidered as the eaufe of Go- 
norrhea, but merély as the effect of it. Tt often pro- 
ceeds from mifmanagement, either on the part of the 
patient or practitioner; and fometimes from fome 
comftitutional affection to which the patient at the 
time may be liable. 

Inftead of ulceration, we find, that in a, great pro- 
portion of cafes, there is merely a flight degree of in- 
flammation, extending from the extremity of the 
glans to an inch or perhaps am inch and a half up the 
urethra, In more obftinate cafes of clap, Gowper’s 
glands, with their ducts, which tetminate tm the ure+ 
thra, are found affected. In athird ftage of the dif 
eafe, the proftrate gland, and contiguous parts of the. 
vrethra, are inflamed; and in the fourth, and what 
may be reckonéd the moft diftréefsful ftage of clap, the 
internal coat of the bladder is found inflamed. For 
the moft part, the inflammation is confined to the neck 
of the bladder; but I have mét with inftances of its 
being perceptible over the whole of it, and dfitseven 
extending along the ureters:to the kidneys. - 

‘This inflammation, however, is chiefly obvious at . 
firft. On a long continuance of the difeafe, the parts 
affe&ed, inftead of being cither inflamed, or ina ftate 
of tlceration; are of a more pale colour than natural 5 
the membrane of the urethra is found foft. and relax- 
ed; and coloured mucus or matter may be prefled out 
from an infinite number of fmalH points over rary 
part of it that has been difeafed. 

‘This is precifely what happens with every mem- — 
brane that has remained long under a flight degree of — 
inflammation, particularly with the menibrane of the — 
wofe and trachea. ‘Fhefe parts often afford very con- — 
fiderable quantities of matter, or of mocus very much 
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refembling matter, for agreat length of time: and yet, 
upon 4iffection, they are feldom or never found in a 
ftate of ulceration, the membrane beingfor the moft 
part only flightly inflamed. We may here indeed re- 
mark, that the refemblance between the two difeafes, 
Gonorrhea and Catarrh, is, in certain ftages. of each of 
them, very remarkable, They feem both to origin- 
ate from inflammation excited upon a membrane. 
The matter of the one is in many inftances very fimi- 
dar to that of the other.. They feem both to,be ‘local 
affections only ; and the parts on which they are feat- 
ed are, after death, found to be affeéted in a sa thar 
manner. 
But although, in the latter {tages BPGokoned, in 

which chiefly opportunities occur of examining the 
_ ftate of the parts after death, the inflammation is found 
tobe for the moft part incon fiderable, yet, in the com- 
mencement of the difoafe, the parts are often highly 
inflamed, particularly when thof@ about the neck of 

the bladder are affe&ted, This ‘is obvious from the 
dymptoms; particularly from the violent pain which 
always takes place, and from the antiphlogiftic reme€- 
reer ee zr eed for the cure of the difeafe. 


Sok. C Po nhde 
Of the Proguofis in Gonorrhea Virulenta. 


IN every difeafe, it is of importance for a praiti- 
oner to be able to fay at what time and in what man- 
ner it will terminate. In none is information of this 
kind more anxioufly wifhed ‘for than in Gonorrhea. 
The hopes and fears of patients lead them equally to 
with for it ; but, from various caufes, and more. par- 
ticularly from want of attention to the exaé fite of 
the difeafe, the duration of Gonorrhea has alwaysbeen 
a umatter of much uncertainty. 

I have. obferved above, that, on diffection, four: dif- 
ferent fet of parts are found at different times to be 
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the feat of Gonorrhea, When the running: proceeds 
from the extremity, or from within about an inch 
jand a half of the extremity of the penis,.as happens in 
perhaps nine cafes out-of ten, there will, for. the moft 
part, be much caufe to hope thata cure: will foon be 
cobtained.. Infuch inftances, when the patient is other- 
-wife in good. health, and when ‘he does not interrupt 
the-operationof the neceffary, Hira: improper 
conduct, the diféafe will not: commonly endure a fort- 
night "Nay, a eureinfuch cireumftances is often ob- 
tained, in two-or three days: but, whenever ‘the low- 
er) parts of the urethra are affected s particular] yowhen , 
the proftrate gland and other parts about the-neck of 
the bladder ane, difeafed, the running, in-almoft-every 
inftance, proves obftinate. Even, our moft, powerful, 
‘remedies in. other cafes of :clap,are, here doubtful in 
- .their- effeas. ., Hence no. certain opinion can be; form- 
“ed of, the ENGR aah the difeafe. Tae on) 9 deat: oi ort: 
. proves salvage tegious, IE ep the "abi of read 
dy may be ;; but it ‘neceffarily proves much mone: fo 
when the, conftitution Jabours under any. general, af- 
fection, particularly ; when, ferophula prevails,; than 
when the patient is*’found. and healthy. Indeed a 
{crophulous taint-exiftingeven-with the moft fimple © 
eafe of clap, is apt torender itobftinate; Iam fomuch | 
convinced of this being the cafe, that in every in- 
ftance of clap occurring in {crophulous patients I al- 
ways give a guarded prognofis of the event. Cures — 
are fometimes indeed obtained eafily, even in patients 
-of this defcription; but, for the moft part, the dif- 
charge goes on for‘a sreat length of time, and refifts 
he: eflect of every remedy we employ to remove it: — 
-/Phis uncertainty which takes place in the treatment 
‘of Gonor rhea, and the great length of time to which — 
the difcharge, infome inftances goes on, together with | 
the many? untoward and heswected ¢ occurrences | 
which often happen during the ‘cure, tend altogether — 
to render this branch of praéticé’ the mott diftrefsful — 
of any in bse Sneha pg of medicine, In’a great pro- | 
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portion of cafes a cure with proper treatment is eafily 
and {peedily obtained ; but every candid pratitioner 
will admit that cafes “often occur in which the dif- 
charge’ continues obftinate for a gréat length of time, 
even under the ufe of the moft powerful remedies with 
which we dre acquainted; But, by diftinguifhing be= 
tween one ftage. of the difeafe and another, and thus 

iving « an opinion to patients of the probableevent of it 


rise”? 


practitioners would avoid a good deal of embarraffment — 


which they often experiencc, from giving fo indifcri- 


minately as they commonly do, a favourable prognofis 


at the commencement of every cafe of clap. 

In forming 4 prognofis, it ought always to be kept i in 
view, that however miild the fymptoms may be at firft, 
they may very quickly and unexpectedly become fe- 
vere, by the difeafe proceeding from one part ofthe 
_ urethra toanother, or even by the inflammation in the 
part which was at firft affected becoming more 


fevere. “This.arifes from various caufes, and often from 


circumftances which it is notin the power of prac- 
titioners to prevent. It fometimes occurs, indeed, 

from the ufe of improper remedies ; particularly fiom. 
acrid injections being ufed with tod much freecom 3; 
but it happens much more frequently from other caufes, : 
particularly from the tendency which inflammation in 
one part of a membrane has’to fpread itfelf over the 
whole of it, and to the mifconduct of patients, who, 
infted of | living as they ought to do, very commonly 


proceed, during the cure; in the fame courfe of riot 


and ot deta by which they were at firft expofed 
to infection. Some patients, even under fuch circum- 
ftances, will no doubt get well; but there is not amore 
undoubted faé than this, that the cure of the difeafe is 
for the moft part both difficult and uncertain where the 
patient lives inariotous and intemperate manner. 
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GONORRHEA, as [have ohiee Red R a, has, till 
of late, been very geiterally confidered as depending 
upon an affection of the conftitution 3; or at ~, the 
difcharge has been fuppofed to be of fach a nathre as at 
_all times to affed& the conftitution, and therefore. that 
a cure could net be obtained but by the ufe of remedies 
which operate upon the fyftem at large. © 

Foraconfiderable time mercury. was chiefly relied, 
pete At was. SFR on the ued: of Reuss: 


io he 


cury ay itfele aehee snaiine were Saleen along 
with it, Thefe confifted chiefly of demulcents, eva- 
cuants, and BATTING CUES. MI 4s ee ae 

By a plentiful ufe of mucilagerious drinks, oe. oxhie 
demulcents, it was meant to fheath the bladder and: ure- 
thra more effeatually from the acrimony of the urine, 
and at the fame time to render the urine itfelf lefs acrid. 
Purgatives were employed for the purpofe of carrying 
off the morbid matter of the difeafe, and nitre and o- 
ther remedies were given witha Grilarj intention; and 
laftly, as the running was feldom leffened by the ule of © 
any of thefe, but, on the contrary, being frequently i in- 
creaicd, bark, aftringent balfams, and. other corrobe- 
_ tants, were elerined for putting a ftop to it. In | 
fome ‘cafes mercury was continued during the whole 
courfe ; in others tt was left off at the time of entering 
upon the ufe ofaftringents. 

The practice of phyfic when this prevuntea being in 
moit points highly improved, we are aftonifhed to find 
— fuch deficiency as this evinces, in the treatment of a 
 difeafe which neceflarily fell under daily obfervation. 
If patients had been left ta themfelves, without any in- 
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terference on the part of practitioners, the difeafe 
would often, in the courfe of time, have difappeared 
without any injury being done to the conftitution ; for 
wé know that a fimple clap will, in moft inftances, ‘ary 
up whether any remedies be employed or not 3 bits by 
the liberal ufe of ftrongpurgatives, and efpecially when 
this was conjoined with’a low diet and a courfe of mei 
eury, the conftitution was fo much debilitated that 
this alone rendered almoft every cafe that oécurred 
exceedingly obftinate : hence Gonorrhea was confider 
ed as the moft diftrefeful as well as one of the moft dan- 
gerous difeafes to which the human fpecies was liable. 
Lues. Venerea was, for the moft part, eafily cured by 
mercury: ; ; but no advantage was derived from this re- 
medy in Gonorrhea ; the difeafe ufually proved ex- 

ngly obftinate, and was very apt ‘to terminate 


either in gleet or in obftructions of the urethra. 


It foon appeared to practitioners of obférvation, 
that the medicin@s employed in Gonorrhea, inftead of 
proving ufeful, rather did harm; but the period was 
not yet arrived i in which a more effectual remedy was 
to be propofed. Some, however, went fo far as to 
fay that medicines of every kind might be avoided, as — 
they had found, from experience, that the difeafe went 
off both more eafily and more quickly when left to 
itfelf than it ever did with the remedies at that time 
in general ufe. A low diet, mercury, and avacuants 
of different kinds, did much ‘harm, as we have already 
obferved, by inducing fuch a degree of debility and 
relaxation as materially affected the conftitution ; and 
the draftic purgatives, of which large dozes were gi- 
yen daily, proved highly prejudicial, by the irritation 
which they excited. In certain ftages of clap a ftrong 
purgative never fails to increafe the pain; to excite a 
more frequent defire to make water 3. and to increafe 
the difcharge : nay, L have known various inftances of 
areturn of all the: fymptoms of Gonovrhea being in- 
duced by the operation of a brifk purgative, long after 
the patient confidered his cure as complete, 
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We need not therefore be furpnifed at the propofal 
of laying all fuch remedies as thefe afide ; and it mutt. 
be admitted that acure will often take place, that is, 
the ; running would difappear, together with all: the 
fymptoms which attend it, without t edi 
cine. This would. frequently happen where the dif. 
eafe was mild; where ‘the patient was\poffeffed of a 
healthy conftitution ; ; and where the running was not 
kept up by any impropriety on the part of the pati- 
ent. ‘The running would difappear here, as happens 
in corryza and other inftances of matter proceeding 
from inflamed furfaces, whether any remedies thould 
be employed or not: but this. would feldom or never 
happen where the fymptoms were fevere, nor where 
the patient did not liye ineveryrefpect as he ought to 
do. ‘ Inall fuch cafes the cure would prove tedious 
and uncertain, and the. conftitution would frequently 
be ruined, yh attempt, Ee A 

When che mode of cure we have mentioned was 





propofed, an opinion prevailed that the difcharge was 


kept up by fome general affection of the conftitution, 


‘and that nothing therefore could be fo fafe or fo pro- 


per as to allow it to run as longas any part of the mor- 
bific matter by which it was produced continued. It 
was at that time admitted by all, that Gonorrh€a was 
of the fame nature with Lues Venerea, Chancres, as 
well as all other yenereal fores, were kept open till 
cures were obtained by the internal ufe of mercury. 

An erroneous idea prevailed of fome advantage being 
derived from the difcharge which they produced; 

and hence, even by thofe who faw clearly that no be- 
nefit was obtained: from mercury in Gonorrhea, it was 
{till confidered as the beft practice to allow the ies 


as they faid, to difcharge itfelfin thismanner.) 


Even granting that the matter of Gonorrhea were 
the fame with that of Lues Venerea, there isno caufe 
to imagine that any advantage would enfue from this 
practice; but we now have no reafon to doubt of the 
two difeafes being perfectly different. . A practice, 
therefore, which at one period might have been judg- 
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ed proper! in one difeafe, would now’ be inapplicable 
in the othér; and hence it has, very generally, been 
laid. afide, although not vst given up by fome indivi- 
duals... ee 

From the obfervatilns we had occafion to make in 
thelaft chapter, as well as from other circumftances, 
few willnow doubt that the matter in Gonorrhea 
proceeding in moft inftances from an inflamed ftate of 
the membrane of the urethra and contiguous parts, 
gives a local affection only, without being productive 
‘of any general difeafe of the conftitution. . From this 
view of thefubject, it is obvious that no great advan- 
tage is to be expected from remedies applied to the 
fy{tem qt. large, and that a cure is to be looked for from 
the ufe of localremedies only. In the treatment of a 
fimple fore, ofacut,a burn, or excoriations from any 
caufe whatever, we would not furely expect to fuc- 
‘eeed by mercury, purgatives, or any remedies directed 
to the conftitution. In all fuch affections we truft to° 
local remedies, unlefs the prefence of fever, or fome 
other general affection, render other remedies necef- 
fary.. For the fame reafon we ought, in Gonorrhea, 
to depend entirely upon fuch remedies as act chiefly 
apon the parts affected; no others being neceflary if 
it be not occafional blood-letting, and other evacuati- 
ons, and thefe only where fever, plethora, or much in+ 
flammation take place. 
In local affections of other parts our remedies are 
eafily and directly applied: in the urethra fome nice- 
ty and attention is neceffary, not only in the mode of 
applying them to the difeafed parts, but in judging of 
the period of the difeafe, or rather of the ftate of the 
parts to which they are tobe applied: in other fitu- 
ations thefe circumftances fall dire&tly under view, 
and we judge from appearances of the propriety ofap- _ 
plying one remedy or another. In the urethra we 
are directed entirely by the fymptoms, and we judge 
from thefe of the remedies to be employed, as well as 
_ of the parts to which they are to be applied bene ina 
_fit {tate for receiving them or not. 
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If the parts affeted in Gonorrhea were always the 


fame no difficulty would occur in the application of 
our remedies; but, although the matter in the ¢éom~ 
mencement of the difeafe proceeds in perhaps every 
inftance from inflammation, yet,in fome, parts are 
affected with inflammation, to which it would be im- 
proper and even hazardous to apply the fame reme- 
dies which in a great proportion of cafes are ufed 
with much fafety and advantage, 

We fhall aftefwards have occafion to Ne that, 
in certain circumftances of Gonorrhea, bs may 
be ufed with much benefit; but, for the moit part, 





we depend entirely upon injections, and chiefly ‘up- 


on fuch as are of a drying, aftringent nature. Now 
it is obvious, that although we may with fafety ap- 
ply an aftringent folution to an inflamed furface, as 
happens daily where the membrane of the urethra 
only is affeted, yet that much rifk may enfue fronr 
the fame folution being applied to the ducts of inflam- 


ed glands: in the one cafe the difcharge produced by, | 


the inflammation will be leffened and foon removed, 
and the inflammation itfelf will fubfide, while, in 
the other, by a fudden {top being put to the difcharge 
of a gland already in a ftate ofincreafed irritability, 
more inflammation will be excited, the parts affected 


will become fwelled and painful, and at laft the dif- : 


charge will burft forth with redoubled violence. | 
That this frequently happens in the courfe of bu- 
finefs every practitioner of candour will admit: nay, 
there are few patients who have been liable to dif- 
ferent attacks of this difcharge, who have not met 
with it in fome degree. For-a day or two the run- 
ning will often difappear, and they confider the cure 
as complete, when after fome. degree of tenfion and 
uneafinefs along the greateft part of the penis, parti- 
ctlarly in the perineum, the difcharge recurs as be- 
fore, with every appearance ofa recent infection, | 
As there are many who condemn the ufe of injeéti- 
ons in Gonorrhea, it is alledged that this is one of the 
inconveniences which they produce; but. we thal 
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prefently have occafion to fhew that this i is by ne 
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means the tafe, and that it progeeds entirely from a 
mifapplication of the remedy ; from ufing it in a ftate 
of the difeafe for which it is improper; and not from 
the remedy itfelf being of a hazardous nature. 

This leads us to revert tothe neceflity there is for 
diftinguifhing between one ftate of Gonorrhea and 
another. In the defcription of the fymptoms, I re- 
marked that they are evidently diftinguifhable into 
four fets, indicating four ftates or ftages of the difeafe ; 
and as it isa point of the firft importance in practice 
to have thefe different {tates clearly marked, we halt 
now proceed to treat of them in feparate fe&ions, 


S HecT.; iv. 
“ Of the Firft Stage of Gonorrhaa. = 


IN the firft ftage of Gonorrhea the riinning is never 
accompanied with violent fymptoms. The extre- 
mity of theurethra becomes red, full, and fomewhat * 
prominent. The glans become ¢enderiand irritable, 

_and ardor urinz takes place in a greater or leffer de- 
gree, according to the extent of the inflammation. 
For the moft part the heat of urine is inconfiderable; 
but in fome inftances, evenin this ftage of the difeafe, 
itis fo fevereas to excitea good deal ofdiftrefs. Chor- 
dee fometimes occurs, but feldominany confiderable 
degree. 

In the hiftory of the difeafe we have feen, that in 
this {tage of it the membrane of the arethra alone is 
affected, that is, the inflammation by which the dif 
charge is produced has not extended to ay other 
part. | 

We judge that this is the cafe when thefe fymp- 

_toms only occur which have juft been enumerated ; 
when no glandular fwellings are difcovered along the 
courfe of the urethra, and particularly when the run- 
ning proceeds entirely from within an inch, ér an 
inch and a half of the extremity of that canal, 
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This circumftance. of the difcharge in Gonorrhea 
proceeding from the €xtremity of the urethra, is at all 
times a proofofthe inflammation nothaving advanced 
farther than to conftitute what I re denominated 
the firft ftage of the difeafe: No glan ular. fwellings 
are ever difcovered while the running) roceeds from) 
thefe parts; and on diffection after death, the mem-: 
brane of the urethra alone is. found infla ‘od: but. in: 
fome inftances the difcharge proceeds evea from the 
fuperior parts of the urethra, while none of the’ con- 
tiguous glands ake affected... This I confider as confti~ 
tuting the firft {tage of the difeafe, equally as when 
the extremity of the urethra is alone affected. The 

fymptoms are not more violetit in thé one than in the 
other, and the method of cure is the fame in both. 
It mutt, however, be admitted, that we do not fre- 
quently meet with this ; for where the upper part of 
the urethra is affected, the inflammation is very apt 
to {pread to the contiguous glands, and thus termi- 
fiates in the fecond, third, or, per haps, fourth ftage 

of the difeafe.: 
| We afcertain the iced in the urethra, Frov Whehde 
matter is difcharged, not merely from the height to 
which the pain or ‘uneafinefs with which it may be 
accompanied extends, for this proves often an equivo- 
cal mark of diftin@ion: but from comprefling the paf- — 
fage at any given fpot, and prefling ovtall the matter — 
between it andthe endofthe urethra, If; on remov- © 
ing the preffure, more can be brought dotrn: “we.aré 7 
fure that it muft come from a greater height, and by 
proceeding in a gradual manner upwards we may thus, 
with very little attention, difcover almoft the exaét 
fpot from whence the difcharee : proceeds, It will 
afterwards appéar that our beins able todo fois Oita 
portance in conducting the cure. 

From what has been faid it will appear, that in ‘this | 
{tage of the difeafe the. running proceeds entirely from | 
inflammation of the membrane of the urethra, with- — 
out any’ affection of the glands which open into it ; 
and in Phe removal of this the cure ere confifts. 
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Where the inflammation i is confiderable, as we judge 
to be the cafe when the ardor urine is “fevere, and 
efpecially when it occurs in a very full habit of body; 
it may be proper to prefcribe blood-letting, a dofe or 
two of any gentle laxative, and a low, cooling diet. 
At the fame time violent exercife of every kind thould 
be avoided, particularly riding on horfeback. 

# Inflammation, however, in this ftate, is feldom ty 
confiderable as to render blood-letting neceflary:. 
ordinary cafes we now truft to the ufe of fafeueeata 


alone, and: in all periods of the difcharge I ufe them 


with equal freedom. Even where blood-letting, and 
a ftri@ attention to an antiphilogiftic regimen is ne- 


ceilary, I have never any difficulty in beginning im- 


mediately to the ufe of injections. 


Thofe who are not in the daily practice of ufing in- 


jections, are afraid of prefcribing them fo generally as 
they ought to do: fome, indeed, never employ them 
inany cafe, from the prejudice being {trong which ftill 
prevails again{ft them among almoft all the older prac- 
titioners, while others admit that they may be ufed 
_ with fafety and advantage, in the latter period of the 
 difeafe, but never in the beginning, or while the in- 
- flammation continues in any degree fevere. 

_. ‘This, however, is a timidity that will foon vanifh 
with all who venture upon a more general ufe of them. 
They will find that injections, of a fufficient degree 
of aftringency for removing the difcharge, may in 
this ftate of Gonorrhea be employed with perfect 


fafety, evenin the commencement ofthe difeafe, and . 


whether the inflammation which takes place be ‘mild 
or fevere. 

- An idea is ftill entertained by many, that the run- 
ning fhould not be ftopped till fome of the virulency 
by which it was produced is carried off; and hence 
they object, as we have juft obferved, to the early ufe 
of injections. But, as we have feen ‘that Gonorrhea 
is a local affection, and as we know that in other parts 
of the body local inflammation may at all times be 
removed with fafety, nay, that it-is the beft practice 
‘ H s 
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to attempt it, we might from this alone infer, that it 
would be equally proper here. But independent of 
this, I can with confidence affert, and all who employ 


inje@tions generally will do fo, that they may in this - 


ftage of Gonorrhea be ufed atall times, and with more 
certainty of proving fuccefsful the more early they 
are applied. Ofthis I am foclearly convinced, that I 
would advife all who have it in their power, "to em- 
ploy injections inftantly on the difcharge taking place. 
They commonly, indeed, prove fuccefsful at whate- 
ver period they are ufed; but I have uniformly found 
that they act more: quickly ; in the commencement of 
the difeafe than in the latter {tages of it. 


While practitioners differ in opinion refpecting the 4 


moft proper period of Gonorrhea for ufing injections, 
they likewife differ in their ideas of the kinds of thefe 
_ remedies beft calculated for the periods in which they 
are employed. In the commencement of Gonorrhea, 
-and at all times when much pain takes place, it is the 
opinion of many that emollient injections only ought 
to be ufed, fuch as warm oil, emulfions of almonds, in- 
fufions of althea, and lintfeed : but in this there: ap- 
pears to be fome miftake; and I can decidedly fay fo 
from having often experienced the ineflicacy of the 
practice. 

On firft entering upon bulinels I found it the opi- 


nion of many who ufed injections with freedom, that — 


thofe of the emollient kind ought alone to be advifed 
while much heat of urine, or any confiderable degree 
of inflammation continued, Thefe, it was imagined, 
would fheath and proteé& the parts from the acrimony 


of the urine, and on the inflammation fubfiding, they — 


conceived that injections of an aftringent nature might 
be ufed with more fafety. The opinion was plaufi- 
ble, and fupported by fome of our beft practitioners ; " 
Iwas therefore induced, along with others, to go in- 
to it; but it foon appeared that no. advantage was to 
be derived from it: on the Contrary, it was evidently 
the caufe of much diftrefs, by rendering the cure of 
Gonorrhea much more tedious than it otherwife might 
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have been 3 for injections of the emollient kind never 
tend to fhorten the continuance of the difcharge, and 
often render it more fixed and permanent, by relax- 
ing the parts from whence it proceeds, 

* Neither are injections of this defcription neceflary 
as a preparative to thofe of the aftringent kind: in 
this conviction I have for many years paft laid them 
altogether afide, and during this period have ufed none 
but fuch as are evidently aftringent ; and although I 
employ them with all manner of freedom, I have ne- 
ver perceived any bad effects arife fron them. 

In thisftate of Gonorrhea injections of the aftri ingent 


‘kind may be ufed with fafety and advantage, from the 


very commencement of the difcharge, as wellas at any 
period of the difeafe, whatever the degree of inflam- 
mation may be. Initead of increafing the inflammati- 


on, they tend, when of a proper {trength, to leffen it ; ~ 


, they relieve more immediately than any other reme- 


dy, the ardor urine; and they commonly leffen or 
remove the difcharge ina very fhort {pace of time. 
Inall cafes, therefore, of thiskind, where we fup- 


pofe the difeafe to proceed entirely from the mem- 
brane of the urethra, I pay no regard to the continu- 


ance of the running; the patient is immediately put 
upon the ufe of injections, and no harm ever enfues 
from it. 

There isonly one fymptom which, in this ftage of 
clap, prechides the immediate ufe of injections, viz. 


‘pain and fwellings of one or of both teftes: a perfe- 


verance in the ufe of injections during the continuance 


of this fymptom very commonly does harm, and 
- ought not therefore to be advifed; not that they tend 


to increafe the inflammation, even of the teftis, but 
by removing the difcharge from the urethra, they 
deprive us, as we. fhall afterwards fee, of one of the 
moft effectual remedies for a {welled tefticle, proceed- 
ing from Gonorrhea. 

A variety of aftringent injections are employed by 
practitioners, but fome proving more effectual than 


others, an inveftigation ofthis part of our fubjedt is _ 


thereby rendered neceflary. 


- 


~ 
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Almoft any aftringent injection will leffen the dif 
charge. Port wine, andclaret, duly diluted, fome- 
times anfwer. I have often facceeded with: a tea- 
fpoonful of brandy added to half an ounce of rofe wa- 
ter: nay, rofe water itfelf, or evencold water directly 
from the fpring, will often give a ftop to the dif- 
charge; but, for the moft part, the effects of thefe 
are only temporary. In flight affections, indeed, they 
fometimes complete the cure, but in weretal we are 
under the neceflity of ae altringents of a more 
powerful kind. | 
Among the firft injeQions ufed in Gonor rhe mer- 
cury, in one form or another, was a conftant ingre- 
dient, Jt was not, however; employed as an aftrin- 
gent; for at that period the ufe of aftringents of any 
kind would have been confidered as hazardous. Be- 
ing applied in this manner directly to the feat of the 
difeafe, it was fuppofed that it might a@vas a fpecific 
in the cure ofit. But although Ihave given full and 
complete trials to injections of the mercurial kind, and 
in every variety ofform, I have not, in any inftance, 
found them to prove more effectual than other aftrin- 
gents, Inorder to afcertain the point to which I al- 
jude, with as much certainty as poffible, I have re- 
peatedly made it the fubject of experiment. Of dif- 
ferent patients in Gonorrhea, all nearly diftreffed with 
fimilar fymptoms, fome have been made to employ a 
mixture of calomel with mucilage and water; others 
have ufed quickfilver diffolved in mucilaze, while’ 
fome have at the fame time been ufing injections in 
which mercury did not enter as an ingredient. 
Ladmit that in moft of thefe inftances mercury pro- 
ved ferviceable, but by no means in fuch a degree as 
many of the articles with which it was put, upon this 
compar ative trial. Thereis no caufe, therefore, to 
imagine that itacts as a {pecific. i in the. cure of clap. 
‘To prevent interruption in this part of the work, 
formule willbe given in the Appendix to’this volume, 
of all the preparations I with to recommend. Of mer- 
curial aftringent injections, the preferiptions No. 1, 
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yy and 39 are perhaps the fafeft and beft that can be 
ufed.* it 

Cc alone ufedi in inj ections{eems to actina Fane man- 
ner with lapis calaminaris armenian bole, and other af- 

tringent earths; not by any fpecific virtues with 
which they are endowed, but by reftoring tone to 
parts weakened by the difeafe.. It isin this manner, I. 
conclude, that all of thefe articles act in the cure of 
Gonorrhea; and in cafes that are not particularly, ob- 
ftinate, they very commonly prove effectual, \ ‘Lapis 

calaminaris, or tutia finely levigated, fufpended in. 
thin mucilage, makes a very fafe and ufefulinjection. 
No. 4thand sth are formule of thefe; and No. 6 isa 
prefcription of a gentleman retired fcom bufinefs, who, 
at one period, was in very extenfive practice in Lon- 
don, and who in the courfe of much experience in 
this particular branch, gave the preference to articles 
.of this kind over all others that he ever employed. 

Thefe earths poffefs one important advantage for this 
purpofe: they never do harm, in whatever quantity 
theyare ufed. If levigated with fufficient care and 
attention, they may be ufedin any quantity that the 
liquid in which they are conveyed can be made to ful- 
pend. 

Allum diffolved in water makes a fafe and ufeful in- 
jection. It proves equally fafe, and ftill more pow-. 
-erful, when Stapkewiay with a decoction of oak bark, 

or an infufion of galls, for which prefcriptions are 
given No. 7th, 8th, ‘and gth. 

Kino, an ‘altringent lately much ufed in Diernbaa} 

_ proves alfo an ufeful ingredient in injections for Gas 
norrhea. I have in various cafes found it prove fuc- 
cefsful where other articles had failed, and Ihave not > 
obfervedthat it ever doesharm. As it is not very 
foluble in water it becomes neceflary to fufpend it 
when in fine powder, by means ofmucilage, as is pre- 
_ fcribed No. 10th and 11th. 

Opium proves often an ufeful ingredient in injecti- 
ons of this kind ; and as itis equally ferviceable whe- 
“ther much pain thkes place or not, I conclude that it 
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does not act fo much as a fedativeas it does.as anaftrin- 


gent. No..12th and izth are terrane of injedilons 
with opium. 

Some of the aftringent balianadl ics, cdphibiasdt 
orith water, make a good variety of injection for Go- 
- norrheea, particularly the balfamun: canadenfe, and 
- balfamum copaiba, as in No. 13th, andigth. 

Lead, in various forms, proves highly ferviceable 
in. thefe injeGions. Ceruffe fafpended in mucilage 
and water is often employed with advantage ; but 
acetum lythargyri, and faccharum {aturni diffol ved 
in water are moft to be depended on. Formule of 
thefe are givenin No. 15th, 16th, and 17th. — 
 Ofall the aftringent injections, however, which I 
have ufed, none prove fo powerful as white vitriol 
diffolved in water. , In the quantity of a grain and 
half toan ounce of water, it feldom creates much ir- 


ritation, and it does not often fail in this variety of | 
the difeafe, in which alone injections of any kind ever . 


prove materially ufeful, No. 1&th is the form of in- 
jection, which, in the common occurrences of daily 
practice, Iam inthe habit of ufing; and No. | 19th is 
acombination of vitriol and acetumlythargyri, which, 
ina few cafes, I have found to anfwer saci than 
either of thefe articles feperately. ! 


Many other aftringents might be diate irradi 


which very ufeful inje@ions might be prepared, but 





the formule which I have givencontain t 
erful of any with which we yet are aequall 


of them will at all times prove fuccefsful s for even. 
in this the moft fimple variety of the difeafe, the moft — 
active remedies will in fome inftances fail: but I can | 


from experience in this branch of prattice affert, that 


it-will feldom happen where the puneie’ is properly | 


managed and duly perfifted in. | 
. The vitriolic injecttion,,No: 19, Ihave Avesta 


as the moft ufeful formule of any ; but it will fome- 
times happen that a cafe will readily yield to others | 


which has long refifted this,, Whenwe do not, there- 
fore, foon fucceed with ene inje@ion, we ought, 
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without lofs of time, to have recourfe to others, by 
which our purpofe will be more eafily accomplithed 
than by continuing to employ the fame for any length 
of time together. 

In all thefe injeCtions the different ingredients are 
in fuch proportions as beft fuit the general courfe of 
bufinefs. ‘This wasa point of much importance to 
afeertain, and fo far as my obfervation goes, I have 
done fo; but cafes will, no doubt, occur from time 
totime, in which fome variety of ftr ength is neceflary. 
All injections of this kind fhould be of fuch a ftrength 
as to excite fome degree of irritation in the urethra, 
but by no means fo ftrong as to ereate much pain: 
hence, where the preparations I have mentioned do 
not anfwer the purpofe, they fhould be made ftronger ; 
and when of fuch a ftrength as'to excite fevere pain, 
they fhould be more diluted. 

This, I may remark, is an object requiring much 
attention, for while it is obvious that injections muft 
do harm when their ftrength is more than it ought to 


_ be, itis equally certain that little or no advantage 


will be derived from them when they are too weak. 
I have known a cure accomplifhed in three days, 
merely by making an injection of afufficient {trength, 
where the difeafe had previoufly gone on for two or 
three months, from want of attention to this point. 
~Tconfider this, indeed, as one of the moft important 
points in the treatment of Gonorrhea, nor does any 
thing diftinguith the practitioner of experience with 
-fach certainty, as his being able to adapt the ftrength 
_ of the injections which he employs to the particular 
_circumftances of iociad cafe which falls under his. ma- 
nagement. 

In the application of injections there are two cir- 


-cumitances which more particularly require attenti- 
on, viz. the manner of throwing them up, and the fre- 


quency of ufing them. 
They may be thrown up either with a {mall bag of 


refina elaftica, fitted with a pipe, or with a common 


fmall fyringe: whether the bag or fyringe be ufed, 
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the: pipe fhould be perfectly {mooth, ofa conical form, 
‘not above halfan inch in length, and the cone of fuch 
a thicknefs near to the root, as not to allow the pipe 
to pafs above a quarter ofan inch into the urethra. 

The bag or fyringe being filled with the injection, 
and the patient feated with his breech over the fide 
of achair, foas to prevent the perineum from being 
_preffed upon, the pipe, when well oiled, fhould be 
inferted into the urethra, as far as it will go, with 
the right hand, while, with the left, he grafps the 
penis, and pulls it Reward upon the pipe. He muft 
now throw the injection up in fuch a manner that it 
may reach the fartheft part of the urethra that is af- 
fected, but not with fuch force as to excite pain. 

When the difcharge proceeds from near the ex- 
tremity of the penis, very little force is required for 
this purpofe ; but when the upper part of the urethra 
is affected, if the injection be not thrown up with — 
fome degree of firmnefs, it will not reach the feat of 
the difeafe, and hence no advantage will be derived 
from it. Previous, therefore, to “the ufe of injec- 
tions, the part of the uréthra, whence the difcharge | 
proceeds, thould be afcertained, and it can be bas 
done in the manner we have jee oned above. , 
_ In ufing injections it is judged proper by fome to — 
defire the patient to prevent them from pafling farther 
in the urethra than the feat of the difeafe; left, by 
forcing fome of the matter along with the liquid, “the . 
infection fhould be carried to parts which otherwife. 

night not have been injured. for this purpofe the 
patient muft compre({s the urethra with the middle — 
finger of his left hand, at that point to whichit is 
meant the injection fhould go; while the fyringe or 
elaitic bag is employed for throwing it up in the other. © 
But although there is neceffity for throwing injecti- 
ons farther than the feat of the difeafe, there is no | 
cause for this anxiety in. preventing them, It-does | 
not appear, that in this manner, the infection is ever | 
communicated from one part of the urethra to ano- : 
ther; at leaft I have never met with an inftance of it, © 
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and I have | feldom pointed out this to my patients as a 
neceffary piece ofattention, While it does not there- 
fore, anfwer any. good purpofe, it certainly renders it 
more. difficult for the patient to throw the injection 
properly up, as.he cannot both make preffure upon 
the upper part of the urethra, and, at the fame time, 
aires, the fyringe with that exadtnels which it re-_ 
res. 

The point, however, of moft importance in the ar 
of injections is, the frequency with which they fhould 
be thrown up; it is not enough that we difcover a 
compofition that will eftablith a cure, if we do not ufe 
it with that frequency which the nature of the difeafe 
requires. In common practice’ the patient is defired 
to inje& the liquid two or three times a day : this, if 
the injection be of a proper ftrength, will in courfe 
of time effe& a cure; but I am perfeétly convinced, 
‘from much attention to the fubje@, that. cures would 
be much more {peedily obtained were injeions to be 
more frequently thrown up. Inftead of two or three 
times a day, I caufe them to be ufed feven, eight, or 
_ ten times daily ; by which the cure, inftead of being 

-protraéted for feveral weeks, is often completed, in as 
-many days, 

This, ILmuft obferve, is a pare of ith importance 
in the cure of Gonorrhea, that nothing can compen- 
fate the negle& of it, The inefficacy of injections is 
frequently held forth as one material objection to 
them, but, for the moft part, their failure will be foun 
to depend, in a great meafure, upon this circumftance. 
Patients ought, therefore, to be urged to ufe them, 
at leaft as frequently as I have mentioned. When in- 
deed the difcharge leffens, or difappears entirely, there 
is no neceflity for ufing injections {o frequently, but 
while it continues undiminifhed, the more frequently 
_ the remedy is applied to the parts from whence it pro- 
ceeds, the more quickly rill it be removed. 

On laying injections afide, even after the running 
has difappeared Onur yey. and. when there is therefore 

aes | 
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ati to fuppofe that a cure is obtained, the difcharge 
often returns. with equal feverity as at firft, either 
from excefs in wine, or over exertion in bodily exer- 
cife, In fuch circumftances the injections muit again 
be employed, and ufed with as much frequency as be- 
fore, care being taken not to leave them of till fome 
time after the running has again difappeared, 

When the difcharge returns repeatedly it is apt to 
weaken and relax the parts fo much, that this alone 
comes at laft to conftitute a new difeafe, forming a 

variety of what in general is termed gleet. This, how 
ever, requires remedies of a different kind, and will 
fall to be confidered in a different chapter, som | 

It will be remarked that I have only flightly taken 
notice of any other remedies in treatment of Gonor- 
rhea: Ihave purpofely done fo, from full conviction 
of the inefficacy of all remedies that are not jmmedi- 
ately applied to the urethra, and from finding that a 
proper ufe of injections never fails to prove fuccefsful, 
where a cure by any means can be obtained. — 

Where much pain and inflammation takes place, [ 
have obferved above that fome advantage may be ob- 
tained from blood- -letting, and a {trict attention to an 
antiphilogiftic regimen. JI think it right, however, 
to fay, that few cafes occur in which this becomes ne- 
ceffary. A patient under Gonorrhea fhould live MmO- 
derately, but by no means upon fuch low diet as in ~ 
‘former times was prefcribed i in fuch cafes.. He ought © 
to live in fuch a manner as may prevent the inflam- 
matory fymptoms from becoming fevere, but not 
fo low as to run any rifk of inducing relaxation or 
debility. 

The circumftances which moft particularly require j 
attention are, abftinence from all manner of connec~ 
tion with women, and from bodily exertion, fuch as 
much walking and riding on horieback, which more ef- 
pecially affects the parts concerned in this difeafe. : 
In the treatment of Gonorrhea, where no injec- — 
tions are ufed, where the difeafe is pikes left entirely : 
to nature, or treated with demulcents and purgatives, © 
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a regular progrefs towards amendment is, for the molt 
part, obferved in thé difcharge. The matter from 
being thin, and of a greenifh hue, or perhaps of a red 
colour from being Bt With blood, becomes of a 
thicker confiftence, tough, ropy, and of a white or 
yellow colour: but where injections are employed this 
{feldom happens. ‘This natural procefs is thereby in- 
terrupted; and a cure often takes place without any 
change being perceived in the colour or confiftence of 
the difcharge. | 3 
There are fome fymptoms which occafionally také 
place in éyery ftage of Gonorrhea, and which, it might 
be expected, ought to have been more particularly no- 
ticéd here, fuch as chordee, and evacuation of blood 
from thé urethra. But thefe fymptoms being attend- 
ed with circumftances requiring a peculiarity of treat- 
ment, quite unapplicable in the ordinary ftate of Go- 
“norrhea, and being all of them highly important in 
their nature, 2 feparate fection will be allotted for 
the confideration of each of them. We fhall now, 
therefore, proceed to confider the fecond ftage of the 
difeafe. — . 
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Of the Second Stage of Gonorrhea: 


IN this ftage of the difeafe all the fymptoms are: 
more violent than in the firft. The heat of urine is 
much more fevere ; the whole body of the penis be- 
comes tender, and even painful; and chordee takes 
place to'a very diftrefsful degree. ‘The matter dif- 
charged from the urethra is cither of an ugly green 
colour, or deeply tinged with blood, and commonly 
‘very fetid. It is found, on examination, to proceed 
from the more fuperior parts of the urethra, general- 
ly from about the middle of the perineum, where the 
patient Complains of a {mart pain upon preflure, and 
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where one or. more. fenoal tumors are often percepti- , 
ble, produced by the, inflammation having extended 
* to Cowper’s glands. ) 

"Although the fymptoms of the firtt ftage of ober . 
ines are commonly very diftin@ly marked, yet they — 
frequently proceed to, and terminate in one of the 
other ftages of the difeafe, particularly in this which 
we are now confidering, This happens from the in- 
. flammation extending along the urethra, either from | 
the matter producing the difeafe being more than ufual- 
ly acrintonious; from the effect of improper manage- 
ment on the part of the patient ; from the imprudent 
ufe of irritating or very altrinpent injections ; or from 
the patient being of a habit of body rendering him par- 
ticularly liable to be acted upon by caufes apt to ex- 
cite inflammation. — 

TI conclude that it happens moft frequently from the 
firft and laft of thefe caufes, or, perhaps, from a com- 
bination of them both’; as ina great proportion of cafes 
of this fecond ftate of the difeafe we find it taking place 
almoft from ‘the firft day on which the running ap- 
peared, It muft, no doubt, have fallen under the ob-- 
fervation of every practitioner that this, as well as 

the third and fourth ftages of Gonorrliwa, are often 
induced by the patient living in a ftate of riot and de- 
bauchery, and, in fome cafes, by the immoderate ufe 
of irritating inje@ions, But although thefe are cir- 
cumftances which in every cafe of Gonorrhea ought 
to be rigidly guarded again{ft, from their tending to 
excite one of the moft diftrefsful complaints to which 
the human {pecies is liable; yet 1am convinced, from 
what has been mentioned, that the worft ftates of the 
. difeafe will frequently occur, notwithftandiag of all 


_. that can be done either on the part of the eg or 


_ furgeon to prevent them. 

As the practice in this ftate of Go noth is intet 

cally different from what we have recommended in 

the firft {tage of it, the utmoft attention becomes ne- 

_ -eeffary in diftinguithing between them. In the firft, 
the matter is, for the: moit part, difcharged from 
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within an-inch and half of the extremity of the penis; 
and where the difeafe does not éxtend farther up ‘the 
urethra, although the ardor urine is fometimes con- 
fiderable, yet the pain is never fo fevere as that which 
arifes from the inflammation in the fecond ftage of the 
difeafe. In this laft, the whole body of the penis, as 
we have obferved above, is tender and painful; the 
chordee which takes place is highly diftrefsful, and 
one ‘er more inequalities, accompanied with pain on 
preflure, are difcovered in the perineum: whereas, 
in the former, any chordee which occurs is for the 
moft part very moderate. ‘The pain is confiderable 
at all times when the patient is not pafling water, and 
no he aaa or inequalities are perceived in the peri- 
neum. 

) It is proper toremark, that evenin the fecond Itage 
of the difeafe, thefe glandular tumefactions in the pe- 
‘rineum are not always at firft obvious; but upon > 
preffure with the fingers they are eafily. difcovered, 
even on their firft commencement; and in the more 
advanced {tages of the difeafe they become perceptible, 
both to the touch and totheeye. Whenever chordée 
occurs in a fevere degree, the whole penis acquires a 
firmnefs and tenfion, particularly where it runs along 
the perineum. This, however, is very different 
from the glandular affections to which I allude: the 
one is a diffufed fwelling, extending over the whole, 
ora-confiderable part of the penis; it does not con- 
tinue fixed or permanent, and feems to depend upon a 
morbid irritability in the mufcles of the penis, by 
which they are eafily excited to violent and ‘unequal 
contractions. ‘The others are, at firft, {mall, circum- 
feribed fwellings, painful to the touch, which do not 
rifé and fall fpeedily,. and which remain more or lef$ 
permanent according as the fymptoms with which 

they are connected are more or lefs violent. . 

Thefe fwellings proceed, as I have already obferv- 
ed, from an inflamed ftate of Cowper’s glands, induced 
by the-inflammation extending along their duéts, 
which terminate in the ur ethra, to the glands theni- 
felves. 
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inflammation here; when it comes to aheight, in a 
manner fithilar to what enfues fromit in other parts, 
is very apt to terminate in fuppuration; and ds the 
formation of matter in the fubftance of thefe glands is 
apt to excite the moft diftrefsful confequences, nothing 
fhould be omitted that can tend to prevent it. When 
matter forms in them, if it be not immediately dif> 
charged by an external opening, it is very apt to 
burft into the urethra, and to produce runnings, which, 
in fome cafes, do not terminate but with the life of , 
the patient. 

On the firft approach, therefore: of this fecond 
ftage of Gonorrhea,all our endeavours fhould be employ-~ 
ed to remove or leffen the inflammation. Ifthe pati- — 
ent is plethoric he fhould lofe a confiderable quantity | 
of blood with the lancet, and ten or a dozen leeches © 
fhould be applied to the pained part. Whatever his 
habit of body may be, the application of leeches 
fhould not be omitted, and they ought to be repeated 

once and again, according to their effects, and to the 
degree of inflammation and {welling which take place} 
faturnine poultices fhould be applied over the part af- 
fected, the bowels fhould be kept open with gentle — 
laxatives, and the paticnt fhould be put upon a low, 
cooling dict, 

If, either by the violence of the inflammation, or - 
by an imprudent ufe of aftringent injections, a fop has 
beén put to the difcharge, much advantage will be de- — 
rived from our folicitinga return of it. This however, 
muft not be done with applications of an irritating na- 
ture, fuch as bougies, and ftimulating injections, as 
fome have advifed, but it may be attempted with fafety 
by throwing up, from time to time, injections of 
warm oiland other emollients, fuch as warm decotti- | 
ons of lintfeed and althea,. 

But although we find from experience that sich, 
harm is done by the application of ftimulants directly | 
tothe urethra, weknow that they may be applied’ to 
the fkin both with fafety and advantage. Thus, — 
when the {welling does not foon leffen, by bloodlet- f 
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ting and the other remedies mentioned above, I 
have, indifferent inftanees, derived advantage from 
the application of blifters to the parts affected, and by 
covering the bites of the leeches with adhefive plafter ; 
this practice may be adopted even the day after they 
havebeen applied, The blifter fhould be made to co- 
ver the whole perineum, Set, 

‘When the remedies we have advifed are timeoufly 
and properly applied they will not often fail to re- 
move the inflammation; but when this is. not accom- 
plifhed, and when the fwelling or fwellings proceed 
to a {tate of fuppuration, nature fhould be as muchas - 
poflible affifted by a frequent and free ufe of emollient 
poultices and fomentations, and as foon asa fluctuation 
| of matter is difcovered, it ought to be difcharged by 
an opening made the full length ofthetumor. In this 
manner afore willbe produced that will be difficult 
‘to heal; but if the habit of body be found, acure will 
be obtained at laft, andthere is no other method with 
- which I am acquainted that will fo readily prevent 
the matter from burfting into the urethra. 
| When this unfortunate cireumftance takes place, of 

matter collected in one or more of thefe glands, find- 
ing accefs to the urethra, {carcely any advantage is to 
be derived fromart inthetreatment ofit. Injections, 
as we remarked in the laft fection, inftead of proving 
ferviceable, rather do harm. ‘Fhey cannot reach the 
cavity of the gland, where alone they might prove 
ufeful, and by preventing for atime that free dif- 
charge of matter, which, inevery abfcefs is defirable, 
they caufe it to collect, andalternately burft, out, in 
greater quantities than before. 

- Whenthe caufe of fuch an occurrence is. not fut 
pected, both the patient and practitioner areapt toima- 
gine that it proceeds from the fait of the injection: 
every variety of the remedy is therefore employed, 
but nearly the fame _ effect refults from all of them, 
and the patient, after being teafed and perplexed for 
_agreat length of time, finds himfelfin no degree bet~ 
ter than he wasat firft, ’ 
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By fome practitioners a courfe of mercury. has been 
advifed in this ftate of the difeafe, and particularly 
frictions with mercurial ointment. on the perineum ; 
but although I have often {een the practice fairly and 
completely tried, Inever knew any advantage derived. 
fromit.’ Neither does mercury prove ufefulin the fores 
which enfue from opening abfceffes in’ the’ perineum, 

proceeding from Gonorrhea, On the idea of thefe 
fores being of the fame nature with fuch as fuceeed 
to buboes in Lues Vencrea, mercury. is. commonly 


referibed; but although I have known it repeatedly 


nfed, not oily for the cure of thefe fores, but for. the 
| difeuffion of the previous tumefaction of the glands, I 
never knew any evident benefit derived fromit. — 


All that in fuch circumftances can with propriety 


be done is, to caufe the patient to live in fuch'‘a man- 
ner as will mott effectually brace his conftitution; his 
dict ought to be of a nourifhing kind ; cold bathing, 
particular ly in the fea, proves fometimes ufeful, and, 
in fome inftances, Jefuit’s bark, in: large ‘quantities, 
is given with advantage. 

In no period of this ftate of Gonorrhea are injeai- 
ons admiffible, and I fufpe@ that the difcredit into 


which they have fallen with many is owing to their. 


being employed promifcuoufly in every ftate of the 
complaint, * We have juft feen that they cannot be 


ufed with any profpec of fuccefs, when fuppuration 1 


has actually taken place, and a very little attention 
will make it appear that they ought not to be advifed 
during the inflammatory ftate ofthe complaint. While 
the parts are inflamed, inftead of endeavouring to re- 


move the difcharge, we ought rather totry to promote | 
it. Nothing tends with fuch certainty to moderate ; 
all the fymproms.. and I have repeatedly — obferved | 


that they are all rendered much more fevere by what- 
ever tends, in any degree, to give a check .to the 
running. It is proper, therefore, that. the younger 
part ae the profeffion be put ftrictly on their guard 
againft the ufe of injections in’every period ‘of this 


fage of Gonorrh®a; a practice which, in the firft — 
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dtage of the difeafe, is the only remedy, as we have 
feen, updn which any dependence ought to be placed, 
but which in this is evidently fraught with danger to 
the patient, and therefore with difcredit to thofe who 
advife it. — 

Belides ‘the glandular abfceffes of thefe parts, which 
we have jut deferibed, collections of matter are apt 
to occur in this {tate of the difeafe, not only in the 
‘cellular fub{ftance of the perineum, but in the corpus 
‘cavernofum of the penis, as well as in the corpus {pon- 
‘seofum uréthra. ‘The treatment of thefe, however, 
‘ought to be fo exactly what we have pointed out for 
the others, that nothing farther need be faid upon it. 
To prevent, as much as poffible, the rifk of fuch col-. 
lections buriting into the urethra, the matter fhould 
be difcharged by a free opening the whole length of 
_ the tumor, as foon as it is found to be completely form- 
-ed.- 

When collections of matter-in thefe parts, whether 
feated in Cowper’s glands, or in the contiguous foft 
parts, terminate, as they foimetimes do, in external 
openings, at the fame time that a communication is 
formed with the urethra, the urine efcapeés at the fore, 
and thus another difeafe is produced, termed a finus, 
or fiftula in perineo.. This falls to'be treated like | 
finufes in'every other part: the feat of the abfcefs 
muft be laid open from one end to the other, and by 
enlarging the opening in the urethra,-1f the patient be 
otherwife.in found health, a cure will, for the moft 
part, be obtained, by endeavouring to heal the fore 
from the bottom in the ufual way*. 

It may be alledged, if this proves fuccefsful where 
the matter has already formed an opening, beth in- 
wardly and outwardly, for itfelf, that a fimilar prac- 
tice dhould be adopted where the abfcefs has cnly 
burftinto the urethra. That a free incifion fhould be 
made into it, and a cure attempted in the manner we 
have already advifed. 


* VY. Syftem of Surgery, chap. xv. 
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Where the opening into the urethra is fuch as to 
admit the urine to pafs into the abfcefs, the practice 
to which I allude ought undouktedly to be adopted, 
for no other will prove fuccefsful, and the patient 
muft remain in a ftate of great diftrefs and mifery 
while this continues; but while-the external tegu-— 
ments remain entire, and while the urine does not 
findaccefs to the ab{cefs, no attempt of this kind ought 
to be made, However inconvenient the difcharge of 
matter from the urethra may be, and however long 
it may Continue, the patient ought rather to fubmit 
to it than to the uncertain event of a fiftulous open- - 
ing, which always proves tedious and diftrefsful, 
with whatever judgment the difeafe may be after- 
wards treated. ‘ : 


savibs i lta lal acti bly sb 
8 E-CeT. 2Vi, 
| | 
Of the Third Stage of Gonorrhea Virulenta, : 
‘ ne | 


IN this ftage of Gonorrhea, along with ardor uring, - 
and the other ordinary fymptoms of the difeafe, the 
patiént complains of a fevere fixed pain in the upper 
part of the perineum, accompanied with a {enfation of” 
fulnefs, and tenfion in all the parts.contiguous to the 
anus. ‘The defire to void urine is more frequent thar 
in either of the two preceding ftates, and it is com- 
monly : paifed with much pain -and difficulty ; often 
- drop by drop. Tenefmus, or a painful and frequent 
defire to go to ftool, often’ takes place, and, in fome — 
inftances, to fuch a diftrefsful height, as adds greatly 
to the mifery of the patient. _ Oo WP irs x 

Even in the commencement of the difeafe the pain 
in making water isin fome cafes fo fevere as to excite 
heat and other fymptoms of fever; and, in the more 
advanced ftages of it, I have known the fever rife to 
a very alarming height. This {tate of Gonorrhea, in 
fome inftances, proceeds from the inflammation {pread- 
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ing backward in a flow, gradual manner, from the 
point of the penis, which we have fhewn to be the 
feat of the firft {tage of the difeafe, but more frequent- 
ly it takes place fuddenly either from the imprudent 
ufe of injections, from the patient being in a riotous 
courfe of life, or from his being expofed to violent ex- 
ercife, either on foot or on horfeback. 

On examining the parts affected, the penis is, for 
the moft part, in a {tate of tendernefs and irr itability, 


nearly, indeed, as we have defcribed it to be in the 
fecond ftage of this. diforder ; but, together with this, 


on compreiling the parts about the end of the rectum. 


a fenfe of pain arifes, which is never experienced in 
either of the ftates already defcribed, and on intro-. 
ducing the finger into the anus, the proftate gland is 


found confiderably {welled, and in fuch a ftate of irri- 


tability thatit can {carcely bear to be touched. 
Even the flighteft degree of this affection excites 


much uneéafinefs, and the defire to pafs water feldom © 
ceafes for above a few minutes together ; but when the | 
difeafe has been of long duration, the proftate gland, ‘ 
which nearly furrounds the urethra, or which rather + 


appears, as it were, to form the paflage of urine at. 


this part, becomes often fo much fwelled as nearly to’: 
obftrud the difcharge of urine as completely as when ° 


the urethra is entirely ftopped. Thofe, indeed, not 


verfant in this branch of praétice are apt to miftake 


rere 


this affection for ftrictures in the urethra of courfe‘a’’ 
delay takes place in ufing the proper remedies, and at- - 


tempts which are frequently made to overcome the’ 


% 


{uppofed ftrictures, too often do mifchief. Fre-~ 


quently, indeed, neither a bougie, nor catheter, when 


a 


employed for removing a fuppreflion of urine, pro- — 


ceeding from this caufe, can be paffled; for the gland 


is in fome cafes fo much {welled as to-obliterate the © 


paflage almoft entirely, and in others, by fwelling on 
one fide only, the paflage is thrown altogether over 
to the other; circumftances which render the intro- 
duction of a bougie either ng: vahandiy nora or at beft 
difficult and uncertain, 
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As it isin-the commencément-only of this,affe@ion 
that any material advantage is derived from the inter- 
ference of art, and as it is-a difeafe. which, in the 
more advanced ftates of it excites the greateft poffible 
diftrefs, we, ought inflantly on the firft approach of it, 
to apply fuch remedies as experience has proved to be 
the moft effectual in removing. it, " 

_OFf all the remedies.that Ihave ever employed, early 


blood- -letting is almoft the only. one from which any. 


obyious advantage has. been derived. It ought to be 
advifed immediately, on the firft approach of: pain, nor 
fhould we be deterred by a weakly or delicate confti- 


tution, In a-perfon of this defcription the evacuation . 


ought, no doubt, to be more fparingly. adminiftered: 


than where. plethora takes place; but.even in the i 


moft. delicate habit of body, a quantity of-blood fhould 
be difcharged in proportion to the ftrength: of the pa- 
tient, in.the firft. place by the lancet; and afterwards 


by leeches applied-to the parts alinéieas ‘The prac- 


tice of blood-letting I coniider to be equally neceffa- 
ry here as in cafes of pleurify: inthe latter, indeed, 
the life of the patient is in greater hazard, but. in 
this his future comfort and enjoyment of life, are at 
ftake, It ought not, therefore, in any infiontcen to be 
omitted, 

Afpeak the more decidedly upon this from, various 
inftances, having fallen within my own obfervation, of 
the moft diftrefsful. confequences taking, place from 
this. remedy having been omitted, and from many 
others. having ended. eafily. where it was. employed 
with freedom, It. is in the firft ftages only of the 
diforder, however, in which it ats with much ad- 
vantage ; chiefly,. indeed, on the firft: fymptoms of. 
inflammation taking place, for when the proftate gland 
becomes fwelled and inflamed in any confiderable de- 
gree, neither this nor any other remedy can be de- 


pended. ‘upon forremoving it, After.a.long courfe of 
time an enlarged. proftate will fometimes be found 
much diminifhed, but. this happens more frequently 
without our being able to account for it, than as au 
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sete: CAR (of any. medicine employed: 
forsity aot'~ 

Blifters' do not. affordithat relief: Here that we fome- 
times derive. from. them in fwellings: of Cowper’s 
glands, neither is much;advantage-ever obtained from: 


faturnine applications, Opium, whether given. by the: 


mouth, or in clyfters, proves, more ufeful than any 
other. remedy for removing: the: pain and leffening the - 
irritation; but, probably: from coming, more ditedtly- 
into. conta& with the difeafed parts, it proves evident-* 
ly moft fuccefSful when given in clyfters, and ‘itfeems- 
to anfwer-better in fall dofes, frequently repeateds - 
than. in large quantities given at once, Phirty drops’ 
of Jaudanum, mixed with two. ounces. of thin ftarch, 
and thrown eafily: into the. re@um, very: commonly. 
gives immediate relief, and as long as: this dofe Rad hoi 


effe@ualit: ought not to be increafed, - 


While opiates, given in this manner,  Teftant the Gages 
tability of the organs of urine, they alfo give much re- 
lief by removing that painfuland frequent defireto ga - 
to ftool, with- which patients in this: difeafe are’ often 
afhided :; 

Hitherto. I have faid- nothing of the ufe-of injections; 
which are frequently. employed in this, as in other- 
itaves of- Gonorrhea, forremoving the running, "Phis;- 7 
however, is a practice that. ought: by-no micans to bea~- 
dopted, It has at firft been gone into without refleés - 
ing Wwpon its tendency, and afterwards periifted in-mere-° 
ly from having once been adopted. Inthe -fecond {tage 
of Gonorrhea Ishad occafion to remark thatthe dif : 
charge, inftead- of: being. topped; ought rather to be- 
encouraged, ‘The fame obfervation applies till more’ 


forcibly here, where a ftoppage-of the running tends 


always to aggravate every fymptom, and’ where we 
find confiderable relief often obtained by our bringing- 
on.a return of it.: This, as we ebferved- inthe lait’ 
fection, fhould’ rather. be done- by the ufe of warm 
emollient injections, than by fuch’ as ftimulate and 
give pain. Thete, know, are advifed for: this: pur- 


pote, but- 4s I have known them evidently do much -. 
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harm, even when managed in the moft cautious man- ° 
ner, and as we find, indeed, that the difeafe is often 
at firft induced by this very ‘practice; I do not hefitate 
_ to fay that it ought! very univerfally to be laid afide. 
For a fimilar reafon bougies ought never to be employ- 
edrheré::- 3: 

-Emollient ani s prove ufeful nat Merely by fo- 
liciting'a more plentiful difcharge from the urethra, 
but by foothing the irritability in. the parts affected, 
and. -thus leffening the pain; and where opiates) are 
conjoined with them they act ftill:more powerfully 
in this manner. » An infufion of the heads of poppies 
and althea root, ufed warm, anfwers particularly well 
for this purpefe. . Warm poultices, applied external- 
ly over the fundament and perineum, alfo prove ufe-. 
ful, Some advantage too is derived from warm fo- 
mentations; and I have known the warm bath afford 
much relief. | 

All thefe remedies, however, ack as malities on- - 
ly ; but by their ufe the prefent diftrefs may be uch © 
mitigated, while nature, in the courfe of time, aided 
by cautious management on the part of the patient, . 
may at laft accomplifh a cure... At leaft, this, in the 
courfe of my obfervation, has happened in feveral in- 
{tances where the fwelling of this gland has not arriv- : 
ed at any great height ; but it hasbeen more frequent- 
ly the confequence of rigid attention to regimen|than 
the effec of medicines.. We conftantly find, in this 
complaint, that whatever excites much heat of body | 
does harm; whether bodily exercife, or heating food 
and drink; hence every thing of this. kind fhould be | 
avoided, particularly. much walking and riding on 
-horfeback ; and full) meals of animal. food, efpecially 
when wine or other {trong drinks are likewife indulg- 
ed in.. The diet fhould confift of milk and vegetables, 
with 4 no greater proportion of animal food than is-ne- 
ceffary to fupport the {trength of the patient. | 

Such drinks fhould be chiefly ufed as tend to slant 
- the acrimony ofthe urine, and to fheath the parts which 
it-paffes over; fuch as infution of lintfeed and althea, 
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emulfions of almonds, and ‘water inwwhich gum arabic 
is diffolved. 

I have infinuated that I have little confidence § in the 
attivity of any medicine for removing fwellings in the 
proftate gland; when it has unfortunately acquired 
a confiderable bulk. A deference to the opinion of 
others requires that I fhould ftate the grounds upon 
-which this opinion is formed; this] fhalldo in notic- 
ingfhortly the medicines which have been manatee’ 
with the view of obviating this complaint. . . 

When other remedies fail, and in fome cafes even 
before they are fairly tried, mercury is, in ordinary 
practice, recommended ; but I have much reafon to 
think that it very commonly, if not always, does harm. 

Even inearly practice I had frequent opportunities 
of feeing this complaint, and being led by conver- 
- fation with others to expect fubftantial relief from > 
/ mercury, I ufed it freely for feveral years : I muftac- 
knowledge, however, that I never perceived any ad- 
vantage arife from it, while, in fome. cafes, evident 
mifchicf was the effect of the practice. 2 % 

Mercury never had any obvious effec in digit | 
ing the tumour, and by encrealing the irritability of 
the fyftem; even when given in {mall quantities, and 
in the moft cautious manner, it ufually rendered the 
parts affected more painful than they were before. On 
thefe accounts mercury appears to’ be not only an ufe- 
lefs but a dangerous remedy, fo that I have now, in 
{wellings of this gland, laid it entirely afide. 

Cicuta has alfo. been much recommended in fwel- 
lings of this gland; but although I have given it very: 
full and complete trials, I am not fure that in any in- 
{tance it ever proved ufeful. ‘The difeafe, in fome, . 
has appeared to yield while cicuta was employed, but 
this was only where a great length of time had elapf- 
-ed,and not ina greater proportion of cafes than where 
this remedy was never ufed. . But as it may be em- 
ployed under proper management without any rifk to 
the patient, where other remedies do not fucceed, and 
where it isneceflary to be doing fomething, it may be 
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»proper togive ita farther trialbefore any final opinion 
is formed of it. 

| Haviag,intumonurs of ofher parts, obferved shirious 

atlvantages froma decoction of the root of mezereon, 
dphave, in various inftances, ufed it in fwellings of the 
yproftate gland. Infome it has appéaréd 'to prove ufe- 
ful, but never fo evidently as torenable me to {peak 
_owith certainty aboutiit. » When conjoined with afar- 
" faparilla*,.- it feems,'in other cafes, to be ‘rendered {till 
more active, -and-the: mucilage contained in‘that:root, 
-by blunting the acrimony ofthe mezereon, renders it 
-both more agreeable to the palate and more. eghia 
-to the ftomach, 

“Among other remedies. employed i in fwellings of the 
proftate gland, fea bathing and drinking fea water has 
been one of themoft freguent.. Where this difeafe is 
eonnected witha fcrophulous conftitution this‘ reme- 
dy ‘certainly provesufeful, It willnever remove the 
‘tumour fpeedily ; but, by ftrengthening the conftitu- 
‘tion, it feems, in fach circumftances, to render the 
{welling lefs permanent than it ufually proves to be 
.where'this remedy isnot employed. It ought, how- 
‘ever, to be remarked, that all ftrong purgatives do 
much harm, This happens inevery dtage of Gonor- 

_xhea, but efpecially where the proftate gland or blad- 
der are affected. -By the irritation which they. ex- 
ite they not only induce amore copious difcharge, 
but render the inclination to void urine much more 
frequent and'more painful. Whenfalt water is ufed, 
therefore, it ought not to be in greater quantities than — 
will anfwer as very gentle laxatives. | . 

Swelling of the proftate gland does not terminate 
as tumours in the other glands of the urethra frequent- 

dy do, in fuppuration. When Cowper’s glands, or © 

any of the fmaller glands ef the urethra become in- 
flamed, they eitherfuppurate ora cure is obtained by 
difeufhon:s but, in fimilar affeftions of the proftate — 
this very feldom happens, When the tumour does | 


A * Vide Appendix, Ne:i45. . wee - 
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not yield to'timeous blood-letting, or when it does 
not afterwards gradually fubfidé, it éither remains 
nearly of the fame fize and hardnels, or becomes both 
larger and firmer till it eridsin a real {chirrus, of con- 
fiderable magnitude. 

In this {tate of the difeafe the difcharge is, for the 
moft part, thin and acrid ; together with matter from 


‘the contiguous parts of thie urethra, which are ufually 
‘more or le{s difeafed, a confiderable quantity is thrown 
out of the gland itfelf, forming, as we will afterwards 


fee, one of the moft obftinate varieties of gleet.* 4: 
Even in the commencement of this affection of the 
proftate, the paffage of urine, as we have already re- 
marked, is often much obftruéted ; but, in the more 
advanced {tages of it, this, in forme cafes, comes to 
fuch a height as*to be unfurmountable. Whether 


from the paflage being completeiy obliterated by the 


fides of the {welled gland adhering together, which is 
alledged to happen, but which I never faw, or from 
the paflage being contracted by the fides of the gland 
fwelling unequally, it fometimes happens that neither 
a bougie nor catheter can be introduced. In'this cafe, 
‘asa total ob{truction is formed to the paffage of urine, 
we are obliged to draw it off by puncturing the blad- 
der, which may either be done above the pubes, or by 
paling: the trocar into the bladder from the rectum, 

‘or pufhing it up by the fide of the difeafedg land*. It 
muft be remarked, however, in forming an ‘opening 
witha trocar for dr awing the urine off from the blad- 
der, that a very enlarged {tate of this gland precludes 
every attempt for this purpofe either inthe perineum 


(or rectum. In which cafe it muft neceffarily ne done 


-aboye the pubes. » 

In fuch circumftances, all that art can do, is to pre- 
ferve a paflage for the urine, by retaining a canula in 
the opening, and keeping the patient as free from pain 
as poflible with dofes of'opium anenate to the diftrefs 
in Bieuldh he Hap gSt: to! bdlc 19 76'R: 


He. Vide Syflem of Surgery, chapter xiii. 
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: ] T fometimes. pu nevis that the ‘inflammatory 
- {ymptoms pafs eafily over the anterior part of the 
urethra, and fhew themfelves in more force ‘and vio- 


lence higher in the paflage. Thus, although the © 


third ftage of the difeafe, in which, as we have feen, 
the proftate gland is chiefly affected, is fometimes 
produced: by the inflammation fpreading from’ thofe 
parts which are only concerned when'the fecond ftage 
of it takes place, yet inftances often occur/of the in- 


flammation pafling from the point of the urethra along | 


the whole courfe of the paflage, without any interme- 
diate part of it being much affected, and fixing in the 
moft violent manner, upon the proftate gland or blad- 
der. In fome cafes the proftate is affected while the 
bladder itfelf remains found, while in others it paffes 


eafily over that gland, and feizes with tt ae er ncawty a 


upon every part of the bladder. 

- Infome cafes the bladder becomes affeéted diiron on 
the firft attack of the difeafe. The inflammation 
{preads fo quickly along the’ urethra that the bladder 
is pained in the courfe of a few hours from the com- 
mencement of the difcharge. It more frequently 
occurs, however, after the running has been of fome 
duration; and, for' the moft:part, can be traced as the 
confequence Of. snweh expofure to cold and dampnefs ; 


of violent exertion in walking or on horfeback; or, — 
as the effect of an injeftion thrown with too much a 


violence into the upper part of the urethra. es 
The patient, from'the firft approach of the ania: 


complains of much uneafinefs, which iat’ laft termi- — 


hates in fevere pain over all the region of the bladder, 
particularly about the neck of it; accompanied with 
a frequent and painful defire to make’ water, and of- 
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ten with tenefmus. © In fome'cafes the pain is chiefly 
featedabout the anus; bit, in weneral, all the under 
parts of the abdomen, particularly about the region 
of the pubes, are greatly pained, and in fome inftances, 
even the kidneys become aifected, either from nerv- 
ous fympathy, or from the inflammation gray 
from the bladder along the ureters. 
» In general the. pain, eipecially after yoiditig urine, 
extends to the glans penis, and as this, with the ftop- 
page which occurs to the flow of urine, are {ymp- 
toms which always accompany ftone, cafes of this 
' kind, when the hiltory of the difeafe has been con- 
cealed, has been miftaken for ftone in the bladder. 

If. this: running from the urethra has not been ftop- 
ped by injections, it continues as if no affection of the 
bladder had occurred ; and ‘in general any interrup- 
tion. that:takes place to the difcharge proves. only 
’ temporary; but along with the ufual running from 
the urethra, fuch as takes place in one or other, of the 
different {tages which we have def{cribed, a.confider- 
able quantity of matter paffes off withthe urine. 
This gives the urine a turbid appearance, as ifipuru- 
lentmatter was mixed with it, but on examining the 
depefition, which is ufually made.in the courfe:of a 
few hours, ‘it ‘is eens to confift almoft entizely of 
mucus, - 

On a further. continuance @f the diGsate. this matin 
contained in the urine’ affumes a very different ap- 
pearance. Inftead- being broken and divided into 
flakes, as at firft, it now becomes.tough and vifcid, 
in’a very remarkable degree, refembling ifinglafs di- 
luted with water'to the confiftence. of jelly.. This 
geletaneous matter is fufpended in the urine when firft 
voided, but it foon feparates, and falls tothe bottom, 
where it adheres fo firmly to the fides of the veffel in 
which it is received,-as to be feparated from it: with 
difficulty. In fome cafes this fubftance is clear and 
tranfparent, but, for the moft part, it is tinged of a 
yellow hue, and fomewhat. opake. 

» When any confiderable quantity of this matter has 
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paffed off the patient iscommonly relieved, and con- 
tinues eafy for a longer or fhorter, period, according. 
to, the;degree of inflammation that takes place. | 

In fome. cafes the quantity of this vifcid matter is”. 


e very inconfiderable, being no more than what. flight+ 
_ ly covers the bottom of the pot, while in others \it 


feems to form more than half of ali that.comes from 
the bladder... When in fuch confiderable quantities, - 


it tends greatly to reduce the ftrength of the patient; > 


patel that few ceastitn tions, are able’ to: pra it 
long. Kia 

From the nature of the parts.in which, this dlifeati 
is feated, we would expect that it fhould be the moft _ 
fatiiicable complaint that Gonorrhea could induce; _ 
but this is by nomeans the cafe : the difeate deferibed: 


- jn the lat fection, viz. {welling of the proftate gland, 


proves always morefo. Few recover from the one, — 
while cures. are obtained by a great. proportion of all 


_ who.are feized with’ the other. At leaft: in healthy 


conftitutions this commonly happéas; if the difeate 


- hasnot been. much neglected at firft. In general, indeed; 
-aconfiderable time pafles over before a perfec cure is 


obtained ; nay, fome degree of uneafinefs, and certain | 
deranged fentations, will often:continue fora number — 
of years, but aftér the firft violence of the fymptoms. 


is over, they generally become, ina gradual TABAAE, ; 


milder, till at laft they vanilh entirely, . 
~Onithe firft approach of the difeafe blood- shathanial Fa 
the only remedy upon which, moft.dependence ought — 
to berplaced, and, when. freely practifed, it feldom — 


- fails torender the ic mptoms moderate, and of fhorter : 


duration than they otherwife pr obably would be. >i» 
a. quantity of blood fhould be taken with the aac 
in proportion to the ftrength of the patient, 2num- 
ber of leeches fhould be repeatedly applied to, the 
neighbourhocd of the anus, With reipe@ to: dient, 
and other (circumftances, the. patient ought to be 
treated.in the manner we have advifed in the laftfec- 


tion, His bowels fhould be kept. moderately. open — 


with caftor oil, or other gentile laxatiy es, and opiates. 
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| fhould be exhibited in fuflicient dofes for leffening, or 
teven for removing the pain. When treating of {wel- 
ling of the proftate gland‘ we. advifed)opiates to be 
| giveniim the form of clyfters, rather than by the 
| mouth, and.this mode of exhibiting the remedy 
proves equally ufeful here. 

With a view. more certainly to allay the irritabili- 
| ty of the bladder, it has been propofed to inject opium 
| diffolved in water into it: but this appears to be a 
dangerous experiment... l.have known it done, but . 
| the patient was nearly killed by it. Convulfions and. 
{other alarming fymptoms occurred, but not in fuch 
| degree as to prove fatal. 

Warm emollient injections, ren as warm ah or 
the form of injection in the Appendix, No. 23, fre- 
| quently givesrelief from pain, and give a temporary . 
fufpentfion of that conftant defire to pafs water which 
‘often prevails here; and in fome cafes the {emicupium | 
proves fuccefsful when thefe have failed.» , 

A plentiful ufe of mucilagenous drink, fuch as in- 
| fufion of lintfeed and althea root, and a folution of 
| gum arabic in water, afford relief in all affections of ~ 
| the urinary paffages, but in none more than in the 
one of which we are now treating. 

All thefe remedies are meant to alleviate pain aiid 
| irritation in the commencement of the difeafe, and 
|} when timeoufly applied, and duly perfifted in, they 
very commonly prove effectual, butin:the more ad- 
| wanced ftages of the difeafe, when the pain is not fo 
| fevere, but when a goed deal of uneafinefs continues, 
accompanied with a difcharge of that 'vifcid matter 
which we have defcribed ,remedies of this kind do not 
afford fo much relief, Opiates will no doubt tend at 
all times to allay irritation, by blood-letting, which 
at firft never fails to give relief, tends now only to 
weaken the patient, without being productive’ of any 
advantage. 

» In this fituation Jefuit’s bark fometimes proves ufe- 
ful; and 1 have {een inftances where a few grains of 
} al m added to each dofe, feemed to render it more eft 
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fe&tual. Balfam of copaiba, and Canada balfam, prove 
likewife ufeful here: but) where much ‘benefit is ex= 
pected from them they fhould be given in as large 
dofes as the ftomach of ‘the. patient will permit. 

Of all the remedies, however, which in {uch circum+ 
ftances I have ever tried, uva urfi is the moft effectual. 
No advantage is derived from it where the proftate 
elandis difeafed; but in unmixed affections of this kind; 
where the bladder only is affected, it feldom fails to 
procure relief.’ It miay be given to the extent ofa 
fcruple at firft, and afterwards half a drachm of the 
powder three times 'a day, in which quantity it fel- 
dom fails, in the courfe of a. few days, to leffen the 
proportion of -vifcid matter in the urine; by which, 
and the abatement of pain which at the fame time | 
takes place; we are always certain that the inflamma- 
tion alio is diminifhed. 

“On the: idea that this affeGtion of the bladder. pro- 
beds from a.tranflation of the matter of Lues Vene- 
réa from the urethra; mercury is commonly ufed in 
_it;-but although I] have often given it, I never knew 
‘any advantage derived: from it; it fonietines: even 
doesharm. It increafes the ir ritability of the fyftem 
in general, as well as of} the han ts more: par sie: 
affected. 

When affections of this kind ‘have? ntarhtiiead long, 
the bladder is apt to become much thickened and lef- 
fened in diameter: hence, evenafter all the other 
fymptoms are gone, the frequiént. inclination to pafs 
urine continues. In fome cafes this goes on for. years: 
nay, I have known it endure for a great length of 
time, and only terminate with the life of the patient. 
it feems evidently to be the effect of inflammation, 
for it fucceeds to inflammation ‘of the bladder, by 
whatever caufe it may be induced... It-alfo occurs 
from itrictures.in the urethra, when they: sad ie a to 
be confiderable and of long duration. ‘ 

“For the removal of this thickened’ eaves! ‘of: ine 
coatsof the bladder mercury is often prefcribed, and 
im fome cafes it has certainly proved ufeful; but it 
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feems to prove equally fo from wibate wets caufe the 
witeale tl fir fs have =e ipl . 


fiy 
'h 


é7 rae T we TY! ’ 
Orel wt ks . es | ; 
=/ ob fr 33 KC S E 4 i VII. ¢ eeyen | ; 
emer MLA ELE ) ef “ 
a teil Of Chordee. RWS ORR aOR ET 







i CHO RDEE: is a painful, involuntary ere@ion 
‘of the penis. Patients in every ftage of Gonorrhea 
‘are, in fome degree, liable to Chordee; but it occurs 
‘mich moré frequently, and to a much oteates height 
in the fecond ftage of the difeafe, than in any of the 
others. It happens at all times of the day, but moft 
frequently when the patient is warm in bed, when 
it is in fome inftances fo fevere as to deprive filth en- 
‘tirely of reft. During a fit of Chordee the penis be- 
‘comes hard and painful to the touch, and for the 
moft part it is ‘curved’ downwards in a confiderable 
degree. , 
~ Chordee occurs in every period of this ftage of 
Gonorrhea, and it fometimes remains after the heat 
of urine and all the other fymptoms are gone, but 
it is ufually moft fevere during the continuance of 
the inflammation, and becomes more or lefs fo ac- 
cording as that {ymptom is in a oe gt or leffer de~ 
ee. 
. therefore conclude that Chordee is an effed& of 
inflammation, and that it proceeds from irritation, 
communicated from the nerves of the urethra to 
‘thofe of the contiguous mufcles, ‘by which thofe 
inequal degrees of contradiftion are produced over 
¢ whole fubftance of the penis, which univerfally 
‘take place in this difcafe. 


cwvere ‘it owing to effufions oF lymph into the re- 
by ‘i 


b * This printhic of giving mercury in the thickened flate of the urinary blad- 

which fucgeeds s0 inflammation, we find recommended by the late Doctor 

nezer Gilchrift of Dumfries, to whom we are indebted for much valuable 
ation in diferent parts of the practice of medicine. 
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ticular parts of the penis, as fome have imagined to: 
be frequently the cafe*, Chordee would be ofa more’ 
permanent nature thian we ever find it to be, and 
thefe effufions would. be apt to terminate in fup- 
puration. Now, althouh fuppuration is fometimes 
the confequence of inflammatory tumours in thefe 
parts, I have never obferved that it happens in thofe 
tumefactions which accompany Chordee. The latter 
commonly rife and difappear again in the courfe of 
a few hours, and they are more diffufed than tumours 
ufually are which proceed to fuppuration. The 
others rife more flowly, and they terminate, whe- 
ther by difperfion or tuppuration, in a much more 
gradual manner, _. | 

Of all the remedies I have ever employed opiates | 
prove moft ufeful in Chordee. The pain and tenfion 
are fometimes removed.by rubbing the parts affected 
with laudanum, or with a {trong folution of opium) 
in. water, and by keeping pledgits immerfed in either 
of thefe, conftantly applied to them; but the great- 
eft advantage i is obtained from the internal exhibition | 
sof opium. Thirty or forty. drops of laudanum, giyen | 
at bed-time, or on the acceffion of the Chordee, — 
very feldom fails in preventing or removing it... 

Emollient injections thrown up the urethra,. par- 
ticularly, when impregnated with opium, have alfo a. 
_powerful influence in leftening the violence of Chor- 
dee; and as the heat and irritation produced by 
-coftivenefs tends greatly to augment the violence of 
thisfymtom, I have known much advantage obtain- 
ed from the operation of a gentle laxative. . 

A temporary relief is often derived from. the ap- | 
Bucidcn of a cold folution of faccharum faturni, and 
Ihave known the external. application of» ‘camphor 
prove ferviceable: when diflolved in fpirit of wine 
it. proves ufeful, but it acts with more advantage 
when diffolved in oil, Fri@ions with mercurial oint- 
menthave been much recommended for the removal 
‘of Chordee, but as Ihave Fea Found more ad~ 


* V. John Hunter on the Venereal Difeafe. 
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vantage from rubbing with camphorated oil, I con- 


- eludé thatit is chiefly the emollient Drapertics of the 


- 





mercurial ointment which render it ufeful, and, 
therefore, that the inconveniencies which {ometimes 
occur from mercury, may here be avoided. 

In fome cafes we derive advantage from tying the 
penis down with a fillet to the thigh, but it only an- 
{wers in very flight affetions, and the practice ought 
never to be advifed in the more fevere attacks of the 
difeafe:..: Being an obvious remedy for counteracting 


an erection, it isnot. unfrequently employed in the 


firft inftance by the patient; but I have frequently 


_ known itdoharm, either from the fillet’ being applied 
| too tight, or from the’ parts being in fuch a ftate of 
| tendernefs as to render it altogether inadmiffible. 


When none of thefe remedies fucceed, blood-let- 


| ing fometimes proves ufeful; particularly by the ap- 
- plication of leeches. to the parts affefted, nor ought 


this ever to be omitted when the patient is of a ple- 
thoric habit, or when the pulfe is full. When Chor- 


| dee takes place in a flight degree only, blood- letting is 
| never neceflary ; but whenever it isfevere, and refifts 
_ the otherremedies we have mentioned, we ought never 
- to hefitate in advifing it, Bloodsldeting proves more 
_effeGtual than any other remedy in preventing that 

permanent kind of Chordee, which fometimes con- 
_ tinues very diftrefsful long: after every other phe ec 
_ of Gonorrhea has difappeared. 


Opium is one of our moft effectual remedies in 
every ftage of this {ymptom, but particularly where 
it has been of long continuance. In this ftate of 


_ the difeafe I have fometimes found, where opium 
_ has failed,-that hen-bane, the hyocyamus niger of 
_ Linneus, has proved fete A’ grain of the extrac, 

FI properly prepared, may be given three times a day 
at firft, and the dofe increafed totwo, three or more 
_ grains, according to itseffects. I have given to the 
extent of feven and eight grains three times a day, 
with noinconvenience whatever; but this was after 
the patient had been for fome weeks accuftomed to 
_ the remedy. 
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Ok, Hemorrhages from the Urethra. 





“IN the defcription of the eigen we hiviee: — that 
ni matter of Gonorrhea. is| frequently tinged with 
blood. When the quantity of blood is incontiderable 
little or no notice is taken of it, the matter gradually 
acquires the. common appearance, and a cure is‘ ac- 
complithed in the ufual way ; but when a blood veffel 
of any magnitude burfts in the urethra, as fometimes © 
happens when. the inflammation runs high, -fuch 
quantities of blood are difcharged as prove highly 
alarming. Thave known different inftances of three © 
or four pounds of blood being difchar es in the — 4 
of a few hours. 

On the firft appearance of this fymptom chinkitete 
reft fhould be immediately recommended, for nothing — 
tends. more. to. promote hemorrhages wy: every kind © 
than bodily, exertion. ‘The patient’s bowels ought — 
to be opened with a gentle laxative; his diet fhould — 
be, of a cooling nature ; he ought to be kept'ina cool, | 
well-aired apartment, and the penis fhould be im- 
meried, from .time to time, in a cold folution of | 
cerufla acetata, in equal parts of vinegar and water. 

Ta Haemorrhages’ of every kind I have derived 
nore, advantage: from a plentiful ufe of kino, and 
particularly in the fymptom which we are now con- © 
lidering... It may be given in the quantity of twenty — 
grains four times a day, and it may be ufed either by © 
itfelf, or rubbed ‘with equal parts of gum arabic and © 
fine jugar, which renders it both more pc ma b 
uiore grateful to the ftomach. 

dn fome cafes I have derived advantage from atin. | 
gent injeGion ; particularly from an infufion of red 
role leaves, ftrongly earenatae with allum, as m 
‘No. 21, fe from No. 14*, of which balfamum co- a. 


y Vide Appendix. 
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paiba forms the bafis. "The injections fhould be thrown 
| up with caution, and retained by comprefling the ure- 
| thra as long as the patient can bear them. | 
When all thefe means fail, and when there is caufe 
to fufpect that the patient’s life may be endangered 
by the lofs of too much blood, recourfe mutt be had 
to preffure. I have, in different inftances, put an 
immediate {top to the difcharge Ly inferting a bougie 
into the penis. When the bougie is large nothing 
farther is neceffary ; but when it does not prove fuc- 
cefsful of itfelf, if the difcharge proceeds from the 
fore-part of the penis, it may be ftopped at once by 
gentle preffire with a narrow roller, when it flows 
|| from the perineum, by continued a with the 
- hand or fingers. 
_ With a view to obtain a long doutinutd preffure, 
|| a catheter of elaftic gum may be ufed inftead of a bou- 
|| gie, by which the patient may, with due care and 
| attention, void his urine while the preffure is conti- 
nued: but if the bladder is emptied immediately be-— 
| fore the’ bougie is introduced, it may, for the moft 
} part, be retained as long as is neceflary. 
_ Having in this and the preceding fections confider- 
| ed Gonorrhea in the different forms under which it 
| occurs in men, we: fhall now offer a few obfervations 
upon the fame difeafe as it appears in females, 
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Of Gonorrhea in Women, 


WOMEN are lefs fufceptible of this difeafe than 
| ‘men; ; and with them it is alfo lefs violent in its yee 

s toms, and lefs alarming in its confequences. 3 
| Why men fhould be more readily infected than wo- 
| men is difficult to explain ; but that the difeafe fhould 
| prove more violent in the former is evident. The 
i parts: which it saben are more numerous, and more 
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deeply feated ; and we find that all the fymptoms of 
this difeafe are mild or fevere according as the parts 
affected are deeply feated, or otherwife. Hence, as 
long as the extremity of the urethra only is affe&ed, 
the fymptoms of Gonorrhea are equally violent in 
both fexes. During the continuance of the fir{t {tage 
of the difeafe in men, the pain is never more fevere 
than we often meet with it in women, nor does it 
ever beeome fo till the inflammation, ‘Proceeds to a 
greater depth, 

In women the difcharge phagseds either from the 
vagina or urethra, and in fome. cafes; partly from 


both. When the vagina only is affected the paimat- | 


tending it is inconfiderable, unlefs the matter is fo 
acrid as to inflame the clitoris, nymphz, or labia pu- 
dendi, as we fometimes find is, the cafe; but whene- 
ver the urethra is the feat of the difeafe, the fame 
degree of ardor urine takes place as ufually occurs in 
men. Nay, in women this fymptom is often more 
fevere, and the inflammation by which it is produced 
‘proceeds more readily and more frequently in them 
to the bladder than it ufually does in men; for, in 
‘moft inftances of Gonorrhea in women, they complain 
of fevere pain over the loins, and all the region: of 
the bladder, and their urine very commonly depofits 
mucus in fuch quantities as indicates a confiderable 
affection of that vifcus. 

This muft happen from the paflage to the bladder 
being confiderably fhorter in them than in men; and 
the urethra being wider and not fo liable to be ob- 


ftruéed, the fymptoms arifing from affections of this 
part are neither fo fevere, nor are they ufually offuch | 


long continuance, 

On examining the feat of Gonorrhea in women, 
it is often difficult to determine whether the difeafe 
exits or not, and. if the patient is inclined to conceal 
any circumftances connected with her fituation, it is 
_ altogether impoflible to a{certain this. point with pre- 


eibeas This uncertainty occurs froin the fimilarity 


of Gonorrhea tothe matter of fluor albus a difeafe to. 
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_ which women are fo very liable, that, in fome degree, 
pe _ fear tre any but the moft robuft:are at all times free 
of it. Befidesa fimilarity inthe matter, the heat of 
| “urine, and inflammation of the contiguous parts; are 
often: equally fevere in the fluor atbus as ehcy com- 
the - monly are in Gonorrhea. 
mM «Ehe chief diftin@ion which external appearances 
afford between the two difeafes, is, that in fluor albus 
4 the matter is ofa whiter hid then in Gonorrhea: 
4 _In the latter itis fomewhat of a cream colour, where- 
-asiin fluor albus it is ufually of a pale white colour, 
; and of a'thinner confiftence. It muft, however, be: 
” acknowledged, that thefe means of Aifinétion, are by. 
no means fuflicient, and that no certainty upon this’ 
» point can be obtainedibut by a full account being re- 
) ceived from the patient herfelf of all the circumftan- 
q ces connected with thecafe. . When a womaniis feized 
' with heat of urine, anda difcharge of matter from 
_ the parts of eeneration, and at the fame time admits ~ 
| that thefe fymptoms fucceeded to her connection with 
) a man labouring under Gonorrhea, no doubt will re- 
' main of the nature of the difeafe : bus when a patient 
" inclines to conceal the real caufe of her diforder, no — 
F means with which weare yet acquainted are fufficient 
_ to afcertain the difference between‘ thefe two dif- 
i eafes.. 
Fa, It fortuhdtely,, however, happens, that the reme- 
dy which. anfwers with ariott certainty in the one, 
; Borcsce equally: powerful.in the other: the remedy 
| I allude to is an aftringent injetion, All the variety 
_ of injections enumerated in the foregoing fections may. 
4 be ufed with equal propriety here: but it is chiefly 
‘the vitriolic folution, No. 18, upon which much 
' dependence fhould be wlaced, When duly perfevered 
in, and thrown: up five or fix times a day, it feldom 
: fails, in women, toaccomplifh a cure of Gonorrhea, 
and it proves equally fuccefsful,.as I have obferved. 
0 Bpbove,: in removing the fluor albus; f. 
Where, indeed, the conftitution is much depute 
“and where the difcharge i is kept up by:general velanas! 
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tion of the conftitution, although injections may re- © 
move the running, they willnot prevent a return of © 
it; but from much experience of their influence I 

- ean recommend them as one of the moft powerful © 
remedies that has yet been ufed for this very diftrefs- | 
fulfymptom, to whicha great ae stn of the fex © 
are liable. 
In females injections may be ufed with the epee : 
freedom, when the difcharge proceeds from the va~ — 
gina ; but in throwing injections up the urethra more — 
circumfpection is neceflary than is even ‘required in — 
men, The urethra in women being ‘fhort, and the — 
{phincter of the bladder more eafily forced, ifinjec- | 
tions are thrown up with violence, they will readily — 
pafs into the bladder; and as this might be produc. © 
tive of much irritation and pain, it ought to be care- — 
fully guarded againft, With proper attention this is 
ealily done; and as the running proceeds, forthe moft — 
part, from within half an inch of the extremity of the — 
urethra, there is no neceflity for throwing pst era q 
farther. | 
‘Where the: difeafe is entirely confined to the ure- — 
‘thra or vagina a cure may always be accomplifhed by — 
injections; particularly if thefé be accompanied with — 
a proper attention to diet, and to the {tate of the bow- 
els: but where the bladder is already affected, other ~ 
remedies are required. The patient. muft lofe blood — 
in quantities proportioned to her ftrength;' the diet’ — 
fhould be very low; her bowels fhould be kept ‘eafy ~ 
with gentle laxatives; and the pain'and irritation © 
fhould be leffened. or removed with dofes-of opiates , 
proportioned to the violence of thefe fymptoms, 
In women the mucous glands of the parts affected’ 
are apt to inflame, although not fo frequently as in — 
men, nor are the confequences which refult from ~ 
them fo apt to prove permanent. ‘This may happen — 
from none of thefe glands being fo large in women: © 
hence, when they fwell from inflammation, they do” 
not arrive at fuch a bulk, and when they fuppurate, © 
the abfeeffes which enfue’more eafily heal, “They” 
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are chiefly fituated in the babi padgadi, and in the 
vagina. 

Swellingsof this kindin women require backache me- 
thodof treatmentasinmen. Blood-letting, both gene- 
ral and local, fhould be advifed onthe firftappearance of 
the tumours, and the’ parts/affected fhould be kept 
covered with a cold folution of faccharum faturni in 
water and vinegar. When this ails.in preventing 
their increafe, warm emollient cataplafms fhould be 


advifed, in order to, forward fuppuration ; and this 


taking plaee, the tumour fhould be laid open with a 

free incifion from one! end-to;the other. 

Where tumours,of this ‘kind arrive at.a larger. fie 
than ufual, I have,in different inftances, both in men 
and women, difcharged the matter by; the introduc- 
tion of.a feton. But asfetons are not eafily managed 
in this fituation, the mode of opening them by inci 
fion fhould be preferred; and it will/commonly be 
found that it anfwers beft to lay the) abfcefs open 

* through its whole length. 

_ In the treatment. of fronunnhoee in women there 
are fome who uniformly prefcribe mercury, although 
they never advife it in men., This they do from an 
idea of its being more frequently connected with Lues 
Venerea in women than in men.” 

I have not found, however, that this is the cafe, 
or that there is caufe for mercury being given for 
this difeafe in women more thaninmen, Gonorrhea 
often takes place in women as it does in men along 
with Lues Venerea: in fuch circumftances mercury 
mui{t no doubt be employed; but by no means on ac- 
count of the Gonorrhea. So far as my obfervation 
goes, the difeafe is to be cured in both fexes in the. 


€ manner, chiefly, as I have already remarked, 


by the ufe of aftringent injections. 
It happens, indeed, in women, as it does in men, 


“that Gonorrhea, particular ly the milder forms of the | 


| difeafe, will difappear whether injections are ufed or 
hot. ‘This in former times, was attributed to the 
purgative, demulcent, and aftringent medicines, 
Which in all cafes were ufed in larec ~~ontities; 


ay 
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but by later experience we know’that none of thefe 
remedies are neceflary, and that the difeafe difap- 
pears as foon, ‘and with as much certainty, where — 


none of them are employed, merely by keeping the 


ee clean, witha-proper attention to regimen, 


In fpeaking of cleanlinefs itis proper to remark, 


that: both in“men- and women it'ought at ‘all tines | 
to be inculcated, par ticularly in women, where the | 


matter of: Gonorrhea is very aptto become acrid, 
and excoriate the parts to which! it is applied, 


Attention to this circumftance is often advifed, on | 


the fuppofition’ of ‘chancres» being likely to’ occur 


from the matter of ‘Gonorrhea, where it is'allowed 


to reft long upon any’ particular fpot. Whatever 
excites attention :to'cleanlinefs will here prove ufe- 
‘ful; but no practitioner of obfervation will now ad- 
‘nit’ that the advantages arifing from it proceed from 


this caufe. Were this the cafe, excoriations produced © 


in this manner would not heat without the ufe of 


mercury; whereas we all know,’ that affettions of 


this kind, proceeding from the matter of Gonorrhea, 
never require mercury, and that: they heal ‘eafily 
merely by bathing’ the parts frequently, and prevent- 
ing the matter from reiting a im ies iy erp nn ets 


‘s EC aie IED ial jibe gis 


Recapitn lation. 


I have thus finifhed the obfervations I had to’ offer 


on Gonorrhea as it appears both in the male and fe- 


male patient; but it may not be improper in this — 


‘place, by a fhort and general recapitulation, to o’bring® 
the fubject into one point of view. 
1, From the arguments {tated in different’ parts of 


the preceding fections it appears that Gonorrhea is a_ 


local difeate, proceeding from a fpecific contagion 
and not neceflarily connected with any other. 


? 
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2. That the difcharge of matter which takes place 
is not the effect of ulceration, but proceeds from 
an inflamed ftate of the urethra and contiguous parts. 

3. That this inflammation, while confined to the 
membrane of the urethra, particularly to the parts 
_ near to the extremity of the penis, is never produc- 
tive of any alarming fymptom: a difcharge of mat- 

ter, accompanied with ardor uring, and fome flight 
degree of Chordee, being almoft the only ones SA 
take place. 

4. That the difeafe is always formidable in propor- 
‘tion to the depth of parts that are affected, the fymp- 

toms which occur being more or lefs violent: and 
produétive of more or lefs hazard, according as the 
inflammation has reached to Cow per’s glands, the 
proftate gland, or to the bladder. 

‘4. That in the cure of Gonorrhea no advantage is 
derived from mercury, or any remedy acting altoge- 
ther upon the conftitution. The difeafe being entire- 
ly local no medicine proves ufeful but fuch as act di- 
rectly upon the parts affected. 

6. That where the membrane of the urethra is 
alone affe&ted, no remedy poves fo fuccefsful as aftrin- . 
gent injeétions*, 

7. That thefe injections, in order to act with fafe- 
‘ty and advantage, muft be thrown up with much 
caution, and repeated from fix to eight or ten times 
a day, at the commencement of the difeafe; lefs fre- 
quently agfthe difcharge leffens, and at laft in a gra- 
dual manner, laid entirely afide. 

8. But although injections of this defcription may 
be ufed with fafety in all cafes of Gonorrhea where 
the membrane of the urethra only is affected, that 
~ they are never employed but with much rifk of doing 
_ harm where the inflammation has reached to Cowper’s 
apes, to the proftate gland, or tothe bladder. 

. That the greateft attention is therefore required 
sin diftingnifhing between the different ftages of Go- 
Bporthes ; the want of this having, with fome prac- 


* Vide Numbers 18 and 19 in the Appendix, 
N 
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titioners, ereoent the ufe of injeétions into difcredit, 5 
when the fault did notlie inthe remedy, buts in'the — 
cisapad ped application of it. pa - 
- 10.’ That inall ftates of the difeafe, where then in- J 
formation has gone farther than the membrane of the = 
urethra, inftead of wifhing to remove'the difcharge, — 
we: should rather endeavour 'to folicit a‘greater flow © 
of it; the running, in fuch circumiftances, being only | 
a fecondary objec&t,) when compared with the confe-— 
quences which are apt to enfue from inflammation — 
proceeding toa great height, For the more certain 
prevention of which, blood-letting; beth general and | 
local, are particularly ufeful on the firft approach of 
fuch | fymptoms as indicate an affection, ‘either of the — 
mucous glands of the urethra, the proftate gland, or | 
bladder, | 
‘1a. That when, notwithftanding of blood-letting, — 
alow regimen, and other parts ofan antiphlogiftic i 
‘courfe, tumours form'in Cowper's glands, or in any © 
other parts contiguous to the urethra, and ‘when aah 
puration occurs inthem, the matter fhould be imme- ~ 
diately difcharged by an incifion’ of a fuiticient fize, 
and the fore tre ated i in the ufual digg | 


hd, 










trang? on eat Bh ta Nba he irritation hand ditreRe 4 
which enfue from them; the pain being often fo fe- | 
vere'that no other remedy: ‘proves in any degree cufe-§ 
ful, “Phat opium, sin thefe cafes; proves @ways mott | 
effeGual when applied dire&ly: ‘tothe parts affeced, 7 
in'the fotm‘of injeftion ;/and that extrac ‘of hyocya-§ 
mus may be ufed when it is found that-the mere an q 
| which ufually refults ffom'opium); provesdiurtful. 7 

13. That when the bladder is affeGtedj opium: ‘oni 
hyocyamus' are in‘ like: manner to be fede! relieve” 
pain. “That uva urfiis the moft cf&étmual remecy f for® 
obviating the difcharge of vifcidamucus, the ‘bfiall 
eoai@quence of inflammation’ of the bladder, and ‘that 
the thickening of the coats of the bladder, ‘which. in- > 
flammation, from whatever caufe i it arifes, is apt tom 
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induce, has in fome cafes been removed bya gentle 
courfe of mereury. 

14. And laftly, it appears, that the leading fymp- 
toms of Gonorrhea are fo much alike in both fexes, 
that the general method of treatment is fimilar in 
both: only that in women, from the fituation and 
organization of the parts affected admitting of it, in- 
jections may at all'periods of the difeate be ufed with 
“more freedom than in men; an inflamed {tate of the 
bladder being,in womne almoft the only circumftance 
that can take place in Gonorrhea to render injections 


im propers ; 


Lae” 
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¥ . OF the Confequences of Gonorrhea Virulenta. 
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“General. Remarks. on the Confequences of Conorrhad 
Virulenta. 





dim in. general. prove fuccefsful, yet every candid 





that inftances occur of different fymptoms proving 
_obftinate, notwithftanding a careful and attentive ap- 
plication of every remedy with which we. are ac- 
Bansinted, 

~The , caufes a this failure I have. already. endea- 
Be ived, to explain, In this part of the work I mean 
to {peak of the confequences of Gonorrhea, fome of 
which are, in; moft. inftances, the effect of mifma- 
_hagement, while others enfue after the greateft care 


~ - 


_.LTHOUGH the treatment. inte d out -in the 
| preceding fections for the cure of Gonorrhea 


_ practitioner will admit that itis not always fo, and — 
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and attention in the conduct of the cure. They are 
all, however, of a loeal nature, and not neceflarily 
connected with any general difeafe of the conftitution. 
The following is the order in which I mean to treat 
of them: a4 
Gleet; feminal weaknefs and impotency Arideheen ‘ 
in the urcthra's ; abfceffes and fiftule in perineo; de- 
ranged fenfations in the bladder and urethra; {welling 
of the tefticle; {welling of the epidydimis and {per- 
matic chord; fwellings of the lymphatic veffels of the 
peniss {welling of the glands in the groin; excoria- 
tions of the glans and prepuce; phymofis; paraphy- 
mofis; warts on the glans, prepuce, and labia pudendi. 
And, laftly, I fhall add afew obfervations on what 
may be termed Gonorrhea Simplex, in whicha dif- 
charge occurs from the urethra, without any infec- 


tious matter beingzappliedto it. | 


: 4 Seeemeetnimemenatads. <.._”_.<ceneeeeeeeeeeael 
BEC T. “It 
NOt Gleets. 


“WHEN the difcharge i in Gonorrhea continues ob-._ 
{tinate, after the fymptoms of inflammation are re- 
moved, the difeafe is then termed a gleet. * 
. From this definition we might be led to imagine 
( ‘that the import of the term Gleet would be clearly 
and generally underftood, and that no rifk could oc- 
cur of ‘its being midap plied: This, however, is not — 
the ‘cafe; for the fymptoms Wwilch one practitioner — 
confidersas Gleet, are by othersfaid to be Gonorrhea. — 
Some.affert that Gleet does not take place till the — 
_difcharge becomes colourlefs, and refembles mucus; 
while.others are of opinion that Gonorrhea changes 
into'Gleet before this change of colour is perceptible. — 

.Allagree ‘in this, that Gleet does not take place fo — 
long.as the difcharge is capable of communicating in- _ 
fection ibut no precife marks have yet been difco- — 
vered by which we can judge of this circumftance — 
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with certainty. When the difcharge becomes tranf- 
parent and vifcid, like mucus, I believe that no in- 
fection will ever enfue from it; but I alfo fuppofe 
that itis often equally harmlefs long before this change 
has appeared init. By the ufe of aftringent injecti- 
ons demulcents, and cooling purgatives; and, infome 
cafes, by the lapfe of time alone, the running in Go- 
norrheea will lofé its colour, acquire a mucous ap- 
| pearance, and even abate in quantity, and yet it will 
again become yellow, and appear in larger quantities 
| than at firft. In fuch circumftances the difcharge 
may be confidered as altogether deprived of the pow- 
er of communicating infection; at leaft no inftance of 
the contrary has ever occured to me, and I have rea- 
fon to think, that, in every inftance it will be found 
to prove inoffenfive where the inflammation by which 
it was at firft induced has been onte completely re- 
{| moved, whatever the method, of cure may have been 
by whick=this was Accomplithed : while, on the con> 
trary, lamconvinced, froma variety of facts which 
might here be enumerated, that fo long as the pri- 
mary inflammation of Gonorrhea continues, however 
long this may be, the matter produced by it is equally 
capable as at firft of communicating infection. Ad- - 
} mitting, therefore, that the running fhould not be 

denominated Gleet, fo long as it is in any degree infec- 
| tious, it is evident that this term ought not to be 
applied toit, tillit has become clear and tranfparent, 

or till the inflammation by which it was at firft in- 
seater is removed, and of which wecan only be certain 
by the ceafing of the pain aqpich accompanied the 
inflammatory ftate of the dife@®. The difcharge in 
Gonorrhea frequently difappears altogether, and the 
‘patient confiders himfelf, for the {pace of feveral | 
days, nay, in fome inftances, for weeks, as completely 
cured; when, either by violent exertion on horfe- 
back or on foot, by excefs in drinking, or too early 
“connection with women, the running will again take 
‘place, with every mark of a new infection, When 


‘the patient, however, is confcious of not having ex- 
* Set * 


mentioned, experienced frequent returns of this dif : 
charge, who, in this fituation, have had frequent 


- event foon fhews it to be materially different. If af> 
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pofed himfelf to the rifk of betne’ infected, he: be 
always confider this renovated difcharge as ofa harm- 
lefs: nature, provided the inflammation and pain by — 
which it was at firft excited had previoufly difap-— 
peared. Among other proofs'of this, I might men-_ 
tion varjous inftances of married men, who, from — 
Gonorrhea’ contracted in ‘youth, have frequently, 
during life, from one, orother of the caufes I have — 


ee a = whe 


connexion with their wives, without communicating — 
the difeafe, In fome of thefe’the difcharge will be. 
abfent for feveral weeks, nay, for months together 5 
while in others it has not difappeared for more than’ 
two or three days at soe: during the ipars of irks 
years, , 
In all of them, upon its firft ‘recurrence, psitiase st | 
actly the appearance of a mew infeCtion; but the 


tringent inje@ions are employed, they, for the moft | 
part, put an immediate ftop tothe running ;) andy 
when left toitfelf, the matter becomes more quickly — 
colourlefs than it ever rhein ina ‘recent pan ‘OF Go-- 
norrhea. of 
* In one inftance, a siete applied to me rig a fate 4 
of the greateft diftrefs, the: day after his marriages 3 
Ee came upwards ‘of twenty miles from’ the country, 
with every appearance of a recent clap ; 3 which): ied 
affured me, had broke out thatvery morning, although’ 4 
no appearance of an infection, under which he former~\_ 
ly laboured, had been perceived for upwards of three 
months, noe had he, athe that period, been expofed: ; 
to the rift: of setting anew one. ‘This, inthe ftate 
of'temporary frenzy, under which I fouindohiiny led 
to the diftrefsful idea of his having been infetted | dur= 
ing the preceding night, by his newly married wife. 
{ affured him that this was impoflible ; for that, inde+> 
pendent of the furety which he derived from the: un-— 
biemified character of his wifey no infection could 


haveappear ed with fuch violence in fuch a fhort {pace i 
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of. time. ae on hearing that he formerly laboured 
under Gleet, I alfo ventured to fay, that the difcharge 
would. probably difappear almoft as fuddenly as its 
| approach had been rapid. My prediction proved true. 
I immediately threw up) a vitriolic injection, and 
caufed him to repeat it three or four times in the 
courfe of a few hours... By fiveor fix o’clock in the 
afternoon nothing but a flight oozing from the urethra 
was perceptible; I furnifhed him with more of the 
injection, and he went home perfectly fatisfied in the © 
evening. — 
. This Ac ola vera years ago, and the ra ap- 
pearances have uniformly recurred fince that period} 
wpon every connection with his wife, but no infection 
has ever been communicated to her, Fora confider- 
able time he always had recourfe to the injection on 
the running taking place, but at laft, being perfectly 
convinced ofits being perfectly harmlcfs, he allowed 
f it to goon; fo that for thefedlaft three or four years, 
he has feldom been many days together free of it. 
‘But although patients, from being long accuftomed 
§ to this difcharge, come to find that it does not com- 
municate infection, ftill they can never look upon it 
with indifference; they all find it troublefome and 
diftrefsful, and are therefore, at times, anxious to get 
free of it. When, at the fame time we confider, that 
along continued. Gleet is apt to lay the foundation 
of fome very obftinate and perplexing affections of the 
urethra, it willat once appear, that in every inftance, 
this fymptom merits our ferious attention. 
_ Gleet{eems evidently to arife from different caufes, 
“requiring different modes of treatment: it will there- 
re be proper to confider them feparately. 
ie 1. The moft frequent variety of Gleet fucceeds to 
the firft ftage of Gonorrhea, in which we do not fup- 
‘pofe that the original inflammation proceeded farther 
‘than the urethra itfelf, or the {mall mucous glands 
“immediately emptying into it. 
; When the cure of this variety of Gonorrhea. is in- 
_terrupted, either by improper treatment, or by neg- 
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ligence on the part of the patient, and whet the dif 
charge is thereby allowed to go on for any. unufual« 
length of time, Gleet is thus frequently produced. 
Aftringent injections will, for the moft part indeed, 
put aftop to the running, but the flighteft excefs ver) 
ry commonly excites a return of ity 49 
_ This variety of the difeafe we conclude to ba ii i 
from relaxation and debility in the parts firft affect-_ 
ed, and that the obftinacy with which it often con-— 
tinnes depends upon a farther degree of weaknefs, 
induced in thefe parts by the longer continuance of 
the running; by which it would appear to have a- 
power, if ot counteracted, of Saker ing or aii 
gating itfelf, aa 
By fome, this idea of Gleet proceeding i in any | in- 
{tance from weaknefs, is ridiculed; and as the fuggef>" 
_tion comes from very " refpectable authority Ethink it 
right to take notice of it*, . Sed 
Mr. Hunter obferves, that by mechanical weaknefs | 
is underftood the not being able to perform fomeacti- 
on, or fuftain fome force; by animal weaknefs the 
fame; but he cannot underftand the expreflion when 
applied to an animal performing an ancommon, or ah 
additional action, as feemsfrom the siaceiehk of mat- 
ter difchar ‘ged, to happen in Gleet. | 
This opinion appears to be founded npon the ides of | 
an increafed difcharge being always the confequence 
of an increafed actions in veffels of the part from 
whence it proceeds; and it orginates from his not 
difcriminating between general debility and local re~| 
Jaxation, or lofs of toneina particular part. — 
“Although an increafed difcharge in the diniticks of | 
‘any part would feem to imply an increafed action in 
thele veffels, yet the reverfe of this will, I believe, 
in moft inftances, be found to happen; and that affec- 
tions of this na tone proceed chiefly, if not entirely, | 
from local debility. Lofs of tone in the exhalents 
will neceffarially produce a more copious. difcharpe: 
ot their contents than will probably happen while 





* Vide Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe by Joka Hunter, p. 100, 
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their power ofretentionremainsentire. Wherethefe 
veffels unconnected with the reft of the fyftem this 
would not take place; but connected as they are with 
the arterial fyftem, while the vis a tergo remains the 
fame, any partial debility to which they may be li- 
able, muft, perhaps univerfally, be attended with a 
preternatural effufion of their contents. 

- There is much reafon to fuppofe, from the phe- 
nomena which occur in inflammation, that an increaf- 
ed action takes place in the veflels of the part affected : 
but during the exiftence of this increafe of tone, we 
commonly find that in Gonorrhea, the difcharge is 
not fo confideérable as it afterwards becomes when the 
fymptoms of inflammation abate. Nay, it is univer- 
fally known that the running is apt to ftop entirely 
when the parts.affected inflame to a greater degree 
than ufual, and that nothing fo readily folicits a re- 
turn of it as the removal of thisinflammation, by the 
ufe of emollient injections. 

This is an argument of fome importance in favour 
of our opinion, and it is farther confirmed by the na- 
ture of all the remedies which we employ in 
Gleet, which are either of an aftringent, ftrength- 
ening kind, or confift of {timulating inje@ions, and 
§ other applications ofa fimilar nature, which feem to 
} act by exciting an increafed exertion in the veffels of 

the affected parts, by which they are enabled to re- 
fift the action of the arterial fyftem from behind. 

I therefore confider it as clear and decided that this 
variety of Gleet proceeds from relaxation and debi- 
lity of the exhalents of the urethra, and, perhaps, of 
‘the excretory ducts of the {imaller mucous glands of. 
that paflage. | : 
This opinion of Gleet being connected with debi- 
lity, may indeed be carried too far, as happens, I be- 
_lieve,, daily in common practice. Where Gleet has 
run on for any length of time, many think that it has 
either at firft proceeded in a great meafure from ge- 
Vacral weaknefs of the conftitution, or that it has tend- 
ed to excite fuch a general out of debility as will 
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i _ this gericral relaxation of the fyftem as the firft object 
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‘effectually. obftruct every attempt towards a cure, HIT 
this ftate of the fyftem be removed, _, . 

Hence. the patients are with much care and’ anxiee 
ty enjoined the ufe.of bark,. fteel, and other tonics,’ 
with a.view to remove the general, debility ; ; while 
lefs attention is ufually given to the real caufe of the 
-difeafe, the local relaxation of the parts originally af- 
fected. | 

That general weaknefs often takes place i in Gleet, 

_and that it may even be induced by a long contifu- 

.ance of the difcharge, will not be denied ;’ but I have 

-much-reafon to think, that in practice, this idea is 
often carried farther than it ought to ke. This muft 
~ neceflarily be the cafe whenever it makes us lofe fight, 
as I have obferved above, of the real origin of the dif- 
-eafe; but there is alfo caufe to imagine, thatin giving 
vadditional vigour to the fyftem at large, we tend to 
-increafe the difcharge by the urethra, unlefs the tone 
of the .parts which have been more par ticularly 
weakened be, at the fame time reftored. The réafon 
_of this has been explained above, and I have often had 
_evident proofs of the hurtful tendency of the practice . 
by which, while the patient, from the effects of fea- 
bathing, a full diet, and the ufe of tonics, was daily 
- getting more full in fleth than he was before, the dif- 
. eafe has evidently. been gaining ground, from no par- 
ticular attention being given to the ftate of the pari 
from. whence the running proceeds. pi ; 

Ina ftate of univer fal debility, whether induced by: 
along continuance of the difcharge, or any. other 
. caufe, the greateft attention onght certainly to be : sig 
ven to it; but what I with to inculcate is, that in’ 
common practice we rather do harm by conlidering 


of attention, when, in fact, it often either does not 
take place at all, or only in fuch a degree as to ren= 
- ..derit a matter of § very trifling importance, “when coms 
pared with the difeafe in the urethra, | 

_In a. great proportion of cafes of this variety’ ° 
Gleet, our attention thould be almoft entirely direct 
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ed to this affection of the urethra; and by experience 
we find that fuch remedies are chiefly to be depended. 
on as act directly upon the feat of the difeafe. 

A variety of medicines have been employed for this 
purpofe, but they may all be comprehended under the 
two general heads of aftringents and ftimulants ; for 
allthat have yet been found. ufeful in Gleet feem: ei- 
ther to act by their aftringent properties or by their 
; poy ss of {timulating the | parts to which they are ais 
‘) plied 

When aftringent injections have not heck a 
employed, they ought, in the firft place, to geta 
H full trial ; for although they do not always prove fuc- 
if ceisful, yet they frequently do fo, and we feldom or © 
| never ‘find that any rifk enfues from them, as fome- 
times do from ftimulating injections. . 

; “Any of the aftringent folutions for which preferip- 
tions are given in the Appendix, may be employed, 

but the vitriolic folution, No. 15, is one of the fafeft, 

and very commonly proves the moft effectual. In the 
ufe of all injections of the aftr ingent kind it is necefla- 
ry to throw them frequently up, not lefs than fix or 
} cight times a day, This was particularly inculcated 
in the ufe of injections in Gonorrhea, and it proves 
equally proper in this variety of Gleet. 

But where aftringent injections have already been 
employed for the cure of the preceding Gonorrhea, 
and where there is no doubt of a complete trial hav- 
‘ing been given them, in fuch circumftances, as there 
would be no caufe to ‘expeat advantage froma farther 
ufe of them, they ought to be laid afide. 

- In that flate of the difeafe where a plentiful dif- 
charge takes place, with little or no pain, and where 
‘aftringents have been employed with no advantage, 
ftimulating applications become particularly proper. 
The ftimulants we employ are of two kinds ; acrid 
folutions and mixtures in the form of injections and 
bougies, Which ever of them are ufed muft be of 
‘fucha nature as toftimulate the parts gently to which 
they are applied, but not fo {trong as to excite inflam- 





. ftimulating and exciting the parts toinflame in fuch ~ 
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mation in any confiderable degree. They prove moft © § 
fuccefsful where they give only a moderate degree of 
pain and -heat in the urethra; fuch as is felt in the © 
commencement of the firft ftage of Gonorrhea. In- 
ftances, indeed, often occur of a newly contracted clap 
carrying off a Gleet that has been of long duration ;~ 
and as this is always produétive of fome degree of i in- 
flammation, we conclude that the remedies employed © 
in Gleet mutt act ina fimilar manner, viz. by gently — 


eo 


a degree as experience fhews to prove ufeful. To ex- 
cite violent pain would at all times be improper, as 
the inflammation which this would produce might go 
farther than we would incline itto do. Much arm, 
indeed, has been done by want of attention to this cir- 
cumftance, ’ “A {welled tefticle is not an uncommon ~ 
effect of it; and I have known the inflammation « ear- 
ried to the ’proftate gland and bladder. 

‘This, however, may always be prevented ; not can 
it ever occur but front great inattention, Wherever 
| injections are ufed, they fhould at firft be fo weak as 
to excite only a very flight degree of uneafinefs. 

In the formule annexed to this they are of fuch a 
ftrength as to act in this manner ina great proportion 
of people, although, in fome inftances, I have found © 
them rather weaker than neceflary. An addition of 
ftrength, however, is fo eafily given, that at firft they 

ought never to be ftronger. SORE: | 

One of the beft injections for ordinary ufe is a weak, 
folution of corrofive fublimate in water*. That i isfy 
in the proportion of an eighth part of a grain of the 
mercury to an ounce of water, which is as {trong as 
it ought ever to be ufed at firft ; although I have met» 
with fome, who, in a gra adual manner, have been 
brought to Bea half a grain to an ounce. 1 know that) 
fome “have adyifed it of a ftill greater ftrength, even) 
to the extent of a grain of mercnry to the ounce of- 
water; butalthough I am inthe daily practice of ufing” 
thisr emedy I never found any per fon who pet bear. 
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it of this ftrength. I therefore fufpect thatthofe who 
advifed it have never known it ufed. 

I have taken the more particular notice of this, 
from feveral inftances having fallen within my own 
obfervation, of very pernicious confequences enfu- 


proportion of mercury, while no inconveniency arifes 
from them when not ftronger than thofe I have point- 
ed out. 

In fome cafes, where a folution of corrofive fub- 
limate by itfelf has failed, Ihave known the addition 
of faccharum faturni prove ufeful*; and in fome very 
irritable patients,,.in whom even the finallett quanti- 


of mucilage has enabled them to bear it. Ofthis a 
formula is given in the Appendixf. 

A folution of crude fal ammoniac provest fometimes 
effectual in this ftate of Gleet. The volatile alkali, 
fuch as f{piritus corn. cervi, and f{piritus falis ammoni- 
aci, properly diluted, make likewife ufeful injections 
for this purpofe, as informule No. 28 and 29: and 
verdigrife, diffolved either in oil, or in {pirit of fal- 
ammoniac, afford alfo a very effe@ual form of i inj ecti- 
_on for the "fame purpofe: formule of thefe laft are gi- 
ven in Nos, 30 and 31. ; andin fome inftances tin@ture 
‘of cantharides, properly diluted, as in’ No. 32, has 

been found to anfwer. 
_ Befides the circumftance of afcertaining the pro- 
_ per ftrength of thefe injeions, a good deal of addrefs 
_ isrequired i in the application of them. "They muft 
not be employed either fo long or fo frequently as is 
» required for aftringent injections ; with thefe no harm 
} can occur, however frequently they may be applied ; 
but injections of a {timulating nature fhould not be 
f continued longer than is juft neceffary for exciting 

_ fome degree of pain and inflammation in the affected 
_ parts 

This being accomplifhed, a few days fhould elapfe 
_ before any other remedy is employed 3; for it fome- 
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ing from the ufe of injections containing too great a 


ty of the mercury excited too much pain, an addition. 
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times Happens that the running. will ftop after. 50 
ftimulating injections are. laid afide, although, aed 


the ufe. of them, it appeared to be increafed. But 


when, after.an interval of three. or four days, this. 
does,net appear likely to happen, injections of an af- ° 


tringent kind fhould be immediately. employed, as we. 
have already advifed in the firft lage of Gonorrhea, 

Even thefe will not always. fucceed;. for, it fome- 
times happens that the running, although it. may 
difappear for a few. days, will yet return again and 
again, with equal violence as at firft. 


In fuch circumftances, the ftimulating. igisGions : 
muft be again renewed, Ka the inflammation ought 


now to be excited in a degree fomewhat greater than 
before ;. for F have phibeo al found that this may x 
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Gleet the heehee the pion of infeswaall 
with fafety be excited, the greater Gai 
is of its proving efiecenal: 

When injections do not accomplifh a 
deavour to effeé& our purpofe by the ufe of fancies: 
By irritating the urethra, bougies anfwer the fame 
purpofe with ftimulating injections; and, in fome 


_inftances, they have appeared to prove more effectur 
al, perhaps from the fupport which they afford to - 
the parts which have been deprived of their tone. — 


This, however, does not happen with any kind of 


certainty, infomuch that I aiways give the prefer- 
ence to injections in the firft inftance, as being lefs | 
formidable in the application to all hich patients as 


have not been accuftomed to the ufe of bougies, 
Bougies compofed of the moft fimple materials, 


commonly anf{wer all that we expe from this kind J 


ef remedy; but when thefe fail.in exciting a fuffici- 
ent degree of inflammation, they are eafily rendered. 


more’ active by dipping them in oil. of turpentine, inj 
a thin liniment of wax and oi! with a {mall proporti- | 
on of red precipitate, or in common bafilicon reduced 
with oil of turpentine, to the confiftence of a Hini- 


ment, 
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[have ‘no‘reafon to think that mercuri ttet in the 
“cure of 'Gleet in any refpect as fpecifi€s; but’the 
‘ftimulus which mercurial ointment gives to'the ure- 
thta, when applied upon bougies, proves often as 
effectual as that from’ any medicine which we employ. 

‘It is proper, however, ‘to obferve, that the ointment 
for this” purpofe ought to be ftrongly impregnated 
“with ‘mercury: ‘there fhould not be lefs than equal 
“parts of quickfilver and hog’s-lard; and I have fome- 
“times Se mercury, extinguithed by tritu- 
rating with , acts more certainly as a ftimulant 
“than it ufually does in the form of an ointment, 

If the conftitution has been much debilitated, ‘we 
ought, while the application of remedies to the dif 
eafed parts is going on, to advife a nourifhing,-invi- 
gorating diet. The patient fhould be allowed ani- 

“mal food,*and a moderate portion of red wine daily 5 
~and in fuch: circum{tances bark may with ‘propriety 
be exhibited as a tonic: but for the reafons I have 
given above, I have much canfe to think that the 
general practice of giving bark, fteel, and other to- 

nics, in every cafe of this kind, is by no means well 
“founded, ‘and in many inftances that it does harm, 

‘Some ‘of the ftimulating aftringent balfams, given 

internally, frequently prove ufeful here ; probably 
from their tendency to ftimulate in a more particular 
“manner the organs of urine than any other part of the 
body. Balfamum capaiba is chiefly ufed for this pur~ 
pole, but Canada balfam, and all the turpentines, 
“may be ‘employed with perhaps equal advantage. 
Fifteen or twenty drops of any of thefé may be’ given 
_ three or four times a day. | 
A Cautious ufe of :cantharides has-alfo proved fer- 

viceable in this variety of Gleet. ‘Ten drops of the 
tincture may’ be given two or three times a day. 

, ’ But although fome advantage may be derived from 

all of thefe remedies, when employed alone with: lo- 

‘3 cal’ ftimulants, as'we have advifed above, yet node- 
~ pendance is to be placed upon them when they are 

“Fotconaine with thefe. This, it may be faid, ren- 
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ders the advanta ges to be expected from them doubt- 
ful and equivocal; but in different cafes I think I have 


perceived gr eater advantages from a combination of 


thefe two fets of remedies, than ufually occurs from 
2 feparate ule of either of them, | 

Cold bathing is a remedy commonly cane in 
Gleets, and where the conititution is fo much debi- 


litated as tor equire attention, it will very gencrally 


anf{wer a good purpole ; other wife no advantage can 
probably accrue from it, if it be not from the local 
application of cold to the parts chiefly affected. In 
this view, the daily effufion of cold water upon the 
penis, and the papas, of the perineum, proves fome- 
times ufeful. 
2. The next molt Fremient variety GE Gleet fuc- 
ceeds to the fecond ftage of Gonorrhea. After all 


_ the fymptomis excited by the actual prefence of in- 
._flammation have fubfided, this variety of the Buse 


is very apt to terminate in Gleet. 
In the third fection of the laft chapter I hh ed te 


‘ed to fhew, that in this ftage of Gonorrhea, Cowper’s 


glands are. chiefly affected, and that they afford a 
great proportion of all the matter that is difcharged. 
Any inflammation which occurs along with this i in 
the membrane of the urethra, is, for the moft part, 
eafily removed, fo that the Gleet, which often firc- 
ceeds, proceeds either altogether, or nearly fo, from 
the cavities of thefe glands. 

Gleet, proceeding “from this caufe, is, to the moft 
part, eafily diftinguifhed from that which we have 
de(cribed as the firft or moft frequent variety of the 
difeafe. In this laft the matter ufually proceeds from: 
within an inch, or little more, of the glans, or when 
parts farther back are affected, the difcharge is forced 
off from them by very gentle preffure upon the pe- 
rineum: but, in the other, the matter is, in every 
initance, found to proceed fam the upper part of 
the nnetira,; ; a greater degree of preffure upon the 
perineum is neceflary to force it out ; and fome de- 
gree. of fulncfs, accompanied with irritation, and 
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|| even pain, is experienced on the perineum being pref- 
| fed upon for this purpofe. 

Weare alfo affifted in the diagnofis by the hiftory 
of the preceding Gonorrhea ; for it will be uniform- 
ly found that the firft variety of Gleet has fucceeded 
} to the firft ftage of Gonorrhea, and that the fecond 
| ftage of Gonorrhza has given rife to that which we 
| are now confidering. 

_ Inthe treatment of Gleet it is of importance to 
| have this difference afcertained, for the remedies 
| which commonly accomplifh a cure in the one, are 
ufed in the other eitherwithout any advantage what- 
} ever, or even with evident proofs of doing harm. . 
Thus, although in the firft variety of Gleet, we de- 

}| pend fomuch upon ftimulating injections, that a cure 
| in moft inftances cannot be accomplifhed without 
| them; in the other, where the larger glands of the 
| urethra are affected, they very commonly render 
every fymptom worfe than it was before. They at 





| to excite pain and inflammation; and if weaker than 
| this, it may be ufed for an indefinite length of time, 
| without any effe& refulting from it. The glands 
opening into the urethra being here the feat of the 
| difeafe, aftringent injections, applied as we have elfe- 
| where ‘obferved, to their excretory ducts, may pro- 
} duce a temporary ftoppage of the difcharge; but, as 
they do not reach the cavities of the glands, no per- 
} manent advantagecan be expected from them, While, 
| again, when an injeCtion is ufed of fuch a ftrength as 
| to excite inflammation upon the ends of thefe ducts, 
| it is-very apt to produce fwellings in the glands them- 
} felves, which at laft commonly terminate in fuppu- 
} ration, to the great diftrefs and difappointment both 
of the patient and practitioner. 

|}. Wheneveritistherefore difcovered with certain- 
| ty, that this variety of Gleet exifts, inje@ions fhould 
} be no longer employed; or when, for the fatisfaction 
| of the patient, a farther trial of this remedy kite 
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% ba 
neceflary, fuch preparations only fhould be ufed. as 
are moderately aftringent. a oe 

In fuch circumftances bougies, did biiftebs! to them 
perineum, are the moft effectual remedies I have 
ever employed. “The bougies fhould be of the mildeft 
kind, fuchas ftimulate the parts gently, without ex~ 
citing inflammation. By this, and by the fupport > 
which their fize and form afford to the weakened 
parts, they often prove highly ferviceable; and even 
_when they do prove more powerfully ftimulating 
than we may have wifhed or expected, they do not 
{fo readily do harm asinjections; for the inflammation 
with which this may be attended is always accom- 
panied with an inftantaneous difcharge of matter, by — 

which the inconvenience that otherwife might re-_ 
fult from them is very effectually prevented. 

Bougies ought, for every purpofe, to be as large as 
the capacity of the urethra will admit; but their be-_ 
ing of a full fize is more particularly neceflary i in this” 
variety of Gleet than for any other malady; for it is” 
chiefly by their fize that they prove ufeful here. 

In moft inftances of this kind it appears, in the 
courfe of a few days, whether bougies are to be of | 
fervice or not; but no permanent advantage is ever | 
to be expected from them if they are not continued — 

x a confiderable time. When the difeafe has been 

long duration, the bougies ought to be applied for : 
the {pace of ten or twelve weeks, and not even defift-— 
edifrom then if the cure be not compleated. It is 
proper, however, to obferve, that after bougies - ; 
have been ufed for fuch a length of time as ought to } 
accomplifh a cure, they fhould from time to time be— 
laid afide, that the effects produced by them may be ; 
difcovered ; for while they are daily introduced we 
can never ‘know with certainty whether any dif- 
charge which takes place is the effect of the difeafe, 
or of the irritation which they excite; as bougies” 
can. never be applied for any length of time together, © 
not even to a found urethra, without being found — 
covered with matter, or with mucus in the form of 
aubaee on their being withdrawn. % 
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When bougies fail, a blifter applied over the whole 
perineum fometimes proves ferviceable. | Whether 
it is by the ftimulus which they give to the parts af- 
feted, or by the difcharge which they. excite, is 
uncertain; for in fome an evident advantge enfues 
upon the firft or fecond day from their application, 
and before any quantity of difcharge can have occur- 
red, while in others no effect is obferved to refult 
from them till the fecond, third, or perhaps, fourth 
blifter has been applied. In a few inftances, fome 
advantage has appeared to be derived from a fmall 
portion-of the bliftered part being kept open with e- 
pifpaftic ointment, which, in two cafes of much ob- 
‘ftinacy, led me to advife the introduction of a {mall 
feton on one fide of the perineum; but although this 
feemed likewife to Jeffen the difcharge, the advan- 
tage derived from it was neither fo great nor fo ob- 
vious as to compenfate the very difagreeable nature 
ofthe remedy. — hat 

_ In very obftinate cafes of this variety of Gleet, 
the patient will frequently be found to be of a fcro- 
phulous conftitution. If the difeafe has not-already 
appeared in a more evident manner in other parts of 
the body, it willat leaft often happen that the glands 
of the neck, and ether fufpicious parts, will appear 
to be tumefied, and that the complexion of the pati- 
ent, which is commonly delicate, gives much caufe 
‘to eonclude that the fyftem is not free of it. . 

~ In fuch circumftances, all the remedies ufually em-~- 
ployed in fcrophula will from time to time, be advif- 
ed. Bark and hemlock have fometimes proved ufeful 
here; but no remedy that has yet been employed in 
ferophulaisin any degree equal to fea-bathing. 

. Inenumerating the different varieties of Gleet, I 
have proceeded in the order in which they moft fre- 
‘quently appear. The next of which I fhall take no- 
tice proceeds from ftrictures in the urethra. 

. Inanenfuing fection I fhall find it neceflary to en- 
ter more minutely upon the confideration of venereal 
Rrigures in the urethra: at prefent, therefore, it 
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feems only requifite to fay, that they are to el eon 


dered.asa very frequent caufe of Gleet. The fpongy — 


furface of the fubftance from which thefe ftri€tures” 
are produced isivery apt to become tender and exco- 


riated. A flight degree of ulceration thus takes place 
which continues to give out matter while any degree 
~- of the ftriture remains, and -where'the extent of the 


difeafe is confiderable, this of itfelf would afford a 
very copious difcharge; but befides this, the remora 


which every ftri@ure produces, of urine and mucus 
between the part on which it is ‘feated and the blad~ 
der, acts as a very powerful caufe of irritation, and — 


in thismanner renders the difcharge more abundant 
than we almoft ever find it to be in Gleet, proceeding: j 


from any other caufe. 


Where ftriftures are not fufpected as the caufe of 
the difcharge, as often happens where the obftructi- 


onto the flow of urine is not remarkably~ great, the — 
patient as well as the furgeon is apt to.be deceived, 
and to proceed daily with the plan of effe€ting a cure 


by injections, balfam of copaiba, and other aftringents. 


None of thefe remedies, however, have any influ- © 


ence, and the difcharge, after many years continu-~ 


ance, is found to be nearly in-thefame ftate, either as 
bad, or perhaps worfe, than at firft. Of this every | 


practitioner niuft have met with inftances, and they — 


always prove the fource of much perplexity. and em-— 


barraffment. 
In every cafe, therefore, where Gleet obi thie 


ial remedies, and is thus particularly obftinate, it 


ought tobe our firft object to afcertain the real ftate 


of the urethra, and to learn: whether ftrictures are — 
prefent init ornot. In fome cafes this will at once 
be known from the ftate of the fymptoms obtained © 
from the patient, as well as fromexternal examination © 
of the urethra from the point, of the penis to the — 
fundament. ‘This, however, will only happen in the } 
more fevere degrees of the difeafe. Where the ob- — 
ftruction is flight, it may, as we have already ob~ 
ferved, pafs unnoticed ; fo that in all fuch circum-— 


a 


ease 


i 





? 
C4 





bs: 
Sect. ‘Tl. Or GLEETS. 117 


ftances, and where there is any caufe for doubt, the 
paffage fhould be examined witha bougie, by which 
alone any. certainty upon this point can be obtained. 
When the exiftence of ftricture is difcovered, all 
other remedies ought at once to be laid afide, and the 
curetrufted entirely to bougies. Hereafter we fhall 
have occafion to {peak more particularly of bougies 5 
at prefent we need only fay, that they are the only 
femedy upon which we can depend for the removal 
of ftrictures, and that they very commonly roe 
effectual when duly perfifted in. 
_ When the difcharge proceeds entirely from fies 
tures, it will, for the moft part, foon fubfide-on thefe 
being removed ; but when it continues more thana 
few days after the bougies are withdrawn, it will be 
proper toemploy aftringent injections in order to car- 
ry itoff. Lime-water anfwers well; for this parti- 
cular purpofe, indeed, it anfwers better than any 
other form of injection I have tried, but it requires 
to be diluted with an equal quantity of common wa- 
ter. | | 
4. The laft variety of Gleet of which we have to 
take notice proceeds froma {welled ftate of the prof 
tate gland, and fucceeds, as we have already had oc- 
cafion to fee, to the third ftage of Gonorrhea be ie 
lenta. 

_ In treating of Gonorrhea the Sraipibuteia were enu-_ 
ficeated by which affections of the proftate gland 
may bedifcovered; but we have no certain means of 
knowing to what extent it may be {welled but by ex- 
amination with the finger i in ano. A 
_* Befides the inconveniency which occurs here Soi 
the difcharge itfelf, and which is common to this 
with every variety of Gleet, there is always a good 
deal of uneafinefs, and even pain, produced by the 
fwelling of this gland, which excites a more frequent 
defire to pafs water than any other variety of the dif- 
eafe, together with a fenfation ofheat and fulnefs over 
the whole parts contiguous to the anus. The tenef- 
mus which often takes place is alfo avery troublefome 
peton. 


*. 

2. 

a5 
Re 
’ 
. +. ‘ 

¥e = 
~~ 


118 Or GLEETS. Chap. Te 


Gleet, proceeding from this caufe, is fometimes 
cnet ced with other varieties of the difeafe, particu~ 
larly with that which was laft defcribed. In this 
cafe the difcharge has moft frequently the appear-_ 
ance of being a mixture of pus and mucus; but when 
the running proceeds entirely from an affection of the 
proftate gland, itis thinner than purulent matter, 
and, although fometimes tinged of a white or yellow 
Bolaur, it is more frequently of the confiftence and 
colour of mucus. This makes it often be miftakent 
for a difcharge of femen. 

No injections are of any. utility in this sahkety. off 
Gleet; nor is any advantage derived from bougies, 
On the contrary, they are both apt to: do harm, par-" 
ticularly a perfeverance in the ule of them; a prac+_ 
tice which .thofe not accuftomed to- this hala of 
bufinefs are very apt to fallinto. Swellings of thisgland — 
are very commonly attended with fome degree of ob-~ 
ftruction to the paflage of urine..and when this is” 
miftaken for ftridtures, as often happens, bougies are | 
immediately advifed in order to remove it. ' 

Bougies, however, never prove ufeful here: on 
the contrary, they very commonly irritate the gland 
tofucha degree, as to excite both an increafe of the” 
pain and of the difcharge. - ¥) 

Opiates are the remedies upon which we place i 
moft dependence. By allaying irritation, they-not — 
only keep the patient free from pain, but in doing fo | 
they tend more than any other remedy to leffen the © 
difchargg., It, muft, however, be »acknowledged, — 
that they ac chiefly as palliatives ; but the mere — 
prevention of pain is a point of no {mall importance © 
inva difeafe which otherwife is apt to render the pa=— 
tient miferable., In {peaking of affections of this gland : 
in the third {tage of Gonorrhea, I advifed opiates to © 
be, ufed in clyf{ters, inftead of being. taken by thes 
mouth... They do not, in this form, fo readily in- 4 
duce ficknefs, and they usally: prove more effectual — i 
in ‘relieving pain. 

_In feveral. inftances, where no great adesiaiinee : 
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was derived from all the quantity of laudanum that 
durft be given by the mouth, patients have been kept 
eafy by a grain or two of opium diffolved in a fmall 
quantity of mucilage, and thrown, from time to 
time, into the rectum. | 
Where this difeafe occurs in fcrophulous contfti- 
tutions, an occurrence by no means@incommon, hy- 
§ ocyamus, cicuta, and fea-bathing, are the remedies 
fufually employed; and although they do not often 
accomplifh a cure where the gland is much fwelled, 

yet they frequently afford relief; and flighter de- 
§ grees of the difeafe have, in fome inftances, been re- 
§ moved by them entirely. 

Some prattitioners, as I have already had occafion 
to remark, give mercury in every variety of Gleet, 
§ but I have never known any advantage derived from 
fit, and where the proftate gland is affected it very 
— commonly does harm. 

As I have mentioned above, that in Gleet proceed- 
ing from ftrictures in the urethra, fome flight de- 
gree of ulceration takes place, it may be imagined 
that mercury ought in fuch inftances to prove ufe- 
ful, from its well known powers of healing venereal 
ulcers. It is not, however, found to promote the 
cure of thefe ulcerations; a circumftance that may 
be confidered as a farther proof of the difference be- 
tween Gonorrhea Virulcnta and Lues Venerea; for 
if affections of this kind were induced by the matter 
of Lues Venerea, mercury would {eldom fail'in cu~ 
ring them, while no other remedy would ever prove 
fuccefsful. But, inftead of this, I have repeatedly 
found, that no advantage is derived from mercury 
in the treatment of this fymptom, while bougies, | 
when properly managed, very commonly prove ef- 
fectual. | 
- What we have hitherto faid upon the fubjeé& of 
Gleets relates chiefly to the difeafe as it occurs in 
men, it being in them both more frequent, and of 
much more difficult treatment than it ufually is in 
women, ' | 
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' We often meet with it, however, in women; but 
it is proper to remark, that it is equally difficult to 
diftinguifh it from fluor albus, as in a former fection 
we have obferved:Gonorrhea to be. Referring to — 
what was then faid upon the means of diftinguifhing — 
between the two difeafes, we fhall at prefent prog 
_ceed fhortly togbferve, ‘that in women we depend 
entirely for the cure of Gleet upon a proper perfeve-_ 
rance in the ufe of injections. When after a due | 
- continuance of fuch as we reckon aftringent *, if the. : 
difcharge ftill continues, thofe ofa ftimulating nature: 
fhould be employed, particularly Nos. 24 and 25. | 
When the difeafe is feated in the vagina, as is ge~ 
nerally the cafe, thefe injections may be thrown up © ; 
with freedom; but when the difcharge proceeds — ‘ 
from the urethra they ought, on account ofthe con- © 
tiguity of the bladder, as we had eccafion to remark — 
in a former fection, to be thrown up with much cau- 
tion. | 
In women I have fometimes found that a Gleet yas | 
proceeded from ulceration within the verge of the — 
vagina. In fuch inftances injections have little or” 
no influence ; and.as fores of this kind are commonly. - 
connected with, Lues Venerea, they can only be cu~~ 
red by a courfe of mercury. ll 
It is proper, however, to remark, that women © 
are liable, as men are, to excoriations from the.acri- — 
monious nature of the matter of Gonorrhea. <A dif- 
charge of matter from this caufe will be moft readily © 
cured by aftringent injections, or bathing the parts © 
with lime-water, or a faturnine folution. ¥ 
I have never known the real venereal ftricture © 
‘occur.in women. Excreffences form in the urethra © 
from other caufes; but ftricture from Gonorrhea” 
muft neceflarily, in this fex, be a rare occurrence. © 
If it is ever met with, bougies mutt hateg as in men, — 
be depended upon faiea dite | - 
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SECT. III. 


its 5 Of Impotency from Seminal Weaknefs. 
_ WE here mean by impotency a deprivation of the 
“power of propagating the {pecies. 
This may proceed from various caufes; but it is 
‘that varicty of it only which is ufually fuppofed to 
arife from weaknels in the feminal veffels that we 
are now to coniider. 

It is an occurrence which, in young people, ivfier 
‘in idea or reality, takes place daily ; and asit proves 
at all times a fource of much anxiety and diftrefs, it 
neceflarily becomes a frequent object of attention to 
‘practitioners. A degree of debility inducing want 
of retention in the feminal veffels is, no doubt, oc- : 
_cafionally met with; but the ftrong defire which Na- 
ture has wifely implanted in all men to be complete 
and entire, in whatever relates to the propagation 
of his {pecies, is often, in early youth, the caufe of 
much ill-founded fafpicion on this point, and of cir- 
cumitances refpecting it being confidered as real 
which never took place. 

_ Thus there 1s nothing more common than young 
“people fuppofing they are week and debilitated, on 
perceiving an oozing of mucus from the urethfa, or 
a difcharge of femen when at ftool. The firft; how- 
ever, is natural to many when in full health, and 
where no fufpicion of weaknefs exifts; and the lat- 
ter, or a difcharge of femen, muftat all times be thie 
_confequence of hardened feces comprefling the vefi- 
ule feminales, when thefe veffels are full of femen. 
But fufpicion on this point being once awake, it is 
often difficult, and fometimes impoffible, to remove 
it; infomuch that many have been rendered mifera- 
ble by this alone, where no veftige of difeafe exifted. 
It is confidcred as one of the moft certain proofs of 
~weakne(fs in the feminal veffels when a difcharge of 
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to an imperfect degree of it. But this may alfo hap~ 


_guous parts, particularly in the excretory duds of 4 


affections, of this gland, have likewife been liable, in # 


* this happens from the general debility which they % 
induce. In {ome inftances this may be the cafe; but | 
_Dhave much reafon to-think that they a& much; more | * 


parts de{tined for the reception of the femen. This F 
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femen inftantly fucceeds to an erection, or, erate 
pen from a ftate of over-excitement in the other parts. ‘4 
of generation, and 1 alfo believe that it often occurs © 
from the feminal fluid being colleé&ed in too great. § 
quantity in the vificule feminales. I have reafon in- 
deed to imagine, as will appear in the fequel, that this. ¥ 
is the moft frequent caufe of all fuch affeétions. ¥ 

It may be faid, ifthe difeafe exifts, and the patient” 
is rendered: completely impotent, that the caufe of © 
his being fo isa point of little importance, It will © 
appear, however, that this is by no means the cafe; 
for while real impotency isin a great proportion of ~ 
cafes to be confidered. as incurable, we have itin our | 
power, perhaps, in moft infanees: ofapproach to this 4 
{tate, to accomplith a cure. a 

In the laft fection we have feen that Gleet proceeds a 
at one time from an affection of the glands in other ~ 
parts of the urethra, but in fome cafes that it arifes ~ 
from a {welling of the proftate gland. When this ex- © 
ifts for any length of time, we find that not only the © 
duct of the proftate gland becomes weak and relaxed, — 
but that a lofs of tone takes place in fome of the conti- | 


the veficule feminales ; infomuch that a great propor- | 
tion of all who have long laboured under Gleet from 


fome degree, to feminal weaknefs. It is well known 4 
that long continued Gleets, are often the caufe of © 
Impotency. For the moft pares it is fuppofed, that — 


frequently by ingen ‘local weaknefs only in the © 


conclude to be the cafe from this kind of debility tak- | 
ing place where there is no appearance whatever of © 
general weaknefs, for inftances often occur in confti- — ‘ 
tutions: apparently firm and healthy, of fuch degrees © 
ef weaknets inthe feminal arenas, that greys 2 take: J 
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3 erely from partial erections and lafcivi- 
. It sgyom the ordinary friction applied to 


noe 1 the effect of heat alone, whether excited 
exercife, or fitting near a fire. 


eturns of Gonorrhea, particularly where Gleet has 
é iken place from the caufe I have mentioned, I have 
known feveral inftances of the femen running off by 
“the flightett application ofany of the caufes jut enu- 
“merated, 

The 19G4 weaknefs thus induced in thefe parts ee 
MGleet: feems very much to refemble the effects of 
Onanifm ; a habit fo baneful to many of our youth, 
gehat I believe itto be more deftructive in\its confe- 

Hquences thana great proportion of all the difeafes to 
“which in early life they are liable, Were it to prove 
“hurtful to thofe only whofe felf€ indulgence gives rife 
toit, there would be lefs caufe to regret the effects of 
uM: but, betides rendering the parent himfelf mifera- 
ble, it evidently entails the highett diftrefs upon pof- 
_terity, by generating. languor, debility and difeafe, 
-dnftead of that ftrength of conftitution, without 
whieh there can be no enjoyment. | 
hee I know, have entertained a different opini- 
on upon this point, and imagine that no bad etfedés. 
e to be papedtd from the habit of which we are 
“now {peaking *. But this is fo directly contrary to 
oi experience SF others, and I have had fo many in- 
Bias in the courfe of my own prattice of conftitu- 
“tions being irretrievably ruined by indulgence in it, 
that I cannot avoid, in the {trongeft manner, giving - 
my opinion of it: nor does it appear that any benefit 
sould refult to fociety from a contrary opinion being 
c idmitted, even allowing it to be well founded ; for 
Ithough no immediate harm might enfue from it to 
“the conftitution, it ought to be difcouraged as unna- 
“tural, and from its tending to divert the attention 
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-inftances, be completely cured. Many confider it fo 


of Gleet ; who, finding that a feminal difcharge takes — 


effects which refult from it in their ing and proper ! 


tay be eafily removed, to proceed without any at- — 
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from an enjoyment ofa much fuperior kind, While, 
therefore, there is much caufe to confider the pracs 
tice as highly dangerous to all who follow it, and © 
while fuch a propenfity prevails towards it in that ; 
eatly age when boys cannot forma judgment of its — 
deleterious tendency, I confider it as incumbent on’ 
thofe who write upon it to paint it and the baneful | 
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colours. 

In the treatment of this variety of Impotency, 
whether it has been induced by Onanifm, or whe-_ 
ther it be the confequence of Gleet, it is proper to © 
diftinguifh it into two ftages. The one, fo far as I ) 
have feen, being of a nature that does not admit of © 
any certain remedy, while the other may, in moft 


certainly as incurable that the patient is led to def-— 
pair from the firft approach of it, and the opinion is” 
often unfortunately realized mer ely from the caufe I — 
have mentioned, our not diftinguifhing the two fta-— 
ges of the difeate, and allowing that which I /uppofe © 


tempt for this purpote, to that ftate of it, which, 
in moft inftances, may be confidered as incurable, | 

Practitioners are frequently applied to by young 
men labouring under what I fhall term the firft ftage 


place fon the ‘flighteft caufes, perhaps merely from © 
their being in company with women; from lafcivi- © 
ous dreams; or from the parts of ae ner Aline being in- 
any degree overheated, begin to be afraid that they i 
fhall never again have the power of retention, and © 
conclude therefore that they cannot with propriety © 
enter into a matrimonial connection. We often find - 
that they admit Onanifm to have been the primary © 
caufe of their diftrefs, although, for a great length — 
of time, perhaps for a number of years, they affert, 
and with no reafon on our part to doubt them, t that 2 
they have been entirely out of the practice of it. 

In this fituation, whateyer may be the appearance ~ 
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land habit of body of the patient, ftrengthening aftrin- 

nt remedies are prefcribed, fuch as bark, fteel, 
baifam of copaiba, cold bathing, &c.; and thatdver 
are his views, he is advifed to avoid pehnnony ane 
all veneral intercourtes, — 

e ina great proportion of cafes, however, I am con- 
vinced that this practice and this advice are errone- 
ois. Following the bulk of practitioners, I eatily 

‘adopted them; but no good refulting from them I 

have long {ince relinquifhed them, and I have feldom 
failed of fuccefS by advifing meafures of an oppolite 
nature. | 

In a great proportion of all that are injured by 
this deftructive habit, a morbid irritability of the or- 
gans of generation feems to be excited. By this a 
‘greater quantity of the feminal fluid is fecreted than 
the veficule feminales can retain: in confequence of 
which, it either burits out during nocturnal dreams, 
or is eafily excited to flow by the application of any 
of the caufes above-mentioned. 

Even after the habit has been long left off I have 
known the effects of it continue in a very diftrefsful 
degree, and [ conclude that they proceed chiefly 
from too plentiful a fecretion of femen, from the na- 
ture of the remedy which in moft inftances has prov- 
pat fuccefsful. 

Inftead of advifing abftinence fiom women, J al- 
oye inculcate as frequent connection as natural de 
fires feem to require; and when matrimony is in 
view, initead of being afraid of it, as often happens 
with this clafs of patients, from a fear of their not 
performing the functions of it properly, I uniformly 
hold it forth as the moft certain remedy. 

- The idea of inability is fo ftrongly prevalent with 

Many, that they are with difficulty prevailed upon to 

make the attempt; but the effects of it are fo cer- 

tain, that with patients in fuch circumftances as we 
are now confidering, it may always be advifed with 
the greatelt confidence of fuccefs, » Nor is the aifift- 
ance of other romenigs required i in this plan of cure; 
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at leaft in various inftances, patients, ‘WHOM for ma- _ 
ny years together had been almoft conitantly taking — 
' duch remedies as they judged to be of an invigorating — 
nature, without any advantage refulting from them, 

and who therefore were induced to confider their 4 

complaints as incurable, have, on laying all of thefe — 

afide; become ‘completely and entirely well in the 7 
, {pace of a few weeks after marriage. "The irritabi- 

“ s ity of the organs was thus diminifhed; the morbid — 
ane ‘increafe of the fecretion was removed ; and the fe~ 
*. aminal receptacles, not being over diftended, were — 
»foon found to be endowed with a fufficient degree of 
retention. © 

- This being a very frequent variety of the difeate, 

@ can {peak of it, and of the remedies employed in it, 

with fome depree of certainty; and I can with eon 4 
Oe al fay, that none of thofe commonly advifed 

ave ever, in the courfe of my obfervation, had any 

Seine fons influence while the plan 1 have pointed 

out, very generally furpaifes in its effects all sat the 
© ‘patient could Kope from it. | 

When a {welled ftate of the proftate viata & is con- 

Tpeied: as Ihave fometimes found, with this variety _ 
of the ‘difeafe, it neceffarily renders the event more 
doubtful, and the effec, even of this and every 
other remedy, more uncertain. But evén here the 
courfe I have advifed will fometimes prove fuccels- 
ful. It will not remove any affe@ion of the gland, 
but where the difeafe of that organ is not in a great — 
degree, it proves equally effectual in removing the 
other, as if the gland was entirely found; and this 
obviates ene of the Ser fources of mifery to the 
patient. 

It may be faid, that whitle this or any other varie- 
ty of Gleet exifts, the remedy I have pointed out 
cannot with any propriety be advifed,» from the rifk 
of communicating infection. We know, however, 
that real Gieet does not communicate infection to 
others; and the means of diftinguifhing it from | 
Gonorrhea are by no means equivocal, Many in- — 
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nces have fallen within my own obfervation, and 
; others muft often meet with it, of this being clearly 
| the cafe. I know, at this. time, feveral inftances of 
\ men who haye been married for many years, who, 
- during the whole period, have laboured under. dif- 
ferent varieties of Gleet, and ‘who have never com- 
_ municated, the difeafe. either to their wives or chil- 
dren, Gleet in men feems to be equally uncapa- 
ble with fluor albus in women to communicate infec- 
tion, 
- In that ftage of the difeafe which. we have juit ies 
_ confidering, a cure, we obferve, may, perhaps, in 
every inftance, be accomplithed: But when it has 
_ been of fuch duration as to form what may,,more pro~. 
‘ perly be termed feminal weaknefs, and what I fhall 
term the fecond ftage of the difeafe, a very different 
+ profpect prefents itfelf. ‘The patient may even, in 
very advanced periods of the difeafe, derive advan- 
tage from a well-regulated diet and other circum- 
_ ftances, by which his fituation will be rendered much 
_ more comfortable than it otherwife would be ; but in 
| this fituation a complete removal of the difeate i is 
- fcarcely to be expected: at leaft little dependence is 
to be placed upon the remedies ufually employed for: 
_ that purpofe. 
4 This very diftrefsful fe ge of feminal weaknefs i is 
i often the confequence of Onanifm long perfifted in; 
i and it is, as we have remarked, the frequent cniten 
- quence of Gonorrhea and Gleet: In all fuch cafes 
_ the difeafe feems to proceed from real weaknefs, or 
_ debility i in the excretory duéts of the veficule femi-, 
ales; for it commonly happens where the whole {yi- 
tem is much relaxed and emaciated; where there is 
_ therefore no caufe to imagine that it can arife from 
too plentiful a formation of femen; and of which, in- 
deed, we often meet witha very decifive proof, from 
conftant mucous-kind of oozing being perceived in 
| the urethra, while no ordinary caufe of excitement 
_ is capable of producing any regular difcharge or emit 
| - fion of femen, ; 
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In this fituation a variety of remedies are éraployss 


ed, ‘chiefly with a view to reftore and invigorate the © 


dGrie’ of the’ weakéned parts; fuchas bark, fteel, bal-— 


famum copaiba, and cold bathing, At ther times, 4 


where the difeafe is fuppofed to proceed from a dak! i 
‘ciency of femeén, proVocatives are prefcribed; fuch — 


as high feafoned fools: all the terebinthenate balfams, 


and cantharides.- But althow gh I have had many a y 


portunities of obfetving a complete trial of thefe, I 


never knew any advantage derived from them. ‘The — 
only courfe, which in fuch cireumftances I ever knew — 
prove deful, was fuch as ‘merely tended fo reftore — 
the patient to his ufwal ftate of ‘health. If Onanifm — 
has induced the difeafe, nothing will aford even the — 


chance of a recovery till this is left off. Whatever 
may have been the caule of it, he ought to be put 
upon a nourifhing diet; and he fhould live in an 
elevated, dry=fituation. Sea-bathing fhould be ad- 


vifed ;. vand coftiveneds, with every thing that might © 


a 


tend. bar ‘irr tate: ‘the parts chiefly affected, fhould Oe 


avoided. 


With: a oe to Temes that dégree of irritability ,) 


with which this difeafe is ufually connééed, opiates 


have been advifed; but although F have eftcn given © 


them a full tr ial, I never knew any real advantage — 
obtained from them. On the contrary, they have — 
often appeared to do harm; for although | they pro- 
éure reft, yet the fleep which they give is always 


difthtbed’; the patient awakes in a ftate of more’ 
_anxiety hasty diftrefs than he experienced on going — 
to bed; and when opiates are habitually ufed, cof- — 
fener can {carcel y be prevented by means. a: res 
riedies, which, in this fituation, ought not to be 


given. 


Hemlock is open ufed Haye: i Bue F Have never — 


known any obvious advantage derived fromit. Hyo- 
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cyamus, by acting as an anodyne, while it does not — 
produce coftivenefs, has, in different inftances, ap- — 


peared to. prove ferviteable: Oné grain of the éx- 
tract may be given at firft, and the dole increafed im @ 
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gradual manner to three, five, fix, eight, and even 
ten grains. 

Conceiving, from fome circumftances connected 
with the difeafe, as well as from many of the fymp- 
toms which enfue from it, that it may in fome in- 
{tances be of the fame nature with paralyfis, I have, 
in feveral cafes, advifed ele&ricity, and in one or 
two of thefe it appeared to prove ferviceable, but ne- 
ver fo decidedly as to enable me to fpeak of it with 
confidence, 


: 


SEC T, IV. 


of Obfiructions in the Urethra from Gonorrhea Viru- 
lenta, 


WHEN fpeaking of Gleet we had occafion to ob- 
| ferve that it is often the confequence of Obftructions 
inthe Urethra. But Gleet, although the caufe of 
_fome inconvenience and diftrefs, is by no means the 
-fymptom of moft importance with which Obftruc- 
_tiansare accompanied. Strictures may take place in 

a certain extent, without giving much uneafinefs, 

but whenever they arrive at fuch a height as to im- 

pede the flow of urine, they prove always the caufe 

of diftrefs and mifery to the patient, and of much em- 

_barraffment to the practitioner. 

_ Obftructions proceeding from Gonorrhea Virulen- 
ta may be reduced to four general heads ; tumours 
inthe fubftance of the urethra and contiguous parts ; 

_fpafmodic affections of the urethra; caruncles, or flefhy 

 excrefcences, in the urethra ; and ftri@ures, ‘properly 

af called, 
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Of Tumours in the Subftance of the Urethra a and ia soa 4 
ous Parts. 


- 


WE have already had occafion to fpeak of Tu-. 
mours, or fwellings of the proftate gland, of fwellings. | 
of Cowper’ S elands, and of the other fmaller glands 
of the urethra. All of thefe produce obftruction to 
the flow of urine whenever they become of fuch a fize 
as to diminifh, in any degree, the magnitude of ‘that 
canal, 
Referring to what has already been faid upon this ~ 
part of our fubject, I have at prefent to obferve, that — 
in the commencement of. all ‘Tumours in thefe parts, | 
we ought, by every method in our power, to endea- 
vour to remove them by difcuffion, for which purpofe — 
local and general blood- letting are the remedies chief- 
ly to be depended on; and as thefe, when carried a 
fufficient length, and ‘when aflifted by a cooling regi- 
men, and the external ule of cold faturnine applica- 
tions, feldom fail in removing them, they. fhould al- 
ways be perfifted in as long as ‘there is the leaft chance 
of their proving ox wise ilas For although tumours > 
in this fituation are often eafily removed after fuppu- — 
ration has taken place, by the matter being freely 
difcharged, and the fore treated in the ufual way, | 
yet, before arriving at this fize, a good deal of diftrefs — 
always occurs from them, and, in fome inftances, the | 
fores heal with difficulty, while in others the ‘mat~ 
ter burfts into the urethra, where it continues often © 
during the life of the patient to excite a great deal of 
diftrefs, 
_ in others again it burfts into the fcrotum, and 

from thence into the furrounding cellular fubftance, — 
and openings forming in confequence of this, com- 
monly between the fcrotum and anus, a very. trou- 
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 blefome difeafe is thus produced, termed fiftula in pe- 
rineo*,. 
It is therefore obvious that it is ee for the ad- 
vantage of the patient that all tumours of this kind - 
- fhould be removed by difcuffion; but when our en- 
deavours for this purpofe do not fucceed, and when 
fuppuration takes place, we have it often in our pow- 
.er to prevent many of the bad confequences which 
otherwife are apt to enfue. By opening duch tumours 
immediately on matter being perceived in them, we 
prevent the rifk of their burfting into the fcrotum and 
urethra, fo that in this fituation we ought never to 
_ wait tillthey arefo fully matured asotherwife might be 
proper: and when once they have come fo far as to 
render it proper to diftharge the matter, it ought to 
+ be done, as we have formerly cbferved, by making 
_ an opening the whole length of the tumour. ‘This 
_ prevents the matter from ‘lodging, and from infinu- 
ating into the contiguous parts, while the fores which » 
enfue heal more kindly than they ufually do when 
fmaller openings have been made. 
Among other confequences which fometimes occur 
' from matter burfting from abfceffes in this fituation 
into the contiguous parts, it is proper to méntion that 
_ the molt diftrefsful effects occur from its finding accefs 
- to the corpus cavernofum of the penis. It ufually 
_ f{preads fuddenly over the whole fubftance of the pe- 
nis; fmall openings take place in different parts of the 
_ felling, at which the matter is difcharged; and 
thefe are always very difficult to heal: or, if the 
matter does not find a vent in this manner, it either 
* borks into the urethra, or the furrounding parts are 
_ apt to mortify. 
When mortification occurs in this ftvation it 
either foon proves fatal, or terminates in the entire 
_lofs of the penis ; for a ftop is feldom put to the difeafe 
till all the parts furrounding the urethra are deftroy- 
} ‘ed, when amputation of the remainder becomes una- 
i | Yoidable. Indeed the hemorrhagy which is apt to 


as — af > 


>, 
hs 
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occur from deep feated mortification of the penis is — 
commonly of itfelf a fufficient motive for amputation — 
being advifed, for we can feldom put an effectual ftop — 
to the difcharge till the mortified parts are all re- 
moved. . Bil ‘ , 

For preventing mortification in this fituation 
from fpreading, opium has been recommended. I 
have certainly obferved it prove ufeful in gangrene, 
both in thefe parts and in others; but more depen- — 
dence is for the moft part to be placed upon a plen- 
tiful ufe of bark. Whether or not opiates act in the 
cure. of gangrene as antefeptics, is not, or, perhaps, 
cannot be afcertained. Irather believe that they do 
not: and I am inclined to think that they prove fer- 
viceable only by allaying irritation. In this manner — 
they may be employed with advantage wherever gan- — 
grene appears to be the confequence of a high degree — 
of inflammation. By leflening or removing pain they 
may diminifh the caufe of exertion in the veffels of 
the part affected, and may thus-tend to prevent mor- 
tification from extending fo far as it otherwife might 
do; but I have never known them to prove ufeful — 
where the difeafe feemed to depend upon the lofs of ~ 
tone, either of the part itfelf, or of the conftitution: 


§ 2 
Of Spafmodic Obftructions of the Urethré. 


IRRITATION of the Urethra, from whatever 
caufe it proceeds, has an evident effect in leffening — 
the diameter of the paffage. Hence, incafesofftone © 
in the bladder, the irritation, and confequent con- , 
‘traction of the urethra, is fometimes fo great that a — 
ftaff, even of a moderate fize, cannot be introduced, ~ 
Stones in the kidney have frequently the fame effe@. — 
Nay, I have known this contra&tion of the urethra | 
induced by fand pafling along the ureters. In like 
manner the irritation produced in the urethra by 
Gonorrhea, is in fome cafes fo great as to excite con- 
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traction of the paflage in a very diftrefsful degree, 
I have known the urine fo completely ob{tructed by 
this alone, as to give caufe to dufpect that ftrictures 

were formed of the moft alarming nature; in which 
neither ftaff, catheter, nor bougie, could be intro- 
duced, but with more force than can ever with fafety 
be applied. 

We judge that obftructioa proceeds from this caufe, 

when at one time it occurs in a feyere degree, and 
foon thereafter, perhaps in the {pace of afew hours, 
it appears to,be entirely or nearly gone. Of this I 
have met with various inftances; in which, from 
‘the anxiety of the patient, and from fafpicion of a 
More inveterate kind of ftricture, repeated attempts 
_ have been made in vain to pafsa bougie, and in which 

. the {toppage has gone offentirely upon the exhibition 
of a dofe of laudanum, or rubbing the perineum with 
-anodyne balfam. 

As the urethra itfelf does. not appear to be mufcu- 
lar, as a {mall portion of it only can be compreffed 
by the mufcles of the penis, and as the obftruction of 
which we are now fpeaking occurs in parts of the 

_ paffage where thefe mufcles do not exift, it has been 
imagined that this temporary acceffion of ftricture 
muft be owing to fome other caufe. Itmay perhaps 
happen that the violent irritation excited by chor- 
dee may in fome inftances produce fuch effufion into , 
the cellular parts of the penis as may comprefs the 
urethra; and that this may foon be removed by ab- 
forption, on the irritation by which it was produced 
- being taken away. But although this may be the 
_ cafe in a few inftances, Iam convinced that it is not 
a frequent occurrence, and that the urethra itfelf is 
-endowed with a contractile power, by which, for 
© the moft part, this kind of obitruction is produced: 
_ Were it to proceed from any kind of effufion com- 
 prefling the urethra, the tumefaction thus praduced 
would be obvious. Partial circumfcribed tumours 


would either be difcovered inthe courfe of the ure- ___ 


thra, or the whole body of the penis or a confidera~ 
ble part of it, would be {welled. We do not find, 
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~ however, that thisis apt to happels sat lealt, in moft q 
cafes of this kind no tumefaction of the ro is per- — 


ceptible. 


This kind of foafn or cramp occurs occafionally i in — 


every part of the urethra. I have met with it with- 


in an inch of the extremity of the glans, but for the © 
-moft part it happens behind the fcrotum, or nearer 
the proftate gland, in the pictinie Shag part of the 


paffage. 


In the treatment of Obftruction in the Urethra it- | 


is‘a matter of the firft importance to determine the 


caufe by which it is produced. It is particularly ne- 


ceflary to diftinguifh between obftruction arifing from 
fpafn, and that which proceeds from ftricture of the 
paflage. In the latter, bougies, as we fhall after- 


wards fee, are almoft the only remedies upon which © 
we can depend, while, in cafes of {fpafm, they very © 


commonly do harm. In the one they remove the 
difeafe by acting as wedges; in the other they add 
to the violence of the contraction by increafing the 


- irritability by which it was at firft excited. 


As the degree of obftruction produced by fpafm 


alone is, in fome inftances, equal to what ufually oc- | 


curs from the moft obftinate kind of ftricture, it is 


only from an exact account of the rife and progrefs of — 
the difeafe by which wecan judge of the difference. — 
_. When the flow of urine has at firft been perceived — 
‘to be flightly obftructed, and when this has gradu- © 


ally become worfe, without ever being in any inftance 


materially better, there will-be much caufe to ima- — 
gine that it proceeds froma caufe of a fixed nature: © 
while, on the contrary, however complete an ob- 
ftruction may be, if it came on fuddenly, and if it: 
frequently becomes quickly well without any obvious — 
reafon, there will be no caufe to doubt of its proceed- — 


ing from £ pafm. 


We find too, in obftruction proceeding from caufes” 


of amore fixed nature, that fome pain is always difco- 


vered at one or more fixed points. In fome cafes 2° 


degree of hardnefs is perceived on the urethra being 
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effed at thefe points ; ; while in others , although no- 
ae canbe difcovered onexternal preffure, the patient 
_ feels a degree of heat and pain, as if the parts affect- 
ed were excoriated, or even ulcerated. Befides, in 
real ftricture, a difcharge of matter very univeriaily 
_ takes place from the.urethra; ; forming, as we have 
already had occafion to fee, a very frequent caufe of 
' Gleet. But in obftruction proceeding from {pafm, 
| any pain which occurs in the urethra does not pro- 
_ ceed from one point. It appears to be more diffufed ; 
i and is feldom in any diftrefsful degree, if it be not 
; “by the {toppage which it gives to the flow of urine, 
No particular fpot is difcovered to be hard or fore 
- upon preffure, and a difcharge of matter does not ne- 
a ceffarily take place in it. 

' Spafm, indeed, may be accompanied with a flow 
_of matter from the urethra. This will always hap- 
~ pen where Gonorrhea or Gleet have previoufly ex- 
ifted; but it will never, on enquiry, be found to be 
“the cause of the difcharge. 
| The remedies to be employed for the removal of 
_ this variety of ob{tuction are, warm emollients, ano- 


_ gies, incertain circumftances, may be alfoemployed. 
~ Rubbing the parts affected, ‘whether the perineum, 
or. more interior parts of the penis with warm oil, 
_ proves fometimes ufeful, Oil, ftrongly impregnated 
* with camphor, and Goulard’s form of the unguentum 
- faturninum, whenapplied warm to the parts affected, 
- alfo tend to remove this caufe of obftruétion. I have 
- fometimes known it inftantaneoufly removed by fo- 
menting the perineum with a decoction of chamo- 
“mile flowers or althea, or by the application of a blad- 
der filled with warm ‘water. 

The common anodyne balfam makes an ufeful appli- 
‘cation here. ‘The parts in which the fpafm is feated 
i ould not only be rubbed with it, but pledgets im- 
“merfed i in it fhould be kept conftantly applied to them, 
But one of the moft powerful antifpafmodics among 
external applications is, a mixture compofed of three 
ats of laudanum and one of ether. 
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_ dynes, blood-letting, blifters, and electricity. Bou- . 
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Frequently, however, little or no advantage is — 
derived from the extethal application of anodynes ; : 
while opium, given internally, is productive of the 
beft effects. Forty drops of laudanum, given by the 
mouth, will often remove a {pafm of the urethra 
that has refifted every variety of this remedy applied 
to the fkin; and when thrown up the reQum, in the 
form of injection, it proves ftill more effeftual in re- 
moving pain, irritation, and f{pafm about the anus, 
and in the organs of urine and generation, than when 
received into the ftomach. _ ‘ 

Whether this may proceed from the remedy get- ~ 


ting more nearly into contact with the nervesof the ~ 


difeafed parts, or whatever may be the caufe of it, 
is perhaps difficult to determine; but, from much 
experience of their effects, I am convinced, that in 
all fuch affetions, opiates prove moft powerful when 
given in this manner. ; 

In plethoric conftitutions blood- letting i is often the — . 
moft effectual remedy, not only-in carrying off the — 
{pafm which prefently fubfifts, but in preventing re- _ 
turns of itin future. Befides the difcharge of blood 
from the arm in quantities proportioned to the | 
{trength of the patient, leeches fhould be applied a- — 
long the courfe of the affeéted parts, and they feldom ~ 
fail where the conftitution can fupport the evacuati- — 
on, of giving very effectual relief, 

From an idea of {pafmodic affections proceeding in — 
moft inftances from what is termed a weaknefs of © 
nerves, and from a dread which very univerfally ~ 
prevails, of all fuch affections being rendered’ te ¥ 
by blood-letting, this is a remedy we find very rare~ — 
ly, employed. But itis proper here, as well as in fimi- , 
lar affections of other parts, to obferve, that morbid _ 
irritability may be excited by caufes ofa very oppo- 
fite nature. It fometimes takes place where the con- 
{titution is relaxed and reduced; and, in fuch cir- 
cumitances, evacuations of every kind very common- 
ly do harin. But it more frequently happens from a 

ftate of plethora, in which blood-letting proves the 
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' moft certain remedy, and where opiates, warm bath- 
ing, and other antifpaf{modics are often ufed' for a 
great length of time, without any effe@ seeming 
from them. 

» We find from experienee, that a ftimulus applied 
to the {kin proves often ufeful in relieving pain and 

{pafm, in parts that are very deeply feated; and up- 

on trial, the fame remedies are fometimes found to 

remove fimilar affections of the urethra, Obftruc- 
tions of this kind have, in different inftances, been - 

relieved by the application of volatile liniment, a 

_ ftrong impregnation of oil with volatile alkali, to the 

parts affected. A blifter applied over the perineum, 

has in different inftances carried off obftructions of 
the urethra ; and in fome cafes where blifters failed, 
the difeafe has been completely removed by the ap- 

_ plication of 2 warm plafter. 

In fuch cafes blifters do not feem to act fo much by 

~ the evacuation which they produce, as by the irrita- 

tion which they excite; for it often happens that the 
pain and {pafm are removed as foon as the fkin becomes 
in any degree uneafy, and long before vefications can 
be formed. Hence, a warm plafter, which does not 

- contain fuch a quantity of cantharides as to render it 

_ capable of acting as a blifter, by keeping up:a more 

continued ftimulus than blifters, proves, in fome in- 

_ ftances,- more effectual. 

' Electricity has fometimes proved ufeful in removing 

_ f{pafm of the urethra ; but it requires to be managed 

with caution, otherwife it is apt to add to the vio- 

_ lence of the difeafe. In plethoric habits it always does 

. mifchief, and ought never to be advifed in thefe till 

_ blood-letting has been premifed. 

Ihave had oceafion already to remark, that in this 

_ variety of obftruction, bougies are very apt to do 

harm. This proceeds from their being pufhed with 

violence, when the parts, from being under fome high 

- degree of irritation, are in a ftate of {trong contrac- 
tion, This ought never, therefore, to be done; for 
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while the parts remain in this fituation we feldom ~ 
fucceed; or if we do get the bougie paffed, it is al- 

ways from the ufe of more violence than ought to be 
' employed. 3 ype S| 

But bougies prove highly ferviceable, even in 
Spafmodic Obftructions of the Urethra, when the vio- 
lence of the difeafe is fo far removed that they can be 
introduced with eafe, and without exciting irritation: 
fo that, whenever we find this can be accomplifhed, 
whether the fpafm has been lefiened by the ufe of 

emollients, anodynes, blood-letting, or any other re- 
medy, it ought always to be advifed. Befides the 
prefent relief which it affords, by removing any de- — 
eree of the obftruction which may remain, it tends 
more effectually than any other remedy to prevent a 
return of it. This is particularly the cafe where 
{pafm is conjoined, as fometimes happens, with the — 
more fixed kind of obftruétion, which we are pre-. 
fently to proceed to confider. When this takes place | 
all our other remedies are to be confidered merely as 
preparative to the ufe of bougies, which, in fuch cir- — 
cumftances, are alone to be depended on for a cure. | 
It muft always be remembered, however, that bougies _ 
are only admiflible when they can be introduced and — 
retained in the paflage, without exciting much un- | 
eafinefs. 

In all difeafes of the genitals the flate of the inte | 
tines-require particular attention. So much fympa- — 
thy fubfifts between thefe parts that in people liable _ 
_ to obftruion in the urethra, I have known a fevere — 
fit of the difeafe induced by a coftive ftooh Neither — 
_is much purging neceffary or proper. ‘The bowels 
- fhould be kept in fuch a ftate as to prevent irritation, 

as far as it can be: Sam in the reQum and contiguous ; 
nee ts. Cee) 
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Of “leas in the Urethra from Flefhy Exes fences, 


Bi or Caruncles. 
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“OBS TRUC TION to the paffage of urine has 
1- Bione been confidered as one of the moft diftrefsful, as 
Vit is one of the moft frequent confequences of €lap; ; 
- and Caruacles, Flefhy Excrefcences, or Carnofities, as 
Bs they are fometimes termed, are mentioned by all the 
} older writers upon this fubjeay as the moft frequent 
| caufe of it. 

| ‘This idea naturally arofe from their perceiving that 
. warty fubftances were fometimes formed within the 
4 “urethra, near to its extr emity, fimilar in appearance 
bi to thofe which often occur s Lye the prepuce and 
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M parts ftab death, they were led a Sian that the 
more deep-feated obftructions were all of a fimilar 
' nature. 
}  Souniverfally did this opinion prevail, and it was. 
| fo ftrongly afferted in books, that although it was 
' long ago, by fome individuals, particularly by Savi- 
ard and Dionis, fuppofed to bevill-fou nded, yet even! 
in our times it has *been very generally admitted. 
This is fo far the cafe, that-in common ccnverfa- 
t tion upon this fnbject, Garuncles:ate: ufnally confi- 
} dered as the moft frequent caufe of all fuch obftrue- 
tions. 

“It is now, however, very certainly known that. 
t this caufe of obftru¢tion is an rncommon occurrence 
: in the more remote parts of the urethra. Of late 
} years this has become a very frequent obje& of ana= 
| tomical inveftigation ; and i have reafon to fuppofe, 
| ib rom all that I have yet heard, as well as from the re- 
| fale of my own inguiries, that iit feidom exifts farther 
up the urethra than half an inch or we from the point 
Eke glans. .Warty excreiconacos are not unfre- 
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been able to remove them with {ciflars, and with 
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quently faund towards the orifice of the ur ethra ; bor 


“been fuppofed to act chiefly by inducing fuppuration 
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I have feldom feen them, even in this fenviont 
where they did not likewife prevell SEG the glans" 
and prepuce. : 

The obftruction to the flow of urine from this caufe > — 
is feldom confiderable ; but it always occafions much ~ 
anxiety to the patient, from a fear which he is eu to 
entertain of its becoming worle. 

When feated juft in the opening of the iiethra! as 
Renetiaes happens, I have, in different inftances, 
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{mall ligatures pafled round them; but they are fel- 
dom fo fituated as to admit of our taking them off in. — 
this manner. Neither are we at liberty to deftroy 
them by the application of efcharotics, the iryitability 
of the urethra rendering this a very hazardous at- 
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In all fuch cafes we place our chief dependence up- — 
on bougies; and, when duly perfifted in, they be Hlte 
fail in effecting a cure. © 4 
' Some difference of opinion has arifen as to the man- © 
ner.in which bougies a in removing thefé excref- 
cences, In ftri@ures of a different kind there is no 
caufe for doubt upon this point, as they evidently 
act entirely as wedges, and prove ufeful in propor- — 
tion to the extent of mechanical preffure which © 
they afford; but in the cure of Caruncles they have ~ 


upon the difeafed parts; and tae them in this 3 
Manner. 

It is eee however, that in the cure of thefe 
excrefeences, there is fomething farther neceffary 
than the formation of matter. Indeed inftances © 
occur daily, of their being conftantly immerfed in i 
matter, fometimes proceeding from their own fur- — 
faces, and at other times from the contiguous parts, 3 
without their being diminifhed, I rather conceive 
that bougies, even in this variety of obftruction, 
operate partly by mechanical preffure, and partly © 
by exciting inflammation in the excrefeences. We — 
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hall hereafter have ateafior to fee, that fome of 
the remedies employed for the removal’of ‘warts in’. 
other parts, prove chiefly ufeful by making then: 
‘inflame ; and. as. bougies are well calculated for this 
purpofe, I think it probable, that while they evi- 
dently anfwer 2 good purpofe by the preffure which 
they afford, they prove likewife ferviceable by ex- 
citing over ‘thefe excrefcences that flight degree of 
-inflammation, which, in the treatment of common 
_ venereal warts very commonly makes them rey 
off, . 


/ 
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Of Ob fruction in the Urethra a he Strictures, yah 4 : 
é fo Bo tia 3 of Bougies, and Fiftule in Perineo. — 


f. LN the more fixed kinds of Obiirudion, proceeding 
from Gonorrhea, the diameter of the Urethra i is lef- 
fened in two different ways. For the moft part it is 
diminifhed by a thickening taking place at fome par- 
_ ticular point in the membrane of the paflage itfelf or 
rather i in the corpus fpongiofum urethra, 1 in a fimilar 
-manner to what frequently happens in the membrane 

of the nofe in cafes of catarrh. At other’ times the 
> urethra i is drawn together, or contracted, as ifa cord 
was tied round it, without any other difeafe being 
_ perceptible. 

In fome cafes, again, thefe two affections are con= 

pigined 5 ; and we find, in the fame perfon, the diame- 
_ ter.of the paflage leffened in one part by 2 mere con- 
" tradtion, and in another, by a {welling and thicken- 
} ing in the fabftance of the urethra itfelf. 
Every part of the paffage is liable to ftridtures ; but, 
"they are more frequent behind and immediately 4- 
) _ bove the icrotum, thanin any other part. In fome 
* cafes a fingle ftridure only takes place; but when the 
' difeafe has fubfifted for a length of time,we very com- 
4 "monly find the paifage contr aghcn3 in different parts. 
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_ Where the'urethra is merely drawn ‘tagentas thei 
difeate feldom extends, at any one part, above the © 
eight part of am inch, but where the ftoppage pro- — 
ceeds from a {welling of the fubftance of the urethra 


itfelf, it fometimes extends to the length of an inch. 
From whatever caufe the ftricture may proceed, 
we commonly find that the urethra is affected equally 


all round ; but it is very properly remarked by Mr... 


Hunter, that, in fome cafes, the difeafe feems to be 

fixed entirely on ‘one fide of the paflage, in which 

cafe the canal is thrown over to the oppofite fide. 
This feems to happen only where the obftruction 


is produced by {welling of the urethra, and not where _ 


it proceeds folely from contraction. 

Where this unequal diminution of the canal takes 
place, even in one part only, it is obvious that it muft 
add greatly to the difficulty of introducing bougies ; 

and where more than one affection of this kind occurs, 


if they be not exactly oppofite to one another, a kind — 


of twifting of the paflage takes place, which renders 


the paflinga bougie impracticable, It muff, however ny 


be admitted, that inftances of this are rare. 


It is (acne remarkable that the formation of ‘| 


ftrictures is often fo gradual, that a patient is not 
fenfible of their taking place till the difeafe has been 
of long continuance. Being feldom attended with 


tial degree of it paffes without notice, by which they 
are apt to be rendered much more fixed and perma- 


nent than otherwife they would be. The patient, in- — 
deed, has feldom any fufpicion cf ftrictures, till the — 
furgeon, for his own fatisfaction, where Gleet’con- _ 
tinues more obftinate than ufual, propofes to intro- — 
duce a bougte. Gonorrhe having given rife to the | 
Gleet, any difficulty that cecurs to the paflage of the © 
urine is confidered to arife from the fame caufe ; and 
thus. a great length of time often elapfes before any | 
fuch examination is made as can with Cian lead 


to a difcovery. 


‘This proves often, in its confequences, highly ane é 
treisful, and ought therefore to be as much as pofli- % 


= 


"pain till the flow of urine is much impeded, any par- 
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ble guarded againtt ; for ftrictures, by long continus | 
ance, become much more firm, as well as more ex-_ 
tenfive, than they were at firtt, by wich they be- 
come much more difficult to cure. Cafes which at 
firft would have yielded almoft to the firft attempt 
with bougies, are, by delay, often rendered fo obfti- 
| nate that nothing will remove them but the moft exact 
“application of bougies being continved for a great 
length of time. 
~ Inall cafes, therefore, in which there is the leaft 
_caufe to fafpect that {trictures may exift, an examin- 
- ation fhould be made with bougies. But as patients 
_ themfelves are apt to be deceived upon this point 
' practitioners ought, in every inftance, to lead their 
| attention towards it. Indifferent parts of this work 


| we fhall have occafion to fee that Glect is frequently ) 


kept up by ftrictures ; fo that whenever a running 

_ becomes in any cmenaal degree obftinate, if there be 

not fome other evident caufe for it, a trial with a 

 bougie fhould be propofed. This, "however: is fel- 

dom attended to ; by which much unneceflary trou- 

| ble, as well as lofs of character, falls upon the practi- 

_tioner, while the patient is made to fuffera great deak 
of mifery which might have been prevented, 

fi We have already had occafion to remark that the: 

 ftri@ures of which we are now {peaking are confe- 


| " quences of Gonorrhe ; but in what manner theyare — 


ae by Gonorr Lice: is perhaps difficult to explain. 
hey have been attributed chiefly to ulcers induced 
‘ the difeafe, and to inflammation, 

At one period I was induced to fuppofe; chiefly from 
‘the information I had from books, that ftrictures were. 









frequent opportunities of obferving the feat of Go- 
norrhe after death, Iam now convinced that ulcers 
very feldom take place here, by no means fo frequent- 


d uce, ‘Tt foinetiznes indeed happens, that the mem- 
t brane of the urethra covering ftriétures, is found in 
2 # fhate of tendernefs, or of excoriation, but not 'com- 


in moft inftances preduced by ulcers. But from more » 


és 


- gine that any ulcer which the rupturc of a blood-vef- © 


a 


- gined, nor do J agree with thofe who thiak that in- 
jections often produce them. 4 


_ that they tend more frequently than any other caufe, | 


the membrane of the urethra, which often occurs in ~ 


found that ftrictures have been particular ly apt to bapa 4 


happened. I do not fuppofe, however, that this is’ 


the moft i important objection to the ufe of injections, 


tirely afide : for however defirable it may be to hav@ 
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pletely ulcerated. This appears too to be the effed 
of the difeafe rather than the caufe of it, It feems 
to proceed, in fome degree, from the cumenee of & 4 


{trictures and in fome meafure from the acrimony of | 
the matter which thefe very ftri€tures produce. : 

When ulcers are met with in Gonorrhea, they are 
in moft inftances, I believe, produced by the rupture, 
of one or more blood- veffels, Ifit be not at the ve- 7 
ry point of the urethra, they never proceed from the@ | 
matter of Lues Venerea. Now we can icarcély ima-_ 


fel; in the urethra could probably produce, would be — 
of fuch depth or magnitude as to be attended with a- | 
ny important confequence of this kind. Neither are | 
hemorrhages from the urethra frequent ; nor have I 


pen, even where hemorrhages have taken plage.s in 
analarming degree. | 

I confider it, therefore, as decided, that fridureel 
in the ur ethra. feldom or never pr oceed from ulcers, 
Inflammation, when violent, may certainly tend to j} 
produce them ; and I think feveral inftances have} 
fallen within my own obfervation where this actually” 


fuch a frequent caufe of {tri@tures as is commonly ima~/ 


i 
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As it was obferved, that ftri€@ures were, in fome |} 
inftances, induced by inflammation, and injections be- } 
ing fappofed, by thofe who are prejudiced again | 
them, very apt to inflame the urethra, it was long | 
ago afferted, and has fince by many been believed il 


to produce {tritures. This, indeed, is held forth as ze | 


and were it in any degree well founded, I admit thai | 


it would be a ftrong reafon for laying this remedy ene | | 
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however eflicacious injeétions may be, no practitioner 


would advife them were it to be with the rifk of induc.. 


ing fuch a formidable difeafe as {trictures often are. 
Where ftrong ftimulating injections are ungardedly 
ufed, fuch a deere of inflammation may thus be in- 
duced as may be. produttive of the moft obftinate ftric- 
tures. But this is not the fault of the remedy, as { have 
elf{where obferved, being entirely the efleé of an impro- 
per application of it. We might with equal propriety 
condemn. the ufe of fome of our moft effectual and fafelt 
medicines, merely from an over-dofe having done harm. 
Inftead of injections being a frequent caufe of firic- 
tures, I have much reafon to think that they are more 
effectual than any other remedy in preventing them. Al- 
though I have admitted that ftrictures are fometimes 
produced by fevere degrees of inflammation, I do not 
confider this as a frequent occurrence. Strictures I ¢con- 
ceive to be moft frequently the confequence of a ftate 
_ directly the reverfe of inflammation. In a great propor- 
- tion of cafes they will be found to take place, where, 
either from no injection being ufed, or from fome other 
_ caufe, the difcharge has gone on toa very unufal length, 
» where all fymptoms of inflammation were gone long 
before, and where nothing but a Gleet remained. At 


* leaft this has been very generally the refult of my ob- | 


fervation, and, I believe, it will be admitted by all who 


have paid attention to the point in queftion. I therefore © 


conclude from this, as well as from the appearances which 
_ thefe parts exhibit on diflection, that this variety of ob- 
ftruction proceeds moit frequently from a ftate of mor- 
bid relaxation or debility, induced in thefe parts of the 
membrane of the urethra upon which the inflammation 
at firft fixes with moft violence, and from which the fub- 
fequent difcharge is in.a great meafure produced, 

Where ftriature fucceeds immediately to inflammation, 
_ it appears to be that variety of it in w ich the urethra 
1s comprefled, or tied, as it were, with a cord: but 
_ where it does not appear till the inflammation fubfides, 
_ andthe difcharge has been of long duration, the fub- 
c itance of the urethra is four at thofe parts where the 
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ftriaures exift, fpongy, foft, and prominent, bearing 
every mark of having completely loft its tone. 
The exiftence of this variety of ftricture being af- ; 
certained, and it will not be confounded with any other ~ 
difeafe where the obfervations contained in the pre- — 
ceding parts of this fection are kept in view, our next ~ 
object is to fix upon the method of cure. . 
While the opinion prevailed of ftrictures being moft 
frequently produced by ulcers in the urethra, as this led 
_to the fuipicion of their being connected with Lues Ve- — 
nerea, mercury was advifed in almoft every inftance. | 
Mercurial ointment was regularly rubbed upon the feat’ 
of the difeafe, in order to diffolve the caufe of the ob- 
ftruction, and the patient was put under a falivation, | 
with a view to the fafety of his conftitution. : 3 
As this was the prevailing praétice of our beft furge- 
ons, both here and in other parts of Europe, when [ 
entered upon bufinefs, I was neceflarily led to adopt it ; 
but Jate experience having {hewn that mercury is never 
neceflary in the cure of ftrictures, I have now for many 
years pait laid it altogether afide. Nay, I’ readily own 
that I never knew any advantage derived from it, while ~ 
in many inftances, when long perfifted in, it evidently — 
aid hari. i): . : “a 
It will not be imagined, that during this late period 
of time, mercury was ever alone depended upon for the 
removal of ftrictures in the urethra. Bougies were then 
very generally employed ; but mercury, for the reafon 
I have mentioned, was always advifed along with them. 
Bougies had long been known to practitioners, but they 
were fo coarfely formed, and their application fo little 
underftood, that fcarcely any advantage was derived 
from them, till Mr. Daran, about fifty years ago, brought 
them into more general notice. By forming them with 
care, and introducing them with addrefs, Mr. Daran 
had the credit of: giving us the only remedy upon which ~ 
we can place any dependence’for the cure of ftrictures. 
At leaft we are certainly in ‘a great meafure indebted to 
him for bringing them into general ufe. 
It is true that Mr. Daran attributed virtues to his 
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‘bougies which they did not poffefs. Being much inter- 
 efted in the fale of them, he wifhed to throw a'myitery, 
over their compofition. ‘Fhey acted chiefly, he faid, by. 
their fuppurative quality : in confequence of which, and 
by the great difcharge of matter which they produced; 
tumours, and other caufes of obftruction in the urethra, 
were, he alledged, diflolved by them, which could never 
otherwife have been removed. ‘The confidencewith which 
this was.aflerted, by a man of. Mr.. Daran’s experience, 
and the confiderable difcharge of purulent-like matter 
which ufually accompanies the. ‘fe of bougies, gave 
weight to an opinion which at laft came to be very 
generally adopted. 

We now know, however, that it is not by exciting a 

, difcharge of matter that bougies actin the cure of ftric- 

_ tures. Kven the mildeft bougite we can employ, when 
kept in the urethrafor an hour or two, is-covered with 
a kind of matter on being withdrawn.; but this happena 
as readily where the urethrais found as when it is ob- 
ftructed in various places, and it proceeds entirely from » 
the natural mucus of the paflage being increafed in quan- 
tity, and fomewliat altered in appearance, by the irritation 
excited by the bougie: 

Even admitting the obftruéted parts to be more par- 
ticularly a¢ted upon, and a-greater difcharge of matter 
excited from. them than froin the. other parts of ‘the 

- nrethra, and which Mr. Daran aflerted to be the cafe. 
- under his management of the bougie,. fill this would 
» not account for the removal of excrefcences ; >. for we 
know, from daily obfervation, in other parts of the body, 
that the whole furface of excrefcences of a fimilar natute 
to thofe which Mr. Daran fuppofes to take place here... 
may be kept ina ftate of complete ulceration, anda great 
peta of matter difcharged from them for a great. 
nght of time, without any diminution of their fize. 
Bougies, in the cure of thefe ftrictures, feem_to a& 
folely by preffure, and the fupport which they afford to» 
the difeafed parts. If a bougie, of fufficient firmnefs,. 
exactly or nearly the fize of the urethrain its contrac-. 


_ ted itate, be pafled at firft, and others. of a. eee fize afs. 
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terwards introduced, we know from experience, that if 4 
done with caution, no harm will enfue, and that theftric. 
ture for which it was employed, will thus,in a gradual ~ 
manner, be removed, merely by the preflure of the 
bougie. ) | 

~ In this view, our chief object in the forming of bous 
gies fhould be, to give them a firmnefs fufficient to afford » 
fupport to the parts which we wifh to comprefs, and a 
fmoothnefs and flexibility which will admit of their being 
introduced and retained in the urethra with the greatelt 
poffible eafe. . 

Numbers 34, 35, 36, and 37, in the Appendix, con- 
tain prefcriptions for bougies of different colours and 
confiftences, with fome directions for the method of pre- 
paring them ; but the exact formation of bougies being 
a matter of the firft importance, and this being only to 
be acquired by extenfive experience, it is better for fur- 
geons to procure them from thofe whofe fole profeflion 
itis to make them, than to attempt to form them them- 
felves. 

Befides the forms of plafters mentioned in thefe pre- 
{criptions, other articles have been employed for the 
conftruction of bougies, particularly cat-gut and refina | 
elaftica. Of thefe the latter is by much the beft, and for — 
all the fmaller kinds of bougies, I now find it to be pre- — 
ferable to the beft bougies of the common kind. Even 
when of the fmalleft fize, it can be made of fuch a degree 
of firmnefs as to admit of being pufhed with confider- 
able force, which is not the cafe with the fmaller kinds 
of common bougies, which are apt to bend, and to be- 
come twifted, although introduced with much care and 
attention. | 

The great expence of bougies of this kind has hither- 
to prevented them from being fo generally known as 
they ought to be : befides, they were at firft made fo foft 
that they nearly diffolved in the urethra on being allowed 
to remain in it for the {pace of an hour or:two ; but this 
fault is now fo entirely removed, that I have known them 
remain in the paflage feven or eight hours at once, and 
yet as frm on being withdrawn as when firft introduced. 
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_ This renders it a valuable article, not only for bougies, 
but flexible catheters. 

This refin has one very effential advantage over every 
compofition that has yet been employed fot bougies. It 
does not crack or break while in the urethra, however 
frequently it may be introduced. When the common 
__ bougies are prepared with much attention, and the coni- 
. pofition of which they are formed is not too much 
' boiled, they may fometimes be ufed two or three times 
_ with fafety ; but, in moft initances, they cannot with 
_ propriety be introduced more than once. Nay, many 
of them, on remaining an hour. or two in the paflage, 
are fo much cracked as to excite a great deal of irrita- 
tion and pain even on their firft introduction, infomuch 
that I have met with different inftances where patients 
| had been deterred by this caufe alone from ufing bou- 
_ gies, the irritation which they excited being fo greats 
| tobe perfectly infupportable ; while, on having recourfe 
to-thofe formed of refina elaftica, they were found to 
create no kind of uneafinefs. 

Thefe bougies are formed of fine filk, or linen, dip- 
| ped inthe refin diflolved in xther. ‘They weré original- 
' ly invented by MrggThedn, of Berlin, and now are 
- made by different. ftsin Paris. ‘There is caufe to re- 
gret that the art of forming them is as yet confined:to 
— avery few, fothat our fupplies have hitherto been both 
f ifcarceand uncertain. . 
 Intheufe of bougies the following are the points which 
_ particularly require attention : 

‘4. ‘They fhould be provided in fuch numbers, and 
§ of fuch variety of fizes, that there may be no doubt of 
| as many being at hand as in any cafe may be requiiite. 
| a 2. On proceeding to introduce the firft bougie, care 
’ fhould be taken to fix upon one of fuch a fize as will 
} probably pafs without exciting much pain. It is better 
}) at firft to have it rather fmaller than might be made to 
| pais, than be afterwards under the neceflity of with- 
_ drawing it. Of this we may in generaljudge by the fize 
~ of ftream in which the urine is obferved to flow. Itis 


~ often indeed found to be forked, and fometimes flat- 





; , “an 
Iso. Or OxsTRUCTIONS IN THE URETHRA § Ch.IV. b/ 


_tened, owing to the form and nature of the ftriGure, but, 
with forme attention to. this circumftance, we may, for 
Pe moft part, be determined in the _Hize of bougie that. 
will .anfwer. . 
3. ‘Fhe patient fhould be ascent fach a pofture, as. © 
tends, in the moft effectual manner, torelax the urethra, © 
He may either be made toftand, with his thighs fepara- 3 
ted, and his body bent gently forward, or he imay be laid. 
upon his back, with his thighs not only feparate, but rai-. 
fed. He ought, om no account, to be feated. In fitting the: @ 
urethra isapt to be fo much comprefled that no {pace is. | 
left for the paflage of a bougie. I have known feveral un- © 
a attemps to pafs a bougie from this caufe alone: © 
dae eeeeor being feated on the right fide of the 
patient 10uld grafp the penis with his left hand, and, 
at the fame time fhould draw it gently forward, fo as to 
firetch the urethra to fuch a degree as may prevent it | 
trom catching the point of the bougie. With the bou> ~ 
gic previoufly well oiled, in his right hand, he fhould. “| 
Gntert the point of it into “the urethra, heey it muft be. 
pafled lowly, though firmly on, till it meets with refift- © 
znee. Neither fhould he defift at 6nce onthe ftri€ture- © 
being met with. It anfwers bettergicontinue to pufh on: 
the bougie with a due degree of mne{s, than to with-. ~ 
draw it immediatel y, as is often done. The firft appli- mf 
cation of a bougie to the ob{tru€ion, is very apttoexcite © 
“ arritation and ipafm, even in the firicture itfelf; and F 7 
have often thought that this was more eafily overcome ~ 
by pufhing the bougie on at firft than by any fubfequent | 
introduétion of it. - 
s. A knowledge of the force that may with fafety be 7 
employ ed in pafling a bougie, can only be acquired by % 
experience, The leis violence that is done to the urethra, % 
or to the caute of contraction, | the better. It cannot, in 
fome cafes, @ done without pain, but it fhould never be © 
made to force a difcharge of blood. When blood comes ~ 
away, the inftrument fhould be inftantly withdrawn : 
for when this takes place, we may always be certain that ; 
fome parts have been injured which ought notto have © 
fuffered, and by continuing to force on the bougie, that © 
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Where: is a confiderable rifk of its forming a new pailage 
» for itfelf. 
6. The diftrefs which enfues from a new opening ; 

being formed by a bougie is apt to be fo greats that no- | 
thing fhould be omitted that can in’ any way tend to 
prevent it. When there is caufe to ape’ from the 
_ quantity of blood difcharged, that the membrane of the 
urethra is injured, the bougie ought not to be again in- 
troduced for feyveral days ; not till there ts reafon to 
- fuppofe that the wound in the urethra is healed, for, till 
; this takes, place, it is obvious that it would be very an 
_ to Fenéw the injury. er 
. 7. As bougies ought all:to be of a conical form 
fhould net be pufled farther at firft than free! 
the firft obftruction, otherwifethe contracted pale is ¢ 
sto be torn open’ with too much force. It anfwe ‘3 better 
to proceed gradually, and to increafe the fize of the bows 
gic, or to pufh one of the fame fize farther on, in fuch a 
manner, as may avoid every rifk of injuring the mem- 
-“brance of the urethra. - 

It is true that cures Will be obtained where Lougies 

_ have been introduced with much violence ; where vio- 
y ~ lent pain, qccompar 1 with hamorrhagy, has been ex- 
_ cited: but thisisa esc which, for the reafons I have 
~ mentioned, ought never tb be adopted. 
8 8. The bougic being introduced, fome attention is Te- 
"quired to prevent it from flipping altogether int | 
~ urethra, as well as for retaining it in the depth at which 
‘itis inferted. We obtain the firft of thefe objects by 
i ‘bending the ‘end of the bougie, which, for this pur- 
Rote, fhould be left at leaft half an inch out of the ure- , 
thra ; and the ufual method of retaining a bougiein it 
Be is, by tying a piece of {oft cotton thread to theend of 
~ it, and fixing it with this either directly. to the penis, by 

b pafling it once or twice round about the glans, or con- 
netting it tothe circular belt of a common fufpenfory 
bandage. But the moft effectual method, as well as the 
eafieft, which I have tried, is fitting the penis with a 
{mall bag or pouch of cotton or linen. ‘The bougie being 
| introduced with its end bent down, the bag. mut rh be put 
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Ls into the bladder, as is done in the operation of lithoto- 
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over the penis, and being fixed with two pieces of tape 
toa circular belt round the body, the bougie is in this 
manner eafily retained. | 

Common bougies being of no oreat value, may be > 
cut of fuch a length as to leave half an inch or fo out of © 
the urethra, for the purpofe. of bending down in the © 
manner I have mentioned ; but thofe of the elaftic gum | 
fhould be kept of every variety of length, from three or © 
four inches to nine or ten; and being ealily formed with 
a knob at the large end, they are thus, in the mott cer- 
tain manner, prevented from ‘flipping i in. 

, When this caution has been neglected,and when a bou- 
Hn gie is thereby allowed to flip completely into the urethra, 
itis fommetimes, by the aukward attenipts of thé patient, 
forced ogether into the’bladder.. i 
In this fituation, it cannot be removed but by cutting © 





“ny, and extracting it with forceps. But while the bougie 
continues in any part of the urethra it may be taken out. © 
by an operation of much lefs importance and hazard. 

When the end of the bougie can be feen, it may with © 
fome care and attention be laid hold 6f with a fmall hook, © 
or with narrow-bladed forceps, fulfh as are ufed for ex- | 
tracting ftones that fix neargto the end-of the urethra. © 
But when it has pafled fo far in, that it cannot be perceiv- — 
ed, this method of extraction will not fucceed: 

In this cafe it can only be got out by making an in- | 
cifion uponit direéily into theurethra. The fkin fhould be — 
firft drawn back, when a cut fhould be made through the’ — 
teguments and Weer at once, of at leaft half an inch 4 
in fength, when, if the end of the bougie can be laid hold oh 
of, it may be taken out at. this opening ; or if this be | 
not préticable, it may be pufhed forward till the end | 
of it pafies out at the end of the urethra. This may be 4 
done either with {mall forceps or pliers, or by {ticking aa 
pin into the bougie at the opening, and pufhing it flowly — 
on. ‘The wound for the moft part heals ealily. ‘| 

io. The circumftances which next requires attention, 
in the ufe of bougies is, the time they fhould be allowed | iu 
to remain in tlie urethra, and the frequency with which 
they fhould be introduced. @ 
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AS bougies act, perhaps, entirely in the cure of ftric- 
_ tures by the preflure which they afford, and prove chiefly 
Putctal by the total change of ftriéture which they induce 
in the parts to which they are applied, they muft necefla- 
rily require a confiderable time for effecting this. The 
longer, therefore, that they are retained in the urethra, 
_ the iooner this will be accomplifhed. But while we attend 
| to the removal of the ftricture, care muft be-taken to 
‘prevent injury by their exciting too much irritation. 
Pigs his, indeed, is the circumftance by which we ought to 
be chiefly ; directed. It may be laid down as a general rule 
that bougies may be retained in the urethra as long as 
they excite no pain or irritation; while, in every in- 
_ ftance, they fhould be withdrawn as foon as much pain 
“is produced by them. 
‘ At firft they can feldom be allowed to remain longer 
than halfan hour at once; but, on the urethra being for 
_fome time accuftomed to receive them, they may, for 
} the moft part, be left in it for feveral hours ; and this 
F "may be repeated once and again during the courfe of 
_ the day. 
TT: During the time that bougies remain in the ure- 
othra_ the patient fhould be prevented from walking or 

















—ufually attended to with neceflary ftrictnefs, by which 
many are prevented from deriving that advantage from 
f bougies which otherwife they would receive. 

4 In walking, witha bougie 1 in the urethra, the i irritation. 
“induced by it is at all times confiderable ; but this, more 
-efpecially, when common bougies are employed. The 
| pastion in walking is apt to crack and break the plafter 
which they are formed, which renders their furfaces 
a wade and unequal, by which it is obvious that much 

‘m muft be done. 

i® 12. In order to obtain the advantage of perfect reft 
oN while bougies are introduced, we are advifed by many 
_to employ them only at bed time, and-to allow them to 
emain in the-paflage during the night. This may anfwer 
when the patient is not liable to noéturnal ereétions, but 
)) where thefe are apt to occur it ought never to be per- 
: * 
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moving more than is abfolutely neceflary. This is not ~ 
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_ main in it. I have known this done, and no harm enfue, 


. urine taking place. 


urethra, which afterwards proved very obftinate, even 


15. In pafling bougies for this purpofe, it has been a_ 
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mitted. I have known feveral inftances of much pain ~ 
and inflammation induced by it. It may, in fomecircum- — 
ftances, be more convenient to apply bougies during the — 


. ‘day, but it is evident that it may be done with more 
- fafety. 


13. To admit as long a retention as poffible of bou- 
gies in the paflage, fome have alledged, that the patient — 
may, with fafety, be allowed to void urine while they re- 

















pt 


where the urine was pafled flowly, and with much cau- 
tion : but I have alfo known the attempt do much harm, © 
and, as the trouble of introducing the bougie a fecond 
time is not equal to the hazard of allowing it to remain, ” 
I always advife it to be withdrawn on a defire to void — 


Befides the pain and inflammation which want of at. 
tention in this matter is apt to induce, and erections oc- © 
curing during the introduction of bougies have likewife — 
this effect, I have known different inftances of its appear- ~ 
ing to lay the foundation of {fpafmodic affections of the 


after the original ftrictures were removed. } 

14. By oradually increafing the fize of the bougie, the! 
ftricture through which it is paffed will at laft be remoy- — 
ed ; but before it is entirely deftroyed, it will be proper to — 
puth forward the bougie, to difcover whether there is any © 
other caufe of obftru@tion or:not. It is better, howéver, — 
not to make the attempt till the opening through the ~ 
firft: is confiderably enlarged, when it will much, more | 
readily fucceed. a 

Whatever other ftri@ures are difcovered, they mutt be j 
managed in the manner we have advifed for the firft ; 
the bougie muft, if poflible, be made to pafs through _ 
them all, and the fize of it: gradually increafed till the” 
urethra is opened to its complete, natural fize. 
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point in difpute, whether they fhould be carried the length 
of the bladder, and allowed to remain in it or not. [am 
decidedly of opinionthat they fhould be pafled completely 
into the bladder, as foon.as this can be done, in order to” 
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“ - difcover the utmoft extent of the fir iiutek: ; but I alfo 
‘think that they fhould never be allowed to remain in 
. P the bladder.. Yhe common bougies are fo apt to crack, 
and pieces of the plafter to fail off, that this might very 
poflibly happen from their being immerfed in urine ; 
and we all know, that ifa particle thould drop, not {mall 
enough to pafs off with the urine, that it would proba- 


readily happen with bougies of elaftic gum ; but even 
' thefe, where there is fo. much hazard, ought not to’ 
be truited, particularly as there is-no real _necefli- 
ty for it in the management of ftrictures; for it is 
found upon diflection, that they are always feated an- 
terior to the neck of the bladder. hey are often in the 
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in the urethra as it pafles through this gland. 
It muft be admitted that the urine is often obftrudted 
: by affections of this gland; by inflammation, as wellas by 
a more indolent kind of {welling, to which, as we have 
elfewhere had occafion to fee, it is tametitaes liable. But 
q this variety of obitruction, inftcad of being removed by 
Bp Poupi<s is always injured by them. We are fometimes 
er the neceflity of pafling a catheter, even during an 
Halland ftate of the proftate gland ; but this fhould only 
' be done for drawing off the urine when it has been 
completely fuppreffed. When the gland has been for 
_ fome time {welled in fuch a manner as to create a ftop- 
page to the flow of urine, it is obvious, from its firmneds, 
that bougies cannot remove it, while, by the irritation 

__ which they excite, they never fail to do harm. 
16. Befides the length of time which bougies fhould 
- be kept inferted daily, it isan object of importance to 
) determine at what period they may, with fafety, be laid 
sae This, I muft acknowledge,.is difficult to do, as it 
_ depends upon a variety of circumftances with which it 
ei is impoflible, at all times, to be acquainted. Even where _ 
the ftricture is fo completely removed that bougies pafs 
é with eafe, and the urinc is voided in a full ftream, 
ee difeaic is apt to recur if the bougies be too foon left 
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bly ferve as a nucleus for a ftone. This would not fo © 


membranous part of the urethra; but they have, per- . 
” haps, never been met with in the proftate gland, I mean — 


4 


"i aes Re eran: SP ag 1 oe ORC) ee Or 
Mestre ; 


ae | | 
156 “Of Opsrnverioxs MEM RETHRAS Ch. 1. a 
ms i 
off. They thoutds; in every in ftance, be worn for a confi- 
derable time- after all appearances of ftricture are gone, © 
and the more-obflinate the difeafe has been, the longer 7 
they fhould be continued. f 
Even after a patient confiders himfelf as fo entirely % 
‘well that he may conceive nq hazard to enfue from the ~ 
farther ufe of bougies being entirely dropped, {till he ~ 
ought to have them, at all times, in his pofleflion, foasto ~ 
, be able, on the leaft return of obftruction, to employ | 
them inftantly. This is a precaution not often adverted © 
to, but which ought never to be difregarded by any | 
who has fuffered in this manner: and I think it the | 
more neceflary to infift upon it, from feveral inftances © 
having fallen within my own knowledge of the moft 7 
diftreisful confequences enfuing from a neglect of it. It | 
is more particularly proper for all people, in this fitua-— 
tion, going upon a journey, to be well provided with © 
bougies ; for, when from home, they cannot always rea- 7 
dily meet with them, while, at the fame time, they are q 
more expofed to the various caufes moft apt to excite a | 
a return of the difeafe. Thefe particularly are, expofure 
to cold and dampnefs; much fatigue, whether on foot, : 
horfeback, or in a carriage ; and excefs in wine and fpi- 4 





rituous liquors. y. 
All of thefe caufes aét with fuch certainty in indus % 

a return of affections of this kind, that I have feldom — 
known them fail where people have been much expofed = 
to them ; and, in moft inftances, their effect-is perceived 7 
foon after their application. I have known a perfon, who, © 
after being completely ‘cured of ftrictures, for feveral 7 
years, has been feized witii a very hazardous and painful 7 
return of the diforder, in the courfe of an hour or two | 
after being much expofed to a cold, eaft wind. It is par- 7 
ticularly apt to occur from Gidlens exertion on horte- 7 
back, and from being much overheated with wine ; j ; 
_more efpecially from excefs in port wine. i 
»» Areturn of ftricure is alfo apt to arife from the urine — 
being, at any time, too long retained after a defire — 

takes place to pafs it. This ought always to be guarded § 
againft ; but J alfo think it right to mention, that petty 
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ents fometimes err in getting into the habit of voiding 
urine too frequently. By yielding immediately to every 
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impulfe, fuch a habit takes place that they are apt, from - 


this caufe alone, to continue, during life, to pafs it every 
hour or two. This proves not only very inconvenient, but 
it is alfo apt toinduce a contra¢ted ftate of the cavity of 
the bladder, together with a thickening of its coats; its 
full diftenfion, which naturally ought to occur from time 
totime, being thereby prevented. Hence it is a matter of, 
no {mall importance for patients, in this fituation, to ob- 
ferve as juft a medium ascan be done between. the two 
extremes which we have mentioned. 

On the leaft return of ftricture being perceived, what- 
ever the caufe may be, a bougie fhould be immediately in- 


troduced. The patient, if he 1s plethoric, fhould be blood- 


éd in proportion to his ftrength ; his bowels fhould be 


opened with a gentle laxative, or with a clyfter ; and he > 


fhould be kept in bed till the violence of the difeafe be 
removed. In this manner I have known the mott formi- 
dable attack foon carried off, while, from treating them 
with inattention, even the moft trifling fymptoms have 
been rendered fevere, and in the highett degree obflinate. 

The fudden and unexpected manner in which patients 


given caufe to fufpect that they muft, in fuch inftances, 


! 2 often attacked with a returo of thefe affections, has 
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proceed from fpafm. But the obiétinacy with which 
they often continue, as well as every other circumftance 
attending them, renders it obvious, that, in a great pro- 


portion of cafes, they proceed from caufes of a more per- 


manent nature than fpafm is almoft ever found to be. 
17. We have hitherto been fuppofihg that the ftric. 
tures are of fuch a nature as to permit a bougie to be 
pafied with no great difficulty ; in which cafe, no doubt 
can be entertained of our being able, by perfeverance, 
either to accomplifh a cure, or to afford at Jeaft very ef- 
fectual relief, and to prevent any alarming obftruction 


from taking place to the paflage of the urine; for howe- 
- ver bad a ftricture may be, if bougies of a {mall fize can 

be pafled at firft, we may always be able, as I have already 
_obferved, in a gradual manner, to introduce thofe of a 


_ ing altogether o 


- 


if the paflage be not altogether obliterated, a furgeon of 


~ ftood to be, if carried on in this direction, we will fome- 7 
-ufual manner. It will be readily fuppofed that the cur- © 
vature given to the bougie mu 
but even the flighteft will fome 


_it from paffing, with fufficient eafe, along the urethra. & 


As gained, it 1s fo inconfiderable as to afford no kind of 


mined againft the farther application of bougies. This, 
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“dager Sire. But frequently, either from the paflage being 
contracted to a very {mall fize, or from the {tricture be- 
me fide of the urethra, by which the 
pailage is thrown over to the oppofite one, after a vari- 
ety of attempts we find no progrefs made, or if any thing — 
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relief. This proves always very difpiriting to the patient, 4 
and is apt to difpofe praétitioners not much verfant in 


this branch of bufinefs to defift from all*further trials: — 


confidering the difeafe to be incurable, they prefcribe a 
courfe of palliatives, which, for the moft part, avail little, 
while the only remedy from which oaia.e could be — 
expected is deferted. 

This ought never to be done, at leatt it ought never to 
come on the part of the practitioner, nor can any thing 
warrant the meafure but the patient himfelf being deter- 











from impatience and difappointment, is apt to happen ; 
but it ought, at all times, to be as much as poflible refift- 
ed. Even in the moft obftinate obftruction that occurs, | 


experience will {carcely tail, if he be not prevented by 4 
the impatience or timidity of his patient from perfever- a 
ing for a due length of time. a 

48: When there is caufe to fufpect that the vattac P: 
thrown over to one fide of the urethra, by the ftricture = 
being fixed in the other, a point in which we may fome- ~ 
times be deterrained by external examination with the ‘ 
fingers, and moft frequently by the feelings of the pati- 7 
ent, the extremity of the bougie fhould be flightly cury- | 
ed or bent before being inferted, and the point of it be- | 
ing turned towards that fide where the pafiage is under- 7 


times fucceed, when various attempts have failed in the 7 





be very inconfiderable ; 4 
times give it the directi-_ : 
on which we with it to take, while it does no prevent — B 


19. In the, introduction of a bougie it ought to be = 
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kept firm between the finger and thumb of the right 

hand, and pufhed gradually forward till it reaches the 
- ftriaure ; but, when it has got this length, it commonly 
anfwers better to twirl it between the finger and thumb, 
taking care to pufh it gently forward at the fame time. 
At leaft I often fucceed in this manner when the ufual 
method of pufhing it directly on, has failed. 

20. I have already obferved that no more force fhould , 
be ufed in the introduction of a bougie than is merely 
neceflary for making it pafs ; but it 1s proper to remark, 
that, in the hands of a f{urgeon of experience, much more 
force may with fafety be applied than others can, with 
any propriety, venture to employ. By pufhing a bougie. 
flowly and gradually forward, we often force it through | 
ftrictures without any difcharge of blood taking place, 
while much pain and laceration is fometimes produced 
even by lefs violence, when applied ina hurried or quick 
manner. | 

21. When we find upon trial that a fmall bougie, near- 
ly the fize of the opening, is made to pafs, no force will 
be afterwards required, if the bougies be gradually in- 

* creafed in fize. But when we find, upon repeated trials, 

_ that the remaining paflage cannot be difcovered, and | 

_ when we therefore mean to employ more force, a bou- 
a of greater ftrength fhould be ufed in place of the 

{maller one. The {mall-fized bougies, particularly thofe of 

the common kind, are fo eafily bent that they fhould 
~ never be employed where much force is required. I have 

_ known even furgeons of experience pufh forward bou- 
gies of this kind, and concluding that they had pafled 
' the ftricture, have carried them on till they imagined 
_ they had nearly reached the bladder, when, on being 
withdrawn, they were twifted up in the form of a cork- 
{crew, having never gone farther than the ftricture. 

With a firm, well-polifhed bougie of elaftic gum, well 
rounded at the end, and.not {maller than a crow’s quill, 
 fuch a force may be applied as will often fucceed when no 
advantage can be derived from thofe of a fmaller fize; _ 
and we ihould not be deterred from proceeding, although | 
the firft trials prove unfuccefsful; for we often pafs the 





Tae BFS 


RR 
<< ad 
ple 
oe 
’ 
dé 





a) 3 ihe 
: ; ; 





ST Rt CTIONS IN THE UrETHRA Ch. Hf. | 


pees by perfeverance when no advantage was as gained 
at firit : 

I have reafon, indeed, to imagine, from what has hap- 
pened in the courfe of my own practice, that few cafes will 
occur which may not ultimately be cured by bougies. 
But when they do, in what manner are we to proceed 3 
When every trial that we dare venture upon with bou- 
gies fails, what are we to do? This, it is evident, nauft 
‘ depe nd-entirely upon the itate of the parts affected, and - 
upon the degree of obftruction which takes place. 

If there is {till fuch an opening left as admits of the 
urine pafling off with tolerable eafe, I would advife no- 
thing farther to be done. A patient, in fuch a fituation, 
had better fubmit to the inconvenience of pafling it flow- 
ly, and even frequently, than to the operation of removy- 
ing the ftricture, which confilts in laying the obftructed 
part of the urethra open, and in the frequent introduc- 
tion of a bougie during the procefs of the reunion of the . 
divided parts. This, however; is an operation of much 
importance : it is attended with fo much pain, and with 
fuch uncertain fuccefs, that no practitioner of experi- 
ence would recommend it while the urine is not totally 
obitructed ; and long: before this could probably happe 
the fituation of the parts lying between the {ftri¢ture and 
the bladder is commonly fuch as to induce the patient to” 
fubmit more readily to any operation that may be necef- 
fary than he ever would have done in a more early ftage 
of the diforder. Whenever the ftricture occafions much 
difficulty to the flow of urine, that part of the urethra 
lying between the ftricture and bladder, is neceflarily dif- 
tended on every attempt to void urine. This frequent. 
ftretching at laft. weakens the lining membrane of the 
urethra; the urinelis at firft in {mall quantities, and af- 
terwards in larger, forced into the furrounding cellular 
fubftance : this, forming one or more {mall tumours, at 
Jait burits out through a corref onding number of open- 
ings, either in the perineum, or in the cellular part of 
the fcrotum. Atleaft this is the ufual progrefs of fuch 
tumours when the ftrictures in the urethra, by which 
they were produced, cannot be removed. 


at ¥ 








Ds as ie eins + cone ee. ae, oh) |). 
rc. a Gaon | aa 
~ Sect. IV. ROM STRICTURES, oF 164 


aa 


“* 
a’ 
\ i 

+ 


a 







This is the moft frequent caufe of the difeafe we have 
already had occafion to mention, Fiftula in Perineo, in 
which the urine continues to flow out at the newly forc- 
ed openings, as long as the {ftri¢tures in the urethra are | 

allowed to remain, and which accordingly, as we have 
already obferved, makes the patient eafily fubmit to 
_ whatever may be neceflary for removing them. In fuch 
' circumitances nothing will prove fuccefsful if the difeaf- 
_ ed parts be not freely laid open. A itaff being introduc- 
ed the length of the ftri€ture, anda {mall probe pafled 
in at one of the openings, and carried to the opposite 
fide of the ftricture, the intermediate {pace fhould be 
~ Jaid open by an incifion’in the direction of the urethra. 
| In this manner the caufe of obftruétion will be difco- 
| vered and removed, and the other finufes communicat- 
ing with the urethra being likewife laid freely open, a 
- cure even of the worft cafes that occur, may thus be 
_ frequently obtained. To enter more fully into the con- 
| fideration of this operation, and of the after treatment 
a of the fores, would here be improper, as it would extend 
| this article to too great a length. It could not be done . 
' with precifion and clearnefs without entering upon the 
| general doétrine of fiftula, and upon different methods 
of cure that have been propofed for it; and as this has 
- been done in a different work, I muft now refer to what — 
| Thad then occafion to fay upon it *. 
Before concluding the confideration of {trictures in the 
urethra, I think it neceflary to notice a method of cure 
_ that has been propofed where we fail in the introduction 
_ Of bougies, the repeated introduéttion of cauttic into the 
"urethra, with the view of deftroying the caufe by which 
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_ the firicture is produced. | 

_ This praétice prevailed upwards of a hundred years 
| ago, but was foon relinquifhed. It has lately, however, 
beer revived, ‘or rather a propofal made for reviving it, 
by Mr. Hunter of London, under whofe direétion, it is 
to be hoped that it will foon become as generally ufeful as _ 


We can ever expect it to be. But as I confider this prac- 
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tite as more or lef hazardous, and not likely to prove | 
often effectual, I fhall briefly Rate what leads me to form _ 
this opinion, that others may be on their. guard. againit 
_ too implicit an adoption of it. 

‘The introduétion of cauftic into the urethra tuft ® 
prove hazardous from two circumitances, our not ae. 
ing able, even with all the pains we can take, to ap- 
ply it to the ftri@ture alone, without i injuring the conti- 
guous parts of the urethra, and the rifk which there 
muft always be of fome fmall portion of the cauftic . 
breaking off and being left in, the paflage. : 

“Mr. Hunter has indeed invented a very neat appara- 
tus for the introduétion of cauftic. It confifts of a aad 
tube, open at both ends, nearly the thicknefs of'a'com-: 9 
- mon catheter, with a port-crayon, fomewhat longer than 
the tube, into which the cauttic is fixed. A ftillette, with | 
a perfectly-round end, is-firit pafled through the tube, | 
_ and if it be exactly fitted to the end of it, the two toge- 
* ther may be carried with perfeét eafe along the urethra -till © 
they come in contact with the ftricture, when the ftillette © 
to be withdrawn, and the port- crayon, with the cauftic fix © 
ed in it, in troduced. The cauftic being applied to the ftric- — 
ture for about the {pace of a minute,muit be withdrawn } 
along with the inftrument, and this muft be repeated | i 
every two. or three days till the caufe of obftruction is @ 
‘removed. a 

‘This, from defcription, appears perfectly fimple, and | 
of ealy execution: but notwithitanding the ingenuity” a 
of the invention, it is obvioufly liable to the’two ob- 7 
jections which I have mentioned. We know even where 
parts are uncovered, and therefore immediately under a 
_ view, that it is exceedingly difficult to deitroy dileafed © 
_ parts with cauttic, without injuring the contiguous found © 
‘parts. In the urethra, therefore, where we receive no © 
advantage from the eye, and where the flighteft devia- ~ 

tion of the inftrument may i the cauftic upon the ure- © 
thra itfelf, inftead of the ftri€ture, there muft evidently ~ 
bea good deal of hazard from this circumftance alone,” 
independent of the chance of injuring the. contiguous — 
parts merely by the fpreading of the cauftic, scent y 
if, to be applied with all manner of exactnefs. Ba 
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Befides, as the fize of cauftic that can be pafled in 

_ this manner is neceflarily very fmall, there muft always 

_be fome hazard of its flipptng out or breaking off, an 

_ occurrence from which the higheft degree of dittrefs 

would enfue ; for it could not be extracted, and dilution 

_ could not be employed with fuch effect.as to prevent it 
from doing a great deal of mifchief. 

_ Another very important objection occurs to this prac- 
tice. A great proportion of all ftrictures, perhaps nearly 
_ ninety ot a hundred, are feated beyond the curve of the 
- urethra, to which an inftruinent fo itreight as a tube act- 
- ing as the conductor of another body ought to be, can- 
not be carried. But Mr. Hunter, forefeeing the dith- 
culty, has endeavoued to remove it by propofing that 
the end of the tube fhould be flexible, and of the fame 
» form with the common flexible catheter of filver. But 

this, while it apparently adds to the ingenuity of the in- 
vention, renders it evidently more hazardous, The {mall 
point of cauftic contained in the port-crayon will be more 

apt to be broken or loofened in pafling through a curv- 

ed tube than through a ftreight one, while it will not be 

poflible to apply it to any one point with fuch firmneds 
~ and fteadinefs. 
But even admitting that cauftic may with fafety be 
- conyeyed to ftrictures in the urethra, yet, in thofe cafes 
_ which do not yield to the ufe of bougies, the obitruction 
_ is generally of confiderable extent, and the quantity of 
cauitic neceflary for removing it fo great, thatthe conti- 
guous found parts of the paflage muft be much injured, 
~ whatever care and attention we beftow in the application: 
_ of fo active a remedy. On thefe accoynts, it would ap- - 
* pear, that for the removal of ftrictures in the urethra, 
; the application of cauftic is either impracticable or un- 
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fafe. In all flight obfiructions of the urethra, a degree of 
_ force may be ufed with bougies, fufficient for removin 
them. Whenever this can be done, no perfon will doubt 
_ of the propriety of preferring them to the ufe of cauf- 
‘tic; and when the caufe of obftruction is of fuch ex- 
tent as to render our attempts with bougies unfucceff- 
_ fal, there will be little or no room to hope that cauftic 


164 OrDerrancep Sensations Ch. Til. % 


will anfwer the purpofe. In other parts of the body we 
all know how difficult it is to remove even the callous _ 
’ edges of an ulcer with cauftic. Nay, in many inftances, © 
new parts feem.to form before the efchar produced by — 
the previous application of the cauftic has come off. [ ~ 
have no hefitation, therefore, in faying, that in fimilar — 
affections of the urethra, proceeding to the extent which ~ 
we here fuppofe them to do, cauftic would either be ale _ 
together inadequate for the purpofe, or muit be applied — 
in fuch quantities as would be attended with a great — 
deal of hazard. , i 
In all fuch cricumftances, I confider it as preferable to 
let the difeafe take its ufual courfe. The worft that can — 
happen is, the formation of finufes behind the ftrictures, 
and the difcharge of urine from the openings which thefe — 
bere Few patients incline long to fubmit to this; but 
i confider the cure of this ftate of the difeafe, by the mode — 
of treatment already pointed out, as more certain, while .~ 
it is obvioufly much lefs hazardous than the means pro- ~ 
pofed for preventing it by the application of cautftic, 








§ ECT, V, 


Of deranged Senfations in the Bladder, Urethra and. soptboiolr j 


Parts. | 


ON the running and other leading fymptoms of Gon. 
orrheea becoming moderate, all the others ufully abate, 
and the patient, for the moft part, is perfectly well, foon — 
after the difcharge leaves him. | i : 

This, however, is by no means univerfally the cafe, for — 
it fometimes happens that a good deal of difttefS re- ~ 
mains long after the difcharge is completely removed, ~ 
and as the fymptoms which take place in this ftate of the 
difeafe are of a nature which cannot be referred to any ~ 
particular head, I have judged it proper to {peak of them © 
in a feparate fection. es 

Without any fixed pain, a patient, who, from the dif- _ 
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charge and other fymptoms of Gonorrhoea leaving him, 
has caufe to imagine that his cure is completed, will be — 
fuddenly feized with uneafinefs over his loins ; painful 
feelings over all the region of the bladder, particularly 
about the neck of it; fenfe of wearinefs on the region 


of the kidneys, which fometimes becomes much pained ; 


aconfiderable degree of uneaitnefs over the whole courfe 
of the urethra, particularly about the glans, and a pain- 
ful fenfation of rolling, and other unufual motions, in 
the tefticles. 

In fome cafes thefe fymptoms,which feem to beconfined 
to the organs of urine and generation, take place either | 
in whole or in part by themielves. At other times they 
are conjoined with affections of other parts, chiefly with 
thofe of the ftomach and alimentary canal. In one cafe 


_ they were accompanied with regular attacks of cholic, 


which had all the appearance, from the violent degree of 
pain which occurred, of proceeding trom inflammation, 
but which always fubfided immediately on the fymptoms 


being removed by which it feemed to be induced. In 


Gs felt att 


different inftances I have known ficknefs and vomiting 
fucceed to that painful uneafinefs to which patients in 
this fituation are fometimes liable in the kidneys. 
Diftrefsful feelings frequently occur in the rectum,, 
which give caufe to fufpect, in fome inftances, that they 
proceed from piles, and in others from tumours forming 
in the end of the gut. A painfulteneiinus often accom- 
panies this fet of fymptoms. | 
In fome almoft every fymptom occurs which ufually 
takes place in ftone in the bladder. A dull, heavy pain 
e neck of the bladder, which fpreads along the 
urethra, and fixes upon the glans. The patient is diltref 


fed with frequent defire to pafs water, and in pafling it, 


it often ftops fuddenly when coming off in a full ftream. 
In a few cafes fymptoms of paralyfis occur, both in 


_ the bladder and urethra. The patient at one time finding. 
it difficult, or even impoflible, to force the urine out of 


the bladder, while at others, it runs off in drops, without 


_ his being able to retain it. 


' Thefe unequal ftates of the power of pafling and re- 
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taining the urine will fometimes occur sternal feveral 


times in the courfe of the fame day ; while at times one 
of them wiil continue for feveral days together, and at 
Jaft_ will difappear fuddenly, after having relifted every 
remedy that had been employed for it. 

It will readily be fuppofed however, that all of thefe 
fymptoms cannot probably occur at the fame time in the 
fame patient, but every practitioner muit have met with 
~ all of them in different patients. 


At the fame time that they take place with fome varie- 


ty, they likewiie occur in very different degrees. In fome 
they are fo flight as merely to'excite fome trifling degree 
of unealinefs, and fo tranfient, that they come and go fre- 
quently in the courfe of the fame day ; while, in others, 
they are fo fixed and permanent that the patient remains 
in a ftate of conftant diftrefs, and experiences fuch a de- 
gree of it ashe is fcarcely able to fupport. 
~ In women, the bladder, kidneys, andabdominal] lite? 
are equally liable to be affected as in men ; and they are 
alfo apt to be diitreiled with unealfinefs about the neck of 
the womb, and bearing-down Rss ftretching to the 
thighs. 

Even in the moft firm-minded people the fymptoms I 
have defcribed prove frequently very diftrefsful; but 
where the mind is weak, and the imagination eafily af- 
fected, they arrive in fome inftances at the moft alarming 
height. In whatever degree they may appear, they are 
attributed to the preceding difeafe having either been im- 
properly treated or not completely cured ; and when this 
occurs in a mind prone to fears and anxiety, the diftrefs 
which they are apt to excite, is in fome inftances fo great, 
as can fcarcely from fuch a,caufe be fuppofed to exit: 
Whether a courfe of mercury be advifable or not, the pa- 
tient is never fatisfied till this medicine be preferibed ; 
for he is always afraid that his conftitution will be ruin- 


ed if mercury be omitted. If this proves fuccefsful, or if a 


he gets well when under it, he remains completely. fatif- 
fied ; but when this does not happen, as is the cafe in 
sot inftances, he then believes that he is incurable, and 
that his fituation is defperate. Every variety of noftrum 
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more by the agony of mind under which he labours, ~ 


his conftitution at latt begins to fuffer ; he gradually be-- 


» comes weaker and emaciated ; and if his life is prolonged, 


it is almoit always a fcene of anxious inquietude and 
diftrefs. - Hina 

The caufe of all or any of thefe fymptoms it is often 
impoffible to explain. Were they to happen chiefly where 
the previous inflammation has run high, or where the 
patient, when under cure, had been particularly apt to 


‘indulge in venery, exceis of wine, or bodily fatigue, one 


or other of thefe caufes would tend to account for them. 
But this is by no means the cafe. They are met with as 
frequently where the difeafe has been of a mild nature, 
and where it was cured in an eafy manner, as where the 
fymptoms have been fevere and obftinate. Where this 
takes place we are apt to fuppofe that they are moftly, 


if not entirely, of an imaginary nature, and to treat them 


accordingly. This, to.a certain degree, may often be pro- 
per, as it may fortify the mind of the patient againit 
thofe ill grounded fears to which he might otherwife be 
expofed ; ; but we are not to fuppofe that fymptoms of 
this kind are always ideal, merely from our not being 
able to account for them, or from the previous Gonor- 
rhoea having been of fuch a mild nature as we may ima- 
gine ought not to have produced them. I met with in- 
itances of this, where the previous difeafe was exceeding-~ 
mild, and where no obvious affection of the parts was 


, - perceptible, and yet the violence of ‘the diftrefs in fuch- 


a degree as kept the patients in a ftate of conftant mifery. 
"Many of the fymptoms enumerated above are fuch as 


_ are produced by tumours about the neck of the blad- 


of? : 
"e 


fi 
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_ der, particularly by affections of the proftate gland, and 
_ by a contratted ftate of the bladder itfelf. In fuch cafes, 
the caufe of the difeafe is at once rendered abvious by 
examination with the finger in ano; but at prefent we 


_ are fuppofing that no organic affection can be difcovered 


either: inwardly or outwardly,” an occurrence by no 
'means uncommon, and in which I therefore conclude’ 
that the fymptoms proceed from a deranged ftate of the 
_ meres, produced by the previous*affection of the prethra. 
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I have accordingly arranged all of them under one ge- 
neral head of Deranged Senfations, nor is there caute, 
trom the nature of the remedies found to prove moit 
fuccefstul in removing them, to treat of them. feparate- 
ly, nearly the fame general treatment being found to 
anfwer in all of them. 
_. Before proceeding to enumerate the remedies for affec- 
tions of this kind, | may obferve, that although we cannot 
in any cafe fay pofitively what will accomplith a cure, I 
can with certainty fay what will not anfwer. I have al- 
ready remarked, that patients, in this fituation, are apt to 
fufpect that their fymptoms preceed from'the previous 
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difeafe having been improperly treated. This leads them | 


to imagine that a latent poifon is {till lurking in the con- 
-f{titution, and mercury being the only certain antidote 
for the venereal poifon, they always infift upon this be- 
ing prefcribed. Some practitioners, ftill entertaining the 
opinion of Gonorrhcea and Lues Venerea proceeding 
from the fame infection, confider it neceflary to prefcribe 
mercury for all the confequences of each of them, while 
others are readily prevailed upon, by the folicitation of 
their patients, to permit what they may fuppofe it would 
not be in their power to prevent. But from all the expe. 


rience which I have had of it, I am clearly of opinion 


that no advantage is ever derived from it, while, in a 
great proportion of cafes, it evidently does harm. By re- 


laxing the conftitution it renders, it much more irritable. 


than it was before, and thus tends to aggravate all fuch 
{ymptoms as thofe we are now confidering. kin 
The remedies upon which we chiefly depend are, 


blood-letting, opiates, warm bathing, blifters, cicuta,_ 


hyocyamus, electricity, Jefuit’s bark, and cold bathing. 

- When the conftitution is already much reduced and 
debilitated, blood-letting muft neceflarily be inadmifii- 
ble ; but whenever plethora takes place, nothing proves 
more ufeful than blood-letting, both general and local, 


particularly the difcharge of blood from the perineum, 


and parts contiguous to the anus, by the application of 
leeches. In fuch circumftances it removes or leffens irri- 
tability with more certainty than any other remedy. Even 
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where there has been caufe to fufpect a tendency to pa- 


ralyfis in the bladder and contiguous parts, leeches appli- 
ed as near as poflible to the feat of the difeafe have prov- 
edferviceable ; nor need weever hefitate in advifing them 
where the patient is not much emaciated. But the reme- 
dy which, in allaffections of this kind, proves moft uni- 
vertally ufeful is opium. It not only fooths and allays the 
prefent diftrefs, but when, by a well-judged, timeous ap- 
plication of it, wecan, for a week or two together, pre- 


- vent the acceflion of pain, we in this manner often ac- 


complifh a cure. It anfwers the purpofe whether it be 
given by the mouth or in clyfters, but it proves always 
mott effeétual when given in fufficient dofes by the anus. 

‘The external application of laudanum, and of ano- 
dyne balfam, in fome cafes affords relief, particularly 
when conjoined with zther. In thofe deranged fenfations ~ 
which fometimes occur in the perineum and about'the 
neck of the bladder, immediate relief is often obtained 
by rubbing the parts effected with a mixture of warm 
Jaudanum and ether ; and [ have known the fuppreffion 
of urine, which occurs from this caufe, relieved in the 
fame manner. / 

When opiates fail in procuring relief, or when they 
difagree with the patient, the femicupium fometimes 
fucceeds. Warm fomentations applied to the perineum, 
and over the loins, often prove ufeful ; and the fteams of 


warm vinegar, conveyed withattention to the parts affect- 


ed, havelikewife been ufed with advantage. The beftarticle 
we can employ in fuch cafes for fomentations is a ftrong 


_ decoétion of the heads of poppies. 


Blifters, in all fuch affections, are perhaps the moft ef- 
fectual ofall our external applications, It is chiefly, how- ° 
ever, where the,urethra feems to be the feat of the dif. 
eafe that they prove ufeful, and where the neck of the 
bladder is affected with fuch a degree of weaknefs as pre- 
vents the urine from being retained by it. In the former, 
blifters a& with moft advantage when applied to the peri- 
neum, and in the latter they fhould be applied to the 
loins. The moft diftrefsful fenfations producd by this 
caufe, and which for many years have obitinately refifted 
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every other remedy, have, in fome inftances, been re- 
moved by the application of a blifter tothe perineum. In 
fome cafes one proves fuflicient ; but in othets they re+ 
quire to-be repeated once and again before all. the fymp- 
_ toms difappear. 
_Upon the fame principle with blifters ,exciting areturn’. 

of the running after it has ftopped, or after it has been 
- diminifhed in quantity, has at times been productive of 
- fome benefit. This may be done by fomenting the penis 
and perineum with warm water, the application of warm 
hang to the perineum, and by a cautious ufe of bou- 
gies. The practice was: probably fuggetted by fymtoms 
of this kind having in fome inftances been removed by . 
the patient getting afrefh attack of Gonorrhoea from a 
new infection, different cafes of which I have met with. 

In all fuch initances, where the inflammation recently 
induced is confiderable, the previous fymptoms are either 
much diminifhed in violence, or entirely removed. 
This would lead to the practice of exciting an inflamed 
ftate of the parts in a confiderable degree, and which | 
bougies will never fail to do, if covered with oil of tur- 
pentine, with'a {mall quantity of common refin melted 
init. but as it is obvious that: much harm would enfue 
from this practice being carried any great length, itought | 
to be managed in every inftance with the preatett delicacy: 
and attention. 

It may be proper toremark, that it proves chiefly’ ufe. 
ful where the difeafe is Hitt tothe urethra; although, 
in fome cafes, it has fucceeded even where the bladslee and 
kidneys have been affected. | 

Where the urine in fuch cafes paffles off involuntarily, 
‘blifters, we have faid, anfwer with moft certainty when 

applied to the loins. ‘This probably proceeds, from the ~ 
difeafe in thefe inftances raifing, for the moftpart, from 
an affection of the bladder itfelf ; but where it proceeds, 
as it may fometimes do, froma ‘tendency to paralyfis in. 
the urethra and mufcles connected with it, blifters will 
prove moft ufeful when applied to the perineum. ae 

Where the urine paffes off in this manner, balfam of - 
eopaiba, and other aftringent balfams, are ufually given. 
They are fuppofed to act chiéfy by reftoring the tone 
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of fuch parts as appear to be relaxed and weakened, and 
which it is imagined they mutt do, from their having 
a peculiar tendency to pafs off by the organs of urine. 
In like manner the internal ufe of cantharides is pre- 
feribed, from an idea of this fymptom depending, in 
every inftance, on a lofs of tone in the parts affected, and 
from. our knowing, that in moft cafes, cuntharides | 
proves a powerful ftimulus both to the kidneys and blad. 
der. | 
All of thefe balfams, as well as the common ‘turpen- 
tines, which are not eflentially different, may in all fuch 
cafes be ufed with fafety. In fome inftances they may 
perhaps prove ufeful, and I do not imagine they will ever 
do harm. This, however cannot be faid of the internal 
ufe of cantharides. In large quantities they act asa poi- 
fon : and even where managed with caution, the princi- | 
pal of the practice feems, in fuch cafes as we are now 
{peaking of, to.be doubtful ; for as there is caufe to fup- 
pofe that the difeafe proceeds more frequently from too 
much irritability about the neck of the bladder and ure- 
thra, than from any deficiency of tone, there is reafonto 
fear, that by increafing the fenfibility of the parts affect- — 
_ ed, they would in many initances be more apt to do 
_ harm than good. ‘It is therefore proper, previous to the 
internal exhibition of cantharides, to determine with 
‘accuracy whether the difeafe proceeds from real/weak- 
nefs or morbid irritability. In the one cafe they may 
fometimes prove ufeful; in the other they will be apt 
to add to the violence of the diieafe. 
Cicuta has been freque ntly prefcribed here; and when 
4 given to fuch extent as to ad as an anodyne; it may 
_ dometimes prove ufeful.. Upon the fame principle, by- 
_  Ocyamus may with propriety be preferibed ; but we have 
_ no reaion to fuppote that either of thefe articles act in 
_ any manner in curing the difeafe. As no organic affec- 


: ‘tion appears to take place here, they cannot act by dif- 
: folving hard or enlarged parts. Any advantage derived 
from them will therefore be nearly in proportion to the 
ry -anodyne effects which occur from them; and in this 


“view, they may prove ufcful when opiates difigree with 
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the ftomach, as in fuch circumftances it is of confe- 
quence to have it in our power to employ remedies of a 
fimilar operation. 

Ele&ricity has now and then given a temporary re- 
lief to fymptoms of this kind. It fhould be exhibited 
im the form of fparks drawn from the parts chiefly 
affected, particularly from the perineum, and parts molt 
contiguous to the neck of the bladder. 

It is proper however, to remark, that the fame ob- 


fervations are applicable in advifing electricity that — 


were made upon the internal exhibition of cantharides. 


~ Both of thefe remedies, as well as the application of blif- 


ters to the loins, have been chiefly preicribed, where, in 
affections of this nature, the urine pafles off involun- 
tarily, and they are advifed upon the idea of this fymp- 
tom proceeding from paralyfis of the neck of the blad- 
der. But as there is much caufe to imagine that the fre- 
quent difcharge of urine, which patients in this fituation 
are fometimes diftrefled with, proceeds more from irri- 
tability in the neck of the bladder than from real weak- 
nefs, there is reafon to think that electricity, by increaf- 
ing the fenfibility of the part affected, and which, in 
many inftances, it evidently does, will rather tend to &&¥- 
gravate the complaint. : 

Blifters, whether applied to the loins or, perineum, 


may preve ufeful, not merely by the difcharge which 


they excite, but by the irritation which they produce up- 
-on the ikin. ‘There is nothing more certain than our 
being often able to remove pain and irritability from 
one part by exciting it in others. Of this we have fre- 
quent proofs in the application of blifters and other fii- 
mulants, in deep-feated pain in the fide, where the dif- 
trefs is often removed as foon as the fkin becomes warm 
and unealy, and long before any vefications are produ- 


ced. Sinapifms applied to the feet, have, in feme inftan-. 


ces, removed head-ach when every other remedy has 
failed. In like manner blifters feem to operate when ap- 
plied to the perineum, for the removal of thofe fenfations 
te which patients in this fituation are fometimes liable, 


But electricity, as well as the internal ufe of cantharides, 
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_ by tending to irritate the very parts in which the dif- 

- eafe is feated, feem often to increafe the violence of the 

 fymptom they were meant to remove. 

By adue perfeverance in the ufe of one or other of 

_ thefe remedies we commonly fucceed in leflening or even 

in removing the violence of the ditirefs; but as the 

{ymptoms are apt to recur, even after the patient con- 

fiders himfelf as well, it becomes an obje& of much im- 

portance to obviate this. Forthis purpofe, nothing proves 

fo effectual as Peruvian bark and cold bathing. .A free 
exhibition of the bark fhould therefore be preicribed, 
as foon as the pain and other fymptoms have begun to 
diminifh, and fea-bathing fhould be advifed whenever 
it can be obtained. When this cannot be procured, 

_,_ cold water fhould be applied locally, both to the peri- 

- neum and loins. Some advantage is derived from the 

_ parts being bathed with it, but it proves more effectual 

_ when forcibly dafhed upon them. 

. An involuntary difcharge of urine, which we have 
already had occafion to fpeak of, proves always trou- 
blefome; but the diftrefs which it excites, is trifling 

_ when compared with what arifes from the patient not 

_ being ableto expel it. Even without any inflammation, ” 

_ and where no caufe of obftruction can be difcovered in 

_ the urethra, a patient will fometimes find it impoffible 

_ to pafsa fingle drop. This, no doubt, occurs frequently 

: from other caufes ; but every now and then we meet 

d 
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with it as an evident confequence of irritability in 
_ the parts chiefly affected in this difeafe. 
All the remedies we have already advifed will be 
_ equally applicable in the treatment of this fymptom, as 
for the removal of any of the others. Opiates, however, 
and warm bathing, prove ehiefly ufeful; but when re- 
- lief is not foon obtained, it becomes neceflary to draw 
the water off with a catheter; and, as much harm is 
apt to enfue from this being long delayed, it ought to 
be advifed as foon as the bladder appears to be fenfibly 
diftended. ; | | 
In fome cafes the introduction of a bougie will prove 
-effe€tual ; and as this gives lefs pain and irritation than 
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the ballin of a catheter, it ought in the firft in-— 
ftance, always to be preferred. One of the largeft that ~ 
will eafily pafs fhould be made ufe of; and, after allow- — 
ing it to remain in the bladder for a few ‘minutes; the @ 
patient fhould be defired to pafs his water inflantly on 
the bougie being withdrawn. This ought not to be done 
with much force and preflure, otherwife the neck of the 
bladder and urethra are apt to contract inftantly on 
the bougie being taken out; while the whole will pafs 
completely off if itcan be made to flow ealily at firft, 
along with the bougie. 

When this our intention in employing bougies is 
fruftrated, we are under the neceflity of employing the 
catheter ; dnd, as it is of much importance, in ail “fach 
cafes, to prevent trritation as far as it can poflibly be 
done, catheters of refina elaftica fhould be employed, 
inftead of the common inftrument of filver. It not only 

-pafles more eafily, but when any difficulty occurs in © 
getting it into the bladder, it may, in fome initances, be © 
proper to allow it to remain for a day or two together, 
which can never, with any propriety, be done with ca- 
theters of filver. 

The practice of leaving ‘catheters in the bladder is 
fooken of by fome with much eafe, and they advife it 
wherever any permanent ftoppage occurs to the urine ; 
but I have in different inftances feen fo much mifchief 
produced by it, that it is a meafure I never advife but 
where much pain and difiiculty occurs in the introduc- 
tion of a catheter. In moit inftances, more pain is ex- 
perienced from the inftrument being allowed to re- 
mainin the bladder, than ever occurs from its being 

frequently paffed. Befides the irritation, which even the | 
{moothelt and foftef inftrument of this kind excites, — 

they are apt to prove hurtful by incruftations of calcu- z 
lous matter forming upon them, in confequence of de. 

_ pofitions from the urine. T here are few people whofe © 
urine is fo free of this kind of matter as to prevent a 
catheter, inferted into the bladder, from becoming rough © 

with it m avery fhort fpace of time. This praétice, — 
therefore, ought never to be adopted’ but where the 
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-greateft difficulty is experienced in introducing the ca- 
_ theter. 





S Ev G:Ts7 Vi. 
Of Swellings of the Tefticles. 


A Swelling of one of the Teftes is a very frequent occur- 
" rencein Gonorrhcea. From the refemblance which it bears 
' toa hernia, and from its being fuppofed to proceed from 
“the running or humour in Gonorrheea falling down up- 
on the teftes, it is ufually termed a Hernia Humoralis. 
_ In fome inftances both tefticles fwell. They feldom, 
_ however, {well both at once ; but the fwelling, on leaving 
one tefticle, i is very apt to go to the other ; and when both 
have in this manner been affected, they fometimes {well 
Me + alternately for a confiderable time together. Ihave known 
this happen for the {pace of a year and upwards, where 
the patient, during the whole period, was never com- 
pletely free of the difeafe. 
_ In long continued affections of this kind, the pain ee 
_ comes inconfiderable ; but the firft attack of the difeafe 
i is always accompanied with fevere pain. The firft warn- 
ing which the patient receives of it is a very painful fen-) 
_ fation in one of the teftes, firiking along the fpermatic 
cord, near to the middle of his back. On examining 
| the teftes he finds it fwelled, and fo tender that he can 
" fearcely bear it’ to be touched. He feels himfelf hot,. 
and a general uneafinefs prevails over his whole bo- 
| dy, particularly over his thighs and abdomen. Neither 
can he move without increafing the violence of every 
_ fymptom. 
| At firft the fwelling is confined to the epauiias re 
_ the back part of the teiticle feels hard and enlarged ; but. 
"in a very fhort {pace of time, often in the courfe slic: 
hour, the whole body of the tefticle becomes {welled 
_ In this ftate of the difeafe a difference is ftill perceptible 
between the teftis icfelf and the epididimis. The latter is 
‘ag and fomewhat sical being, for the mott 
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part, hardeft and moft prominent at the bottom, where- © 
as, a foft uniform fwelling prevails over all the anterior _ 


part of the tefticle. 


In the progrefs of the difeafe, indeed, even the teftis 4 
itfelf becornes hard, and if the means employed for pre- — 


venting it do not prove fuccefsful, the {welling of the 
epididimis and teftis together come to form a tumour of 
very confiderable magnitude, accompanied with a red 
inflammatory affection of the fcrotum. 


In this ftate of the difeafe, the pain is often intenfe, ac- | 


companied with avery diftrefsful fenfation of the teftis 
moving or rolling about. The fkin is dry and parched, the 
tongue foul, thirft prevails, and the pulfe is full, and 
quick. In fhort, every fymptom takes place which ufually 
attends a high degree of local inflammation, 


There is no period of Gonorrhcea in which this af- 


fection of the teftes does not occafionally fupervene. It 
occurs in all ftages of the difeafe ; even towards the end 
of it, when both the patient and furgeon are apt to con- 
fider the cure as nearly complete: and in fome we find 
it take place where no caufe can be afligned for it, where 
neither the degree of the previous inflammation, nor 
‘the mode of life of the patient, were fuch as could in 
any fatisfactory manner account for it. 

It is proper, however, to remark, that {wellings of the 
teftis which take place in this manner, feem, for the moft 
part, to be of a very different nature from thofe which 
occur during the virulent ftate of the difeafe, and while 


theinflammation inthe urethra is confiderable. The latter — 


appear to be altogether inflammatory. The difeafe pro- 
ceeds more flowly to its height or acmé. It remains more 
permanently at the fize to which it arrives, and it dif- 
appears more flowly than the others, which come to 
their utmoft height, in fome inftances, inan hour or two 
from the firft approach of the fwelling, and again dif- 
appear with equal rapidity. Thefe I conceive to be part- 
“TE eae and that in part they proceed from that 


penis and teftis, and which renders the one very apt to 


fuffer from any difeafe with which the other fay be af- 4s 
fected. That fympathy has much influence in the pro- — 


“~ 


cind of fympathy which evidently fubfifts between the — 
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duction of this variety of the difeafe, is obvious from 
the {welling being apt to leave one teftis, as we have al. 


- ready obferved, and to fix, perhaps inftantly, upon the 


other. This does not occur fo frequently as the alternate 
affection of the eyes, from one of them only being at 
firit affected, but every practitioner muft have met with 


inftances of it. | a3 
As it is obferved that the running in Gonorrheea is apt 


to ftop on the firft appearance of a {welled tefticle, this 
gave rife to the idea of the affection of the teftis pro- 
ceeding trom the matter falling-down upon it, in con- 


j fequence of being thus obftructed in its paflage through 


the urethra. It is now wellknown, however, that no 
communication fubfifts between the urethra and teftes, 
by which matter can pafs from the one to the other ; 


’ nor does the appearance which a {welled tefticle affords, 


give reafon to imagine that it proceeds from this caufe. 


. _Inftead of being foft and compreflible, which it neceflarily 


would be were it produced by matter, it becomes daily 
harder, till it arrives‘at a certain magnitude, when it 
gradually becomes fofter again, but without any fluc- 
tuation of matter being perecived in it. 


There is reafon to imagine, that in moft inftances the 
teftes become affected by the inflammation {preading | 


from the urethra along the vafa’ deferentia. This has 
been doubted. by fome, but without any good reafon 
being afligned for it, nor has any other mode of accoun- 
ting for it been fuggeited. We fee that by the vafa de- 
ferentia a direct communication takes place between the 
urethra and teftes, and the firft appearance of a {welled 
tefticle commences in the. epididymis, formed as it 
were by the termination of this very line of commu- 


nication. In a great proportion of cafes too, the patient 


is fenfible of a pain ftretching from the {welled tefticle 
along the groin, which we know to be the direc courfe 
of the vas deferens. 

_ A variety of other caufes might be mentioned, which 


produced by a ftone in the neck of the bladder ; by the 
irritation on the introduction of a catheter or bougies ; 
A 


_ tend to excite inflammation in the teftes in a fimilar - 
_ manner with Gonorrhcea: among thefe are, the irritation 
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and theinflammation which takes place in thefe parts after 
the operation of lithotomy. A {welling of one or both tef- 
tes is not an unfrequent occurrence from all of thefe, par- 
ticularly from the latter, and from the ufe of bougies, 
efpecially when they are not properly introducd; and 
we fee no manner in which it can be fo readily pro- 
duced as by the irritation excited about the neck of the 
bladder, carried along the vafa deferentia. 

The confequences of {welling of the teftes, which we 
have moit to dread are, a hardened ftate of the parts 
chiefly of the epididymis, which, even ‘when one, but 
more certainly when both teftes are “{welled, is apt to 
be followed by impotency ; and a morbid irritability, 
which is fometimes fo great as to prevent the patient 
for a confiderable time from ufing any kind of exercife, 
and from following the ordinary occupations of life, 
_ without hazarding a return of the fwelling of the teftes. 
Suppuration in the body of the teftis, from the inflam- 
mation induced by Gonorrhcea, is hardly an object of 
regard, for it does not take place in one of five hun- 
dred cafes. , 

‘But the two circumftances I have mentioned of a per- 
manent hardnefs in the epididymis, and that diftrefsful 
irritable {tate of the teftes itfelf, which are apt to fuc- 
ceed to this difeafe, are objects of the firft importance, 
and require an immediate application of every remedy 
that can probably tend.to prevent them. Scarcely any 
Occurrence can prove more troublefome or inconvent- 
ent than fwellings of the teftis; and an enlarged ftate of 
the epididymis, when it takes place in any confiderable 
degree, has, inmany inftances, asI have already obferved, 
the effect of inducing impotency. Toa certain degree, 


a {welling of the epididymis often continues for a great b: 
length of time ; in fome inftances, during the life of the — 
patient, without any bad confequence taking place, par- — 


ticularly when one tefticle only is affeéted. But I have 
known {fo many inftances of the contrary, and of fuch 


' diftrefsful effects enfuing from it, as makes me with ; 


confidence fay, that nothing fhould be omitted that can 
_ or might probably tend to prevent or remove it. 











See ee 
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As we find that all the fymptoms of this difeafe, as 
well as the confequences which enfue from it, are ufual- 
ly fevere in proportion to the degree of imflammation 
which takes place, it ought to be our view, in every 
inftance, to prevent this from arriving at any great 
height. This is moft effectually done by blood-letting ; . 
a proper ufe of laxatives; opiates; the application of ano- 
dynes and aftringents to the parts affected ; preferving 
the body ina proper pofture, and fufpending the tefticle. 

Of all thefe remedies blood-letting is the moft effec- 
tual and certain, particularly local blood-letting by the 
application of leeches. In plethoric patients, or where 
the {welling arrives at any confiderable bulk, blood 
fhould be taken from the arm in fuch quantities as the 
ftrength will permit, while, at the fame time, a number 
of leeches fhould be applied over the teftis. But in 
weakly people, particularly where none of the fymp- 
toms are violent, the abitraction of blood by means 
of lecches alone will commonly prove fufficient. 

The firft application of leeches to a {welled tefticle 
excites a good deal of uneafinefs.. They increafe the ir- 
ritability of the parts, and an increafe of the tumour 
feems to be induced by them; but the difcharge has 
feldom continued for the fpace of an hour or twotill . 
the pain abates, the tenfion, which before was confi- 
derable, becomes much lefs diftrefsful, and the {wel- 
ling even appears to leflen in bulk, and in the courfe 
of the following day the patient can allow. the parts 
which he could not previoufly bear to be touched, to 
be handled with freedom. : 

For the moft part one application of leeches, if a 
proper number has been ufed, proves fuflicient; but 
when any of the fymptoms ftill continue fevere, parti- 
cularly when the {welling does not diminifh, when the 
_the pain does not leflen, and when the febrile fymptoms 
do not abate, it becomes in fome cafes neceflary to 
repeat the application of leeches once and again. I think 
it here proper to remark, that we fhould never hefi- 
tate in this fituation to take blood with freedom. A 
conititution muft be delicate indeed that will be injur- 
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ed even with repeated applications of leeches ;andI am _ 
-fatisfied that very important advantages may be derived — 
“in all cafes of {welled teftes from a timeous and proper ~ 
—ufe of them. : | ee 
- Abftraction of blood by means of leeches is not on- 
ly ufefulin fhortening the duration of the inflammatory ~ 
fymptoms, but, in confequence of this, it proves fervice- — 
able in preventing two very diftrefsful confequences, © 
which fwelling of the teftes is very apt to induce, viz. 7 
that fwelled, indurated ftate of the epididymis which I 
have mentioned, and the moft frequent variety of hy- 
drocele, formed by ferum collected in the tunica vagi- — 
nalis. We have already had occafion to remark, that a q 
permanent {welling of the epididymis is a very frequent } 
effect of an inflamed tefticle, and I have met with feve- 7 
ral well-marked inftances of hydrocele proceeding from. 
“the fame caufe. That blood-letting in any way, whe- 
ther general or local, will at all times prevent the ac- 
.ceflion of thefe fymptoms, I will not pretend to affert ; 
but, from the refult of much obfervation, | am con- 
vinced that it anfwers this purpofe with more certainty 
than any other remedy that has yet been employed. | 
In many fituations leeches cannot be procured ; ° | 
when this happens to be the cafe, nearly the fame ad- 7 
vantage may be derived from {mall punctures being 
made on different parts of the fwelling. The punétures 
fhould be made with.the point of a lancet, and if the 
{crotum be previoufly immerfed in warm water, nearly 
‘the fame quantity of blood. will be. obtained from 
them as from the fame number of leeches. | 
As {welling of the tefticlein Gonorrhcea feems in 
every inftance to proceed from the irritation excited in 
‘the urethra, it isan object of the firft importance to 
remove every caufe that can in any degree tend to irri- 
tate either the urethra or contiguous parts. Hence, | 
where coftivenefs prevails, gentle laxatives prove parti- 
cularly ufeful. I have known different inftances of har- 
_ dened foeces colleéted in the re&tum inducing {fwellings — 
_ of the teftes; and nothing tends more certainly than 
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: b this to keep up the difeafe, by whatever caufe it may 
at firit have been induced. But although coftivenets is 
- to be guarded againft, we are, for a fimilar reafon, to 
fhun the oppofite extreme. Strong purgatives always 
excite much irritation in the reétum, and are therefore 
to be carefully avoided in Gonorrhoea. It muft confitt 
_ with the knowledge of every practitioner that they uni- 
_ verfally do harm. Where the bowels are moderately eafy,” 
no medicines for this purpofe can be required, but when 
_ they are not in this fituation, caftor oil, flowers of fulphur, 
_ cream of, tartar, or any other gentle laxative, fhould be 
employed. Even thefe fhould be given in {mall dofes, 
repeated at proper intervals, rather than that any rifk 
- fhould be incurred of exciting irritation in the retum 
_ by their being exhibited in larger quantities. 

With a view to leflen and remove the irritation and 
pain in the tumour with as much certainty and expedi- 
tion as poflible, opiates fhould be prefcribed immediate- 
ly on the pain becoming fevere. When they can. be avoi- 
ded till one or more eafy {tools have been procured, they 
prove motft ufeful; but when much irritation prevails, no 
regard fhould be paid to this. As the ficknefs and gene- 
- ral uneafinefs which fometimes occur from a {welled tef- © 
_ tis are evidently the effect of irritation, nothing ‘proves’ 
fo effectual in removing thefe fymptoms as adequate do- 
fes of opiates ; and at the fame time that they remove 
this diftrefs of the fyftem by leffening the pain, they alfo 
_ tend to carry off the {welling of the tefticle. From an idea 
that opiates tend to increafe the heat and other fymptoms 
- of fever; many practitioners are afraid of ufing them 
' wherever fever takes place in any cdnfiderable degree ; 
. g but much experience of their influence enables me to 
{ Ray, that they may be employed with much fafety and 
_ advantage in every ftage of twelled teftis: where the de- 
. gree of pain is'confiderable. 
| This is fo remarkably the cafe, that. I have eat? in- 
B fances of the hernia humoralis, as it is termed, bein 
cured by opiates alone, which did not yield to the ufual. 

remedies. In whatever manner Gonorrhoea may act in - 





-° effectual while the patient, continues to walk about 5g 
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exciting {welling of the teftis, the tumour, when once 
produced, excites fo much irritation, that, till this be lef. 
fened, the {welling for the moft part continues obftinate. 
Next to blood-letting, opiates prove the moit effectual — 
remedy for this purpofe. 4 
While the internal exhibition of ees thus proves © 
ufeful, advantage is often derived from applying them ~ 
to the {welling itfelf. This may be either by the applica- — 
tion of foft pledgits, foakedin Jaudanum, or anodyne. — 
balfam, or by poultices made with a ftrong decoction of — 
poppy ‘heads and crumb of bread. 
All the faturine applications prove ufeful here. When ~ 
Goulard’s extract, as it is termed, is employed, or what ~ 
is nearly the fame, the acetum lythargyrites, it ought to — 
be in greater quantities than are ufed in other parts of 7 
the body ; for the teftes.being protecéted by different co- © 
verings, remedies of this kind, when of the. ordinary © 
ftrength, do not readily affect them. When faccharum ~ 
faturni is employed, as it will not diflolve in fufficient © 
quantity in water, if vinegar be not added, and as vi- © 
negar proves an ufeful application, even by “itlelk: thefe | 
two remedies ought always to be combined. q 
_ The fteams of warm vinegar act as an ufeful difcu- © 
tient here. In applying them, the teftes fhould be % 
properly fufpended over a veflel in which boiling vine- } 
. gar is contained ; or the {welling may be fomented 7 
from time to time with flannel immerfed in warm vine- | 
gar, and fo ftrongly wrung, that nothing but fteam re- | 
mains upon it. Vinegar, in every form, acts with much © 
advantage in this difeafe, and this gives a pleafant varic- ) 
ty in the way of applying it. FI 
Whatever remedy is employed, the body fhould be’ 
kept as much as poffible in a horizontal pofture, at the © 
fame time that the fcrotum fhould be properly fufpend-— 
ed. We find by experience that no remedy will prove — 








while, in many inftances, a horizontal pofture of itfelf, 
will have a. confiderable effeét in removing the difeafe. 
In fufpending the fcrotum, care fhould be taken to dom 
it in fuch a manner that the tefticle be completely fup- 
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ported without being comprefled. Preffure, even ina 
ilight degree, always does harm, and ought to be avoided. 
_ We have already had occafion to obferve, that in Go- 
norrheea a ftoppage of the difcharge often takes’ place 
on the firft approach of a {welled teftis. This leads to 
the idea of fome advantage being to be derived from 
our exciting a return of, the running ; and there is not 
a doubt of this proving in fome inftances ufeful. The dif- 
charge from the urethra not only leflens the inflamma- 
tion in the part from whence it proceeds, but it has alfo 
an influence on the tumour of the teftis. As it is now 
univerially admitted that a return of the running does 
not act by drawing matter directly from the teftis, fome 
have fufpected that it never can prove ufeful. But why 
may not a difcharge excited in the urethra act in a fimi- 
Jar manner in removing an inflammation of the teitis, 
that we know from daily experience happens with fe- 
tons and other iffues in the treatment of inflammatory 
affe€tions of other parts? The fact indeed, is, that.a 
plentiful return of the difcharge very commonly relieves 
all the fymptoms of this difeafe. 

For the purpofe of exciting a return of the running, 
bougies prove moft effectual; but in affetions of the teftes 
they require to be managed with a delicacy not ufually 
obferved in this branch of practice : for if more pain or 
‘irritation be produced than is neceflary for the purpofe, 
inftead of acting as a remedy, they neceflarily aggravate 
every fymptom. In common practice, | think it better 
to truft to the frequent application of warm emollients ; 
fuch as the immerfion of the penis in warm milk, or in 
decoétion of althea, or lintfeed ; applying warm poul- | 
tices over the penis, and injecting warm oil or milk inte 
the urethra. | 

From the inftantaneous manner in which fwellings 
of the teftes fometimes fucceed to a ftoppage of the dif- 
charge in Gonorrhoea, and from their appearing, we are 

_ told in fome inftances, even to precede this ftoppage of 
the running, fome have doubted whether they are to be 
confidered as the caufe or effect*. That the teftes may 


* Vide John Hunter, on the Venereal Difeafe. 
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firft inflame and the running afterward ftop, cannot be 
doubted. But although this may happen in a few inftan- 
ces, the very reverfe is what we commonly meet with, 
infomuch that patients who have once been affected with 
iwellings of the teftes, are very apt to experience a return 
of the difeafe in every Gonorrhea to which they may 


in future be liable, folely from the running being carried. 


offin the ufual way. I know feveral, who, for this reafon, 
dare not ufe even the mildeft aftringent injection ; other- 
wife they are fure to-_havea {welling of the teftis induc- 
ed: while, in others, it {wells at the termination of the 
running, whether injections have been ufed or not. In 
the courfe of my obfervation, therefore, no caufe for 
doubt has occurred upon this fubje@. 

By a proper application of the different remedies we 


have mentioned, {wellings of the teftes are for the moft 


part foon relieved, and at laft carried off entirely except- 


ing that permanent hardnefs to which the epididymis, 


as we have feen, is particularly liable. But although this 


is the common event_of the difeafe, yet inftances are not 


wanting, moft frequently indeed from the patient’s mif- 
conduct, of the whole body of the teftis remaining {wel- 
led, and obftinately refitting’ all thofe remedies which 
ufually prove eifectual. If, in this fituation, fome appli- 
cation be not made, by which the fize of the tumour is 


foon diminifhed, and if it be allowed to remain ftationary ° 


for any length of time, it is very apt to continue much 
enlarged, and fometimes of a fchirrous hardnefs during 
the life of the patient. I may alfo remark, that it is this 
ftate of the difeafe'which is moft apt,to terminate in hy- 
drocele; or effufion of ferum into the tunica vaginalis 
teftis, with which it is fometimes attended. 
In this fituation mercury is commonly employed ; and, 
in fome inftances, when given flowly, as an alterative, I 
have feen it prove ufeful; but it is doubtful whether a 
complete courfe of mercury fhould ever be advifed or 
not, for when it does not carry off the fwelling, which 
feldom happens, it is apt to increafe it, and to induce pain 


and irritation in the tumour when none exifted in it be- 
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_ fore. Whenever mercury, therefore, is advifed, it ought 
- to bein fuch quantities as cannot tend to quicken the cir- 
_ culation or excite fever. A decoétion of: mezereon has in 
_ fome inftances been given with advantage along with 
/ mercury*. 

It is in this ftate of a fwelled teftis, where the tumour 
_ does not yield, but remains nearly of the fame fize after. 
_ the inflammation by which it was.induced is gone, that 
' emetics are moft likely to prove ufeful. ‘They have been 
_ ufed; I know, in all periods of the difeafe ; but it is chief- 
_ ly in the ‘ficuation we are now fpeaking of that I have 
feen them act with advantage. A {mart emetic, carried 
a proper length, will fometimes, in the {pace of an hour 
or two, leffan the bulk of a tumour which had for feves 
_. ral weeks obftinately refiited every other remedy. In fome 
cafes one emetic proves fufiicient, while, in others, it re- 
quires to be repeated once and again. Mercurials were 
formerly ufed for this purpofe. This was done from the 
difeafe being confidcred as a fymptom of Lues Venerea, 
and for which mercury was known to be the only anti- 
dote. But we now know that tumours of the teftes, 
_ which take place merely from Gonorrheea, never par- 
' take of the Venereal Virus; and accordingly emetics, of 
whatever nature they may be, prove equally ufeful here 
_ with mercurials, provided the fhock which they give to 
_ the fyftem is equally confiderable. 

_  Thavefometimes, in this ftate of a fwelled tefticle, ap- 
plied a blifter with advantage. It might not perhaps be 
altogether fafe to apply bliiters while the {crotum conti- 
) nues much inflamed ; but when the external inflammation 
and tenfion fubfide, they may be advifed with fefety ; 
and, in different inftances, I have, known them accom- 
plith a reduction of the {welling of the teftis, where other 
remedies had for fome time been employed without any 
_ effect. | 

A due perfeverance in the ufe of fome or all of thefe 
remedies will! feldom fail where a {welling of the tefticle 
is altogether inflammatory ; but where it proceeds ina 


* Vide Appendix, No 4s. 
Aa. 
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great meafure from irritability, as we jude to be the cafe a 
_ where the {welling comes and difappears fuddenly, or — 
_-where it comes and goes from one tefticle to another, © 

other remedies are, in this fituation, found to prove more © 

effectual. a 

Even in this variety of the difeafe, blifters fometimes | 
‘prove ufeful; and I have known the irritation removed, | 
and the {welling carried off inthe courfe of a fhort time | 
by opiates ; but thefe afford only a temporary relief, and © 
co not prevent the difeafe from returning on the flight- | 
eit application of any of the exciting caufes which ufual- | 
ly tend to induce it. | | 
The remedies which here prove moft effectual are cold © 
bathing, and a plentiful ufe of bark. Sea bathing, when | 
the feaion permits, fhould in the firft place, be advifed, — 
but when this cannot be obtained, cold water may be | 

ufed at home, with a proportion of common falt diffol- 7 

ved in it. It anfwers a good purpofe whether the whole 

body beimmerfed in it, or merely the fcrotum bathed | 
in it, but for the moft part, J have thought that it proves | 
moft effectual when applied to the {crotum only. Asbark } 
and cold bathing act upon the fame principle, that is, by — 
giving tone and vigour to parts which we fuppofe to have | 
been deprived of them, they may either be ufed together, | 
or exhibited feparately, asthe patient may incline. | 

The teftes, we find, are apt to decay. One of them will ° 
begin to leflen in bulk, and, in a gradual manner, will | 

difappear entirely, or leave only a thin membranous fub- 7 

ftance in its place. Generally the other remains found; | 

but I have known inftances of both becoming affected at / 
the fame time, and others where the one remained entire 

as long as any part of that which was firft affected was 7 

~~ perceptible, but where it alfo began to decay as foon as © 

the other was entirely deftroyed. 1 

This affeion occurs at all periods: of life, but moft | 
frequently after the goth year. In many inftances, no# 
caufe whatever can be’afligned for it ; but I have. obfer- 

‘ved that it is moit frequent in people of delicate con- 

ftitutions, where the mufcles are foft and relaxed, and ~ 

‘the complexion wan and fallow. Ihave alfo found that — 
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‘thofe in whom it occurs, have, in almoft every inftance, 
been in early life particularly addicted to Onanitfm. 

In a few cafes it has appeared as an evident confequence 
of a fwelled tefticle. On the fullnefs produced by the 
difeafe being removed, the procefs of abforption by which 
this was accomplifhed does not ftop, but goes on till the 
whole teftis is carried off. In fome inftances this takes 
_ place while the tefticle continues to the laft of its natural 
+ degree of firmnef$, or even while the hardnefs ftill pre- 
vails which occurred during the {tate of inflammation by 
which the {welling was at firit induced: but, in others, 
before this wafting procefs commences, the tefticle be- 
comes foft and pulpy, or even diffolves into a fluid. It is 
feldom attended with pain, the patient being, in many 
inttances, ignorant of his lofs till one, or perhaps both, 
_ teftes are nearly confumed. 

Hitherto no certain remedy has been difcovered for 
putting a {top to this complaint. Mercury, hemlock, and 
electricity have been tried, but with no advantage. The 
cold bath has for a time feemed to prove ufeful, but the 
diteafe returned again, and both teftes were diffolved. In’ 
- one cafe, where one of the teftes was confumed before 
the patient perceived it, and where the other was evident- 
_ ly affected, I applied a blifter over it. This wafting procefs 
{topped, and never recurred again. The patient is about 
_ 36 years of age. His inclination and powers of propaga- 
_ tion, he fays, are itill as. {trong as they v were before, and 

he has lately had a child. 


EEE 
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Of Swellings of the Spermatic Cord. , 





® THE Spermatic Cord is liable to fwellings of different 
kinds, but it is fuch only as proceed from Gonorrhea 

_ that we are here to notice. 7 

_ ~ It fometimes happens that inflammation of the tefticle 

é fpreads to the cord, and excites pain and tumefaction 
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 inflames without any previous affection of the teftis; it 7 

~ becomesstente, hard, and painful. Vhe fwelling, | for the © 

* moft part, is at firft confined to the vas deferens; but at laft 

_ the other parts of the cord fuffer alfo. 

I have met with fome in which one or two eumified! a 

parts were perceived in the courfe of the cord, while the @ 

» reft of it remained found ; but, in general, the cord is } 

equally affeéted, from the teftis along its whole courfe uP; F 

the groin. a q 

On the firft approach of thisd ifeafe, as it is always ac- } 

companied with pain and tenfion, with fome inability to q 

walk, the patient is induced to treat.it with attention; | 

gong 184 where the fwel! ing isnot foon carried off, the pain | 

| will fometimes abate, or even vanith altogether ; and in | 

this flate, where the tumour is not confiderable, the pa- J 

tient is led to fuppofe that no harm can arife from it ; 

by this neglect the {welling is often rendered fo firm al ; 

hard that-no remedies we can emply have any influence | 

in removing it. In fome cafes I have met with a hard ring, © 

affecting the cord only at a particular fpot, where the dit | 
eafed part was nearly as firm as bone, while es reit of it 

was in a foft natural ftate. | 

While the tumour is confined to one part nS) the ZeyHl | 

I have feldom known it increafe to any alarming degree, | 

but whether it be .circumfcribed, or extended over the | 

whole length of the cord, no time fhould be loft in the | 

application of remedies for removing it. Independent of 1 

other reafons, if the vas deferens be chiefly affected or — 

even only comprefled in its courfe, the tefticle will be — 

rendered as certainly ufelefs as if it were extirpated : | 

even this, in fome inftances; where one fide only was af- | 

- fected, has appeared to render the patient impotent, and | 

it will never fail to do ip where the difeafe affects both: 

fides. J 

The remedies that prove moft effectual here are Blood 4 

letting, blifters, and fuch others as are ufually employed 7 

with advantage in fwellings of the teflis. Thefe we need. 

not particularly enumerate, as they were fully treated of 

in the Jaft fection ; but it a be proper to remark that 
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“plood Jetting proves chiefly ufeful on the firft éoprolee pie 
- of the-difeafe, and in this ftate,-when properly applied, — 
- that it feldom fails in removing it. It may, in fome cafes, 
be .neceilary to take blood from the arm, but the local 
- difcharge of it by leeches applied to the part affected, is 
at ail times to be more depended on. 

Where the difcharge of blood, however, does not foon 
~ Jeflen the fize and hardnefs of the tumour, we need not 
' afterwards expect any advantage from it. In this cafe 
_ Ihave repeatedly known biiliers prove uicful when ap- 
_ plied along the courfe of the cord ; but neither are they 
to be depended on ii fome effect be not foon perceived 
to refult from them. 

In partial affections of the cord a {mall blifter applied 

to the difeafed part, and the part kept open with oint- 
' ment of cantharides, has tended to reduce the {welling. 
' Mercury is commonly employed here, and where the 
difeate does not foon yield to blood-letting and biilters, 
it is perhaps the only remedy from which any advantage 
is to be expected; but I have commonly found, where 
the {welling has been carriedentirely off by mercury, that 
there has been much caufe to imagine that the patient 
' at the fame time laboured under Lues Venerea. In fome _ 
cafes, the difeafe has fubtifted in an evident form of pox 
in Other parts of the body, while, in others, there was 
_ only grounds for fufpicion. In all of thefe the mercury 
_ feemed to operate with more certainty when a decoction 
_ of mezereon and farfaparilla was conjoined with it. 

Mercurial frictions prove more ufcful here than any 
other mode of giving the remedy, and the application 
_. of mercurial platters to the {welled parts acts with more 
- advantage in fwellings of this kind than in any other i in 
| which I have employed them. 





S.B.C T..cWia es : 
Of Swellings of the Lymphatic Veffils of the Penis. 


‘am WE know, from the hiftory of the Lymphatics, an | 
‘ Wed ferve to inhale, and tocarry intothe general courfeof _ 
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‘the circulation, not merely from the furface of the © 
body, but from every other part of it, fluids applied to — 
their open extremities. Inthis manner they remove from — 
fome parts what might prove hurtful if allowed to re- j 
main, and they carry into the conftitution from others : 

: 


ape 


what is obvioufly meant for the nourifhment and fup- 
_ port of it. But while this is their chief purpofe, we alfo ~ 

>. know that they carry into the fyftem what often tends | 
to deftroy it. They feem to have no power of rejecting 
what proves hurtful, hence they imbibe poifons, and the 
moft inoffenfive articles, with equal readinefs. All our ; 
contagious difeafes are probably produced through the — 
medium of the lymphatics, and we can prove by experi. / 
ment that this is the cafe with many of them ; particu- 
larly with the plague, the {mall-pox, and Lues Venerea. 
So readily is the matter of thefe difeafes abforbed by the ; 
lymphatics, that it can never with fafety be applied to 
any part of the body ; for fo quickly does abforption, in 
fome inftances take place, that we have frequent proofs 
of infection being carried into the conftitution, even af- 
ter much pains has been taken to wafh away the matter 
by which it was produced, in the {pace of a minute or 
two after being applied to the furface of the body. 

For the moit part we find that the lymphatics them- 
felves do not immediately fuffer by the abforption even 
of the moft noxious matter. They will convey the poi- 
fon of a viper and other ferpents to the courfe of the 
circulation, by which the animal will be killed in the {pace 
of an-hour, while no veitige of its effects appears in the 
lymphatic veflels themfelves. In like manner, the matter 
of Lues Venerea patles into the conftitution from the 

" penis, without any {welling or other mark of difeafe be- 
ing perceived in the lymphatics through which it was 
conveyed. | 
This, we muft allow, however, is not univerfally the | 
cafe. Inftances f{ometimes happen of the matter*of Lues 
Venerea pafling through lymphatics that are hard and 7 
fwelled, but we know from daily obfervation that it is — 
not a frequent occurrence. We find, indeed, that the © 
Tyimphatic veffels in every part of the body are apt to © 
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being applied to them. Thus we often obferve the lym- 
phatics of the arm {well, become hard and painful from 
a prickin one of the fingers with a pin or a thorn, or 
even from a naii being cut too far in the flefh ; and in 
Gonorrheea it is by no means uncommon to find a hard 
lymphatic pafling along the back of the penis, to the 
groin, arifing in ome inftances from the prepuce and in 
others from the urethra. But although this, as we have 
obierved, occurs alia in fome cafes of Chancre, we meet 
with at Jeaft twenty inftances,of the contrary, for one 
in which this afiection of the lymphatics takes place. I 
think, too, that I have obferved, where the lymphatics 
proceeding from Chancres have inflamed, particularly 
where the infammation has been confiderable, that the 
 conititution has not been fo apt to fuffer as where this 
did not happen. From all which, I would conclude, that 
inflammation of the lymphatics, when in a high degree, 
initead of indicating an increafed power of abforbing 
what is applied to them,.as many have imagined, tends 
in a great meature to leffen, and, perhaps to deftroy it. 
Till the fact is farther afcertained, which experience and 
obfervation alone can do, it would be improper to place 
any dependence upon this in the treatment of, Chancres. 
_ Inail cafes of Chancre, whether the lymphatics inflame or 
_ not, it would be imprudent to omit whatever might 
_ tend to render the conititution fafe; but finding that 
~ much inflammation feems not only to leflen the power 
_ of abforption in the lymphatics, but that they inflame 
from caufes in which we know that no infection exifis, 
as often happens from a prick or a cut with a clean in- 
_ ftrument, we would from this alone be led to think that 
_ this affection of thefe veflels which occurs in Gonorrheea, 
_ proceeds more from irritation than from any other caufe. 
This idea, however, is farther confirmed by the proofs 
_ we have already adduced of Gonorrhoea being a local 
_-diforder, as well as by our daily obfervation of the rife 
i and progrefs of thefe fwellings which occur in‘this dif 


- anflammation. A hard ftring, or cord, is perceived ; 


- fwell and inflame on caufes capable of exciting irritation — 


~ eafe. They commence with all the ufual fymptoms of 
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the puck be the penis. It is painful to the touch, and the 
_ teguments above it fometimes acquire an eryfipelatous 
-rednefs. The whole penis becomes {tiff and unealy, and 
this renders erections particularly painful. 
Ina great proportion of cafes the’ “inflammation fub- 
a filles quickly and eafily, the ttiffnefs and pain oradually 
abate, and the hardnefs of the lymphatic difappears en- 
tirely: but where the inflammation has eitherbeen fevere 
from the firft, or not properly treated, it proceeds in fome 
cafes to fuppuration, forming one or more {mail ab- 
. fcefles in the courfe of the affected part. The fores, how- 
~. ever; which enfue from: thefe, heal readily, when. the 
conftitution® is. otherwife healthy, forming a very ma- 
nifeft difference between Gonorrhoea and Lues Venerea. 
Similar affections of the lymphatics which occur in the 
latter, requiring, for the moft part, a courfe of mercury 
to remove them. I fay for the moit part only, from hav- 
-,* ing met with more than one inftance, of the fores which 
: occur in Les Venerea from this cate: healing without 
the ufe of mercury ; and which has induced me.to think, 
that even in Ms difeafe, the lymphatics may {well and 
inflame, merely from the acrimony of the matter, and 
that this inflammation may have fome tendency, as I 
have obferved above, to prevent the matter from pains 
into the conftitution. 
Where {wellings of this kiad in Gaucihes are con-, 
fined to the lymphatic veflels, I have commonly found 
that cold poultices, prepared with crumbs of bread, and 
acetum ly thargirites, or faccharum faturni, prove more 
effectual than any other application. They remove the 
{welling and hardnefs, and leflen the pain with more cer- 
_ tainty, than warm emollient poultices. But where the 
. inflammation fpreads over the penis, as it fometimes 
does, it becomes neceflary, not only to difcharge blood 
from the arm, but to apply leeches over the pained parts. — 
This, with a low diet, and confining the patient toa © 
horizontal pofture, very feldom fails in removing the — 
_.  difeafe’ But it fometimes happens, either from the neigh- 
Bea a: uring parts becoming feverely inflamed, or from the 
* ai lymphatic buriting, that effufions occur in the © ; 








% 
a 





a 







« «® ¥ yi 
4 a a 
; 
Sea. IX 
neem . e 


t 


GLANDS IN THE Groin. 193 


Epp ciguous cellular fubftance, and {mail abfceffes form. 
a, they at lait difcharge their contents, and produce 
Piack fores as { have alrgady had occafion to mention, 
The treatment of thefe fhould be the fame as that of 
- fores proceeding from any other caufe in which the con- 
- fticution is not affected. When their edges are hard and 
- indlamed, emollient poultices will prove ‘ufeful. For the 
mor of flou nd foulnefs, red precipitate, or even 
_ cauftic, may be neceflary ; and for cicatrifing them, 
nothing anfwers better than unguentum e calce zinc, 
) or ceratum eé lapide calaminaire*. 
In two different inftances of hardened lymphatics in 
; Gonorrhea, befides the firm cord on the back of the 
penis, a thin, flat, hard tumour, proceeding from this 
_cord, {pread round the whole fubftance of the penis, for 
p. the breadth of a quarter of an inch. One of them was 
| contiguous to, and immediately behind the glans. The 
| other was near to the pubes. This laft pafled round the 
urethra, which it grafped fo firmly, as to give caufe to 
| fufpect, that at laft it might prove a total obftruction 
} to the urine. A courfe of 1 mercury was tried in each of 
| them, without any advantage. A {mall piece of mercu- 
| rial plafter was then applied over the {welling, and this, 
with a gentle purgative of fea-water every fecond or 
| third morning, was all that was advifed. The {wellin 
' each of them’ became confiderably le{S, but never ae 
_ peared entirely. It did not, sie give any diftur- 
_ bance afterwards. 
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, THE {welling and inflammation of the lymphatics, 
' deferibed in the laft fection, frequently proceeds no far- 
t her than the root of the penis. At other times it goes 
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* Vide Appendix, No. xlyii. xlviil. 
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contiguous glands, which become hard, fwelled, and in- _ 


removal of a fwelling altogether inflammatory. Neither 7 


would not leffen the fize of the fwelling: nay, by the | 


“has been perceived, either upon the glans or prepuce, 
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neglected at firft, they may be very eafily difcufled. In } 
mott inflances, this may be accomplifhed by the ufe of © 
faturnine poultices alone; but where the pain and in- 9 


‘or from the abforption of venereal matter: If from the 7 


is not venereal. When treating of chancre and venereal 
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the length of the groin, and affects one or more‘of the © 


flamed, putting on many of the appearances of the ve- 
nereal bubo. | P| 

At other times thefe glands fwell and inflame, where ¥ 
no affection of the contiguous lymphatics is perceptible. 7 
But although in fuch cafes, no apparent inflammation oc- 7 
curs in thefe veflels, there is, however, much caufe to | 
imagine, that in a certain degree it always takes place. | 
There is not, at leaft, any other obvious route by which 9 
the inflammation can be conveyed from the urethra to | 
the glands in the groin. q 

In fome cafes thefe fwellings become large, and, not- 
withftanding our endeavours to prevent it, fuppuration } 
at lafttakes place: but, for the moft part, if they be‘not 4 








* 


flammation are fevere, blood-letting, both general and 4 
local, becomes neceflary. Laxatives always prove ufeful, 3 
and a cooling, low regimen can feldom be difpenfed | 
with. i PM 

The molt perplexing part of the furgeon’s practice | 
here is, to determine the real nature of the tumour ; to 4 
afcertain whether it proeeeds merely from inflammation, © 








laft, mercury alone will prove effe@tual ; while no bel 
titioner would confider mercury as neceflary, for the 4 


would it, in this cafe, anfwer any good purpofe. It: 


fever which it fometimes excites, it might even tend to” 
increafe it, and difappointment to the’ practitioner, and ° 
much diftrefs to the patient, might be the confequence. | 
- The circumftances upon which we chiefly form our) 
judgment here, are thefe: if no chancre-or excoriation 

oP ie 
and if the infammation in Gonorrhoea has been confi-” 
erable, there will be caufe to imagine that the tumour 
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o ~ bubo, we fhall enter more fully into the confideration 
of this; but at prefent, | may obferve, that buboes do 
- not commonly occur, without chancres going before 
them. I know, indeed, from various cafes which have 
fallen under my management, that, contrary to the ge- 
neral opinion, real venereal buboes fometimes form with- 
out any previous chancre, or any external affection ; 
but as it does not happen once in a hundred inftances, 
_ we are fufliciently warranted in confidering the abfence 
of chancre, as a reafon for fuppofing that fwellings of 
this kind are not venereal. ‘ 


pain and tenfion prevail, not merely in the difeafed 
glands, but over all the groin; and a general fympa- 
thetic uneafineis fpreads over the thighs, and under part 
of the abdomen. Even the teftes and abdominal vifcera 
fometimes fuffer, whereas, in the venereal bubo, it is 
commonly one gland only that it affected, and the con- 
tiguous parts feldom become uneafy till the difeafe is 
far advanced ; not, indeed, till the tumour has acquired 
fuch a fize, as to excite pain folely by diftention. The 
{welled gland, it is true, is painful from the firft, and the 
pain becomes gradually more fevere as the tumour in- 


‘feldom fpreads farther till the teguments are much 
_ ftretched by the fubfequent formation of matter. And, 
laftly, when glands {welled - from | his caufe burft, the 
fores which enfue have a very different appearance from 
- thofe producéd by real venereal buboes. Their edges, 
_ inftead of being hard and retorted, have more the 
_ pearance of fores which occur from common abfcefles, 
» and they foon begin to heal, even when mercury is not 
_ employed, which the others, we may obferve, feldom do. 
| This circumftance of thefe fores healing, whether mer- 
-cury be ufed or not, is the molt decifive characteriftic 
of their true nature, and when any doubts of this are 
» entertained, either from the {welling having taken place 
_ without a previous chancre, or from any other caufe, 
aie ought to delay the exhibition of mercury till ate 
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In fuch fwellings as occur from Gonorrheea, much 


creafes ; but the pain is chiefly confined to one-part, and — 
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, ufed or not ; while, on the corttrary, this remedy fhould 


difcrimination. The venereal bubo Siete more flowly 


| by a difcharge of matter, the fkin at laft becomes fret-— 


and glans takes place without any difcharge from the ‘ 
urethra. In the courfe of a few days after connexion — 
‘with an infected woman, and without any fymptom of 
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tendency to heal, or to degenerate into a worfe ftate, be P| 
afcertained. | 

If they put on a healing appearance, and gradually — 
Hero leis, there will be much caufe to hope that a_ 
complete cure will be obtained, whether mercury” be. 


be immediately advifed when the fores become foul, 
and their edges hard ; and particularly when, initead of 
healing, they extend toa greater fize. 


The progrefs of the {welling alfo affords a mark of 





1 the inflammatory {welling of which .7 


fhich mok frequently, indeed, is eafily 
difcufied, and fetdom arrives therefore at the ftate of 


abfcets ; but when tumours of this defcription do fup- 
purate, it commonly happens in the {pace of a few days. 
i have known matter completely formed in them in | 
three or four days from their firft appearance ; acircum- | 
fiance which perhaps never happens in elandular {wel- 9 
lings produced by the matter of Lues Venerea. 
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Glans and na ae fometimes omaerinean A flight col 
degree of inflammation takes place at firft, either par- 4 
tidlly, or over the whole parts; and this being fucceeded — 


ted, and’on being segutwea with a glafs, the matter fs 7 
perceived to flow from an infinite number of {mall 7 
points, on the {malleft preffure being applied to them. & 

But, for the moft part, this affection of the prepuce © 


Gonorrhea, a fenfation of heat 1 is petecived over the 
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é “whole prepuce and glans, which foon terminates in a 
Pe uries of matter very fimilar to what comes from the 
rethra in Gonorrhoea. From this circumftance, the 
difeate has been termed Gonorrheea Spuria. The matter 
indeed, is fo fimilar to that of Gonorrheea, that it is 
ufually fometime before the patient can be convinced of 
its not coming from the urethra. It not only refembles 
the matter of Gonorrheea in colour and confiftence, but 
likewife in quantity. In fome cafes, it is furprifinely 
great, owing to the great extent of inflamed furface, 
in the numerous plies and doublings of the {kin forming 
| the prepuce. .- i 
In flight affections of this kind, the prepuce conti- 
- nues to move upon the glans as it does in health ; but 


or allowed by want of attention to remain till it 
becomes fo, the fkin forming, the prepuce becomes fo 
| much inflamed and fwelled, that it cannot but with 
much difficulty be made to pafs backward and forward. 
In fome cafes this becomes impoflible. If this hap- 
pens when the prepuce covers the glans and cannot be 
drawn back, a difeafe 1s thereby produced, which we’. 
term phymofis ; ; and when the {welling takes olacey,. 
' when the prepuce is retracted and cannot be pulled over 
| the glans, the difeafe is termed paraphymolis. Of thefe 
affections we dhall {peak more parca in the enfu- 

ng fections. 

By many, this difcharge of matter from the prepuc 
_ and glans has been judged to be venereal ; it is, the 
have fuppofed it to be produced by the ae les 
' Venerea. ‘They therefore conceived it to be always con- 
 neéted with an affection of the conftitution, and ave 
’ accordingly, in the method of cure, been any di- 
_ rected by this opinion, 

_ This opinion, however, is evidently not well found- 
' ed. From much obfervation, fam convinced, that this 
; difcharge 1 is of a local nature, and that it isno more ca- 
| pable of affecting the conttitu than the matter of 
~ Gonorrhea. | believe indeed shat this is now very ge- 
i “nerally admitted ; and that it is thofe only who doubt 
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when the matter is either of itfelf particularly acrid, | 
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of it, who, taking their information from books, barell 
not paid that attention to the event of thofe affections, ~ 
which in forming a judgment of them is abfolutely ne- © 
ceflary. It will be univerfally found that the difcharge 4 
may be' more eafily removed by remedies applied di-— 
rectly to the parts affected than by mercury, or any me- 
dicines, given internally. Indeed, no advantage 1s deriv- @ 
ed from the internal exhibition of medicines, while the 7 
difeafe feldom refifts the application of an inftringent § 
wath : neither is the conftitution ever affected with pox 7 
from excoriations proceeding merely from Gonorrheea. 4 
It is true ‘that buboes and fymptoms of pox fome- 4 


times occur where the prepuce and glans have been 9 


previoufly affected in this manner. Of this I have feen 
many inftances: but in all of thefe it has happened, 
that on enquiry, the patients were found to have had ¥ 
connection with difeafed women during the continu- 9 
ance of the excoriation ; and whatever may be the opi- 9 
~nion of fome individuals upon this point, I believe few 4 
will doubt of an ulcerated or excoriated furface being ¥ 
particularly favourable for promoting the abforption 4 
of any matter that is applied to it ; infomuch, that 
it is the univerfal remark of patients, that they ne-— 
ver efcape being poxed, if in fuch circumftances they 
have conneétion with women that are infeéted. - a 
It is worthy of remark, that a fmall, partial excori- q 
ation is always at firft of a fafpicious nature, while from — 
any obfervation I have been able to make, every gene- | 
ral affection of this nature, where the excoriation ex. | 
tends over the whole prepuce and glans, terminates ea- ~ 
fily without producing any conftitutional taint. The © 
difeafe fometimes at firit, indeed, occupies a fmall fpot, 7 
and afterwards extends gr adually over the contiguous 4 
' parts, and where, by the event, we judge of its being © 
of the moft innocent nature from no difeafe of the con- © 
Ritution being produced by it. But I have uniformly 7 
found, where a {mall part only has remained for fome 7 
time a raw and excoriated, without extending to the — 
furronuding parts, that fymptoms of pox fucceed to ~ 
it with as much certainty as they ever do to chancres. of 
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s therefore believe, that all partial affections of this kind, 


which remain for more than a day or two circum{crib- 
ed, are produced by the matter of Lues Venerea, and 


that they ought accordingly to be treated as fymptoms 
of that difeate. Befides the other differences which we 
have elfwhere enumerated between the matter of Lues 
Venerea and Gonorrhocea Virulenta, it would appear 
that in this they difler in the moft obvious manner. The 
matter of Lues Venerea, however diflufible it may be 


“when received into the fyftem, from which indeed it is 


never expelled but with the affliftance of mercury, is 
always flow in its progrefs while only locally applied 
either to the penis or any other part. Neither can it be 
applied, as we have already had occafion to remark, to 


the fmalleft point, without much rifk of pox being pro- 
_ duced by it: whereas, the matter of Gonorrhocea, 


whether it be applied to the urethra, to the glans, or 
prepuce, ipreads quickly over all the contiguous parts ; 
while it is obvious to daily obfervation, either that it is 
not abforbed, or if it be taken into the fyftem, oe no 
conftitutional difeafe enfues from it. 

Excoriations of this kind not only refemble Ganon. 
rheea, in being produced by the fame matter, and in be- 
ing entirely local, but in the method of cure. We have 
already had occafion to fee, that the difcharge in Gonor- 
rhoea cannot be certainly removed, but by the ute of 
altringent injections. In like manner, bathing the parts 
affected in Beige folutions proves the moft effectual 
practice here. Lime-water anfwers particularly well for 


_ this purpofe: alfo folutions of faccharum faturni, and. 


of white vitriol : immerfing the parts in brandy, or in 


a firong infufion of red- rofe leaves, will fometimes re- 


move the difcharge on the firft application. It is proper, 
however, to remark, that the more frequently remedies 


of this kind are applied, the more effectual they prove. , 
. They fhould be ufed at leatt five or fix times daily, and 
- for the fpace of a few minutes at each application. pif 


‘Emollient ointments are fre juently employed in af- 


i fections of this kind, but the yery caufe which renders 
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no advantage of any kind accrues 
i cooling medicines ufually prefcribed here are of any | 


‘may, in fome inftances, prove ufeful, but in all fuch @ 


_ affected, which, in all local inflammatory complaints, 


_of thefe animals are apt to degenerate into venereal fores. § 
This proceeded upon the idea of all fuch affections be- § 
_ ing produced by thé matter of Lues Venerea; but now 
when we know that this is by no means the cafe, it is” 


" various and repeated trials of the remedy in uct I) 
ean decidedly fay that it is fo. | 


» the inflammatory fymptoms, while their bites, if they | 


* ent fhould be kept.as much as poflible in a horizontal. 


vent the glans from hanging pendulous. It often hap-| 
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aftringents ufeful makes every iepteation of this nature — 
improper. They conitantly increa cae difcharge, willed 7 

rom them. 
Neither do we find that purgatives, or any of the ; 


real utility. When much inflammation takes place, they @ 


cafesyblood-letting is more to be depended on ; particu- 4 
larly the application of leeches to the parts immediately | 


tobe confidered as the moft effectual remedy. 
It has been objected to the application of leeches in ex- J 
coriations of the penis, that the wounds from the bites § 





obvious that the opinion mutt be ill founded ; and from 


“But admitting that a cafe fhould occur, in Stach it | 
might be doubtful whether the excoriation and fwel-— 
ling was truly venereal or not, {till J would* not hefitate | 
in advifing the application of leeches : ‘they would prove § 
more effectual than any other remedy in carrying off | 


fhould put on the appearance of venereal fores, would } 
immediately render.the nature of the*difeafe certain, | 
which otherwife might long have remained in doubt. | 

‘In allfores and indammatory affections of thefe parts, | 
the pofture of the body and pofition of the penis are | 
circumftances requiring particular attention. The pati-’ 


pofture ; and the penis fhould be elevated fo as to pre- 


pens indeed, where this is omitted that fwellings remain. 
obftinate for many weeks together, which otherwife 
ia have been carried vis in a few Te. ; ' y,| 
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Of Excoriations in the Parts of Generation of Women. 


THE parts of Generation in Women are liable to 
excoriations of a fimilar nature with thofe enumerated 
in the laft fection. In fome cafes they are confined to 
the clitoris, nymphe, and labia pudendi. In others they 


where, from negligence, and want of attention to clean- 
linefs, I have known deep and very extenfive ulcers 
produced. 

Where the excoriations are confined mahal the parts 
of generation, the fymptoms are nearly fuch as occur 


where the inflammation and rawnefs {pread to the thighs, 
a great deal of diftrefs is experienced in walking, and 1 in 
every motion of the body. 

The method of cure is nearly the fame in women as 


of the altringent applications mentioned in the laft fec- 
tion, for the moft part, proves effectual; for the exco- 
riated parts feldom lie fo deep as to require the ufe of 
the fyringe ; but when the parts become evidently ulce- 
rated, bathing alone is not fufficient. In this cafe the 
ulcers fall to be treated in the fame manner with fores 
proceeding from any other caufe. When they are foul 
and floughy, an ointment ftrongly impregnated with 
mercur. precipit. rub. is perhaps the beit application we 
can ufe; and for the purpofe of healing them, nothing 
anfwers better than common cerate, with a large pro- 
portion of lapis calaminaris, or unguentum e calce zinci, 
for which prefcriptions are given in the Appendix. 
When fores of this defcription do not foon yield to 
thefe applications, and efpecially when they fpread and 
become deeper while the pati ufing them, there will 
be fome caufe to fuipect that a venereal taint exifts in the 
conttitution ; in which a a courfe of mercury fhould 
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fpread tothe perineum, and even to the groins andthighs, . 


from Gonorrhoeain the ufual form of the difeafe; but — 


in men, Bathing the parts frequently with one or other. 


traction. When the contraction occurs while the pre- 


it from‘being pulled back, the difeafe thus produced, is 


on drawn over it. 


thefe excoriations often terminate in phymofis, it is cer- 


-ceffarily draws back the preputium, and when the parts | 
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immediately be advifed being the only remedy upo n ae 
which, in fuch circumftances, we can’ place any de> 
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Of the Phymofis and Paraphymofs. 


IN feétion tenth we found it neceflary to give a defi- 
nition of thefe two difeafes. Inflammation of the pre- 
putium always excites fome degree of thicknefs andcon- | 


puce covers the glans, and in fuch a degree as to prevent 


termed phymofis. We fay that paraphymofis takes ae | 
when the prepuce contracts behind the Bats, and cannot | 


One of the moft frequent caufes of phymofis is chan- 
‘cres on the preputium. The thickening of the fkin in- 
duced by chancres, and the inflammation with which | 
they are apt to be attended, is often productive of ot | 
mofis ; but-it alfo occurs from other caufes. Whatever 
excites much inflammation of the penis will induce it. 
I fence it readily occurs in every cafe of Gonorrhea at- 
tended with any unufual degree of inflammation, part 
cularly in the variety of the difeafe, where the glans — 
and prepuce are inflamed and excoriated. But although 


‘tain that they are more frequently productive of para- — 
phymofis. The patient, in clearing away the matter ne- — 


are previoully much inflamed and thickened, they are = 
apt to contraét fo fuddenly when in this flate ‘of retrac- 
tion, that they cannot again be drawn over the glans. . 
x In the treatment of phymofis, we are often fuccefsful i 
by a proper application of emollients. No effeét will re-. 
fult from them when the ftri@ure has been of long « 

“ration ; but, unlefs the inflammation is unufually fevere, | 
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a iey will often Shove if duly perfevered from the firft. 
Immeriing the penis, from time to time, in warm milk, 
‘in a decoétion of althea root, or of lintfeed, is per- 
_ haps, the moft effectual method of applying remedies 
_ of this kind; and when much matter is produced be- 
tween the prepuce and glans, either by chancres or in- 
| flammation, thefe liquids fhould be injected from time 
to time with a fyringe. But with a view to leffen the 
difcharge, after wafhing out any matter that may be 
formed, a weak faturnine folution fhould be injected 


nence from exercife, and fufpending the penis, will, 
for the moft part, prove fuccefsful ; but when the parts 


from the arm, but from the penis itfelf, by the applica- 
on of iecches, which may always be done with fafety 
where the difeafe is local, as we have fhown to be the 


hoea: but when it occurs from chancres, as venereal 
fores are apt to enfue from the bites of “leeches, it is 
better to omit them. 

While any confiderable degree of ftri@ure remains, 
it is always improper to force the prepuce back. This, 
however, is often done, but it very commonly termi- 
nates in paraphymofis ; for when the parts are much 
contracted it is almoft impoflible to ‘get the prepuce 
again brought over the glans, if it has once been forced 
completely. behind it. It is better, therefore, to wait 
till the itricture is IDHAY removed, before any attempt 
is made for this purpofe. Betides the rif k of inducing 
-paraphymolis, the irritation which it gives, tends always 
to render the ftricture more obftinate. When the inflam- 
mation is altogether gone, it Ry be proper, after im- 
merfing the penis in any of the emollients abovemen- 
tioned, and rubbing it gently over with warm oil, to 


endeavouts from time to time, r ftretch it to its offal 





» extent 5 but even at this pet f the difeafe the pre- 


an excite any kind of uneafinefs. 
sa ; + | 


three or four times a day. This, with a low diet, abfti- 
are much inflamed, it becomes neceflary to take blood © _ 


_in quantities proportioned to the fymptoms, not merely — 


cafe where it proceeds from excoriation or from Gonorr- 


ace ought never to be pufhed back with fuch force as 
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In the treatment of phymofis itis proper to remark, — 
that, in a great proportion of cafes the ftricture can never | 
Pe *. altogether removed. Jn flight degrees of it wecom- 
monly fucceed by the nieans I have mentioned, but 
whenever it is fevere the parts remain under fome de- 
gree of contraction, for the moft part, during the life 
\ of the.patient. We have it indeed-in our power to re- 
move even the moft inveterate ftricture that occurs, by 
laying the prepuce open, either by a partial incifion, or 
cutting it from one end to the other, according to the 
extent of the difeate, but this is a remedy of too fevere™* 
a nature for the removal of phymofis, in the ordinary 
-form of the difeafe. Where the prepuce is fo much 
- contracted as to interrupt the paflage of urine, or 
to impede coition, it no doubt becomes proper to leffen | 
or remove the Rtricture, but it is moit frequently for ob- 
taining ready accefs to concealed chancres that weadvile 
» this meafure of laying the prepuce freely open. ce 
Even chancres are often cured while the prepuce re- 
“mains contracted; but this.is only the flighter kinds of 
them. Whenever they are either deep or very extenfive, 
although with much care and attention they may in 
. fome inftances be cured, yet we are much more certain 
of effe@ting our, purpofe, and of doing it {peedily, by 
laying the fores completely open. I am clearly of opi-_ 
nion, however, that a patient fhould rather fubmit to 
an ordinary or flight degree of phymolis, where there is 
no difeafe concealed by it, than incur the pain and dif- 
trefs which mufi always enfue from this‘ operation. 
Many have it from their birth, and are: not fenfible of 
any inconvenience arifing from it. , 
_ It happens, indeed, in fome inftances, even a this na- 
tural phymolis, if we may fo term it, that we are under 
the neceility of removing the Rriéture by an inciiion. 
This is particularly the cafe where the exfudation natural 
to thefe parts is in fuch quantities as to excite irritation, 
which it is always apt to do when it adheres to the pre- 
puce and glans. By much pains in wafhing with a fy- 
ringe, the parts may be kept fo clean as to prevent them — 
from fuffering with this mucus ; bw in Laney we find. 
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ft neceflary either to lay the contraéted prepuce open 
from one end to the other, or remove a portion of it 
~ entirely, fo as to perform the operation of circumcifion. 
It may be proper to obferve, that although this ope- 
_ ration of removing a portion of the prepuce is in itfelf 
_ exceedingly fimple and eafy, and never fails to anfwer 
the purpofe where the parts are perfectly found, that it 
_ is very apt to difappoint us entirely when they are under. 
_ any degree of inflammation or irritation. In this fitua- 
tion, although the parts in which the ftricture is feated 
be completely removed, the remaining extrefity of the 
| prepuce contracis almoftimmediately after the operation, 
{o as to create nearly the fame degree of inconveniency 
which it ‘did before. By the introduétion of dofils of 
', lint, fponge tent, and other fuch articles, we may for 
| atime prevent the contraction from becoming confi- 
| derable, but the irritation which thefe applications ex- 
| cite, at laft oblige us to lay them afide, when the ftri€ture - 
| foon takes place in a degree equal to what it was before 
_ the operation. ) 
I] have taken the more particular notice of this, from 
_ different cafes having fallen under my management, in 
_ which, by endeavouring to remove a contraction of the 
_ prepuce by the operation of circumcifion, we were com- 
| pletely difappointed. In three of thefe the operation was 
} done by others. In one I performed it myfelf. But al- 
_ though every thing was done in all of them that might 
) probably render them fuccefsful, yet they all failed, and 
_ after a confiderable time {pent in trying to dilate the 
WA. newly-formed ftricture, I was in two of thefe inftances 
| obliged to perform the operation for the phymofis in the 
~ ufual way, by making a longitudinal cut through all 
_ the remaining part of the preputium. In one the ftric- 
_ ture was not fo confiderable as to render it neceflary, 
_ and in the other, the patient would not fubmit to it. — 


| Were we to remove the prepuce entirely, by diflecting 


~ it completely away from that part of the penis where it 

begins to be formed by an loi rodaction of 
. ie fkin, the operation. migh probably anfwer our ex- 
_ pectation, but it would leave the glans altogether un- 
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covered, which in thofe who have been accuftomed to * 


have it protected by the prepuce, is apt to excite very — 
difagreeable fenfations. Neither can [ determine with — 
certainty whether it would, in every cafe, anfwer — 
the purpofe of giving complete relief or not. Where — 


the parts are previoufly in a ftate of irritation, the re- 


maining fkin might contract behind the glans, fo.as to 


produce {ome degree of paraphymofis ; at leaft, in one 


of the four cafes to which I allude, a very pkiderable 


portion of the prepuce was removed, and yet the re- 

mainder centracted in fuch a manner as tq form a ftric- 

ture which gave much diltrefs. Ry 
Different methods have been propofed for performing 


the operation of a phymofis. For thefe the writers on 7 
chirurgical operations mutt be confulted, but the eafiett, 


and perhaps the fimpleft of any, is that which I have 
defcribed in the fyftem of furgery*, in which the incifion 
is made by paffing a fharp pointed biftoury along a di- 
rectory between the prepuce and glans,and havingpufhed — 
the point of the bittoury through the prepuce near to 
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where it begins to form, the cut is completed by drawing 4 


oO 
the inftrument rvaves ; in which manner it, is done, 


not only more neatly, but with more expedition, and 
with much more eafe to: the patient than in the ufual 

way of cutting the prepuce from before backwards. In 
this manner the incifion is always made at different 
ftrokes, by which the cut 1s apt to be ragged and unequal, 
whereas in the other it is done at once, and in any di- 
rection that the operator may incline. 


Some advife the incifion to run on the fide of the 


penis, and others along the back of it. The difference 


in general is not material, but the former appears to me — 


to be preferable, from the matter either of the cut itfelf, 
or of concealed chancres not being fo apt to lodge 
between the prepuce and glans, as when the incifion is 
made on the back of the penis. It is proper, however, 
to obferve; that there are two circumitances, which in 
this operation, require particular attention: the amass 
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veins of the penis fhould be avoided, and when chancres 
are prefent, the cut ought torun as near to them as with | 
‘propriety it can be made, fo as to admit of the eafy ap-- 
plication of proper dreflings. 

In the treatment of the parts after the operation, fome 
attention is neceflary to preyent the edges of the divided 
“prepuce from adhering to'the glans. [I have known a 

ood deal of inconvenience produced by this being over- 
mia and it is eafily prevented by inferting a {mall 
predget of lint between the prepuce and glans at each 

drefling | ae | 2a 
-  Paraphymofis may happen either from a ftricture of 
the prepuce, from a {welled ftate of the glans’ penis, or 
~ from a combination of both. | 
_ When it appears to depend, either altogether or 
chiefly, on a contracted ftate of the preputium, the. 
fame applications fhould be made to it which we advifed 
for the phymofis. By the ufe of warm emollients the 
| firicture, when in a flight degree, maybe fofar removed, 
as to admit of the prepuce being drawn over it. After 
_immerfing the penis for a few minutes in warm milk, 
and rubbing the contracted parts with any emollient 
ointment, we may fometimes fucceed by applying the 
fore and middle finger of each hand behind the con- 
_ tracted part of the prepuce, and pulling it gently for- 
| ward, while, with the thumb of each hand placed upon 
_ the glans, we pufh it firmly backward. This I have 
done in different inftances, which otherwife would foon 
have ended in ftrictures of the moft confirmed kind. 
It muft, however, be confefled, that it is only in the 
commencement of the difeafe that this, or any other 
- manceuvre of a fimilar kind, will fucceed ; and there is 
no room for any fuch attempt when the difeafe proceeds 
> from a tumefied ftate of the glans. _ 

When the difeafe feems either to be entirely owing 
to an enlarged ftate of the glans, or partly to this and 
partly to a firicture of the prepuce, as fometimes hap- 
_ pens, we may endeavour to relax the preputium by rub- 
bir it with oil, or an emollient ointment; but in fuch 

circumi{tances it is evident that the application of emol- 
oa > , be. me } - 
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lients to the glans would rather do harm. By relaxing the | 
parts affected they would encreafethe {fwelling. Cold — 
aftringent applications prove more ufeful, and ought | 
alone to be depended on. In this view we adviled cloths — 
dipped in brandy, vinegar, and cold water, to be applied | 
to the parts, and poultices, with crumb of bread, and) 


a folution of faccharum faturni in vinegar and water. 
But when thefe do not foon fucceed in reducing the 


{welling, we are under the neceflity of removing the | 
ftriaure by an operation, in order to prevent the ‘accel- | 
fion of more ferious fymptoms. When toolong neglected | 
the glans is apt Lommel tify, by the contraction of the apes 


puce putting a ttop to the circulation of the blood. 


This operation confiitts in making one or more INCl- | 


fions into the contracted edge of the prepuce. We fome-_ 
times fucceed by making two or three fmall cuts in dif- 
ferent parts of the ftricture with the fhoulder of a lancet. 
They ought to be carried entirely through the fkin, and 
into the cellular fubftance, and when they bleed freely 
they commonly give immediate relief ; but it muft be 





. 





admitted that thefe {mall incifions, how eVateauimianous / 


they may be, do not prove fo certainly effectual as one 
free cut made completely through the ftri€ture. ‘The 
eafieft method of doing this is, by infinuating the end 
of a dire@tor beneath the firicture, and cutting upon it 


with a fcalpel. Vor this purpofe a thort directory thould | | 


be ufed, with a groove open at the extremity. 


The incifion here does not require any particular at- 1 
tention. The divided veflels fhould be allowed to bleed © 


freely. This generally leflens the pain, while it co-operates 


along with the removal of the itricture in carrying off | 
the {welling.. Lint, fpread with unguentum faturnium, — 


makes the belt dreffing for the fore. 
It muft be remembered that we are now fuppofing 
that no difeafe exifts in the conftitution. When either 


of thefe affections are conjoined with Lues Venerea, as — 
we often find to be the cafe, the patient cannot be ren- © 
dered fafe, nor will the fores produced by the operation — 


heal, without the affiftance of a courle of mercury. 
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Pe Wart on the Glans al Prepuce, and Labia Pudendi. 
poise 
ye. THE Glans, Prepuce, and Labia Pudendi, are fre- 
_ guenily attacked with warty excrefcences, on the termi- 
nation of Gonorrheea. ‘Chey fometimes appear during 
t the continuance of the difcharge, but more commonly 
_-at the end of it, when the patient having confidered the 
f cure as complete, is mpeg with the appearance of this 
P new fymptom. | 
P ». They rife at firft in bic form of fmall points, which — 
oe ‘gradually become larger, and fre quently fo numerous as 
) to cover a confiderable part of the penis. In men they 
commonly begin immediately behind the glans, and ex- 
- tend, in the for + 8 a niney round the whole penis, near 
to the junction of the glans and prepuce. They afterwards 
appear indifcriminately, on all the neighbouring parts, 
but they are ufually more numerous upon the prepuce. 
In fome cafes they are firft perceived in the urethra. 
The patient complains of an obttruction to the flow of + 
_ urine, and on feparating the lips of the urethra, a red; 
» florid excrefcence is obferved to be the caufe of it. I have 
. alfo met with produétions of this kinds in the urethra 
‘of women. 
Thefe warts are feldom ainabeeh ; never, unlefs they 
"proceed t to a itate of ulceration, which, when they do, 
_is always to be confidered as the fault of the patient. On 
- their firft appearance they are always firm and entire, but 
when they become numerous, if they be not regularly 
‘ cleaned, the moifture natural tothefe parts becomes acrid, 
- and renders them tender ; and this, if it be not prevented 
by timeous afliftance, foon termjnates in painiul ulcers. 
Excrefcences of this kind afliume various forms. For 
_ the moft part they are fingle, and pendulous, with nar- 
cks, but in fome in'tances have broad bates ; 
le, in others, a number of thefe fmaller warts {prout 
om the fame root, and form excrefcences of une- 
>. i ae Dd 


vo Ma 9 ¢ “ 

“ae eC; Fi 
B be ra . ae * : 
iS 


— 





times happens with poor people, they acquire fuch a bulik © + 
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qual cauliflower furfaces. When Lees huplecied as fome- 


as to cover the glans entirely ; and when in. this ftate 
they become ulcerated, the whole mafs aflumes fuch a ~ 
-difeafed appearance, as with thofe not accuftomed to this _ q 
. branch ot bulinefs, gives a fufpicion of their being can- ~ 
cerons. ‘Of this have met with different inttances, q 
ere (he penis, after being doomed to amputation, has » ? 
been faved, and the warty excrefcences removed. ' : 

It is difficult, perhaps impoflible, to afcertain the caufe 7 
of thefe warts. In fome cafes they are obvioufly pro- | 
duced from the cuticle, their attachment being fo flight, | 
that on being removed, the cutis vera is left entire: in _ 
others they proceed from the fkin itfelf, but I never ob- | 
ferved them to go deeper than this. 

Whatever tends-to excite the flow of an nntasi 
quantity of blood to the penis, feems to create a difpo-' | 
fition in thefe parts to formations of this kind: hence — 
they fucceed to various kinds of irritation. We kiiow f 
that they are a frequent confequence of the venereal | 
irritation, for they often fucceed to chancres; and I 
have known them in different inftances fucceed to fim- | 
ple excoriation, where neither Gonorrhcea nor Lues Ve- J} 
nerea ever exifted, By whatever.caufe irritation is pro- 7 
duced in the prepuce and glans, it feems to excite a dif | 
pofition in the {mall blood ‘vellels of, the parts to Aine ag 
or pullulate, by which thete warty productions Canes. y 

to be formed. § 

As warts on the panies are a frequent confequence 7 
of chancres, they have been always confidered as of a 
venereal nature, whether they are the immediate ef- % 
fects of chancre, Gonorrhoea, or any other caufe. This ~ 
opinion, however, is by no means well founded. Warts | 
on thefe parts may, no doubt occur, while Lues Venerea 7 
exiils in the conftitution; and in fuch inftances mercu- ~ : 
ry: muft be given before a permanent cure can be expect- | 
ed. But in a great proportion of cafes, at leaft ninety- 
nine of a hundred, they appear to be entirely local, in-"— 
fomuch that remedies acting only upon the conftituti ion 
have no apilaence whatever in removing them, w lee 
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f they are for the mo‘t-part, eafily carried off by a variety 


of applications, which act folely upon the excrefcences 


 themfelves, or rather upon the veflels by which they are 


produced. Nay, they are fo evidently of a local nature, 
that when they occur in Lues Venerea, although they are 
very apt to return when removed while the infection 
fe is very certain that this 

difeafe of the habit may be completely eradicated with- 
gout any effect being produced upon them. The warts 
which fucceed to chancres commonly remain equally 
firm and obftinate after mercury has been given as they 
were before, and are to be removed by the fame means as 
if the conititution had never been affected. ‘This, 1 may 
obferve, is a point which in a particular manner merits 


the attention of practitioners; } mean of fuch as are | 


_ not daily verfant in this branch of bufinefs ; for while 
the opinion is retained, as is {till the cafe with fome, of 
warts on thefe parts being in moft inftances connected ~ 
with Lues Venerea, much michief is apt to be done by a 
great deal of mercury being given where no advantage 
can even be derived from it. In the treatment of this 
affection I have known the conftitution almoft ruined 
by one courfe of mercury after another, without any 
effect upon the warts, and which were afterwards eafily 
and {peedily removed by remedies applied directly to 
the parts themfelves. | 

I have mentioned irritation as a caufe of thefe « «cref- 
cences, but it is only the flighter kinds of it that terms 
to produce them. ‘They often fucceed toa flight degree 
of inflammation, but I have never known them form 
on parts highly inflamed: on the contrary, much in- 


_ flammation feems to deftroy the tendency in theté parts 
_ «to the produdtion of warts, infomuch, that our moft ef- 


_ feétual remedies in the cure of thefe excrefcences, and 


_ for the preventing areturn of them, are fuch as always 
_ excite a good deal of pain and inflammation. They ma 


no doubt be removed more quickly with a fcalpel or 
fciflars, by: tying ligatures of waxed filk round them, , 
when they are pendulous, and have narrow necks, but » 


they are more apt to return when removed in this mai- 
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ner, or even when they are deftroyed ae cage unlefs 
fome degree of inflammation has at the fame time been © 


induced upon the parts. Befides, ligatures cannot beap- 


plied to warts with a broad baie, which they frequently 
have; and few patients will fubmit to the ufe of the 
icalpel for the extirpation of the numerous warts, which 
in fuch inftances for the moft part prevail. 
Inflammation for the purpofe of removing warts 
might be excited in various ways ; but we neceft arily 


prefer that which 1s the eafieft to the patient, and which | 


at the fame time proves effectual. We fometimes fucceed 


by bathing the warts and contiguous parts three or four * 
é y ry ree rv . 


times a day with a firong folution of curde fal ammontiac, 
or of corrofive fublimate. And a folution of mercury 
in the fpirit of nitre at the fame time that it acts upon 
the warts themielves as a cauflic, feems alfo, by exciting 
inflammation in the veflels of the contiguous parts, to 
remove or deftroy the difpofition which firtt produced. 
them.. Prefcriptions are «iven for thefe folutions in the 


Appendix, Nos. 39, 40, and a1. The two former may be 


ufed with freedom, but the ftrength of the latter renders 
it neceflary to apply it with much delicacy and attention. 
The parts fhould be merely moiftened with a pencil dip- 
ped in it, nor fhould this be repeated above once every 
fecond or third day. 

Tincture of cantharides, applied j in this manner, fome- 
times anfwers ; but we find by experience, that our fuc- 
cefs is more certain from the application of fuch powders 
as irritate and inflame the fkin, than from the ufe of the 


fame remedies in a liquid form. Savine in fine powder 


is one of the beft for common ufe.. Common muftard, © 


whetber of the white or black kind, likewife anfwers ;. 
and I have known the powder of betony, and of white 
hellebore, both palate and mixed in equal ala 
- ties, prove fuccefsful. 

use if the warts and fkin lying between them be {prinkled 
over with any of thefe daily, a fuffictent degree of in- 
flammation is, for the moft part, foon induced, and we 
know that it has gone far enough when fome of the 


{maileit begin to fhrivel and drop off. At this time we! | 
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| _ ought therefore to defift from any further ufe of the 
~ powder, always taking care to renew it from timeto 
time, if the inflammation fubfides before the excrefcen- 
ces» are entirely removed. In few initances, the warts 
_ fprout up again after they were altogether carried off. 
» When this falkes place, the powder fhrould be again ap- 
~ plied over the whole feat of the difeafe,'and continued 
till fuch a degree of inflammation is induced as the pa- 
tient can ealily y bear. ‘They wiilfeldom or never return 
- again, if the.parts at this fecond application of the re- 
medy have been made to inflame fuiliciently. 
_ ‘Thefe powders, even ina fimple unmixed ftate, very 
-. feldom fail, but in fome patients the warts are fo firm, 
- and the fkin of the prepuce fo thick and corrugated,» 
that powders of a more powerfully irritating nature be- 
come neceffary. In fuch cafes a {mall proportion of red 
precipitate, finely levigated, being added to the pulvis 
fabinz, commonly anfwers. Calomel fometimes proves 
_ effectual, whether ufed by itfelf, or mixed with any of 
thefe powders, and a powder compofed of equal parts 
of alumen uftum and mercur. precip, ruber. feldom fails. 
Even when warts are feated in the entrance of the 
urethra, they may be treated in this manner, at leaft 1 
have often removed them in this fituation by the appli. 
cation of thefe powders, and I never knew any harm 
produced by them. In one inftance when the wart was 
farther up the urethra than ufual, the excrefcence w 
completely removed’by the pulvis fabinze alone, but * 
_confiderable degree of pain was induced by it,, whic 
ended in a very copious puriform difcharge. The ure- 
_ thra became tender and inflamed, through the whole 
length of it, and the running having all the appearance 
-of the matter of Gonorrheea, I fufpected that a new in- 
“fedtion had been Communicated. My patient, however, 
-aflured me that this could not poflibly be the cafe, as he 
had met for many months had any conneétion with wo- 
~men, and there was no caute to » doubt his aflertion. The 
running continued for the {pace of two or three weeks, 
with all the fymptoms of a common clap, and was “cured * 
_ precifely in the fame manner, viz. by the ufe of aftrin- 
&. gent injections. 
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SEO: Toc 
Of Gonorrhea Simplex. 


I HAVE endeavoured in different parts of this work ‘ 


to fhew that the difcharge in Gonorrhcea Virulenta is the 


efiect of inflammation excited in the urethra and conti- | 


guous parts by the matter of infection being applied to 
them. In the end of the preceding fection a cafe is men- 


tioned, in which fymptoms occurred exadtly fimilar to 


thofe produced by Gonorrheea Virulenta from the appli- 
cation of an irritating powder to the urethra; and 


there is reafon to fuppofe that they may at any time be (| 
induced by whatever excites inflammation in any part | 
of that membrane. A puriform difcharge from the u- © 


-rethra, induced in this manner, and without any con- 
neéction with an infected perfon having taken place; may. 
be denominated Gonorrhoea Simplex. : 

We have already had occafion to fee that a difcharge 
frequently occurs in females, ufually termed fluor albus, 
which, in particular circumftances, very much refembles 
‘Gonorrheea Virulenta*. 


In. men, we often meet with a difeafe exadily fimilar 


to this ; where a copious difcharge of matter takes place 
from the urethra, attended with a fcalding heat in void- 
ing urine, and all the other fymptoms of Gonorrhea, 
and where there is no fufpicion of infection being com- 
municated, 


There is nothing more neceflary than for pradtition- 


ers to be aware of this, pafticularly the younger part 


_ .of the profeflion, who are apt to fuppofe that every dif- 


charge of matter from the genitals, efpecially in men, 
ought to be confidered as venereal, But although this 


is undoubtedly true in a great proportion of cafes, yet 
every practitioner of experience mutt have met with ma- | 


ny inltgnces of the neve 5 and in which the Pi nie pee 


* Vide chapter ii. fe€tion IO. 
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of the moft virtuous people might have been ruined, 
A vere the diftinction of which we are now {peaking over- 
looked. J have met with different inftances of 1 men newly 
eo being feized with this fymptom, mm fome of 
which, although there was at firit fight much caufe for 
fufpicion and anxiety on the part of the hufband, yet 
boon being informed by a perfon on whofe judgment they 
| placed confidtnce, that a running of this kind is not 
| unfrequently induced by other caufes, and that the dif- 
Peharge which had newly taken place, would probably 
| thew, by its ending more quickly than Gonorrhoea Vi- 
} rulenta uiually does, that it was of a different nature, 
| " they foon became lefs anxious, and at laft were convin- 
| ced of their fears having been altogether groundlefs. 
|. In like manner, I have in. different ‘inftances been 
| confulted by women, who, on finding their hufband’s 
} linen ftatned with matter, have fancied that they them- 
- felves had been injured by them; and the imagination, 
being once affected, we all know how difficult it is‘in. 
~~ fuch matters to fet it right. I was fome time ago confult- 
| ed bya lady in circumftances of this kind, chia from 
the caufe I have mentioned, had long been readies 
_ a ftate of the greateft diftrefs and mifery. Her min ie 
| in the firft place deeply afflicted with the fuppofed mif- ~ 
~conduét of her hufband; and fhe was fully convinced 















which attends the venereal difeafe. ‘To this fhe was in 
a great meaiure lead, by the opinion of a midwife, who 
~ unfortunately informed her, that from much experience 
“in matters of this kind, fhe was convinced that the was 
et and defired her to apply to me. Inftead of this, 

e put herfelf under the care of one at a dittance from 
town, where fhe refided, and who, from not having 
mc experience in matters of this kind, was eafily in- 
to believe that fymptoms took place which did 
Fiot exift but in the imagination of the patient.’ There 
_ was no external mark of difeafe, but fhe complained of 

pains in her bones ; fevere pains in the parts of gene- 
ration and loins ; undafineivauthie nofe, throat, &c. In 
- fhort, the had perufed a modern treatife on the Lues 
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» that the herfelf laboured under almoft every fymptom — 


“minute | inguiry, that any fymptom of the Lues Venerea’ 7 


_ been much dittrefied with the fluor albus; but this was | 


_fymptoms ever originate from other caufes than in 


der my care. It appeared at once that fhe was difeaied 4] 


“was diftrefled with fluor albus, or. by fome other caufe | 


“and whieh: in the courfe of a few days, made all er 
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Venerea, by which fhe had become oe (i 
fymptoms of that difeafe, almoft all of which the now, 
imagined that fhe laboured under... _ ® 
A complete courfe of mercury, befides a variety of © 
other medicines, were given in the country, but no ad © 
vantage being derived from aes patient came un- || 


in imagination only, for I did not find, on the moft 


had-exifted from the firft. She acknowledged, that at © 
different times, both before and after marriage, fhe had 


the only difeafe of which fhe ever complained ; ; and ‘it’ 4 
never was of long continuance. 
I endeavoured to convince her that fhe was perfe@ly | 
found, that fhe never had the difeafe, and that the mat- | 
tergwhich fhe had feen on her hufband’s linen,’ and || 
Which was the only foundation of her fufpicion, was | 
ither produced by his connection with her while fhe, 
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nature equally innocent. All this, however, would i] 
ved ineffectual, but I luckily had an At eee 
y power which brought conviction along with it, 


of a, 
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fymptoms vari: which otherwife might have been of a 
the moft permanent nature. At the very time when fhe i 
fufpected her hufband to have given her the infection, — iy 
he had confulted me by letters, which I preferved, in | 
which he exprefled his aftonifhment at the fudden ap- \| 
pearance of a difcharge of matter from the urethra, ac-~ 
companied with heat and uneafinefs along the whole 4] 
courfe of the paflage from the glans to the bladder. He | 
never had been infected with Gonorrheea, and having had || 
no connection with any other woman than his wife of | 
whom he could not entertain the leaft fufpicion, he c 
cludes his firft letter by enquiring whether or not fu 







courfe with an infeéted perfon, and at the fame time 
wifhed that fuch medicines might be fent to him as — 
would as quickly as poffible put a itop to the ee | 
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Tn my anfwer to this, which [alfo preferved, I mention- 
Ei d feveral caufes by which a difcharge from the urethra 
“may be excited, and efpecially the effect of repeated in- 
-tercourfe with women labouring under fluor albus, 
where the difcharge is more acrid than ufual. I at the 
fame time fent him an aftringent injection, defiring that — 
it might be ufed if the difcharge did not foon difappear. 
In a fubfequent letter he informed me, that he had been 

_ perfectly convinced by my account of it that his dif-. | 
| eafe was of an innocent nature; and as a proof of it’ 
| he mentioned, that it went entirely off in the courfe of 8 
| eight or ten days, without the injection, or any other _ 
| remedy, being employed. Afight of this correfpondence, 

| which I was enabled to fhew, could alone remove the _ 
| diftrefs under which my patient had long laboured. 

}} I have fince that period had occafion to know in: her 
)hufband has at different times had a return of the dif- 
| charge from the urethra, in fome inftances from expo- 
jfure to much cold, fatigue, or wetnefs, and repeatedly 

| from connection with his wife when fhe laboured under 

) fluor albus. ° 

' This happened with a patient who never before 
any difcharge from the urethra; but a running is m 
| particularly apt to occur from caufes of this kind, i 
as have been frequently liable to Gonorrhcea Virulenta. 
<now many of this defcription who uniformly expe-.. 
ience a return of the difcharge on being expofed to 
yuch bodily fatigue, particularly much riding on horfe- 
ack, or jolting in a carriage on a rough road, on their 
eing overheated with wine, or having more connection 
} than ufual even with found women. 

| ‘Theirritation excited in the urethra by a ftone in the ‘ 
“bladder will, in fome inftances, induce a very copious =~ 
{charge of matter. When this takes place trom the 
ladder itfelf, the matter comes off mixed with the u- 
tine, and in no other manner; but when it proceeds 

| rom the urethra only, as often happens, it aflumes all 

| the appearances of Gonorrhcea Virulenta, and paffes off 
Whether any exertions be made to empty the bladder or 
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We: are led to underftand that people ie pay 
employed in working among the warmer kind of {pices | 
are very liable to a fcalding in making water accompa- 
nied with a difcharge of purulent-like matter from the 
urethra. It is more particularly apt to occur in thofe who 
work chiefly among Cayenne pepper: Nay, it has been) 
known to happen from a perfon carrying a few pounds. 
of this article about with him for fale. | 
The moft frequent caufe of ftriGtures in the urethra i 
Gonorrhea Virulenta; but they alfo occur from other: 
caufes. They have beer met with in all periods of life, ) 
even where patients have never had any previous dif- 
charge from the urethra. T hey are particularly apt to} 
occur in people advancing in years, between the fixtieth) 
and feventieth ‘year of age, and fometimes later. ‘A per- 
fon who in his youth has fuffered much with Gonorrhea} 
Virulenta, is very liable to be attacked about this peri+ 
od with ftriGures in the urethra, but they likewife ee | 
pen,.as I have obferved above, where no caufe ¢ this: 
kind can be given for them; and in whatever tmanne® 
they are induced, they are very conftantly attended ' wit h) 
a = Mader difchar ge of purulent-like matter. — q 
in fome, thefe ftrictures tots been ghiended upck? ihe ' 


the urethra bas been caliente Fhathe teeing 4 
have occurred in the glands of the groin ; ae one or 
both tefticles have fwelled from the fame caufe.. ati ~ <a 
' Itis generally known, that a difcharge may at eee 
time be excited from the urethra, by the ufe of ftimu- | 
lating bougies. This has in different inftances been put 
in practice, where violent pain and other bad fy mptoms 
have been induced by the fudden ftoppage of a Gonor- 
rhoea, but it has alfo been advifed for the fame  purpofe, 
that is, for exciting a difcharge of matter, merely for the? 
removal of pain, where neither Gonorrhcea nor any ve-) 
reveal fymptom had ever taken place; and it has never’ 
‘ailed when the fiimulus is of a fuifficient ftrength of be- 
in g attended with this eflect. - 
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Diwes Bre: informed by authors, that gout has in fome 
‘inftances been productive of a difcharge' of puriform 
“matter from the urethra; and I have not a doubt of its 
ae in rheumatifm. Of this I have met with dif- 
rent well-marked inftances, where.a flow of matter 
m the urethra has alternated with pains in the knees, 
and other large joints ; and among labouring people ac- 
suitomed to work much in water, fuch as ditchers, a dif- 
charge of this nature is by no means unfrequent. A pa- 
ent of mine, who annually takes a great deal of exer- 
ff fe j in following gvame, is always feized witha difcharge 
} of matter from the urethra when he goes in fearch of 
ahi by which his feet and legs are kept immerfed in 
vater for feveral days together. 

Other caufes might be mentioned, by which a dif 
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Telpot fimilar to the matter of Gonorrhcea Virulenta, 
| ut thefé are fufficient to fhew that it may frequently 
Feiodh cas caufes of the moft innocent nature, and in 

entirely blamelefs. Of this, all who have done 


~fs which the want of difcrimination in matters of 
his <ind is apt to &xcite, is often fo great, not to indivi- 
s alone, but tothe favnilies with whitch they are con- 
le bedi and ! have happened to meet with fo manv difa- 
reeable occurrences of this kind, which might eafily have 
en prevented, that I judged it proper in this manner 
Biake € articular notice’ ot it. 
she fact being eftablifhed that all the ufual fymptoms 
Gonorrhoeza Virulenta may be excited by a variety of 
fes, may be confidered as an additional proof of the 
atter of Lues Venere a, and of that difeafe being differ- 
wr although the matter produced in this manner 
> urethra is S fo fimilar to that of Gonorrhcea com- 
nicate ed by impure coition, that the one cannot be 


ined that the rites, 9 of ae Venerea could be pro- 
duced by any of thefe, nor by amy caufe whatever, but 
theabforption of the matter of that difeafe ittelf. 


charge from the urethra is at times produced, in every 


nu ch bufinefs in this branch of praétice will be’ eafily. 
onvinced, is inttances of it are often occurring ; but the 
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It may alfo be remarked, that this opinion of the dif. 
ference between thefe two difeafes is farther confirmed 
by the method of cure being the fame, whatever ma 
have been the caufe of the running, Whether the matter 
difcharged from the urethra be excited by infection cor ‘ 
municated by a perfon labouring under Gonorrhea Vi- 
rulenta, or by any of the caufes I have enumerated of : 
Gonorrhcea Simplex, the method of treatment oughel 
not to be varied. It is true that the latter will, for the : 
moft part difappear, whether any remedy be employed _ 
for it or not ; but this will alfo happen with Gonorrhea 
Virulenta. A cure, however, will be obtained much more — 
{peedily by a timeous and proper ufe of injections than” 
in any other manner; and if this is admitted in one vas | 
riety of the difeafe, it will be found equally applicable - 
in the other. So far, indeed, as my obfervation goes, 
the difcharge in Gonorrhoea Simplex i is not more readi- | 
ly affected by the internal exhibition of medicines than 
we have fhewn to be the cafe in Gonorrhoea Virt Jenta, 
while a proper application of an aftringent injectic very 
feldom fails in removing it. When, however, it feems 
either to depend upon general debility, or to be much 
connected with this ftate of the fyftem, we find from ex- 
perience that cold bathing, and whatever tends to re- 
{tore the lofs of tone that has taken place, proves more 
obvioully ufeful here than in Gonorrhcea Virulenta. 
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General Obfervations on Pee Venerea, 


HE Lues Venerea, Syphilis, or Venereal Difeafe, 
was firft defcribed withaccuracy by the authors 
“who ppaEn hee about the end of the fifteenth century, 
 oully “ha in Europe ; and Galumbus with his fol- 
: ; lowers having about ae ee returned from their 


\ That the venereal difeafe might be met with by. 
Columbus when he firft landed in Hifpaniola, I will 
not difpute. Like many other difeafes, it might not 
be peculiar to one fet of people, or confined to one 
hemifphere of the globe ; but many arguments might 
be induced to fhew that it was well known in the old 
continent, and that it prevailed among the Jews, 
Greeks, and Romans, and their defcendants long be- 
Ryore the difcovery of America. This ‘would lead, 
Rrowever, to a great oe of difcuflion 5 and being 
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more a matter of curiofity than of real utility, I thall 
not enter farther upon it at prefent. ; 

Various definitions have been given by Nofologifil 
‘ Lues Venerea, but the fymptoms of the AGeain are | 
fo numerous, and the appearances which it affumes : 
are fo complicated, that no definition fuficiently 
comprehenfive and accurate, can be given of it. In 
fome inftances it appears in a particular {pot only, 
_and continues apparently local for a great length of 
time ; while .in a great proportion of cafes it foon 
contaminates the whole fyftem, producing a greater 
variety of fymptoms than perhaps any other difeafe 
with which we are acquainted, 

Different opinions have preyailed, refpeting the 
manner in which Lues Venerea may be communicat- | 
ed, but it is now certain, thatit can be produced in | 
no " other way. than by direat application of the mat- 
ter of contagion to the furface of the body ; or by 
pafling, as other hereditary difeafes do, from parents 
to their children... The virus cannot be carried, as | 
was once imagined, from one perfon to another by 
the atmofphere, but it may be applied in various 
ways fo as to communicate the difeafe, _ 

1. Ina great proportion of cafes the difeafe is given | 
by one perfon to another in coition, The venereal 

matter refting upon one or more points, excites {mall 
inflammatory pimples termed chencres, from which» 
it is carried by the abforbents into the fyftem, for. 
the moft part producing, in its way, obftrnétion, 
and {welling in the contiguous lymphatic glands ;__ 
and thus forming buboes in the groins, 

2. It is,frequently given by a difeafed child to at 
_ murfe, in which cafe, the nipples firft become fore, 
and the matter as it pafies into the circulation, ex- 
cites {wellings in the glands of the axilla,” 

3+ An infedted nurfe can {car cely give fuck with, | 
out communicating the difeafe to the child. When 
this happens from venereal fores in the nipples, fores 
of a fimilar nature form on the lips of the child, and 
the matter from thence is taken up by the abforbent3, 
But a child may alfo be infected merely by fucking 
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: » milk ofadifeafed woman, In this cafe, the dif- 
afe does not always appear at firft about the mouth 
the child: It proceeds more readily to contaminate 
fyitem than to produce any local effects. Many 
ndeed allege that the difeafe cannot be communicat- 
in this manner, and are of opinion, that a. ee 
not be infected merely by the milk of a nurfe ; 
) : convinced, however, from a variety of he 
| that the opinion I have adopted is well founded ; 
but we fhall have occafion to confider it more. par os 
ularly hereafter, | 
_ 4. The foetus may alfo be infected.as it paffes from 
the uterus by the matter of venereal fores in the.pu- 
| dendum of the mother. Of this I have known dif- 
erent inftances. In fuch cafes, one or more fores 
|? : appear in particular parts, from whence the 
matter is carried by the abforbents i into the-fyftem, 
5. T have known different inftances.of the difeafe 
A ing given to midwives in delivering women with 
venereal fores about the pudendum, . 
6. In whatever manner the matter of Lues Vene- 
‘ea is applied to a wound, or to an inflamed. cr ul- 
| cerated furface, the difeafe will, in a great propor- 
ti on of cafes, be produced. Surgeons, in drefling 
id onereal fores, are fometimes infected in this way ; 
nd the difeafe has been communicated by performing 
: \u he operation of blood-letting with a lancet that had 
eee opened a bubo. 
» 7. Although we find in moft inftances of this dif 
safe, either that the matter has been direQly applied 
| to a wound or to an ulcer, or that by its own acri- 
mony it had induced both inflaminatioh. and fuppura- 
‘tion before abforption took place, yet cafes fome- 
times occur in which nothing of this kind can be dif- 
covered, and where the matter is abforbed while 
| both the cutis and cuticle remain entire. This will 
}a moft readily happen where the cuticle is thin, as is 
} the cafe in the glans penis and lips.. Hence the fyf 
| tem has, in different infiances, been infected by mat- 
- left upon the lips in kiffing, and in drinking out 
fa cup recently ufed by an infected perfon, and in 
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attatiees: while the pollibility of its exile nee is i 
hied by many, I thought it right to mention it, im 
order to prevent thefe.miftakes, and that mifchi £: 
in practice which might arife ftom the prevalence of | 
fuch an opinion. * 
So readily does the venereal poifon enter the fyf | 
tem, that it can fcarcely be applied to any part of: 
the furface of the body but with confiderable hazard. 
For the reafons that I have mentioned, abforption 
will occur with more certainty in fome parts than in 
others; but Iknow, from various facts, that fcarce- 
ly any pant of the fan's is too thick to prevent ity par- 
ticularly if the parts have been rendered tender or ir- 
ritable, either by inflammation or any other caufe, 
Nay, it fometimes happens where no affection of this. 
kind is perceived, In two iniftances buboes occurs 
red in the axilla, and the patients were poxed by the 
matter of venereal fores being applied to the fingers 
where the fkin was found ; and in another, the dif- 
eafe was communicated by. the patient wearing the 
fame breeches which he had ufed three months be- 
fore, when labouring under extenfive venereal fores _ 
of the penis and {crotum, but of which he had been | 
entirely cured. He knew that fome of the matter 
had occafionally dropped upon the breeches, but this 
did not occur to him till the difeafe appeared: about 
the time I have mentioned, in the form of a largé 
ulcer on the upper part of the penis, and without 
even the pollibility of his having received the ps | 
tion in any other manner. a 
It is fomewhat remarkable that the venereal virus | 
fhould fo readily enter the fyftem when applied to® 
any part of the furface of the body, when we find, 
from a variety of facts, that the abforbents * of the! 
{tomach and inteftines dé not receive it. The mat- 
ter of venereal fores, when mixed with water ufed_ 
for wafhing them, has, in various inftances, been 
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fwallowed by miftake ; ; but we have no inftance of 
pox being produced by it. 
- In whatever way the matter of Syphilis i is Soatied 
to the abforbents, when it has once entered the fyf- 
tem, the effects which refult from it are nearly the 
fame ; but at prefent, I mean, ina great meafure, to 
confine the deicription of the difeafe to its rife and 
progre{s in the moft ordinary form of it, where the 
infection is communicated by one Peas to another 
in the act of coition. 
The plan which I mean to purfue is, in the firft 
place, to give an account of the different fymptoms 
of Lues Venerea in-the order in which they common- 
ly appear ; and as our being able to afcertain the ap- 
pearance of every fymptom with as much certainty 
as poflible is an object of the firft importance, I fhall 
defcribe each fymptom under a diftinct head, and at 
the fame time fhall point out fuch circumftances as 
moft clearly ferve to diftinguifh it from other affec- 
tions to which it bears a refemblance. 

2. I fhall offer a few obfervations on the nature of 
the venereal poifon. 
_ 3. An account of the different pega F< ufed in 
ues Venerea, particularly of mercury, and its pre- 
parations, 
_ 4. I fhall treat of the employment of thefe reme- 
dies in the different fymptoms of the difeafe. 

5. Of Lues Venerea, as it appears in new-born 
infants, . 

6. Of fome peculiarities of form under which this 
difeafe has appeared in Scotland and in Canada. 

7. I mean next to treat of hi Ap era or the 
means of preventing infection. 

8. To confider how far Lues Venerea is ever pro- 
ductive of other difeafes; and, 
_ 9g. To give in an appendix ‘formule. of the medi- 
cines enumerated in the preceding parts of the work, 
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S1E CTs Afi i 
Of the Symptoms of Lues Venerea. 
§ 1. General Obfervdtions. 


THE venereal difeafe appears occafionally, as bi 
have already obferved, in a great variety of forms,. 
For the moft part it occurs locally at firft upon fome: 
part of the furface of the body, ufually upon the ge- | 
» nitals, from whence it proceeds, and commonly with) 

fome eonlarity, to affect every part of the fyftem, | 
In others, the firft fymptoms which take place indi 
cates an affection of the con{titution, and the difeate, | 
inftead of appearing upon the furface of the body, af: 
fects either the throat, bones, or tendons. ay 

When Lues Venerea is tiot inter rupted in its prof 
brefs by the ufe of mercury or other remedies, thi 
following is the order in which the fymptoms com- | 
monly appear, viz. chancres ; buboes 3 ulcers and in- } 
flammation in the throat; ulcers in the mouth and | 
nofe'; eruptions, or blotches, on the furface of the bo- . 
dy ;. ulcers in different parts; nodes, and {wellings in 
the periofteum, bones, and tehdons ; excrefcences a- 
bout the anus; fwellings of the teftes s lofs of hair 
from all parts of the body ; blindnefs, lofs of hearing, 
and other anomalous fymptoms. In this order I aie 
proceed to treat of them. 
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§ 2. Of Chancres 

The firft effet which ufually refults from the ap- 
plication of the matter of Lues Venerea to any part 
of the furface of the body, is a flight degree of inflam- 
mation. The part becomes itchy, red, and in fome 
degree painful; and nature endeavouring to wafh a3 
way the irritating caufe, a quantity of ferumis thrown 
out nena the cuticle, in the form of a {mall boil or 
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Bbim*le. This foon burfts, and leaves a fore of a cor- 
-refponding’ fize, foul and floughy at the bottom, with 
hard retorted edges, and which, from the corroding 
_appearance which it affumes, has by the French been 
denominated Chancre, a term which wehave alfo a- 
dopted. 

Chancres do not appear “at any cer tain period after 
the application of the virus. I have known them form 
“in lefs than twenty-four hours, while in others fix 
‘weeks have clapfed. ‘Three or four days is the moft 
frequent period. The patient at firft feels a fenfe of 
_titulationover all the glans, and this is often productive 
ofa frequent defire to void urine. Onexamining the 
parts fome degree of tenderne({s is often perceived over 
the whole, but the chancre itfelf is feldom at firft 
Jarger than a millet feed. 

The caufe of chancres appearing at fuch different 
periods after the matter of infection has been commu- 
nicated, is not always obvious; but we may fuppofe 
it to depend i in fome degree upon the acrimony of the 
matter, and this again upon the matter being more or 
lefs diluted with ferum, mucus, or pus. It may alfo 
in fome meafure depend upon the ftate of the parts to 
which the matter is applied. As thefe are more or 
lefs irritable, inflammation will more or lefs readily 
take place from the application of the virus ; and 
where the parts to whichit is applied cannot be irri- 
tated, and where inflammation is not therefore pro- 
| duced, no chancres will enfue. 

Chancres appear occafionally over all the external 
parts of generation, and in fome inftances, even on the 
contiguous parts. I have known them form over the 
whole fcrotum, on all parts of the penis, and even on 
the lower rekion of the abdomen, immediately above 
the pubes. ‘Chey may indeed for n. @M all the foft 
parts of the body, but they are moft frequently feated 
on the glans penis, and on the preputium near to its 
connection with the glans; the former being covered 
with cuticle only, and the latter being athin produc- 
tion of the cutis,vera, both are eafily made to inflame. 
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We alfo remark that chancres are frequent about the 
frenum, from the doublings of the {kin being here par- 
ticularly apt to retain the matter by which they are 
produced, In fome inftances they form on the vera 
point of the glans, and even altogether within the — 
verge of the urethra, Here, as well as when near to- ; 
the frenum, they prove always more troublefome, and ~ 
more difficult of cure, than in other parts of the pe- i 
nis, ie 
There is fometimes only one chancre, but for the © 
moft part we meet with two, three; or even more ; 
nay, in fome inftances, they cover the prepuce almoft _ 
entirely. In this cafe, when they run Into one ano- i 
ther, none of them are diftin®, and the whole, when — 
thus connected, give the appearance of a foul ulcer, © 
with hard edges, an unequal furface, and difcharging — 
a foetid, ill-conditioned matter. , 
‘The colour, quantity, and confiftence of the matter i 
of chancres is exceedingly variable. It is ufually of 
a dirty green colour, and often tinged with red, the 
confiftence thin, and the quantity large in proportion 
to the fize of the fores, ‘This laft circumftance may 
be owing to the contiguous parts being aptto inflame, 
and although not ulcerated, to afford matter which ~ 
we cannot eatily difcriminate from the difcharge of ‘ 
the chancres. | 
In a great proportion of cafes the appearances of © 
chancres are fo nearly the fame that no perfon of ex- | 
perience can be under any doubt concerning them ; — 
but, as they fometimes vary in fize, form, and other © 
circumitances, fome difcernment is occafionally re- — 
quired to diftinguith between them and fores of a dif-_ 
ferent kind. The diagnofis of chancres is indeed a ~ 
point of much importance in practice. Weare apt to — 
conclude that every fore upon the genitals is of a ve- 
nereal nature, a circumftance which has fubjected 4 
many to much inconvenience and diftrefs. Mercury is 
commonly preicribed, but where the cafe isnot vene- — 
real no advantage is derived from it, and the patient, | 
after a tedious and painful confinement, finds the fores 
in no better ftate than at firft. In all fuch afleGtions we — 
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liable to excoriations, pimples, and other eruptive com- 


plaints, equally with the reft of the body; nor fhould 
we too rafhly fuppofe, as is frequently done, that all 
fuch appearances proceed from a venereal caufe. It is 
not often indeed that we can be in doubt upon this pojnt, 
for chancres, in moft inftances, are fo diilin@ly marked 
that there is no room to hefitate concerning them ; but 
where they do appear in a doubtful. form, and efpecially if 
the patient has been liable to affections fimilar in apear- 
ance, and ‘where no venereal taint could be fufpected, 
§ fome time fhould always be allowed to pafs before any de- 
ifive opinion isgiven. When fores of this kind are of a 
fimple, innocent nature, they ufually heal in the courfe 
of a {hort time, merely by being kept elean, while they 
‘will gradually become worfe if they are venereal if mer- 
cury be not employed, or if they are not treated with 
efcharrotic or aftringent applications. In all fuch cir- 
cumi{tances no remedy fhould be made ufe of that can ei- 
ther promote or retard the cure of the fores, till we are 
enabled by farther obfervation to afcertain of what nature 
they really are. 
We are moft apt to doubt of the nature of thefe fores, 
‘when, inftead of being fmall and circumfcribed, they 
§ {pread and occupy more fpace than chancres ufually do. 
‘A real venereal chancre is feldom fo large at firft as the 
-bafe of a fplit-pea, and the edges of the fore are elevated, 
-fomewhat hard, and painful ; but although this is very com- 
“monly the cafe, yet, in a few inftances, it is fo much 
otherwife, that inftead of a fmall circumfcribed fore, we 
obferve a flight {uperficial ulceration, not attended either 
with pain or hardnefs, and which, by the confequences 
alone, we find to be venereal. In all fuch cafes certain- 
ty will be obtained from, time and obfervation, and in no 
other manner. Nor can any harm enfue from a {hort 
delay ; for while this will commonly determine the quef- 
“tion, the fame courfe of treatment will afterwards prove 
effeftual which would have done fo at firft; and in this , 
manner fores may be often cured in the courfe of a few 
days, in which, if a courfe of mercury had once been en- 
tered upon, confinement for feveral weeks would have 
been judged advifeable. 


peel recolleét that the penis and contiguous parts are 
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Befides the variety of chancres which I have mentioned, 
there is another, which it is proper to notice. Inftead 
of appearing in the form of {mall circumfcribed pimples, 
or juperficial fores, {uch as I have defcribed, they become 
fuddenly elevated into extenfive vefications. In thefe, a 
thin, clear lymph is fometimes contained; but more oe 
guently the lymph is tinged with blood. ‘Lhe livid ap=_ 
pearance with which this is accompanied gives at firft 
caufe to fufpe¢t that mortification may enfue, and accord-_ 
ingly chancres of this defcription have ufually been judg- ' 
ed to be of a more dangerous nature than others.. I have 
not found, however, that this is the cafe. ‘“Lheir colour 
feems to depend entirely on the quantity of blood mixed) 
with the ferum which they contain, and on their contents 
being difcharged, andthe cuticle removed, the parts be~\\ 
neath have the appearance of a clean, excoriated furface, 
without being affected in any other manner. | ig 

When chancres are properly treated from their com=_ 
mencement, they commonly affume a healing appearance 
in the courfe of a few days; but in fome inftances owing | 
to neglect, in others to fome peculiarity of conftitution, 
and perhaps occafionally to the’ matter of infection having — 
been particularly virulent, inftead of becoming clean, | 
and of a red, healthy complexion, and which they always 
do before a cure takes place, they become daily more foul, © 
and at the fame time more extenfive, and if their pro-— 
grefs be not {topped by a judicious external treatment, © 
combined with a proper courfe of mercury, they proceed 
to form fores of a very confiderable magnitude. The — 
danger from thefe, when feated in the preputium, is in- 
confiderable ; but in the glans, this variety of chancre is 
apt to go to fuch a depth as to prove very alarming. ‘The — 
danger is fometimes great from the hemorrhages with ~ 
which they are accompanied, and we are often afionifhed 
at the rapid progrefs of the fores. In fome inftances they | 
extend fo quickly as to dettroy a great part of the penis in ~ 
the courfe of a few days. ; 

This rapid progrefs, which chancres in fome inftances © 
make, is, for the moft part, fuppofed to depend upon a 
fome peculiarity in the conftitution of the patient ; for, — 
in general, chancres femain. circumfcribed, and nearly 4 
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ft ory; for a great part of their i Ss But I have 
eafon to think, that in fome inilances' it proceeds 
from the nature of the matter by which they are produc- 
: I conclude that it is fo from chancres of this defcrip- 
tion being much mcre frequent at particular times than at 
c others, and from obferving them at the fame time in dif- 
ferent people receiving the infection from the fame wo- 
ma n. About two years ago I met with more inftances of 
hagadenic chancre in the fpace of three or four 
Bonths than I had feen for feveral years before, and in 
i; our of them the infection was traced to the fame woman : 
| The chancres in all of them appeared early, and made 
doch rapid progrefs that very troublefome haemorrhages 
lf dccurred from ihem in the {pace of three or four days 
from their firft appearance; and in a {mall town to 
which I was lately called for an alarming haemorrhagy, 
produced by an ulcer of this kind, the furgeon in attend- 
e informed me that in the {pace of a few weeks he had 
‘met with three inftances of the fame nature, in which 
the infection was alfo traced to the fame woman. 
Chancres of every kind, and in all their flages, are lia- 
| ble to inflame when roughly treated, particu larly when 
the parts are much fretted by walking, or riding on horfe- 
| beck. This ought to be attentively guarded againit, for 
inflammation not-only promotes the abforption of the ve- 
}nereal virus, as we {hail more particularly hereafter have 
}o ‘cafion to mention, but when it atedéts the preputium, 
} P ymofis is commonly the cenfequence, and it proves 
fa vays an untoward occurrence, as it prevents free accefs 
| to the fores betieath, a point of the firft importance in the 
} treatment of chancre. 
| In women, chancres have precifely the fame appear- 
ance as in men. They .cccur chiefly upon the internal 
arts of the labia pudendi, on the nymphe, clitoris, and. 
i; ntrance of the vagina and urethra, but they are feldom 
f Or never altoget her within either of thefe pailages. ‘They 
2 e mott frequent about the under part of thefe labia, ow- 
} ing to the matter producing them being moft apt to reft 
“here, and from the fame caufe they often form upon the: 
I perineum, near the anus. In this fituation they prove 
highly Aiflrefsful, and are more apt to terminate 
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in deep and extenfive ulceration, than in parts not fo Lidl 
ble to be injured ; for here they are fretted by every mo-. 
tion o: the limbs, nor can the patient be feated without 
prefling upon them. | 

Whether in men or women, chancres on parts covered. 
with firm fkin have a very different appearance from fuch) 
as cccur upon parts more thinly protefted. Inftead of 
fmall circumfcribed pimples, fuch as I have detcribed,| 
the fkin appezes red and tender for a day or two, and 
without being previoufly elevated into {mall veficles, ul-' 
cerations break out at once. A foetid vifcid matter oozes 
out, which, on being removed, leaves the bottom of the 
fores of a deep red colour, and their edges inflamed and 
tagged, and however entirely this matter may be wiped 
off, it is foon renewed, and in the {pace of a few hours: 
forms into a thick firm cruft, which cither remains till it | 
be torn off, or till it be completely feparated from the: 
contiguous parts by the formation of new matter beneath. 
This kind of fore is moft frequent in parts covered with 
hair, particularly about the root of the penis in men, and 
above the pubes, and on the perineum in women, 


j § 3. Of Buboes. 


A venereal bubo is a painful {welling of a Lymphatic | 
gland, produced by abforption of the venereal virus, | 
The whole furface of the body having abforbents) 
{pread upon it no contagious matter can be applied to. 
any part of it but with the rilk of injuring the confti- 
tution. In various initances of Lues Veuerea the fy{- | 
tem is infected by the matter being carried dire@ly in-. 
to the blood, but in others a {welling previoufly takes. 
place in one or more of the lymphatic glands lying be- 
tween the part to which the matter is firft applied and | 
the heart. 

Thefe glands being Ftined by convolutions of the 
lymphatic veffels, are apt to be obf{tructed by any ir- 
ritating matter which enters them. Hence a vene- 
real bubo is a very frequent fymptom of the difeafe 5 
and, as it is alfo one of thefe which gives the greateft 
diftrefs and perplexity both to patients and pradtiti- 
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oners, I fhall give a more minute defcription of it than 
might otherwife have been neceflary. 

| The points of moft importance in the hiftory of bu- 
itboes, and which we fhall therefore be particularly anx- 
ibious to afcertain, are, the ftate of parts moft favoura- 
(ible to their production; their moft frequent fituati- 
yjon ; the appearances which they affume at different 
jperiods of their duration, and the means of diftin- 
}guifhing them from other {wellings which they re- 
| femble. 
I have already obferved, that the venereal virus 
may be abforbed where the fkin is found and entire: 
\}Hence Lues Venerea may take place where no exter- 
sjual mark can be difcovered upon the part to which 
;jthe matter of infection was applied. It muft be ad- 
simitted that this is by no means a common occurrence 3 
but I have met with it in fuch a number of well 
,}marked inftances, that I have no more doubt of the 
jjfact than of any other that falls daily and clearly 
within our obfervation. It has happened too in al- 
jmoft all of thefe, that a bubo was one of the firft fymp- 
toms of the difeafe. I have now upwards of twenty 
cafes recorded of bubo taking place where not a vef- 
:}tige could be traced either of previous Gonorrheea, 
|chancre, or excoriation. | 
_ As the firfttwo or three cafes of this which occurred to 


jand undecifive practice with which they were attended,, 
|I think it right in this manner to make it known. At 
jthe time it was an eftablifhed opinion, as it ftill is with 


}ous formation of matter in the contiguous parts. Inthe | 
! ¢afes to which I allude the cure was therefore protracted. 
to a great length; fortill the nature of the difeafe became 
more obvious, and which fometimes did not happen till 
jother fymptoms appeared, the ufe of mercury, from 
}which alone relief could be obtained, was commonly 
| poftponed. ‘The {welling was either fuppofed to praceed 
jirom a ftrain in walking or ridirg, or to originate from 
Beophula, by which a good deal of time was loft to ne 
Kind of purpofe. 
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_ Ina former part of this work we have feen that fwell- 
ings take place in the glands of the groin from inflamma-= 
tion produced by gonorrhoea: ‘Thefe have, with fuffiei- 
ent propriety, been termed lympathetic buboes, and they } 
are by no means uncommon ; but the real idiopathic bus 
bo, proceeding from abforption of fyphilitic matter, is, | 
in a great proportion of cafes, preceded by fom¢ obvious 
local mark of the virus in the contiguous parts, moft fres| 
quently by chancre. ‘The matter paiies fo evidently from’ 
the chancre along the lymphatics to the contiguous glands, } 
that one or more of thefe veflels are often found hard, } 
and in a ftate of enlargement, in their courfe from the} 
fores to the glands. ‘This, in fome inftances, may hap-} 
pen from inflammation excited by the virus; in othersy 
it may be altogether the effect of obftruction to the paflage | 
of the lymph. In fome cafes the lymphatics in this ftate 
of enlargement become totally unfit for the purpofes of 
abforption ; abiceffes form in them; and on thefe burft= 
ing, they are fucceeded by troublefome fores. 
. Chancres, in all their ftages, and in every period of 
their duration, will occafionally produce buboes; but it 
is worthy of remark, that they feldom cccur but with pre- 
vious marks of inflammation: Hence bubges are moft) 
frequent in the incipient ftate of chancres, while the in- 
flammation by which they were produced {ftill prevails. 
Indeed more buboes take place during the firft eight or 
ten days from the appearance of chancre than in any 
other period of equal extent in the whole courfe of the 
difeafe. When the original inflammatory ftate of chan- 
cres is over, and the parts are merely ulcerated without 
being painful, they will continue in this fituation for a 
great length of time, without any tendency to buboes be~ 
ing perceived, till inflammation is by fome caufe or other 
induced upon them : Hence we find buboes very fre- 
quently occur foon after cauftic has been applied to chan- 
cres, and not uncommonly after the parts have been dref-. 
fed with precipitate or any irritating ointment. The pain 
which thefe occafion tends, in the firft place, to create 
fome degree of inflammation, to which buboes very fre- 
quently fucceed. , | a 
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It is not however the higher degrees of inflammation 
which prove moft favourable to the production of buboes. 
“When inflammation fuddenly takes place toa great height, 
‘and fpreads along the lymphatics leading from chancres 
the fyftem is not apt to be infected. ‘Thefe veflels ap- 
pear to be deprived by a great degree of inflammation, of 
the power of abforption, probably by their being render- 
ed impervious ; but it is equally certain, as I have al- 
teady obferved, that every flight degree of inflammation, 
as well as whatever tends to ftimulate the extremities of 
abforbents, excites them more or lefs to action, and there- 
by tends to increafe their power of abforption. Of this 
we have daily proofs in the practice of inoculating for the 
fmall-pox, where we find that infection very rarely takes 
place, perhaps not once in a thoufand inflances, if the 
‘wound at which the matter of infection was introduced is 
‘mot excited to inflame: Hence the more irritation that 
is excited at the time of inoculation the more certainly 
the difeafe is communicated. 

_ We may here mention ahother inftance of the effe& 
produced by the irritation of lymphatics in promoting ab- 
dorption. In the application of un¢tuous fubftances to the 
furtace of the body, particularly in the ufe-of mercurial 
ointment, the power of friction is univerfally admitted ; 
and we cannot fuppofe that it acts in any other manner 
than by ftimulating the abforbents of the parts. Some in- 
deed have afferted, that in matters of this kind no ad- 
‘vantage is derived from friction, and that the abforbents 
would act with equal influence although the ointment was 
merely applied to them; but this is fo directly contrary 
to the obfervation of all who have attended to the effects 
of friction in fuch cafes, that no farthér notice need be 
taken of it.* | 

_ It has been remarked that old venereal ulcers do not 
produce buboes, and this has given rife to an opinion that 
the matter produced’by thefe fores is not of a venereal na- 
ture, that is, that it would not contaminate the fy{ftem 
Were it-carried into the blood by the abforbents. Mr. 







“ * Te fees to be furprifing that Mr. Hunter fhould hazard an opinion to this 
effet. Vide Treatise on the Venereal Difeafe by John Hunter. 
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Hunter was, I believe, the firft who advanced this opini- 
on, and Ido not know that it has yet been publicly con 
troverted; but fo far as my obfervation goes I can decid-" 
edly fay that it is not well founded. I admit that buboes) » 
or fwellings of the lymphatic glands, do not often pro= 
ceed from venereal fores of long duration, ebheroagihs 
from fuch ‘as arife from infection of the fyftem 3 but ale 
though they are not frequent, yet in various inftances we 
meet with them. Ihave feen them in the neck, from 
ulcers in the throat ; in the groin, from fores on the toes” 
and feet ; and in the axilla, from ulcers on the fingers and. 
hands : and the caufe of their not being more frequent 
may be eafily explained: We have juft had occafion to” 
remark, that abforption of the matter of Lues Venerea_ 
does not often happen if the parts to which it is applied } 
do not inflame. Now we know that it is one of the moft_ 
characteriftic circtimfiances of old venereal! fores, then 
‘being feldom accompanied with inflammation. This is 
particularly the cafe’in ulcers of the throat, where inflam- 
mation {cldom takes place to any diftrefsful: height. 
Swellings of the glands in the neck very feldom hap~ 
pen therefore from this caufe, but ftill they are oc-. 
cafionally met with ; and I believe that they happen 
as frequently here, in proportion to the frequency | 
“or the trie venereal inflammation which takes place { 
in thefe fores, as in any other part of the body. 
“They occur more frequently in the groin and arm- | 
pit, from ulcers on the extremities, thar they do in? 
the neck from ulcers in the Cheat but this hap-— 
pens obvioufly from ulcers of thefe parts being more | 
apt to inflame than venereal ulcers in the throat 5 
and it ferves as a farther proof of the effed of 1 in || 
flammation in increafing the abforbent powers of the 
‘lymphatics, : 

In a for mer work I have fhewn the propriety of 
diftinguifhing vencreal ulcers into two kinds. Chan- } 
eres | would denomirate- primary ulcers, being the 
rest or fource of all farther infeCtion, while all thofe | 
may be denominated fymptomatic which arife from 
the fyphilic virus havingentered the fyftem. ‘That 
chancres fhould be more of an inflammatory nature, 
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than fymptomatic ulcers, and therefore that the mat- 
ter produced by them fhontd be. more apt to ftimulaie 
the abforbents is not furprifing ; for we can readily 
fuppofe that the matter of thefe old ulcers muft be 
rendered mild by being diluted. Even the matter of 
chancres become lIef{s virulént when the difeafe has 
been of long duration ; and the difcharge of an .ulcer- 
ated bubo, although the bubo itfelf was produced by 

a chancre, is evidently of a milder nature than the 
difcharge ‘of chancres ; for we feldom or never fee 
new buboes arife in the glands lying contiguous to an 
old bubo ina ftate of ulceration ; But we cannot fure- 
ly imagine that this proceeds from the matter of 
thefe fores not being venereal, I believe it to de- 
pend upon the caufe which I have mentioned. ‘The 
matter of a fore in this fituation muft be continually 
diluted by the lymph which is at all times pafling 
into the gland, ‘This may render it fo mild that it 
will not be capable of ftimulatipg the contiguous 
glands, fo as to torm obftru@ions in them. It will 
rather pafs ealily along with the lymph into the ge- 
neral mafs of blood ; nor will it produce any imme- 
diate or obvious efiec&t, even when it has entered the 
fyftem ; for when thus diluted by all the blood in 
the body, fome quantity muft be required to accu- 
mulate before any irritation will enfue; and “till. 
fome degree of irritation is excited no evident effect 
wil] take place. ‘It muft either exift in fuch a ftate 
of acrimony, or in fuch quantity as to be capable of 
exciting irritation in fome part of the folids, other- 
‘wife no mark of difeafe will occur from it: Hence 
may be accounted for all thofeé inftances of Lues Ve- 
nerea breaking out at very diftant periods after in- 
fection was communicated, and of the difference 
which in this refpec&t we meet with in different pa- 
tients ; the difeafe in fome breaking out in the courfe 
of two or three wecks from the time of infection, 
while in others it does not appear for eight, ten, or 
twelve months. Nay, tliere is reafon_to think that 
in fome it has not appeared till feveral years have 
elapfed, and of which I could adduce fuch proofs as 
feem to render it certain. 
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That the matter of old venereal fores is capable of 
Communicating infection few I believe will doubt, 
Many decifive proofs might indeed be given of ith, 
but I fhall only mention the following. When the 
matter of a chancre excites {welling in the contigu-_ 
ous glands we have few inftances of the virus pafling” 
into the conftitution. ‘The glands will remain en= 
larged for a confiderable time without any mark of 
the fyftem being injured, probably from the matter 
of infection being ftopped in its progrefs by the dif- 
eafed ftate of the glands; but when buboes become 
ulcerated, if mercury be not employed, the difeafe, | 
for the moft part, foon breaks out in the throat and 
other parts of the body from the matter of thefe fe- 
condary or fymptomatic fores having entered the cir- 
culation. In fome inftances, as I have mentioned 
above, aconfiderable time elapfes before the confti- 
tution is affected by the matter of thefe fores, but it 
{carcely ever fails of fhewing itfelf at laft, and not. 
unfrequently in the courfe of a fhort time ‘from the 
ulceration of the bubo taking place, ; 
- When to this we add, that fcores of this defcrip- 
tion are cured in the fame manner with every other — 
fymptom of the venereal difeafe; that they daily in-— 
creafe in depth and extent till mercury is employed 3 
and that they commonly put on a healing appearance © 
in the courfe of a fhort time after this medicine has 
been ufed, no doubt can remain of their being alto- 
gether venereal. Every praditioner knows that in | 
the treatment of venereal ulcers fores fometimes re- 
main after every attempt that we can make for cur-_ 
ing them, and long after the virus of the difeafe is 
removed by mercury. ‘This, as we fhall hereafter — 
have occafion to mention, may happen from various © 
caufes ; but it is not this ftate of thefe ulcers which © 
we have now been confidering: It is the real vene- _ 
real ulcer of which we are now fpeaking, where the 
nature of it has not been changed, nor tHe virus of 
the difeafe removed by the ufe of mercury. 

Venereal buboes are moft frequently feated in the 
groin. This neceflarily happens from the manner 
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in which Lues Venerea is ufually communicated ; for 
it is the lymphatic glands moft contiguous to the 
parts firft infected that moft commonly iwell. There 
are few inftances indeed of the virus pafling thro’ 
Pthefe and fixing upon others : Hence buboes arifing 
from ulcers of the lips and gums are feated under the 
tongue, and beneath the lower jaw ; from ulcers in 
the throat, the glands of the neck become affected ; 
from fores on the fingers and hands, the glands {well 
fabout the wrift, elbow, and in the axilla; and the 
glands about the knee, and on the upper part of the 
thigh, are moft apt to {well from fores of the toes 
fand feet. . 

In each groin, and fomewhat higher than the root 
fof the penis, there is a clufter or ftring of lympha- 
tic glands, chiefly formed by the lymphatic veffels 
fof the penis and contiguous parts. It is the moft 
contiguous of thefe glands to the penis that are mof 
| frequently obftructed by the matter of chancres. It 
is proper, however, to remark, that buboes fome- 
| times occur from the fame caufe in a ftring of glands 
| lying upwards of an inch lower than thefe, owing to 
the lymphatic veffels of the penis paffing in fome 
}inftances out of their ufual courfe and ftretching 
downto thefe glands. From want of attention to 
‘this ftruéture of parts, buboes in this fet of glands 
have commonly been fuppofed to proceed from the 
fyftem being infected, unlefs where they could be 
obvioufly traced to an ulcer in the foot or leg; but 
‘we may here obferve once for all, that buboes never 
occur from a general affection of the fyftem alone, 
‘They proceed, I believe, in every inftance from 
‘matter abforbed from a particular {pot, and produc- 
ing, as we have already perceived, obitructions in 
the lymphatic glands lying in its courfe to the heart. 
So evidently do buboes originate from local affec- 
tions, that in chancres of the penis it is commonly 
the glands in the correfponding groin that. {well. 
When a chancre is feated upon the frenum, or on 
any other part of the middle of the penis, the glends 
im both groins are equally apt to be affected ; but 
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when the chancre is confined to one fide of the - penis, 
or to one fide of the fcrotum, we meet with few in- 
{tances of the glands in the ‘oppofite groin being ob- 
{ftructed. | : 

In a great proportion of cafes only one of the 
whole ftring of glands becomes afiected ; but ocCas 
fionally it is otherwife. I have known fout diflinct 
buboes on one fide, and three on the other at the 
fame time, but here. there have always been more 
chancres than one; for the moft part indeed the pe- 
nis in fuch cafes is nearly covered with fores. 

Were the whole lymphatic glands between the 
heart and the part at which the matter of Lues Ve- 
nerea enters the fyftem, liable to be affected with it. 
this difeafe would be productive of {till worfe confe- 
quences than commonly enfue from it. Glands fitu- 
ated within the cavity of the abdomen would fwell 
and fuppurate, from which the greateft danger might 
be expected ; but this does not happen. Scarcely an | 
inftance can be adduced of any internal glands being | 
affected by the matter of fyphilis ; but this does not 
depend, as fome have imagined, upon the tendency 
of this difeafe to affect the more external parts of the 
body only. The moft obvious caufe of it is, that the. 
venereal virus is always abforbed from the furface of | 
the body; we have feen that itis always the firft glands © 
it meets with in which obftruction,occurs; andi have > 
fuggefted what appears to be the moft probable rea- 
fon of the glands fituated beyond fuch as are affect- 
ed at firft not being liable to fuffer in future, viz. the 
ftop which the fwelling of the firft of thefe glands 
gives to the farther abforption of matter, and the di- 
luted ftate of the matter in the progre{s of the dif- 
eafe, by which it becomes incapable of exciting that 
degree of irritation neceflary to produce abierption, 
or,if abforbed,that it is rendered fo mild as not readily 
to produce obftruction in any of the glands to which 
it is carried. If the matter of Lues Venerea was ap- 
plied to any internal part of SOE body, fo as to excite 
ulceration, we have no caufe to doubt of the effects 
refulting from it being the fame that enfue from the 
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external application of it. The contiguous glands 

would be firft affected, and from thence it would proceed. 
to the reit of the fyftem ; but the difeafe never being com- 

municated in this manner none of the glands feated inter- 

nally can ever be ariected. 

_ Thefe circumftances being premifed, I fhall now ennu- 

merate the appearances and fymptoms of buboes, with the 

means of diftinguifhing them from {wellings which refem- 

Biethem. It muft be kept in view that it is the real ve- 

nereal bubo of which we are now fpeaking, and not that 

inflammatory fwelling with which the glands in the groin 

are often attacked in Gonorrheea. A defcription of that 

{welling is given in Chap. III. Sect. IX. | 

} - Che moft frequent feat of bubo, as we have feen, is in 

‘the groin, and a defcription of it in this fituation will be 

fudicient. The firft fymptom of bubo is a {light degree 

of pain. This excites the attention of the patient, when 

on handling a fmall hard knot is difcovered. In fome 

‘cafes this is accompanied both with pain and tenfion, 

ftretching along an enlarged lymphatic veflel, in the form 

of a imall cord, all the way to the penis; but for the moft 

part the tumour is diftinét, and not apparently connected 

with any other affection. Even where two or more bu- 

boes take place at the fame time, although near each other, 

‘they are always diftincét and unconneéted at firft, info- 
much that the patient himfelf very commonly points them 

out 

a If mercury or other difcutients be not now employed 
the tumour becomes gradually larger, and from being, 
as it commonly is when firft perceived, of the fize of a 
kidney bean, by the eighth’or tenth day, and often foons 
er, it is ufually of the fize of a pigeon’segg. From the 
firft appearance of a bubo there is fome degree of rotun- 


ze in the form of it. In the middle it is fomewhat 


















raifed and prominent, and becomes flattened towards the 
fides, and this continues during the whole progrefs of the 
fwelling. As the ize of the tumour increafes it alfo be- 
Comes more painful, and the pain, which at frrft was con- 
“fined to the bubo itfelf, fpreads over all the contiguous 
parts. The patient complains upon the flighteft degree 
of preffure, and he cannot walk er move but with much 
“uneafinets. 
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Even when of this fize, buboes will fomeétimes be res 
moved by difcuffion; but when this does not happen, » 
the fwelling, which till this period ufually retains a cons 
fiderable degree of firmnefs, becomes in a gradual mane 
ner fofter and more prominent; the fkin, which for 
fome time retained its natural colour, becomes red and 
tender ; fome degree of fever is apt to take place, and if 
is often accompanied with flight fhivering fits. A fluctua= 
tion of matter is at length difcovered, .at firft upon the’ 
farface of the tumour, and afterwards through a confider= 
able part of the whole of it, and on this being difcharged, 
either by the tumour burfting or by an opening being 
made into it, the parts are found to have all the appear~ 
ances of a common abfcefs containing purulent matter. — — 

The time which elapfes in this progrefs of bubo, from | 
the firft appearance of the {welling till maturation is com= 
pleted, is exceedingly variable, and depends upon a num= 
ber of circumftances ; upon the age and habit of body of 
the patient; upon the degree of pain and fever which take 
place; and on the gland being fuperficial or deeply feat~ 
ed; for we find by experience that deep-feated iwellings 
do not fo eafily or fo quickly fuppurate as thofe which are’ 
immediately beneath the fkin. Where the conftitution is 
much relaxed and debilitated, buboes often remain indo- 
lent and ftationary for a great length of time, while dur- 
ing the full vigour of health and youth, they ufually come 
quickly forward: When accompanied with much pain 
and fome degrée of fever, from the firft their progrefs in 
general is rapid, while they always advanced flowly when 
the pain is inconfiderable. This general obfervation 
may be made upon the maturation of venereal buboes, 
that they fuppurate more quickly than glandular fwellings 
ef any other kind, and more flowly than common abfcef- 
fes in the cellular membrane. ‘Thofe who have not had 
much experience in this branch of bufinefs are apt to ima~ 
gine, from the defcription which they have perufed of 
- the appearances of buboes, and aie from their hav- 

ing met with a few inftances of the difeafe in its ordinary 
form, that no difficulty or doubts can occur concerning 
them; but this is far from being the cafe. Where a 
glandular fwelling, fuch as I have defcribed, appears in 
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ee groin, either during the continuance of chancres, or 
foon after fores of this nature have healed, |there will be 
no caufe to doubt of its being venereal: But buboes do 
not always appear in a fimple unmixed ftate. They are 
fometimes combined with other affections, where they 
necefiarily aflume other appearances; and they occur in 
fome inftances, as | have already mentioned, without be- 
ing preceded by the leaft veftige of ulceration. ‘This laft 
circumftance of itfelf is commonly productive of doubt, 
but the difficulty is always increafed when the {welling 
which takes place is not altogether venereal. 

_ Swellings with which buboes may be confounded, and 
from which therefore it is proper with as much accuracy 
as poflible to diftinguifh them, are of different kinds. In 
fome cafes thefe fwellings occur in a {imple unmixed ftate, 
in others they are blended with the real venereal bubo. 
_ 1. The moit frequent caufe of this kind of perplexity, 
is {crophula. When the venereal difeafe takes place in 
{crophulous conttitutions; buboes as well as almoft every 
other fymptom, not only become much more obftinate, 
but aflume appearances perfectly different from fuch as 
occur in the ordinary form of either of thefe difeafes. 
Nor is it neceflary that practitioners only fhould be ac- 
quainted with this. . It ought to be made known in the 
moft unequivocal manner to patients, otherwife they are 
apt to be perplexed and difappointed, and to blame thofe 
who have the charge of them, for what it is not often in the 
‘power of art to prevent. | 

_ Where evident fymptoms of ferophula have previoufly 
taken place, or where that difeafe obvioutfly exifts at the 
time, there is no great difficulty of convincing patients 
of any fymptom of Lues Venerea with which they are at- 
tacked, being likely to partake of it; but they fhould alfo 
know, that during the continuance ef Lues Venerea, 
fymptoms of {crophula frequently appear where that dif- 
‘eale was not previoufly fufpecied to exilt, and which other-. 
Wife might. never have taken place. Of this I have met 
With many inflances, where a {crophulous taint, which 
had till then remained concealed, broke out at once with 
‘much violence on the fyftem being infected with Lues 
Venerea. oa 
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We judge that a {welling of this kind partakes of fero- 
-phula when, inftead of yielding to a proper application: 
of mercury, or coming forward to fuppnration in the time 
which venereal buboes commonly require, it either re= 
mains ftationary or advances in that flow gradual manner 
peculiar to tumours of a fcrophulous nature. “lL umours al 
together venereal do not advance fo rapidly as commol | 
ab{ceffes, but they come much more quickly forward than” 
{crophulous fwellings. In moft inftances, a venereal bu=" 
bo that is allowed to fuppurate arrives at full maturity in| 
the {pace of four or five weeks; often in lefs time than. | 
this, from its firft commencement; whereas, when con=§ 
joined with ferophula, two or Hive months will pafs over 
before this takes place. ‘The pain, inftead of being fmart, 7 
as happens in buboes, is more of a dull obtufe nature.” 
The fwelling at firft, inftead of being firm, as we have 
defcribed it to be in buboes, is fomewhat foft and com=_ | 
prefiible, like dough; and even when matter is. fully” 
formed init, the firmnefs and tenfion attending it 1s lefs. 
Neither is the rednefs of the teguments, which takes 
place as the {welling comes forward, of fuch a bright hue_ 
as in buboes. 

This kind of conneétion between Lues Venerea andl 
fcrophula, may, in fome inftances too, be difcovered by | 
the fize of thefe tumours. ‘The true venereal! bubo is no_ 
doubt very variable in point of bulk, but it never becomes 
fo large as tumours of this mixed nature commonly do. 
Few of the former ever furpafs the fize of a pullet’s egg, | 
but the latter very commonly become two or three times } 
larger than this. I have at prefent two inftances of this 
kind of {welling ftretching from the root of the penis, 
nearly to the fpine of the ileum. 

2. Venereal buboes are very apt, in the courfe of their | 
progrefs, to be attacked with eryfipelas. When this does 
not take place till towards’the latter {tage of the {welling © 
no caufe for doubt occurs from it, as the real nature of the 
primary affection is previoufly rendered obvious. But 
when it occurs at firft, as fometimes happens, the 
practitioner, as well as the patient is thereby apt to be de~_ 
ceived. ‘Lumours of this kind, inftead of being circum- 
{cribed, with their limits diftinctly marked, as happens — 
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in buboes, are commonly diffufed, and terminate in a 
‘more imperceptible manner in the contiguous parts. In- 
fiead of the vivid complexion of common inflammation, 
‘they are of a more deep copper colour, and the inflamma- 
tion which taxes place occurs fuddenly, inftead of ap- 
proaching im a more gradual manner. 

! may aifo semark, that the pain in thefe fwellings ac- 
‘companied with eryfipeias, gives more diitrefs from the 
feniation which it communicates of a burning degree of 
heat than we ever meet with from thefe lancinating pains 
“which toxé place in the latter {tages of the true venereal 
bubo. 
® ‘Lomber abfceffes have in fome inftances been mif- 
takew for buboes. ‘This, however, may at all times be 
ealily avoided, and can never occur but from ignorance 
or inatiention. Any perfon of experience will eafily dif- 
tinguifh by examination with his fingers, the difference 
between the one and the other. In the one the {welling 
is feated in the cellular fubtiance, while it is in the body 
of a gland in the other. Whoever has once handied 
thefe different parts in a tumified flate will be at no lofs 
to diftinguith between them; and to thofe who have not 
had this opportunity it is perhaps impoffible to mark the 
difference by any defcription that can be given of it. I 
“may remark, however, that thefe two fwellings'are for the 
mott part fufficiently diftinguifhed by the fymptoms which 
‘precede and attend them. If buboes be not always pre- 
ceded by chancres, lumber abfcefles are univerfally at- 
tended with pain about the fmall of the back and in the 
loins. ‘This fymptom indeed very commonly occurs as a 

fore-runner to the appearance of the tumour in the groin, 
_and almoft in every inftance, before the tumour «ppears, 
the patient is much debilitated by the fever with which he 
is attacked from the firft formation of the difeafe, and 
which never in any confiderable degree happens in bubo. 
4. In fome cafes, both inguinal and foemeral hernie 
have been miftaken for buboes. Of this I have known 
different inftances with patients; nor is it furprifing that 

it fhould be fo, for both kinds of {welling appear nearly 
in the fame part; they are neither of them attended with 
any alteration in the colour of the fkin, when they. firil 
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appear, and they are both, for the moft part, accompa- 
nied with fome pain; but ftill the difference between 
them jis fo obvioufly marked that’ one can {carcely fuppofe 
it poffible for any practitioner, however ignorant he might 
be, to fall into any difficulty upon this point, did we not 
know that in different inftances it had happened. Hernie 
have not only been miftaken for buboes, but buboes have 
been treated as hernie. s 

Befides the very marked diftinétion which occurs be- 
tween buboes and herniz, in the appearances and other 
circumftances immediately connected with the tumours, 
and with which every practitioner ought to be acquainted, 
herniz is for the moft part fufficiently diftinguifhed from 
the other by the ficknefs, obftruction of the bowels, and 
other fymptoms with which it is accompanied, and which 
ought alfo to be fo generally known that to enumerate 
them more particularly would be altogether unneceflary. 


5. Ulcers in the feet and legs, from whatever caufe © 


they may arife, occafionally produce fwellings in the 
glands of the thighs: ‘Thefe, in fome inftances, have 
been miitaken for buboes. The chief means of diftinc- 
tion are thefe; our knowledge of the exiftence of fuch a 
fore as we have found by experience to be productive of 
tumours of this kind ; the feat of the tumours, thefe fwel- 
Jings being commonly on the fore part of the thigh, and 
fomewhat Jower than the ordinary feat of buboes; and 
laftly, their being attended with little or no pain, and 
very feldom proceeding to {uppurate, but rather continu- 
ing indolent, and nearly of the fame degree of hardnefs 
from the firft. Hven when they do contain matter the 


fkin feldom lofes its colour; a circumftance which never 


happe: ~3 with buboes in a ftate of fuppuration. 


Women labouring under the venereal difeafe are ~ 


equally liable to buboes with men ; ; and the difeafe is 


do exattly fimilar in both that a defcription of itin the © 


one fex rendersit almoft unneceflary to fpeak of it in 


the other. ‘Tic only circumftance in which they — 


are different is the fituation of the tumours. 


From the courfe of the lymphatics not being exat- 


fy the fame in women the {ite of buboes in them muft 
necefiarily be different. I met with one inftance of 
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the fwelling exa&ly upon the middle of the mons ve- 
neris ; for the moft part, however, they are fituated, 
, on the courfe of the round liga: nts, near to where 
- theyenter the abdomen, or higher in the groin, fome- 
i what nearer the pudendum; than in men. Thefe 
laft become equally large with buboes in men; but 
the others, it has been remarked, remain fmall, and 
{till more circum{cribed than buboes in their ordinary 
fituation. 

The fymptoms we have hitherto been defcribing, 
viz. chancre and bubo, are at firft always local; that 
is, they are never prodiced by, although they are 







_ the conftitutional {tate of the venereal difeafe. This 
_ has induced fome to treat of thefe fymptoms as dif- 
ting and unconnected with the conftitutional affecti- 


ing £6, were it poilible to determine when the matter 


ee aa 


g of chancre or of bubo has entered the fy{tem or not. 
But fo far as I know this has never been done ; and 
_ there is much caufe to imagine that no attempt to- 
i wards it will ever prove fucce(fsful. Some ingenuity 
| has been fhewn in endeavouring to afcertain the time 
which muft elapfe between the appearance of chancre 
and abforption by the lymphatics ; and even during 
this period, the difeafé, it is {aid, fhould be confidered 
as local. To me, Howes ver, all fich attempts appear 
to be both futile and dangerous. ‘The point in quef- 
nei can never, in’ my opinion, be afcertained ; and 
while the contrary idea prevails, the conftitution 

~ would in many inftances-be injured, as it would be ve- 
Bry apt to lead, as with fome it has ‘already done, toa 
very hazardous practice, a dependence in the treat- 
- ment of thefe fymptoms upon local remedies. Chan- 
_ cres and buboes may both remain in a local {tate for a 
“great length of time. Nay, it is poffible that their 
cure might fometimes be accomplifhed without any of 
the matter arifing from them entering the conilituti- 
pO ; but. as this is mere conjecture, as'we h* c 10 
method of knowing when this might b= th« end 
as we know from daily obfervat or eve- 





very commonly productive of, what may be called 


on; and there would be much propriety in their do- 
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vy inftance the conftitution is injured evem by the 
flighteft degree of thefefymptoms, I judge it in every 
refpec& better to treat of them as conftitutional af- 
fections. 

ihe: next fympton. we have to ‘gary ibe is univer- 


fally allowed to originate from the virus wy hen it has | 


entered the fyftem. 
§ 4. Of the Venereal Sore Throat, 


From whatever part of the bedy the matter of fy- 
philis may have entered the lymphatics, we find that 


it is more apt to attack the throat than any other | 


part. This does not happen, however, at any certain 


period, J have known it fix upon the throat in the > 


courfe of ten days from the firft appearance of a chan- 
cre, while in fome inftances it remains perfe@ly found 








till feveral months after every external mark of the | 


difeafe has difappeared. 


In addition to what has already been faid upon this — 
pointI may obferve, that the throat, as well as other | 


parts of the body, are moft apt to be foon affected 
when no buboes take place. When the matter paffes 
dire&ly into the fyftem, along the abforbents, the in- 
fection fhews itfelf more early than where it is firft 


{topped by buboes, and afterwards taken up by the 


lymphatics on thefe fwellings becoming ulcerated. 


In the venereal fore throat the patient is ufually — 


diftreffed with fome degree of uneafinefs in f{wallow- 
ing for fome days before his attention is much excit- 
ed towardsit. He feelsa fenfation of fulnefs and ten- 
dernefs, but not much pain. In fome cafes this pre- 
_vails over the whole throat, but for the moft part on 
one fide only. Unlefs there has been fome recent 
caufe for fufpicion the difeafe is attributed to cold; 
but the fymptoms continuing, and an infpection being 
made, an ulcer isin moft inftances difcovered on the 
. part of which he complained in fwallowing. 

Thefe ulcers in fome cafes make their firft appear- 
ance upon the uvula, but they are much more frequent 
upon one of the amygdale. On firft infpedtion they 
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_are commonly fmall, but always foul, and accompani- 
ed with fome degree of fulnefs or {welling, and with 
an eryfipelatous rednefs of the contiguous parts. 

In mnoft inftances the ulcer remains ftationary for a 
confiderable time, not going deeper than the thick- 
nefs of a fhilling, nor {preading to any greater extent 
than it occupied at firit ; but inothers, unlefs the moft 
effectual remedies are immediately employed, the ul- 
cer not only becomes deeper, but ipreads to a great 
extent, and in fome cafes with fuch rapidity, that J 
have known the uvula and all the contiguous parts 
affected in the courfe of afew days. In fome the ul- 
cer, in its courfe, gives only the appearance of foul- 

_nefs to the contiguous parts, which become covered 
with a yellow coloured flough, fomewhat refembling 
_ the buffy coat of inflammatory blood, while in others 
_ it {preads in the form of a corroding fore, and deftroys 
all the parts as it goes along. . It fometimes deftroys 
agreat part of the tonfil before leaving it, butit more 
frequently {preads along the arch reaching from the 
ton{il, on which it is feated, to the uvula, and which, 
together with the contiguous parts of the velum 
pendulum palati, are commonly deftroyed before the 
- other tonfil becomes affected. 
- Even in thisadvanced ftate of thefe ulcers the pa- 
tient feldom complains of much pain, if it be not dur- 
_ ing the action of fwallowing. A general uneafinefs is 
felt over the throat, but the pain is never fo acute as 
the extent and appearances of the fores would give 
-caufe to expect. Wherever much pain takes place, 
we find that it proceeds not from the fores but from 
that kind of eryfipelatous rednefs with which the 
contiguous parts are very apt to be affected, and by 
which fuch a diftrefsful burning fenfation is fometimes 
induced over the whole throat as renders the patient 
-atall times very uneafy. 

In fome cafes of the venercal fore throat this in- 
flammatory rednefs takes place without any ulcerati- 
on, If not prevented by mercury, ulcers would no 
doubt form at laft; but I have known the parts re- 


_ 





eR. ' Or tHe Symptoms. \ AOS 

main f{welled, and accompanied with that’ deep 
copper-coloured complexion which is very charace- 
riftic of thefe affections, for feveral weeks together, 
and without any degree of ulceration being perceptible. 
The difeafe in this flate, although it is commonly fixed on 
one fide of the throat at firft, is very apt to léave it fud- 
denly and go to the other; and this we find will happen 
again and again, till the one fide becomes ulcerated, by 
which it is kept fixed to a particular fpét. 

Where the throat is affected in this manner, that is, 
where it is attacked both with the venereal virus and ery- 
fipelas,a very diftrefsful fymptom commonly takes place, | 
a conttant heat and irritation over the whole fauces,.by 
which the patient is kept-under a perpetual defire of clear- 
ing his throat, of an acrid, vifcid mucus, with which it be- 
comes fo much ftuffed from time to time as to render a 
great deal of exertion for this purpofe neceflary ; and it 
prevails equally at all times, even during meals, and when 
the patient fhould be at reft. 

‘That it is chiefly by the irritability which takes place 
here that this acrid mucus is produced I conclude, to be 
the cafe, from finding that nothing tends fo much to re-_ 
move it as foothing anodyne applications, SO RpOMRRE: with. 

the internal ufe of opiates. | 

It is commonly too in this inflammatory ftate of fore. | 
throats that patients in Lues Venerea are feized with deaf- 
nefs. Deafnefs may happen from other caufes, as we fhall 
afterwards have occafion to mention, but in this cafe I be- 
lieve it to proceed from the inflammation {preading to the 
tuba euflachiana, fo as to render it impervious. Inflam- 
mation may att in producing deafnefs, either by ftuffing 
this pafiage with mucus, or. by exciting adhefion between 
the fides of the duct. Inthe one cafe the deafnefs may 
only be temporary, but in the other it muft ne OHATEY to 
a certain degree, remain permanent. 

In moft inftances the venereal fore throat does not co 
deeper than the foft parts ; producing fores, fuch as I have 
defcribed, of various degrees of magnitude; but where the | 
difeafe has either been too long neglected, or where mer- 
cury and other remedies employed do not prove fucceis- — 
ful, the bones themfelves come in fome cafes to fuffer. I | 
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- have known the body of the upper vertebre of the neck 
_ affected in this manner, and it not unfrequently attacks 
» the bones of the palate and back part of the nofe. 

, One of the mott diftrefsful cireumftances which practi- 
tioners meet with in difeafes of the throat is, the uncertain- 
ty of diflinguifhing between venereal afieCtions of thefe 
parts and others which refemble them, by which a good 
deal of time is either altogether loft, or employed with much 
doubt and undecifion. From this caufe alone ulcers are 
fometimes allowed to fpread, where it might eafily have 
been prevented by a timeous ufe of mercury ; and in other 

‘inftances patients are put upon the ufe of this remedy 
where it ought by no means to be employed. 

The complaints moft apt to be miftaken for venereal. 
affections of thefe parts are, thofe ulcers which occafion- 


tion, and fuch as fometimes take place as the confequence 
of too much mercury having been ufed, or of the patient 
being expofed to cold while under a courfe of mercury. 
The chief means of diftinction between venereal ulcers 
of the throatand fuch as fucceed to inflammation are thefe ; 
ulcers from inflammation very commonly fupervene upon 
abfceffes ; they are ufually clean, and of a florid red ap- 
pearance, and accompanied with a good deal of pain. 
The venereal ulcer again feldom or never produces ab- 
fcefs, and in the firft place it always forms upon the fur- 
face. It is never clean till remedies have been employed 
for rendering it fo ; and although it is always accompani- 
ed with fome uneafinefs, the pain attending it is never fo 
| fevere as in the other. I may alfo remark, that in the com- 
_ mon inflammatory fore throat the contiguous parts do not 
ufually affume that eryfipelatous colour which very univer- 
-fally takes place in venereal ulcers, nor are they apt to 1n- 
duce that plentiful fecretion of acrid mucus, and the 
_fymptoms which énfue from it, which we have {hewn to 
_be frequent confequences of the other. , 
We thall hereafter have occafion to fpeak more particu- 
“larly of that variety of fore throat arifing from the eflects of 
cold when under mercury, as well as from an over-quan- 
tity of mercury having been employed. At prefent I may 
remark, that this is diftinguifhed from the venereal fore 
Vor. II. : 
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ally fucceed to long continued cafes of catarrhal inflamma- 
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throat by a very confiderable fulnefs or fwelling, not only 
in both amygdale of the throat, but over the whole fauces, 
together with fome degree of tumefaction of the parotid 
gland, as well as of all the falivary glands; circumftances 


- by no means connected with venereal attections of thefe 


parts. The parts are not fo apt to ulcerate as in the vene- 
real difeafe, and any floughy appearance which takes place 
upon chem, inftead’ of being of a buffy colour, as happens: 
in the other, is white and milky, fomewhat refembling — 
thofe apthous crufts fo frequently met with in the mouths 
of new-born infants. Thefe floughs too are more exten- _ 
five than they ever are in venereal fore throats. In the 
latter they are always confined to fuch parts as are inflam- 
_ ed, while, i in the other, they commonly extend)a confider- 
“able way over the contiguous’ parts. | 
The natural unequalities on the furface of the amygdalze 
have, in fome inftances, when in a flate of inflammation, 
been miftaken for venereal ulcers; this, however, may al- 
ways be avoided, and never can happen but from i igno- 
rance or jnattention. 





§ 5. Of Kenereal Ulcers.in the Naje and Mouth, 
4 

Chancres, or primary venereal ulcers, rife occafion- 
ally, as we have already had occafion to remark, both in 
the nofe and mouth; but fores of this defcription, where- 
ever they are feated, having been already defcribed in 
§ 2. of this fection, we are now to treat of thofe only 
which originate from the fyftem being infected. 

Next to the throat the matter of this difeafe fixes moft 
frequently upon the ‘nofe, which, fo far as I have had: 
opportunities of obferving, is more apt to be attacked 
with it than the mouth. I need fcarcely obferve, how- 
ever, that fome variety occurs in this. In a few cafes the 
mouth is attacked before either the nofe or throat. In 
others the diteafe appears firft j in the nofe ; but in‘a great 
proportion of cafes it follows the progrefs I am now de- 
{cribing ; after having for fome time fixed upon the ~ 
throat it goes to the nofe, if the difeafe is not ftopped in ~ 
its courfe by a proper ufe of mercury. We may alfo re- 
mark, that although the ulcers in the throat fhould be’ d 
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cured by mercury, if a fufficient quantity of the medi- 
_ cine be not employed for eradicating the virus, the dif- 
 eafe, when it again breaks out, will appear moft readily © 
_ upon the nofe, in the fame manner as if no mercury 
_ had been made ufe of. This, however, is not univer- 
_ fally the cafe; for in many inflances we find it moft apt 

to return to the parts where it was laft feated, and after 

again fixing upon the throat it proceeds to the nofe, as it 

would have done at firft if no interruption had been given 
-toit. 

_It does not however attack every part of the nofe in- 
| qvcniminaagy: Some have remarked that the matter of 
this difeafe has a particular tendency to fix upon the ex- 
- ternal parts of the body, that this always happens in the 

firft inftance, and when it proceeds from thefe to fuch as 
are more deeply feated that it does fo with fome regulari- 
_ ty, by attacking fuch parts firft as are moft thinly cover- 
ed. This, however, does not happen with any, kind of 
regularity, and feems only to have been noticed for the 
_ purpofe of fupporting an opinion. Initead of going firit 
to the fkin, which it would do were this opinion well 
- founded, the throat, as we have juft feen, is moft apt to 
_ be affected; and when it afterwards attacks the nofe 
and mouth, it is not even the moft external parts of thefe 
that are firft apt to fuffer. | 
In a few inftances the difeafe no doubt appears firft 
b upon the outward parts of the nofe, but in by much 
_the greateft number the more internal parts are pre- 
; vioufly affected. The patient at firft complains of a 
troublefome {toppage in one of his noftrils, accom- 
beied with fome degree of tendernefs and pain at a 
‘particular point. This is often fo deeply feated in 
the noitril that it cannot be feen, being moft fre- 
_ quently upon fome part of one of the offa {pongiola 5 
_ but when the under part of the pafflage is affected, 
together with a fulne{s of the membrane of the nole, 
. {mall foul ulcer is perceived, which is either co- 
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yvered with a white flough, or a firm brown cruft, 
_ and on this being removed, although the parts be- 


‘neath may appear clean and red, they foon become 
* equally foul and floughy as before. 
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In the commencement of thefe affections, the dif- 
charge is commonly inconfiderable ; but on a longer 
continuance, the matter forms in greater quantities, 
when it ufually becomes thin and very feetid. If the 
ulcer is feated upon any part of the offa {pongiofa, 
the bone foon becomes difeafed, and the matter ac- 
quires a black dirty colour ; it becomes larger in 
quantity, and the foetor ftill more confiderable than 
at firft. In this ftage of the difeafe large portions of 
thefe bones are apt to feparate and come away ; but © 
before coming to this length, other fymptems have 
commonly made their appearance. A weeping cye, 
as it is termed, or a conftant flow of tears over the 
cheek, frequently occurs in this ftage of the difeafe, 

- owing tothe under end of the lachry mal du&, which 

terminates behind the os fpongiofum inferins being 
apt to be ftopped by the difeafe of this bone. The 
fenfe of {melling becomes impaired, and in fome is 
entirely deftroyed ; and the figure of the nofe is at 
laft aftefted, in the firft place becoming fwelled, red, 
and painful, upon the parts immediately above thole 
that are ulcerated, and afterwards lofing its promi- 
nency by the bones of which it is formed coming 
away. ‘This does not happen while the difeafe is 
confined to the fpongy bones of the nofe, but 
the feptum itfelf becomes affected, in wihian cafe 
there is always much hazard of the. face being disfi- 
gured by this bone giving way, when the nofe is apt 
to fall nearly or entirely flat. 

This is the ufual courfe of ulcers in the nofe ; but — 
inftead of attacking the internal parts in the firft in- 
ftance, we meet with them occafionally upon the car- _ 
, tilaginous parts of the nefe, in which cafe they com- 

monly begin with fome degree of inflammation of the 
fkin, After the fkin has remained red and tender for 
fome time, {mall ulcerations appear upon it, and 
thefe at laft running together, a fore of more or lefs 
extent is formed by the whole. Like all other vene-. 
real fores, ulcers in this fituation are always foul ; 
the matter they difcharge is thin and offentive, and 
the fkin for fome way round their edges is of an ery- 
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fipelatous red colour. When the cartilaginous fub- 
ftance of the nofe becomes affected, they often put on 
_ a Cancerous appearance; nor has mercury ‘the effec 
_ of {topping their progre{s fo readily here, as in other 
| parts of the body: This has in fome inftances been 
the caufe of venereal ulcers in this part being treat- 
ed as cancers, by which, even after being extirpated, 
_ the difeafe has again returned, when a cure might 
_ eafily have been accomplifhed by the mercury hav- 
_ ing been continued for a due length of time at firft, 
_ Every part of the mouth is occafionally the feat of 
' venereal ulcers; but although they appear from time 
_ to time on the infide of the cheeks and on the gums, 
| they are moft frequent upon the palate and on the 
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tongue. In other parts of the mouth the ulcers ap- 

pear without any previous warning, being for the 
-moft part fully formed as foon as the part affected is 
; examined by the patient, and which is commonly 
done foon after it begins to excite any uneafinefs ; 
t but in the palate no ulceration takes place till the 
| parts have been inflamed for fome time. A deep 
_ copper-coloured fpot is at firft perceived fomewhere 
_ between the uvula and middle of the palate. This 
at laft becomes ulcerated; and it is worthy of re- 
mark, that in no part of the body do venereal fores 
advance with fuch rapidity as they do here. In this 
refpect they are different even from venereal fores 
in the throat. Thefe laft, as we have already had 
_oceafion to remark, feldom proceed to any great 
depth, nor do they advance with much quicknefs ; 
‘but here their progrefs is not only rapid but they go 
at once to the full depth of all the foft parts cover- 
ing the bones, and in moft inftances foon do much— 
_ injury to the bones themfelves. I have known the 
bones of the palate become difeafed in the courfe of a 
few days from the firft appearance of ulceration ; and 
it is by no means uncommon to find a great part of 
she velum pendulum palati deftroyed in the {pace of 
a few days from the time that it was firft perceived 
‘to be affected. 
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Venereal ulcers of thefe parts have at times been mifta- 
ken for, and treated as ulcers of a very different kind, but 
with due attention this may perhaps in every inftance be 
prevented. We are more apt to fall into the error of 
treating other fores as venereal. | 

Both in the mouth and nofe venereal ulcers have been 
miftaken for cancerous fores; and in the nofe they fome- 
times bear a refemblance to herpetic affections. From 
both of thefe we diftinguifh them not only by the hiftory 
of each particular cafe, but by the different appearances 
which thefe affections actually aflume. Where a patient 
with herpetic eruptions on other parts of his body is at-_ 
tacked with fores of a fimilar nature upon his nofe or lips, 
there will be reafon to conclude that they originate from 
the fame caufe ; but where this is not the cafe, and par- 
ticularly when it is found that the patient either labours — 
under Lues Venerea at the time, or that he was lately af- 
fected with it, and not properly cured, this of itfelf will - 
give ground to imagine that they are venereal. Herpetic | 
fores feldom go to a greater depth than the fkin ; whereas 
venereal ulcers, whether on the nofe or lips, are apt to pe- 
netrate deep into the parts upon which they are feated. 

Cancerous fores are diftinguifhed from thefe, as well as | 
from every other variety of ulcer, by the fchirous hard-— 
nefs in the parts affected with which in every part of the 
bedy they are accompanied ; and they are particularly dif- 
tinguifhed from venereal ulcers by the {mart fhooting pains 
which they always excite ; a fymptom which does not ufu- 
ally occur in the others. mee 

‘The mouth is equally liable with the throat to fores from 
an over quantity of mercury, and from patients being ex- 
pofed to cold when under the ufe of it. Thefe are more 
difficult to diftinguifh than any others from the real vene- 
real ulcer; for befides the refemblance which in fome cir- 
cumftances they bear to them, as they commonly occur 
while the patient is under cure of fome fymptom of fyphi- 
lis, this of itfelfis apt to create fufpicion concerningthem. | 
Independent of this, the very fituation of the fores gives — 
{ome caufe to fuppofe that they may be venereal, fo that — 
we are readily induced to confider every ulcer on thefe 
parts as being of this nature. | 
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: _ Sores arifing from this effect of mercury, although fome- 
what refembling the true venereal ulcer, are readily 
enough diftinguifhed from it by whoever has paid attenti- 
on to this branch of bufinefs. Venereal ulcers are cir- 
-cum/fcribed, and in the mouth, whether upon the infide of 
the lips, cheeks, gums, or tongue, they are always of a 
corroding and fomewhat of acancerous appearance. There 
is feldom at firft more than one fore, which does not, how- 
-€ver; continue long flationary, for in this fituation vene- 
teal fores extend quickly. Now fores arifing from mer- 
cury are always ditiufed, and we commonly find them in 
different parts of the mouth at the fame time. Like the 
frit appeaiance of the venereal ulcer in thefe parts, they 
are always juperficial, but they have not that corroding af- 
pect which the other aflumes; and although foul and 
floughy, their colour is materially different from thofe that 
are venereal. ‘lhe latter are commonly of a dirty brown 
‘colour, in fome initances with a flight tinge of yellow; 
‘whereas the other has always a whitifh appearance, as if the 

‘patient had newly been drinking milk. 
_ The fituation of the fores alfo affords fome means of 
| diftinétion. ‘Thofe arifing from mercury feem to be in- 
| duced chiefly by the preffure of the teeth and gums upon 
‘thofe parts that are more particularly ated upon by the 
| medicine;. fo that we always find them where the {welling 
| is greateft, and the preflure moft confiderable: Hence 
: y are moft frequent on the fides of the tongue, near to 
angles of the jaw; and on the infides of the cheeks; 
and when they take place in one of thefe fituations, we 
ifually find them prevail over the others. Now the true 
| venereal ulcer attacks one part juft as readily as another ; 
feldom at firft more than one part at once, and we find it 
| juft as frequent upon the upper part of the tongue, and on 
| te under part of the mouth between the tongue and the 
h, where preffure has little or no influence, as in any 

her part. 

With due attention to thefe appearances, and to the 
| iftory of the cafe, fo practitioner of obfervation will ever 
‘emain long in doubt; but where any uncertainty takes 
place, the beft method of removing it is to defift entirely 
om the ufe of mercury. If the fores are venereal they 


£0 Or THe Symproms Ch. IV. 


will foon become worfe, if not, they will foon difappear 
when the {welling and tendernefs induced by the mercu- 
ry are gone. I think it proper, however, to remark, that 
fores of this kind do not always heal as foon as might be 
expected. In fome inftances, the {welling of the mouth, 

produced by mercury, continues for a great length of time. 
1 have known it in avery obvious manner more than two 
months after any mercury had been exhibited. In fuch 
cafes, the fores proceeding from this caufe do not readily 
heal ; and where due weight is not allowed to this circum- 
ftance, more mercury is in fuch a fituation very often giv- 
en, by which the conftitution is not only apt to be injured 
but the very fores for which the medicine was prefcribed 
are rendered worfe. In fome cafes this no doubt proceeds 
from inattention or want of experience on the part of the, | 
practitioner; but it alfo originates from the fear and anx- 
iety of patients, who, doubting of the real nature of the 
fores, and dreading their influence upon the conftitution, 
are often fo impatient, that in a concealed manner they 
perfevere in the ufe of mercury long after ig have been 
defired to lay it afide. . 

IT have intifted the more upon this point from a very 
confiderable number of cafes having fallen within my own 
knowledge of the moft diftrefsful confequences being pro- 
duced by meafures of an oppofite nature being peneneres 
in. 

Patients in general are fo eafily alarmed with whatever — 
gives the leaft caufe to fufpe@ that the virus is not entirely 
removed, that even the moft unfling circumftances, when 
treated with inattention by practitioners, may be followed | 
with very important confequences. A fpoiled tooth, with 
tharp ragged edges, is very api to produce a fore upon that 
part of the cheek or tongue to which it is contiguous; and 
as it takes place in a flow imperceptible manner, without 
exciting pain, arid produces a foul fore, fomewhat refem- 
bling a venereal ulcer, if the real caufe of it be not difco- 
vered and removed, very troublefome confequences are 
apt to enfue from it. From this caufe alone I have known 
a patient put under a tedious courfe of mercury, which, 
with very ordinary attention, might have been prevented ; 
for wherever an ulcer forms, either on the infide of the 
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‘Cheek, or on the tongue, the ftate of the contiguous teeth 
fhouild be examined; and where any fpicule, or inequa- 
_ lities are difcovered, they fhould be completely removed, 
and due time allowed for the fores afterwards to heal, be- 
fore any other method of cure is recommended. 


§ 6. Venereal Blotches. 


Next to the parts which we have mentioned, the mattér 
of Lues Venerea is moft apt to fix upon the furface of the 
body in the form of eruptions, or what are commonly term- 
‘ed blotches. Ina few cafes the fkin is afefted before ei- 
_ ther the throat, nofe,; or mouth; but this is by no means 
. frequent. a 
~ Every part of the body is liable to thefe blotches, but 
_ they appear more frequently on fome parts than on others. 
' The caufe of this is difficult to explain, for when the whole 
fyftem is affected we cannot @ priori fay why one part 
fthould more readily be attacked than another, but there is 
no doubt of the fact. In accounting for this difeafe fixing 
_ moit frequently upon the throat, nofe, and mouth, fome 
_ have ingenioufly fuggefted that there is probably fome par- 
ticular attraction between mucus and the matter of this 
difeafe, from thefe parts being plentifully fupplied with 
mucous glands; and mercury being particularly apt to af- 
_ fect thefe parts, while we know that mercury in every form 
_ very readily combines with mucus, a theory has been built — 
_ upon this to account for the action of mercury in the cure 
of the difeafe. Admitting the opinion to be well found- 
_ ed, but which does not appear to be the cafe, ftill it would 
mot account for the matter of this difeafe being particu- 
tarly apt to fix upon the fkin, periofteum, and bones, parts 
which are lets plentifully fupplied with mucous glands 
than any others of the body. Neither does the idea hold 
good here which we have already had occafion to notice, 
_and which fome have endeavoured to fupport, of the mat- 
ter of this difeafe having a particular attraction for parts 
that are moft expofed tothe atmofphere. In the rife and 
_ progrefs of the venereal eruption the reverfe of this ap- 
_ pears to be the cafe. 
Vou. If. B 
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Lhave obferved above, that every part of the bo- 
dy is liable to be attacked with thefe blotches; but 
we find from daily obfervation, that they appear 
both more frequently and more early in the diifeafe, 
on fuch parts as are kept well covered than on thofe 
that are not covered atall. Weno doubt meet with 
them both on the face and hands; but for one in- 
ftance of this we have eight or ten of their appearing 
upon the breaft and arms; and next to thefe, they 
attack in fucceffion, and with fome regularity, the 
fhoulders, thighs, legs, feet, and hands. Of thefe 
laft the extremities of the toes are often the parts 
firft affected, particularly the parts lying beneath and 
round the nails. 

Eruptions of this kind excite ro pain: a flight de- 
gree of itchy uneafinefs is the firft fenfation wh'ch | 
they produce. When examined in this flate, they 
are found to confift of a number of {mall difting& 
_ blotches, fcarcely rifing above the furface of the fur- 
rounding parts, and feldom exceeding the fize of a 
fixpence. ‘They are of a pale red colour, and when 
fmartly rubbed the cuticle falls off in the form of 
fine bran, leaving the fkin beneath fomewhat more 
deeply tinged with red. The fkin, however, does 
not appear to be otherwife injured ; and when the — 
blotches are allowed to difappear of themfelves as 
they commonly do, the fkin is, for a eonfiderable 
time, found to be perfectly found, and net even al- 
tered in colour. | 

But although eruptions of this kind difappear from 
time to time, no advantage is gained by this; they 
either proceed from one part to another, or they 
attack the fame parts with more violence. [In re- 
turning upon parts where they have been before, the 
cuticle is more elevated from the {kin beneath; and 
on being removed, the {kin itfelf is found to be either 
fomewhat inflamed or in a ftate of tendernefs ap- 
proaching to ulceration. The fkin not being ina 
{tate fit for producing cuticle, a feab or cruft now 
forms upon thefe tender parts. In the courfe of a few 
days matter forms beneath, which for fome time — 





Seét. II. or Luts VENEREA. 43 


- oozes out at the fides, till the cruft {eparating and 
falling off, the foundation is thus formed of the 
true venereal ulcer, of which a defcription will af- 
terwards be given. | 

In fome cates thefe red, or rather mottled blotches 
initead of proceeding toa {tate of ulcerin the mannet 
I have juit defcribed, are all covered over with an 
infinite number ef very {mall pimples, each of which 
contains matter; and from thefe running together, 
a cruit is formed, which likewife falls oif at laft, and | 
leaves the parts in a ftate of ulceration. 

When blotches take place among the hair, which 
they frequently do, as they do not in their firft ftage 

-rife much above the level of the furrounding parts, 
and as they never in this ftate create much uneafi- 
nefs, they are feldom perceived till a {cab or cruft 
begins to form, and as the matter on oozing out 

ets matted into flakes with the hair, we are longer 
in this fituation than in other parts of the body, of 
getting a view of the parts beneath, which, on the 

_cruft -falling off, are always in a ftate of ulceration, 

forming what is commonly termed the corona ve- 
neris. 
__ In the palms of the hands and foles. of the feet the 
firmnefs of the fkin prevents thefe blotches from ap- 
pearing fo obvioufly as in other parts. The cuticle 
is here either feparated in broad flakes, carly in the 
difeafe, or if it is fo firm as to confine the matter for 
a confiderable time, it at laft burfts out, when the 
parts beneath are found to be ulcerated. 

It is chiefly in this eruptive ftate of the difeafe that 
it attacks the nails of the fingers and toes. ‘The cu- 
ticle which furrounds them is perceived to be red 
and tender ; the parts below the nails alfo become red, 
and the nails at laft become loofe, and fall off. 

The complaints moft fimilar to venereal blotches, 
and with which they have frequently been confound- 
ed, are all the variety of herpetic eruptions, particu- 
larly fuch as are dry, and do not yield matter. 
There is one remarkable difference between them 
in the nature of the matter which they afford, The 
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matter of the true venereal eruption is fo tough and 
vifcid that it does not crack, and commonly re- 
mains upon the parts perfectly entire, till it feparates 
and comes away ; whereas in herpes, although the 
matter is in one yariety of the difeafe of a vifcid elu- 
tinous nature, it does not form into flakes, as it very 
- univerfally does in Lues Venerea. It fometimes forms 
into crutts, but thele break and come away in {mall 
pieces. 
_ In herpes the eruption appears moft frequently in 
the form of a circle and the parts which it furrounds 
appear to be found : Hence by the common people it 
it is ufually termed. ring- worm, Thefe circles or 
rings are of every variety of fize, but they are fel- 
dom lefs than a half-crown piece. Now the vene- 
real blotch i is not often larger than a fixpence, and 
never exceeds the fize of a fhilling ; and the whole 
{kin of the parts affected appears to be nearly in an 
equal degree of difeafe. The mottled appearance 
which they aflume gives caufe indced to fuppofe that 
fome parts of the fkin remain found; but on exami-. 
nation with a magnifying glafs, the ‘whole is found 
to be more or lefs difeafed. Whereas in the’ herpes, 
the parts furrounded with the ring are equally found 
with any part of the body. 

In judging of this point we derive no {mall affitt- 
ance from attending to the fituation of the eruption, 
as well ‘as from the hiftory of its rife and progrefs. 
We have had occafion to obferve that the venereal 
eruption appears moft frequently at firft upon the 
breaf{t and arms. Indeed this very commonly hap-— 
pens; whereas in herpes it is moft frequent upon 
the Aes part of the abdomen, and about the hands 
and wrifts, * 

“When to all thefe alten: we add, that in 
the venereal eruption there is commonly much caufe 
for fufpicion, from the’ patient’s courfe of life, and 
perhaps even from the exiftence at the time of fome 
other fymptoms of the ‘difeafe, and that in herpes 
we often find that the patient HAs either at fome for- 
mer r period been table 1 to SaRPEIOnS of a fimilar na- 
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i ares or that they have prevailed in his family, 
fearcely any caufe for doubt will remain. 
_ Herpetic eruptions and venereal blotches fome- 
times occur in the fame perfon at the fame time. In 
this cafe it may be difiicult, or perhaps impoffible to 
diftinguifh them; but no great inconvenience can 
arife from this, for the exiftence of the venereal af- 
fection being afcertained, this, as being the moft im- 
portant of the two, muft have the {pecific remedy 
employed for removing it, and if the other eruption 
continues after the venereal blotches are carried off, 
proper remedies muft afterwards be employed for it, 
__ I know no other eruption that may not be eafily 
_ diftinguifhed from venereal blotches. 


a 
4 


§ 7. Of Venereal Ukers. 


Inj 2. of this fection I have already given a de- 
{cription of chancres, or ulcers produced by the lo- 
_ cal application of the venereal virus, It is thofe ul- 
cers we are now toconfider which take place in more 
advanced ftages of the difeafe, and which evidently 
proceed from the virus having entered the fyftem. 
“in § 4. and 5. venereal ulcers of the throat, nofe, 
and mouth, have been defcribed, but ulcers from 
the fame caufe appear occafionally in almoft every 
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part of the body. ' 
a Bot ation no part of the body is perhaps en- 
tirely exempted from thefe ulcers, I mean_no exter- 
“nal part of it, yet fome parts are much more liable 
to be attacked with them than others; and it is a 
faé& worthy of remark, that there is no part of the 
furface of the body on which they do not occur more 
frequently than on the genitals. Indeed venereal 
ulcers of thefe parts, from infection of the conftitu- 
tion, is an occurrence which feldom falls within our 
‘obfervation. Almoft every ulcer on the genitals may 

e traced to Si application of the virus, 

We have already had occafion to obferve that ve- 
‘nereal blotches are apt to terminate in ulcers. Hence 
the venereal ulcer is moft frequent on thefe parts 
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that are attacked with thefe eruptions, particularly 
the breaft, fhoulders, and arms. We often meet 
with them among the hair, and between the fingers 
and toes. In the latter ftages of the difeafe indeed, 
I have met with them more frequently upon the 
fides of the toes than on any other part. 

For the moft part the venereal ulcer is preceded 
either by blotches, fuch as we have-juft defcribed, © 
or by a number of very {mall pimples; but I have © 
met with fome inftances of a part becoming ulcerat- 
ed without either of thefe appearances going before | 
it. A flight degree of itchyneis prevails for fome 
days, and the part is fcarcely obferved to be diico- 
loured before an ulcer is perceived. ee 

In whatever manner a venereal ulcer may form, 
the appearances which it afterwards exhibits are | 
nearly the faine. A confiderable defiruction of parts 
foon takes place ; more quickly indeed than ufually 
happens from any other caufe except mortification. 
Inftead of proceeding gradually from the furface 
downwards, as other ulcers do, a certain portion of . 
the foft parts between the affe@ted fpot of the fkin © 
and bone beneath feem to be contaminated at once ; 
for almoft as foon as the fkin becomes evidently ul- 
cerated, the correfponding parts beneath not only 
appear to be difeafed, but are foon thrown fo entire- 
ly ont that f{carcely any thing but the periofteum is 
left to cover the bone. ) 

The fides and bottom of venereal ulcers of every de- 
{cription are at firft always foul; but while chancres and 
all recent ulcers are ufually white and floughy, fores pro- 
ceeding from difeafes of the conftitution are of a ‘dirty 
brown appearance. ‘The matter which they difcharge is 
fometimes thin, and fo acrid as to deftroy the contignous — 
parts, but for the moft part it is more tough and adhefive 
than good pus.. It has often a fingularly green colour, — 
particularly in ulcers on that part of the head covered with 
ma and it is always of a very difagreeable foetid {mell. 

hefe ulcers are feldom accompanied with much pain; 
for although the fkin which furrounds them has always a 
tender appearance, being in aimoft every inftance of an 
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_eryfipelatous red colour, hey can bear to be handled more 
ealily than fores of any other kind of equal extent. The 
parts, in fome cafes indeed, feem to be deprived of their 
natural fenfibility ; and I have in fuch inftances found 
that one of the firft effects of the mercury prefcribed for 
the cure has been to render them more irritable. 

Venereal ulcers ariling from difeafe in the conftitution 
differ from aii fuch as are local in our not being able to 
reader them clean or bring them to a healing ftate by any 
external application that we can employ. Where any 
doubt exits of the caufe, they are often treated with local 

‘remedies ; but no advantage is derived fromthem. Even 
the moft powerful detergents have no influence. The 
parts {till remain foul. ‘The matter continues to increafe 
in acrimony ; and if a courfe of mercury is not prefcrib- 
ed, or if not given in fufhcient quantity, the fores not on- 
ly become more extenfive, but more numerous, by parts 

taking on a difpofition to ulcerate which did not previouf- 

ly bear any mark of difeafe. | 

The defcription which I have given of the venereal ul- 
cer comprehends all the ordinary appearances of thefe. 
fores ; but fome difference is produced in them by a vari- 
ety of caufes; by the nature of the parts in which they are 
 feated; by the conttitution being found or affected with 
other,difeafes ; and by the effects of fuch remedies as may 
have been employed without being fufficiently powerful to — 
 accomplifh a cure. | 

In a great proportion of cafes the venereal ulcer is feat- 
ed in the {kin and cellular membrane. In the firft in- 
ftance, indeed, thefe are the only parts that are affected ; 
but im more advanced periods of the difeafe, we find the 
virus fixing upon the tendons, fafcic of the mufcles, peri- 
ofteum, and bones. ‘The parts leait liable to be attacked 
with, it are the glands, particularly thofe of the lymphatic 

-fyftem, but occafionaliy even they are affected with it. 

Now we may eafily fuppofe, that the ordinary appearance 

_ of the difeafe, that which it exhibits when feated in the cel- 

_Jular fubftance, will be materially different fromthat which 

_ takes place from it in the tendons, fafcia, glands, or bones. 

It is difficult, however, and perhaps impoflible, to give a- 

ny adequate defcription of the diferent appearances which 
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occur in thefe: ailédrs thus differently fituated. Sr is from _ 
experience alone that a knowledge of this can be obtained. 

‘The appearances of venereal ulcers are more or. lefs af- 
feded by every difeafe which the fyftem may at the time 
jlabour under. Some indeed have contended that no two 
difeafes can exift in the conftitution at the fame time. 
‘This remark, however, is certainly ill-founded. From 
daily obfervation, we find; not only that the fy|tcm may be 
affected with different difeafes at the fame time, but that 
two difeafes may at the fame time fix upon the fame part. 
Of the firlt we have inftances without end. It happens in 
the combination of fever with every variety Of general 
cachexy, fuch as dropfy, jaundice, &c. of fmall-pox with 
fcrophula, and fcrophula with {curvy ; all of which are © 
often met with, exifting, and making progrefs in the fame 
perfon at the fame time, and of local compiaints combin- 
ing in the fame part, a variety of inftances might alfo be — 
mentioned. I have at prefent a perfon who had long been 
liable to piles, who fome time ago was attacked with con- 
dylomatous excrefcerices about the anus from a vénereal 
taint; to thefe fucceeded a common abfcefs from inflam- 
mation, and laft of all the parts have become cancerous. 
As all of thefe are obvioufly i in exiftence at this moment 
upon the fame parts, and as inftances of other combinati- . 
ons of local difeafes are occurring daily, it is with furprife 
and ith atioe that I find much labour and ingenuity 
ot loyed io prove that this connection of difeafes never 
takes place, and in‘a work too which does the recht cre~ 
dit co the author..’ Mas 

The opinion which the author of that work sleaicite 
to eftablith, is indeed fo contrary to the obfervation of all 
who have paid attention to the fubject, that I fhould not - 
have judged it necellary to take notice of it, were it not 
witha view of preventing the unexperienced from being 
milled by it; for were it to be received as a general prin- 
ciple, it would in a variety of circumftances have no {mall 
influence on practice, and would often, I am afraid, be 
productive of diltrefs and parses ao) both to patients 
and practitioners.* , 


S 


* The publication to which I allude is Mr. Hunter’s Treatife on the J V er, ereal 
Difeafe. i 
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If this opinion was well founded, every ulcér of the ve- 
_ hereal kind arifing from difeafe of the conititution fhould 
yield to mercury alone: Inftead of which; do we not dai- 
_ ly meet with fores of thiskind, in which mercury by itfelf 
fails entirely, and in which, from the conititution being 
at the fame time infected with {crophula, or fome other 
difeafe, bark and other remedies muit be employed before 
any progrefs towards a cure can be obtained? This com- 
_ bination of Lues Venerea with other difeafes, particularly 
with fcrophula and feurvy, is indeed, I apprehend, the 
_mioft frequent obftacle which we meet with in the cure of 
almoft every fymptom of this difeafe: Buboes, as well as 
ulcers, are always particularly obftinate where fcrophula 
prevails; and the {flighiteft tendency to fcurvy puts it out 
_ of our power to employ mercury in fuch quantities as the 
cure of veneréal ulcers ofteri requires: ‘The effects of this 
are chiefly perceived at fea, where a patient with Lues Ve- 
nerea is fure to have all the fymptoms aggravated, particu- 
“larly fuch ulcers as may prevail; on his being attacked with 
feurvy. The ulcers not only put on a worfe appearance, 
but till.the feorbutic affetion is removed, the tarther ufe- 
of mercury is for the moft part laid afide. 
_ The defcription of the venereal ulcer which I have giv- 
én above relates to thé difeafe in its more early ftages, and 
where no mercury has been employed. When mercury 
_is prefcribed, and has entered the fyitem, fores of this de- 
{cription foon put ona healing appearance ; and if the 
“medicine be continued, the cure ufually goes orf without 
‘interruption. . But if, inftead of being long enough per- 
filted in, the mercury is laid afide before the virus is eradi- 
cated, an effect refults from it which could not a4 priori be 
expected. This partial effect-of mercury not only gives 
a different appearance to venereal fores, but commonly 
‘renders them more obftinate. If the fores have healed, 
‘and again break out, although they will not go to fuch a 
-depth as they did in the firft procefs of ulceration, they 
will fpread farther, and become more numerous. By this 
imperfect application of mercury, a difpofition feems to 
‘be formed, not only in the parts contiguous to the old 
“fores, but in almott all the foft parts of the body, to go rea~ 
‘dily into a ftate of ulceration ; and although the new fores 
Vor. II. 
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which take place do not go deeper than the cellular mem- 
brane, they daily become more numerous, infomuch that 
the parts in which they are chiefly feated are apt to ac- 
quire a honey-comb appearance. | 

But aithough thefe newiy-formed ulcers feldom pene- 
trate to fuch a depth as thofe to which they fucceeded, they 
aflume every other appearance of the true venereal ulcer. 
They are foul and fomewhat fpongy ; They are not attend- 
ed with much pain, and the furrounding {kin has an ery- 
fipeiatous, or copper-colour compiexion. In the courfe 
of my exp r-ence, however, they ha e always proved to be . 
of more dithcult management than the others; nor does 
mercury act with fuch certainty 1n removing them. ‘The 
fame fores either continue obftinately to refiit the effect of 
this remedy, or, if thefe heal, others break out, and thus 
{pread over a very confiderable extent of furface, giving all 
the appearances of the phagadenic or depafcent ulcer of 
different authors. | 7 

H.therto I have been fuppofing that the difeafe is con- 
fined to the foft parts of the body; but where the ulcers as 
now deferibed, have been negiected, or where the reme- 
dies employed for removing them have not proved etiec- — 
tual, they are apt to affect both the bones and tendons ; 
and where fores take place upon any of thefe parts, their 
appearances are materially ditterent from the common ve- 
neieal ulcer. ‘The parts affected, inftead of being corred- 
ed, and hallowed out in the form of a cup, as they ufually 
are in the venereal ulcer, are filled with a foft fungous fub- 
fiance, of an unhealthy complexion, which bleeds freely 
on being injured, and which always returns foon on being 
deftroyed with efcharrotics: The difcharge of thefe ul- 
cers, when feated upon carious bones, is thin and of a 
brown colour, and {till more feetid than the ordinary dif- 
charge of venereal ulcers in the fofter parts of the body. 
When the furface of a tendon becomes ulcerated the parts 
are not only foft and {pongy, but more foul or floughy 
than fores of almoft any other kind. | 

There is another variety of venereal ulcer of which it is 
proper to take notice, I mean that which fucceeds to the 
buriting of a bubo. Seated in the body of a gland, this 
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_ kirid of fore has avery different appearance from the com-. 
_ Mon venereal ulcer, which attacks, as we have juft feen, 
the fkin and celiuiar fubitance only. Buboes are always 
accompanied with pain and inflammation: Hence when 
matter forms in the.n, it is of the purulent kind. But als 
though the common venereal fore 1s always attended with 
fome degree of rednefs, as this is not of the true inflam- 
matory kind, being evidently eryfipelatous, and which we 
find from experience never produces purulent matter, the 
difcharge accordingly is diferent. But although the mat- 
_ter of buboes isalways more or Jefs puruient at firft, it ufu- 
| ally becomes thin and acrid at lait, owing to fores of this 
» defcription, on the farther continuance of the difeafe, be- 
» ing apt to become erylipelatcus. Betides this change which 
| takes place in the nature of the matter, the parts in which 
it was collected, aithough at firft they have all the appear- 
ances of a common abfcefs, at laft become foul and fpongy ; 
the edzes of the fore become callous ; and a much greater 
degree of pain takes pace than almoft ever accompanies 
the ordinary form of the true venereal uicer. 

But alihough the fore which fucceeds to a bubo is necef- 
farily at'firit always in the body ofa gland, we find at laft 
that it is apt to fpread and atiect the contiguous parts. ‘The 

matter pervading the cellular fubilance finufes form ; and 
the {kin becoming inflamed, the foundation 1s thus laid for 
the formation of other fores. In this manner the ulcers 
which fucceed buboes frequently {pread to a great extent, 
_one part either breaking out as another heals, or perhaps 
the whole continuing open, fo as to leave all the upper 
_ part of the thigh, and in fome caies, the under part of the 
abdomen, covered with fmail fores. | 
No part of the treatment of Lues Venerea gives more 
-diftrefs to patients, or more perplexity to practitioners, 
than the management of this ulcerated {tate of buboes, 
which, befides being accompanied with much pain, 1s often 
one of the moft obitinate fymptoms of the difeafe. In- 
“flead of yielding to the ufe of mercury, fores oi this de- 
feription become often more obflinate after mercury has 
_ been employed ; fever is apt to take place; and where the 
‘conftitution is not very robuft, they even fometimes end 
in the death of the patient. | 
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This great degree of inveteracy in thefe fores may ori- 
ginate from different caufes ; but I have commonly found 
that it takes place in {crophulous conftitut ions, and‘in fuch 
_as are particularly delicate. It may alfo be remarked, that 
among our common people {ores of this kind are ftill more 

articularly obftinate in fuch as are under the neceflity of 
living § in damp fituations, as is ulually the cafe with wea- 
vers. 


§ 8. Of Nodes, and other Salatding’s of the. Rericheim 
Bones, and Tendons. 


A node is a hard meqianniiad tumour, proceed- 
ing from a bone becoming affected with a venereal 
virus, The periofteum, ‘tendons, » ligaments, and 
even fafcize of the mufcles, are alfo liable to be at- 
tacked with the matter of this difeafe, 

The venereal virus, however, does not readily 
attack thefe harder parts of the ‘body. In a great 
proportion of cafes it remains long in the habit before 
they become affected, and when tumours appear up: — 
on them, it is reaR at fuch a diftant period from 
the exiftence of any other fymptom of Lues Ve-— 
nerea, that both’ the patient’ and practitioner are | 
apt to be deceived, and to conclude that they pro- 
ceed from fome other caufe: Hence pains and fwell- 
ings occurring in this difeafe are often treated as- 
rheumatic affe€tions, in confequence of which reme- 
dies are ‘preferibed’ from which no advantage is de- 
rived; while mercury, from which alone relief 
could ‘be obtained, is entirely overlooked. But al- 
though the true venereal node never takes place ear- 
ly in the difeafe, I mean fuch fwellings as are of an 
offeous nature, and originate from the: bones, yet the 
periofteum and tendons, as well as the fifcie. ‘of muf- 
cles, are infome inftances very early affected. ‘This 
{have known to happen almoft as foon as there was 
caufe to fufpea that the virus had entered the fyftem, 
In fuch cafes, however, fome obvious reafon could 
always be ech for this Variation in the courfe of 
the difeafe, by which the virus was made to fix up- 
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on thefe parts in preference to others, which ufual- 
| ly are firft affeted. in ali of them the patients were 
found to have been much expoted to the effects of 
“ec dand dampnefs, which I have had many opportu- 
“nities of oblerving to have an evident influence in 

exciting the virus of this difeafe to fix early upon 

-thefe parts. Soldiers infected with Lues Venerea, 

when expofed to the cold and dampnefs to wiheen 
“they are ufually liable during encampments, are par- 

ticularly | apt to fuffer with {wellings of this kind. 
Although it is of much importance to diftinguifh 
“between fuch of thefe affections as arife from the 
; bone, and thofe which proceed from the periofteum, 
tendons, and muifcular fafcie, yet this has not com- 
monly been done with fufficicn’ accuracy, ‘They 
: have all been confidered as nodes, and blended under 
‘one general defcription, by which a good deal of 
: perplexity has been introducéd in the method of 
cure. 
4 Nodes may appear upon every bone of the body, 
pox they are moit frequent where the bones are thin- 

ly covered with muicles: Hence they are moft com- 

‘monly met with upon the forehead, upon the fore- 

part of the tibia, and on fome parts of the radius and 
Bina. - We Ti meet with them on the bones of the 
‘hands and feet. I never, however, faw them on 
the fingers or toes, but [ have obferved them up- 
on the fternum and fibs. In two initances, where 
the patients died of other diieafes after being cured 
of Lues Venerea, and-in whem fevere pains had oc- 
-eurred in the middle of the thighs, nodes or exoftofes 
pepe the femur were difcovered. In one there were 

wo fmiall knobs or protuberances, in the other there 
were upwards of twenty, and all of them upon the 
anterior part of the bone. 

‘Thefe offeous tumours do not produce any altera- 
ion in the colour of the fkin, unlefs they arrive at a 
much larger fize than is ufual. Their firft approach 
is diftinguifhed by a flight degree of uneafine{s in the 
‘partsaffected. This excites the patient’s attention, 
when on examination afmall hard tubercle or protu- 
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berance is difcovered. This ina gradual manner be- 
comes larger; and, while it increafes in fize, it alfo 
becomes more painful. By the time that it has ac- 
quired the bulk of half an ordinary walnut, and few 
nodes I believe are ever larger than this, the fkin 
has commonly become red and tender: and ulcgra- 
tion at lait taking place, the bone on being thus de- | 
nuded, is not aly found to be {welled but comipleeer 
ly carious, 

This is per Lean one of the moft painful fymptoms 
_of Lues Venerea ; for although the pain is at firft 
always moderate, ‘it never fails to become fevere on 
the tumour advancing i in fize. This doesnot depend © 
fo much, however, on any alteration produced in ~ 
the bone itfelf, as on the diftenfion of the periofte-— 
um, which the tumour of the bone neceflarily occa-_ 
fions ; a circum{tance of which we are rendered cer- | 
tain by the pain ceafing entirely on the protuberance 
of the bone being laid bare, either by an incifion, 
or by the foft parts which cover it being deftroy r? | 

by ulceration. y 

This defcription of a node, it is proper to a 
comprehends the full progreis of this kind of tumour | 
to its laft and ultimate ftage ; a termination we fel- — 
dom meet with, if it be not among the poor and def- 
titute. Mercury is commonly prefcribed as foon as 
the nature of the tumour becomes obvious, and as 
this puts a ftop to its farther increafe, it is by great 
inattention or mifmanagement only that the far- 
rounding foft parts are ever allowed to ulcerate. 
When. ulceration does take place, the parts foon 
affume all the appearances of the true venereal ulcer 
of which we have already givena defcription. | 

The fame bones upon which nodes moft frequently 
take place are liable to tumours of a different kind, 
‘which, from their bearing a refemblance to nodes, 
have improperly been diftinguifhed by the fame ap- 
pellation. By fome, indeed, all tumours upon thefe 
parts, as well as fuch ‘as occur in this difeate upon 
the tendons, ligaments, and fafcice of the mutcles, 
are confider ed as nodes. This proceeds from the 
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confufed manner in which thefe fymptoms were de~ 
{cribed by the firft authors who wrote upon this fub- 
ject, by which others who have not paid particular 
attention to it have uniformly been mifled. It re- 
quires, however, no nice difcrimination to perceive 
that the tumours to which thefe parts are liable from 
| Lues Venerea are materially different in their forma- 
tion, and requiring alfo a difference of treatment it 
becomes an object of no fmall importance to have 
this pointed out. 

_ The tumours which moft refemble nodes are pr 

_ duced by an effution of a {mall quantity of matter We. 
/ tween the periofteum and bone. This feems to pro- 
ceed from the internal furface of the periofteum be- 
coming flightly inflamed, by which a few drops of 
‘a colourleis fluid are poured out upon the furface of 
the bone. If not prevented by an early exhibition 
| of mercury, the tumour, which was at firft fo {mall 
as to be with difficulty perceived, becomes. gradually 
Jarger, and from being hard and colourlefs, it be- 
comes foft and inflamed. Even when of the greateft 
‘butik, however, at which it commonly arrives, this 
| tumour does not exceed the fize of the real node ; for 
| the periofteum not being capable of much diftenfion, 
it either foon burfts, or the tumour becoming very 
painful, relief is obtained by making an incifion in- 
to it. : 

_ Thefe tumours, although at firft always hard, are 
“by no means {fo firm as nodes. This, even in their 
| commencement, ferves as a fufficient mark of dif- 
| tinétion between them ; and where matter is formed, 
as the tumour is thinly covered, a fluctuation is foon 
| perceived, by which in the progrefs of the complaint, 
it is clearly and evidently diftinguifhed from nodes, 
which always remain hard to the laft. 

~ When tumours of this defcription either burf{t or 
| are laid open, although the bone may be found to be 
} rough and carious, no {welling is difcovered ; and 
on the ulcer healing by the means to be hereafter 
mentioned, the parts appear to be reduced to the 
level of the furrounding fkin ; whereas in real nodes, 
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the tumour of the bone remains nearly, or perhaps 
entirely of the fame fize during the life of the pati-~ 
ent, nor has mercury or any external application, 
any effect in reducing it. Some indeed entertain a 
different opinion, but where venereal tumours upon 
the bones have been removed by mercury, I have 
much reafon to think that they have not been real 
nodes, but merely thofe {mall tumours produced by 
effufion which we have juft been confidering. At 
Jeaft this happened in different cafes in which I have 
been concerned, where tumours, which at firft were 
fuppofed to be formed of bane, appeared afterwards 
to proceed entirely from effufion; and I have not 


met with a fingle inftance of a tumour evidently of= 


feous being ever carried off by mercury, or any 
other medicine. 4 

Befides the tumours we have defcribed, price is 
ftill another, by fome alfo improperly termed a node, 
with which the parts covering the hard bones are not 


unfrequently attacked in Lues Venerea, This vari- © 


ety of tumour occurs more early in the difeafe than 
nodes, and proceeds moft frequently as I have ob- 
ferved above, from expofure to cold:and dampnefs, 

It is alfo diftinguithed from nodes from its taking’ 
place in various parts of the body at once. 

The patient at firft complains of pains over the 
whole affected limbs ; but he foon finds that one part 
of each limb is more feverely affected than the reft_ 
In the legs this happens about the middle of the ti-- 
bia and fibula.’ In the thighs it occurs at the middle 
of the femur, and in the arms along the whole courfe 
of the radius andl ulna. 

_ For the moft part thefe pains are confidered by. the pa- 
tient as rheumatic ; and | have known many inftances, 
even of practitioners being deceived with them. No ad- 
vantage, however, is obtained from thofe medicines which 
ufually give reliefs in rheumatifm ; and at laft the parts 
from whence the pains chiefly proceed are found to be 


fwelled. But this {welling is very different from that ful- _ 


nefs of parts which occurs in rheumatifm; and it differs 
materially from the latter in the parts which it attacks. 
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‘The rheumatic fwelling is chiefly confined to the joints: 
In very fevere cafes it.no doubt ftretches over every part 
ofa limb, but it very conimonly originates in the joints : 
Whereas thofe venereal fwellings, although they fometimes 
ftretch towards the joints, they very univerfally fix upon 
thofe parts of the limb that lie between one joint and ano- 
ther. In rheumatifm the whole circumference of the limb 
becomes fwelled in nearly an equal degree, while in the 
other the tumour is circumfcribed, being moft frequently 
confined to lefs than one half of the circumference of the 
_ limb; or when one limb is affected in different parts, as 
_ often happens in the fore-arm between the elbow and 
wrilt, the feat of each tumour can be very diftinctly traced. 
In the venereal {welling of thefe parts the tumour is firm, 
and fo deeply feated that on a flight examination it is often 
fuppofed to proceed from the bone itfelf, while that fwel- 
ling which takes place in rheumatifm is of a more compref- 
fible nature, and appears even on the flighteft examination 
to be altogether free from the bone beneath. 

_, By atténtion to thefe circumftances, as well as from the 
hiftory of the cafe, we need never be under much difficul- 
| ty in jlidging of the nature of thefe fwellings, nor in de- 
termining when they are venereal and when of a rheuma- 
| tic nature. - It isa prevailing opiriion, that the difference 
| between them is fufficiently marked by the pain in all ve- 
| nereal affections of this kind being particularly fevere when 
| the patient is warm in bed, while the contrary is f{uppofed 
happen in rheumatifm. I have not found, however, 


Bent times. | 

This variety of {welling feems always to originate in the 
 periofteum, and to proceed from fome degree of inflam- 
“mation, which firft begins in that me mbrane, and proceeds 
from it to the furrounding parts. Like every inflammato- 
| ry affection of membranous parts, it does not readily ter- 
“minate in fuppuration. I have never known an initance 
of matter forming in it: Nor do thofe ferus effufions take 
place here which are fo frequent inrheumatifm ; a circum- 
-ftance which conftitutes another characteriftic diftinction 
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between the two difeafes; for rheumatifm feldors arrives 
at a great height without fwellings taking place in the parts 
chiefly aife&ted, and they feem all to be of the ferous kind. 

Almoft every author who. has written upon Lues Ve- 
nerea defcribes affections of the ligaments, tendons, and 
fafciz of mufcles, as frequent fymptoms: This, however, 
is far from being confiftent with my experience; nor dol 
fuppofe that they often take place but in the moft advanc- 
ed itages of the difeafe. 

My own obfervation having led to this conclufion, I 
was induced to converfe and to correfpond upon the fub- 
ject with others, who from having much employment in 
this branch of practice I had reafon to fuppofe would be 
able to give me the beft account of it. ‘The prepofleffion 
which they had received from books had prevented them 
from entertaining a doubt of the frequency of this fymp- 
tom, but none of them had feen it fo often as to be able 
from his own obfervation to give a diftinct or well-mark- 
ed account of it. ; 

Venereal ulcers often penetrate to ligaments, tendons, 
and other deep feated parts. In this manner every prac- 
titioner mutt have feen tho‘e parts affected with the virus 
of this difeafe; but in.thefe the difeafe uniformly begins 
in the fkin, and proceeds to the parts beneath. Of fwel- 
lings in the ligaments, tendons, or fa{cie of mufcles from 
this caufe, I have met with very few inftances; and even 
of thefe fome were of a doubtful nature, as they occurred 
in {crophulous conftitutions. 

Thofe {wellings,fo far as I have had opportunities of ob- — 
ferving, are not fo painful as tumours of the periofteum — 
and bones. They are {mall and circum{cribed: At firft 
hard and colourlefs, and afterwards on the {kin becoming © 
red, they turn foft, and foon burft. “Phe matter which — 
they difcharge perhaps never partakes of purulency: It is — 
thin, and either nearly colouriefs or fomewhat tinged with — 
blood. The fores which enfue are foul, and ufually more ~ 
difficult of cure than any other that we meet with in this — 
difeafe. Pare 5 

I have feen different cafes of tumours of a confiderable — 
fize, feated upon tendons as well as upon aponeurotic ex- 
panfions, and which were fufpected to be venereal. Thefe 





Sect. II. | or Lures Venerea. 59 


_ have commonly been hard, and where they have come to 
create much uneafinefs I have had occafion, in fome in- 
fiances, to remove them with the fcalpel. ‘Iwo of thefe 
were upon the tendinous part of the biceps; and aithough 
in both they had been {ufpected to be venereal, a very de- 
cifive proof was obtained of the contrary, for ihey were 
both extirpated, and the fores healed eafily without any — 
mercury being given. 
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§ 9. Of Venereal Excrefeences about the Anus. 


’ The parts of generation in both fexes are liable to be 
attacked with warty excrefcences in Gonorrkcea, moti fre+ 
quently towards the end of the difeafe, when the runn:ng 
is nearly gore, In fome cafes they fpread over aii the 
Contiguous parts, and even reach to the anus; but however 
extenfively this may happen, excrefcences of this warty na- 
_.ture which occur from Gonorrhecea are aiways local, as we 
judge from mercury having no influence in removing 
them, and from finding that topical remedies are alone to 

_ be depended upon for a cure.* 
But befides thefe, the parts about the anus are occafion- 
ally attacked with excrefcences truly venereal, which ap- 
' pear in the jatter ftages of fyphilis only; and of which we 
_ cannot accomplifh a cure by any remedy that is not con- 
| joined with a complete courfe of mercury. ‘They are ea- 
_ fily removed, either with the fcalpel or efcharrotics; but 
if mercury is not adminiftered they foon return with more 

virulence than at firit. 

In fome cafes they appear at the fame time with vene- 
_ real blotches in other parts of the body, which in many in- 
ftances they refemble, being raifed or elevated above the 
contiguous furface. ‘Till of late I had not feen them but 
as a fymptom of fibbens,-and I did not fuppofe that they 
‘took place in the ordinary form of Lues Venerea. I have 
‘now, however, met with a fufficient number of inflances to 
‘convince me that in this I was miflaken, and which fhew 
that they not only occur along with eruptions in other 
parts of the body, but that altogether independent of thefe 


* Soc Vol. I. Chapter II. Section 13. 


BT ite 
* 


6a Or tHe Symptoms Ch. IV. 


they appear as a diftinct eae in fill more sr ia 
hein of ‘the difeafe. ) 

’ ‘They are not fo hard as thofe warts wrhion fucceed to 
Gonorrheea; they are more of a flefhy nature, more ten- 
der, and therefore more apt to bleed. ‘They have a more 
uniform furface ; and inftead of being fotnmed of a number 
of {mall warts connected together, as thefe tumours about 
the anus produced by Gonorrheea ufually are, we find them 
compofed of one uniform mafs. 

They do not approach fo near to the verge of the anus 
as warty excrefcences commonly do, being for the moft 
part of the greateft extent and moft elevated near to the 
iuberofity of the ifchium. In fome cafes they become ul- 
cerated, and ditcharge a great deal of very offenfive mat- 
ter; and when ‘this happens 4 in women they appear fome- 
times to be productive of buboes; at leaft in difierent cafes 
where buboes occurred in women, no other fource of in- 
fection could be perceived. Why they fhould not be the 
caufe ot buboes in men may be difficult to explain; but 
although I have often met with them in men in a flate of 

obvious ulceration, I never knew buboes to be the confe- 
quence of them. Perhaps in men the lymphatic veffels 
of thele parts do not pafs through any external conglobate 
glands, and it this is the cafe they cannot produce buboes; 
for in the hitlory of buboes we have feen that the matter 
of Lues Venerea does not excite {welling or obitruction i in: 
any of the internal glands. ss 

For the moft part any ulceration which takes lana in 
thefe excrefcences is very fuperficial, and does not reach - 
beneath the furface. In fome inftances, however, finufes 
form in them. In this manner I once knew a fiftula in 
ano produced, for which it was neceflary to perform the 
utuai operation after the patient was cured of mie Vene- 
rea. | 

Like other {ymptoms of {vphilis thefe excrefcences ei- 
ther continue nearly in the fame flate, or become gradual-_ 
ly worfe, as long as. no remedy i is employed for the cure 
of the difeafe in the conititution. , They never difappear 
either entirely or in part by any effort of the fyitem ; but 
if by a partial courfe of mercury their progrefs is inter- 
tupted, although the virus of the difeafe is not completely 
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-extinguifhed, they foon become lefs active than they were 
before ; in courfe of time they difappear altogether, and 
with whatever violence the difeafe may break out in other 
parts of the body, it does not again excite a recurrence of 
excrefcences. Inthe latter flages of Lues Venerea, when 
_ by a long continuance of the difeafe the whole fyftem may 
: be fuppoted to be contaminated, we find a variety of fymp- 
- toms exilting at the fame time; otherwife this, as we have 
already had accafion to obferve, does not readily happen ; 
_ nor do we commonly find early in the difeafe more than 
Fone or two of the fymptoms fubfifting at once. 








‘ae § 10. Of Swellings of the Teftes. 
= ; Ys, a 
_ . Inflammation communicated along the urethra in Go- 
 norrheea is the moft frequent caufe of {welling of the teftes. 
' ‘This has induced many to fuppofe, and fome to aflert, that 
_ this fymptom is never induced by Lues Venerea ; that it 
' is always a local affection, and never produced by any dif- 
| eafe of the conftitution. 
_ That this is very generally the cafe I will readily ad- 
_ mit; for ina great proportion of cafes we can clearly trace 
_ the difeafe to a local caufe, and it is moft eafily removed 
~ by local applications ; but this is not always the cafe, for I 
. have met with various well-marked inftances of the teftes 
_, fwelling from difeafe of the fyftem alone. ‘Thofe who 
_ doubt the fact will afk, In what manner can this be afcer- 
- tained? By the {welling coming on without any external 
» injury; by no Gonorrhoea having preceded ; by the pati- 
ent being known to be infected with Lues Venerea at the 
time ; and by the iweiling be:ng with eafe and certainty 
_.removed by mercury, while it had daily become worfe as 
long as thofe remedies were employed which ufually prove 
effectual in {welling of the teftes arifing from Gonorrhea. 
~ With me thefe circumftances afford complete convicti- 
on, and as I have repeatedly met with them I judge the 
fact to be clearly eflablifhed. , 
_. °The very firft approach of this {welling exhibits a differ- 
ence between it and that which proceeds from Gonorr- 
hhoea. In this laft a contiderable degree of pain prevails 
from the firft, and the difeafe begins in the epidydimis ; 
N 
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but in the {welling from Lues Venerea the patient for a 
confiderable time feels only a flight uneafinefs, and even on 
the farther progrefs of the difeafe any pain that takes piace 
is not acute, but dull and obtufe, fuch as might be fuppof- 


ed to proceed chiefly from the additional bu.k and weight — 


of the teftes. ‘The body of the tefticie is always firft af- 


fected ; and it is only where the difeafe is neglected, or — 


where the nature of it is miftaken, and mercury judged to 

be improper, that the {welling proceeds to the ep:dydi- 

mis. pe | 
Thefe circumftances of themfelves might fufficiently 


diftinguifh the one variety of {welling from the other; 
but we alfo obferve that in the fwelling from Gonorrhea — 
the {crotum becomes red and painful very early in the dif- _ 
eafe, by the inflammation fpreading from the tefiicle; — 
whereas in the other the fcrotum is very feldom attected, — 
and in no inftance till the {welling has been of long dura- | 
tion. Hence in the oné the patient can fearcely admit of © 


the parts being touched, while in the other little orno pain 
is produced, even when handled with freedom. In the 
hernia humoralis, as it is termed, the whole contiguous 
parts feem often to fympathife with the difeafe in the tef- 
tis, by the pain {preading along the groins, and over all 


the upper part of the thighs and abdomen; while in the | 


other any uneafinefs which cccurs is either confined en- 
tirely to the tefticle or to the courfe of the {permatic cord, 


In this the {welling comes flowly and gradually to a larger _ 
fize, infomuch that fome weeks will pafs before it arrives” 
near to its height; while inthe other the tumour is often © 
as large in the courfe of forty-eight hours as it ever be- — 


comes. ’ 


Thofe who doubt of the exiftence of the fwelled teftes — 








from Lues Venerea affert, that where the tefticle becomes — 
hard and enlarged, where no external violence has been — 
applied to it, and without being preceded by Gonorrheea, ~ 


that the difeafe is always to be confidered as of the true 


fchirrhus kind, forming what in general is called farco- — 


cele. ‘This, however, is by no means the cafe, and the 


means of diftinguifhing between farcocele and the true ~ 


venereal {welling of the tefticle are numerous and obvious. 
In the former the tefticle has a confiderable degree of 
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_hardnefs from. the firft. The patient is from the firg 
commencement of the difeafe, diftreffed with {harp fting- 
ing pains through the body of the tumour, and by de- 
grees thefe become as feveré as they ufually are in any 
cafe of cancer. ‘The fwelling, although at firft fmooth, 
- foon becomes knotty and unequal, and at laft it very con- 
- ftantly attacks the fpermatic cord, which alfo becomes 
hard, knotty, and painful. Now, in a fwelled teftis 
from Lues Venerea, although a confiderable degree of 
_ firmnefs takes place, it is by no means of that hard na- 
_ ture which always accompanies the fcirrhus. We meet 
with no {tinging pains, not even in the moft advanced 
' ftages of the diveafe. ‘The {welling never becomes hard 
_and knotty, but retains a {mooth, equal furface, and we 
meet with few inftances of its proceeding to the fperma- 
~ tic cord. 
' In addition to the defcription which I have given of 
_ the diteafe I may remark, that in its more advanced 
‘ {tages this {welling fometimes fuppurates, and dif- 
_ charges purulent matter; while in farcocele, when- 
ever the tumour burits, it yields nothing but a thin, 
bloody, fanies, as commonly happens in all cafes of 
_cancer. The fores which enfue to the burfting of 
_thefe tumours are fully as different in their appear- 
ances as the tumours are different by which they 
were produced. In the farcocele the edges of the 
fore are hard and retorted, accompanied with every 
‘other circumftance that ufually takes place in can- 
eer; whereas in the venereal {welled tefticle, al- 
pipers the edges of the fore are hard, they are nei- 
ther raifed nor retorted, and the fore, while it is 
foul and floughy, as venereal fores always are, exhi- 
bits no appearances of cancer. 
In very advanced ftates of this difeafe we fome- 
times find it accompanied with effufions into the tu- 
nica vaginalis teftis, producing what may be termed 
a complicated hydrocele. This, however, is a Cir- 
eumftance equally common te every tumour of the 
fame magnitude and duration to which the tefticle is 
liable. It even fometimes fucceeds to the hernia 
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humoralis, but not fo frequently as to fwéllings of 
eerater permanency. rey 
If this affection of the teftes is neither uncommon. 
nor difficult to diftinguifh, it may be faid that the 
particular defcription which is here given of it is un- 
necefflary ; and I fhould have judged it to be fo, if 
in fome late publications a contrary opinion had not — 
been ftrongly inculcated. Even this would not have | 
been’a fufficient reafon for dwelling long upon any 
point of little importance, but in the fubje@ we are 
how confidering many circumftances are involved. 
Any theory we can eftablifh of the nature of the ve- — 
nereal poifon, and of the means employed for re- 
moving it from the conftitution, isin fome meafure 
connected with it; while, at the fame time, it is 
obvioufly a point of real importance in practiee. 


(i set Alopecia, | make 


The difeafe termed Alopecia by Nofologifts; or fale | 
ling off of the hair, may be produced by different cau- 
fes; but itis moft frequently met with as afymptom . 
of Lues Venerea in the more i Mion {tages of the 
difeafe. 

The hair of the head’firft operated’ in greater quan- 
tities than ufual on being combed. ‘The eye-brows 
become more thinly covered, and if a {top be not put 
to the difeafe of the conftitution, all the hair of the 
bead, as well as of the other parts of the body, foon 
falls Of. 

Before the hair begins to feparate, a feurf is ufwal: 
ly perceived among the roots of it, which comes a-- 
way in great quantities on the head being combed, 
commonly in the form of fine bran. On this feurf be-. 
ing removed, the {kin beneath has a red complexion; 
but the patient does not complain either of pain or 
tendernefs, and the fame kind of brany powder forms 
repeatedly on the fame parts, aoe els ce re-~ 
moved from day to day. 

In fome inftances the hair is renewed in as great 
quantity as at firft; but this is not a frequent occur- 
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rence: It only happens during youth, and where the virus 
of the difeafe is quickly and completely eradicated. In 
more advanced periods of life it always remains thin, not 
only upon the head, but on the eye-brows ; and when the 
eye-lathes fall out from this caufe they very feidom re- 
turn. | | 
_ As mercury has commonly been given before the hair 

é ins to feparate, and often in confiderable quantities, 
this fymptom has by fome been fuppofed to be more the 
effect of the medicine than of the difeafe. ‘This, howe- 
; ver, has not been the refult of my obfervation. I have 
; feen different inftances of the hair dropping off in Lues 
_Venerea, where no mercury had been employed; and 
were it to be produced by mercury, it would neceilarily 
occur more frequently, and it would happen with equal 
readinefs in every difeafe for which mercury {fhould be 
prefcribed. : | 

I confider it to be in almoft every inftance the effect of 

that fcurf which in Lues Venerea fometimes forms among 
the roots of the hair. The matter by which the fcurf is 
produced getting accefs to the roots, foon cuts off their 
connection with the furrounding parts. 


; y § 12. Of Blindnefi as a Symptom of Lues Venerea. 


Inthe firft chapter of this work fome account is given of 
blindnefs produced by the retropulfion of the matter of 
Gonorrheea. But blindnefs which takes place in Lues Ve- 
neréa is materially different both in its riferand progrels, 
and in the remedies by which it is with moft certainty re- 
“moved. — 

- Blindnefs from Gonorrheea is always accompanied with 
“much pain. A great degree of irritability, along with a 
| plentiful difeharge of matter from the eyes, and more or 

Jefs inflammation, are the firft fymptoms of the difeafe. 
ut in Lues Venerea, lofs of vifion, to a confiderable ex- 
| tent, has commonly taken place long before much pain is 
. _ experienced ; and if inflammation ever occurs, it is not in 
} any remarkable degree. 
~ The matier of Lues Venerea acts in different ways in 
producing biindnefs. One of the moft frequent feems to 
Vor. II. 


Ee 


5s! BETES TS 





66 OF THE SympPToms — Ch.Iv. 


be by injuring the optic nerves, whether by acting imme- 
diately upon the nerve itfelf, or by firft exciting éffufion, 
or the formation of tumours in the contiguous parts, by 
which compreffion of the nerve is at laft produced. 

It is in this manner I conceive that gutta ferena takes 
place in the latter ftages of Lues Venerea. In fome cafes 
it comes on in a gradual manner. The fight becomes lefs © 
perfect from day to day; and both the patient and his 
friends are furprized that this fhould happen while the ex- _ 
ternal appearance of the eye is not affected. But for the — 
_ moft part the difeafe takes place almoft inftantaneoufly, 
the patient being entirely deprived of vifion in the courfe — 
of a minute or two from the time that his eyes became un-— 
eafy. Still the external parts of the eyes remain found, | 
_ but the pupils are always greatly dilated, and incapable of © 
any degree of contraction, even when expofed to the 
{trongett light. | | 

In fome cafes only one eye is affected, but for the moft 
part the difeafe attacks both at the fame time. - 

Cataracts fometimes form from this caufe. IJ have met 
with different inftances of this difeafe in the latter flages of 
Lues Venerea, where no other caufe could be affigned for 
it; and I conclude that it was the effe&t of the venereal 
poifon, from the peculiar manner of its approach. The 
lens is at firft only partially affected, white ftreaks appear 
upon different parts of it, which extend by degrees, fo as to 
produce opacity over the whole of it. 

But the moft frequent effect of the venereal virus upon. 
the eye appears upon the vitreous and aqueous humours, 
and on the lucid part of the cornea. In fome cafes thefe 
humours are deprived of their natural tranfparency, they 
become fomewhat milky, and at laft completely opake. 
At other times this is evidently connected with an opake — 
{tate of the lucid cornea, which becomes white and thick- 
ened, and in fome inftances fo prominent as to disfigure — 
the whole globe of the eye. When this difeafed flate of the 
coats of the eye, and of the humourswhich they contain oc- 
cur at the fame time, the whole body of the eye affords the 
appearance of one confufed mafs. Neither the chryftalline 


lens, nor any particular part of the eye can be diftinguifh- 
ey fi 
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Before this opacity takes place in the cornea, a number 
of obftructed veiiels are perceived on it, accompanied with 
fome degree of tendernefs on being expofed to light: This 
gives caufe to fuppofe that inflammation is about to occur; 
but the difeafe in this form makes no farther progreis. 
The cornea in fome {pots becomes white and opake, pro- 
bably by the effufion of part of the contents of thefe tur- 
gid veflels ; but all this takes place with little or no pain, 
and without any of the ordinary concomitants of inflam- 


-mation. Neither does this whitenefs of the cornea ter- 


minate in {uppuration, as opacity of this membrane/pro- 


_ duced by inflammation is apt to do. It becomes even 
~ more white than the tunica albuginea itfelf, and evidently 
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more thickened, but I never faw matter form in it. 
In fome cafes the venereal virus fixes upon the eye- 


lids, and chiefly upon their cartilaginous boarders. ‘This 
_fometimes happens by itfelf, but for the moft part it is 
-cennected with fyphilitic eruptions in other parts of the 
body. ‘The parts become red and fomewhat tender, and 


an effufion takes place among the eye-lafhes, either in the 


form of a dry fcurf, or of a gummy vifcid matter. In 


this latter {tate this effufion proves always very trouble- 
fome, particularly after fleep, as it glues the eye-lids fo 


firmly, together as to render it difficult, and even painful 
to open them. 


In this affe@tion of the eye-lids, I have in different in- 
ftances, obferved a fymptom which has not, fo far as I re- 
member, been remarked by authors. ‘The tears at firft 
form in drops near the internal angle of the eye, and this 
terminates in a conftant trickling over the cheeks. ‘Thofe 
who are not accuftomed to examine the eyes in this {tate 


_ are apt to confider this flow of tears as the commencement 


of fiftula lachrymalis, whereas it proceeds from a caufe 


which mutt effectually prevent the formation of this dif- 


eafe. On minute in{pection, it appears evidently to a- 
“rife from the -puncta lachrymalia being obitructed by the 


vifcid matter forming upon the cartilages of the eye-lids, 


- by which the tears which fhould pats by thefe openings in- 


to the lachrymalfac, and from thence into the nofe, are 


neceflarily forced over the cheeks. In fome cafes this 
_ weeping {tate of the eyes proves to be temporary, and dif- 
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appears with the caufe by which it was p roduced’; but in 
others it continues permanent, owing, I fuppofe, to the 


puncta being obliterated by the long continuances of the 


difeafe. 
This conftant flow of tears over the eye-lids proves al- 


ways troublefome, and in fome cafes even painful, by ex- } 


citing tendernefs, and occationally {ome degree of ulcera- 
tion of the cheeks. 


§ 13. Of Deafiefs from Lues Venerea, 


When treating of the venereal fore throat in § 4, of this 


fection, we had occafion to remark that a certain degree of | 


deafnefs is, in fome cafes, a confequence of that fymptom, 
the end pitts Euftachian tube, when it terminates in the 
throat, being obftructed. ‘The ettedt refulting from this 
being i in fome inflances confiderable, we are Jed to fuppofe 
that this paflage to the ear is of no {mall importance to the 
fenfe of hearing: I have known a very diftrefsful degree 
of deafnefs produced by it. 

 Betidés this, the venereal difeafe in fome inftances ex- 
cites deafnefs by fixing upon the ear itfelf. The bones 
feem_to be molt liable to be attacked with it. When this 
‘takes place the patient is at firlt feized with a partialelofs of 
hearing. ~This is fucceeded by a difcharge of feetid ill-co- 
loured : matter; and in fome cafes the bones themfelves 
come away. I need {carcely oblerve, that a total and per- 
mament lofs of hearing enfues. 

Where venereal blotches prevail univerfally over the 

body, and have been of long duration, they fometimes fix 
upon the ear, chiefly upon the lap .of the ear. In fome 
cafes I have known them to affect the meatus externus fo 
as to induce to a temporary deafnefs. In this event the 
pillage is either ftuffed with a dry fcurfy matter, or the 
ining membrane of the paflage becomes thickened, and © 
occafionally tender and ulcerated. © If this Sess no 
farther into the ear a recovery may {till take piace; but as 
the fame kind of tendernefs is apt to attack the tympanum, 
deafnels even from this caufe often Prone permanent. 


. 
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§ 14. Of anomalous Symptoms. 


Befides the fymptoms of which we have given a 
defcription, there are others which from their ap- 


‘pearing with lefs regularity may be termed anoma- 


lous. But thefe, although they occur occafionally 
in every {tage of the difeafe, prevail with moft fre- 
quency when the infection has been of long dura- 
tion. 

The moft troublefome of thefe fymptoms are 
chops, or clefts in the palms of the hands and foles 
of the feet. Ared fomewhat purple-coloured erup- 
tion appears upon the.fkin of thefe parts. The cu- 
ticle feparates and comes away: Still the fkin re- 
mains difcoloured ; and at Jaft chops form in differ- 
ent parts of it, ‘hey generally remain.dry, but 


in fome inftances they difcharge a thin acrid matter. 
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‘They-are feldom painful; but they are always ob- 


ftinate and difficult to cure; and the cuticle is in 
fome cafes fo completely removed, that by the ten- 


_ dernefs which fucceeds to this the ‘patient is for a 


confiderable time deprived of the ufe both of his 
hands and fect. 
In fome a difpefition is formed in the fkin and | 


cellular fubftance of different parts of the body to 


become thick, rough, and unequal, producing what 
by Nofologifts is termed elephantiafis, or at leaft an 
affe@iion which very much refembles that difeafe. 


In moft inftances where this has occurred, different 
parts of ‘the body have been affected with it at once; 
but in others J have known it confined to one of the 


extremities. In the flighter degrees of this affection 


the inconvenience produced by it is inconfiderable, 
‘and it is feldom accompanied with much pain; but 


where the limbs {well fo much as they fometimes do, 
the diftrefs which it excites is neceffarily fevere. A 


limb which {wells from this caufe becomes firft very 


unwieldy ; and on the {welling increafing, it at laft 
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burfts into fores, which difcharge a thin acrid mat- 
ter, are always foul, and very feldom heal. 

I have met with different inftances of this thicken- 
ing of the teguments in the ferotum. The {kin re- 
tains its natural colour; but it becomes firm, and fo 
much thickened as to form a tumour which in fome’ 
cafes acquires a very confiderable bulk. All of them 
that have fallen within my obfervation came from 
warmer climates, and two of them were in negroes. | 
They had been miftaken both for hydrocele and her- 
nia, but I found in all of them that the tumour was 
produced entirely by a thickened ftate of the {cro- 
tum. 

From a hernia in the {crotum they are diftinguifh- 
ed by the fpermatic cord being entirely free of {well- _ 
ing; by the abfence of all the fymptoms of hernia; 
and by the fwelling being much more firm than it 
ever isin hernia. The fame degree of firmnefs ferves 
to diftinguifh it from hydrocele, for no impreffion is 
made upon it by preffure ; ; and it is farther diftin- | 
guifhed from it by its weight, being much heavier 
than any tumour of equal magnitude containing 2 . 
fluid. | 

This {welling of the fcrotum bears a greater re- | 
femblance to farcocele,,or a {chirrous tefticle, than 
to any other affection of thefe parts. It is chiefly — 
diftinguifhed from farcocele by being totally free of 
pain, and from being of an equal imooth furface. 
The other is not only accompanied with pain, but 
the {welling is knotty and unequal. 

As the fotes which occur upon thefe tumours are 
very apt to affume a cancerous appearance, and ul- 
cers of a fimilar afpect being fometimes obferved to 
fucceed to buboes, fome have been thereby induced to 
confider cancer as afymptom of this difeafe. That the 
matter of Lues Venerea may occafionally produce 
fores which terminate in cancer will not be difputed ; | 
but we are not from this to conclude, either that 
the matter of the two difeafes is the fame, or that 
cancer fhould be confidered as a fymptom oF fyphilis, 
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Befides the pains refembling rheumatifm, which 
occur in Lues Venerea, and of which we had occa- 
fioh to fpeak when treating of nodes and affections 
of the periofteum, pains of a different kind are apt 
to take place in the more advanced {tages of the dif- 
-eafe. They do not remain fixed or permanent, but 
produce fharp momentary ftings, without leaving 
{welling or any other mark behind them. They~are 
moft frequent in the neck, temples, and jaws, In 
the latter they are often fufpected to proceed from 
carious teeth, when on examination no affection of 
this kind ¢an be perceived, or if there are any, no 
relief is obtained from pulling them. A falling out 
of the teeth has been frequently defcribed as a fymp- 
tom of Lues Venerea, but I have never met with 
; excepting where the patient had taken a great 
deal of mercury, and, where it appeared evidently 
_ to proceed more from the medicine than from the 
- difeafe. 
| One of the moft frequent fymptoms of the advanc- 
| ed ftages of fyphilis is atrophy, or a gradual waft- 
ing of the body. ‘This is no doubt a frequent ef- 
_ fe& of a mercurial courfe, particularly when too 
much of the medicine has been exhibited ; but it is 
_alfo a fymptom of the difeafe. Even where little or 
no mercury has been given [I have known a patient 
_ become much emaciated in the courfe of a fhort time. 
From a ftate of obefity, and with a healthy, florid 
complexion, a perfon will in fome inftances become 
- fuddenly lean, while his face will be wan or fallow, 
as if the veflels were altogether deprived of red 
blood. This I confider as one of the moft fatal 
_ fymptoms of the difeafe, from which, in the courfe 
_ of my obfervation few or none have ever recovered, 
E Irritability and reftlefinefs are two fymptoms of 
' this difeafe. When Lues Venerea has been of long 
_ duration the fyftem becomes fo irritable that the 
' moft trifling occurrences prove diftrefsful. No ap- 
plication can be given to bulinefS; the patient be- 
_ becomes fretful and uneafy, and his nights are {pent 
_ in watching. 
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The conftant anxiety which takes place here is 
often connected with that ftate of atrophy which 
we have juft defcribed. It feems in fome cafes in- 
deed to be the caufe of it. Being always accompa- 
nied with an entire lof{s of appetite, this of itfelf foon 
reduces the body to the moft emaciated ftate. 

But the moft univerfal fymptom of the anomalous ° 


kind-which prevails in Lues Venerea is fever. Nor 


is it confined to one ftage of the difeafe. Occafion- 
ally it takes place in all of them. It is neceffary, 
however, to remark, that fever which oecurs in 
the commencement of the difeafe is very different 
from that which moft frequently prevails after- 
wards, ‘The firft may more properly be confidered 
as fymptomatic, being always connected with “fome 
local affection, fuch as bubo, fore throat, ulcer, or 
node, while the other often takes place where no 
other mark of the difeafe can be difcovered. The | 
ene therefore fubfides along with the particular’ 


-caufe by which it was produced, while the ,other 


continues obftinate as long as the virus of the dif- 
eafe remains in the conftitution. It is this laft, 
therefore, which is of moft importance, and me- 
rits moft of our attention. 

This ‘fever is always of the hectic kind, and ac- 
companied with fome colliquitive fymptom, particu- 
larly with nocturnal fweats. Hence the patient 
foon becomes emaciated, but a peculiarity occurs 
here not met with in other fevers; at the fame time 
that the patient becomes languid and reduced he is 
commonly able to tranfact his ordinary bufinefs, and 

often continues to do fo for a confiderable time after 
the fever has taken place.. He is liable to alternate 
fits of cold and heat; particularly to much warmth 
over the whole body in the evening; to reftleffnefs 


and anxiecty- during the night, and to a conftant 


quicknefs of pulfe ; but thefe fymptoms, while they 
do not come toany great height, do not excite much 
alarm, and the patient, while no local affeGtion takes 
place, continues daily in hopes of getting free of 
them. 
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__ For a confiderable time both the patient and prac- 
titioner find it difficult to account for thefe fymp- 
toms. ‘They are often attributed to celd; in fome 
cafes to an incipient pthifis; and in others to f{cro- 
-phula. WKemedies for one, or perhaps for all of thefe 
'difeafes, are accordingly prefcribed, and no advan- 
tage being derived from them, the real caufe of the 
_ fever either is not difcovered, or at laft the difeafe 
breaks ott in fome fuch obvious form as leaves no 
_ caufe for doubt. 

_ Among other reafons of this uncertainty may be menti- 
oned an opinion which much pains has been taken to in- 
_ Culcate, and which of late has unhappily begun to prevail 
among thofe who have not had fufhcient opportunities of 
being enabled to judge for themfelves. It has been with 
much confidence afferted, that the matter of Lues Venerea 
‘cannot exiit in the fy{tem, fo as to induce any fymptom of 
difeafe; without fhewing itfelf upon the furface of the bo- 
dy, or in fome fuch manner as to beat once clear and evi- 


upon the contideration of this queftion, but at prefent I 


fupported with fome ingenuity, appears to be altogether 
_ void of foundation, being dire&tly contrary to the obferva- 
tion of ail practitioners of experience ; for I hold it as a 
certainty that this matter of Lues Venerea often exifts in 
the conilitution for a great lengthof time, and is productive 
of fever, as well as a variety of other fymptoms, where no 
local affection ever enfues. It may happen where no mer- 
cury has been employed ; but we meet with it moft fre- 
guently where this medicine has been ufed, but not in 
fufficient quantities for effeCting a total removal of the vi- 
‘tus; where it therefore remains in the fyftem, and after 
durking there for a longer or fhorter period, according to 
circumftances, either breaks out early in an obvious man- 
ner, or before doing fo excites fever or fome.other anoma- 
lous fymptom of a {till lefs fufpicious nature. 

~ Inall fuch cafes of doubt and uncertainty we mutt be 
| direéted entirely by the hiftory of the rife and progrefs of 
the complaint, and by our own obfervation in affections of 
a fimilar nature. 
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. may obferve, that the opinion to which I allude, although - 
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Of the Venereal Virus, 





HAVING in the different parts of the preceding fecti- 
on given a defcription of the various fymptoms of this dif- 
eafe, I {hail now offer a few remarks upon the virus by 
which they are produced. 

Of the real natuye of the venereal virus no corre know- 
ledge is obtained; and as it can never be procured in a 
fimple {late we can fcarcely expect that much fatisfaction 
would refult from any enquiries that could be made con- 
cerningit. We meet with it moft frequently mixed with 
pus or mucus, and fometimes with blood and ferum; but 
fo intimately is it blended with thefe fluids, and fo little are 
we acquainted with the peculiar appearances of this matter, 
that we are not able to diftinguifh it. By fome the matter 
of Lues Venerea has been fuppofed to be of an acid na- 
ture ; others confider itas alkali. One fet of practitioners. 
have faid that itis of putrefcent quality, while others affert 
the reverfe. It is evident, however, that all fuch opinions 
mui{t be merely hypothetical, fo long as the matter to be 
inveftigated cannot be made obvious to the fenfes in an 
uncombined ftate. 

But although there may be fome circumftances re- 
lative to the matter of fyphilis which we may ne- 
ver be able to explain, there are others which we 
can trace with fome precifion, and wpon which I 
now mean to make a few obfervations. 'Thecircum- | 
ftances to which I fhall advert refolve themfelves | 
into the following queftions : Upon what parts. does 
the matter of fyphilis chiefly act in producing Lues — 
_Venereac When received into the fyftem ean the © 
poifon remain there without producing the difeafe? , 
And is it poflible for a perfon with the virus in a le- 
tent fate, and without any side vf difeafe, to com- 
municate the infection to others? . 
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Various opinions have prevailed upon the manner 


_ in which the matter of difeafes enters the conflitu- 
_tion. Some contend that it is taken up folely upon 


the furface of the body ; others that it enters perhaps 


entirely by the lungs; while fome are of opinion 


that a great proportion of difeafes take their origin 
in the flomach and alimentary canal. But the point 
upon which pathological writers have chiefly differ- 
ed is, Whether the matter of difeafe, when it has 
once entered the fyftem, acts moft particularly upon 
the folids or fiuids ? © 

‘The humoural pathology, as it is called, prevail- 


‘ ed univerfally for a great length of time. Difeafes 


were fappofed to be feated chiefly, if not entirely, 
in the fluids; and fo generally was this opinion re- 
ceived, that although others were occafionally pro- 
pofed, they were confidered only as innovations, and 
for*the moft part foon fell to the ground. 

Of late, however, the oppofite doctrine has begun 
to be more generally received, and it has become fa- 


-fhionable to explain the phenomena of every difeafe, 
and the operation of almoft every medicine employed 


for curing them, by their influence upon the folids. 
To me it appears that both d6pinions have-been car- 
ried too far; and while one party have iupported 
one opinion, and the other the very reverfe, that it is 


_ probable no difeafe of the conftitution can take place 


without every part of the fyitem being affected. I 
think it evident, however, that eyery difeafe pro- 
duced by contagion acts firft upon the fiuids, and that 
the folids are ultimately affected in a fecondary way 
only. . 

In Lues Venerea this appears to be {till more clear- 
ly the cafe than can be demonitrated in almoft any 
other difeafe ; a circumftance, however, that tends 


‘to fupport the general principle of the dottrine, even 


where this kind of proof cannot be obtained ; for if 
it obvioufly happens in one difeafe where the matter 
of infection can be clearly fhown to affect the fluids 
in the fir& inftance, we have reafon from analogy to 
conclude that it may likewife be fo in others, al- 
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though it ‘may not from a concurrence of cir cum- 
{tances be in our power to fhow it. 

To enter fully upon the confideration of this thon 
trine, a greater length of difcuffion would be requir- 
ed than the nature of this work willadmit. 1] fhall 
therefore only mention fhortly fuch circumftances as 
tend moft clearly to eftablifh the opinion which I 
adopt ; and even this might have been unneceflary if | 
there was not reafon to fuppofe that much inconfif- 
tent practice would be the confequence of that opi- | 
nion being admitted, which of late a great deal of | 
pains has been taken to eftablifh, 

Whatever may be the cafe in other difeafes, that 
the fluids are chiefly affected in Lues Venerea is ren- 
dered evident by the following circumftances, — 

1. The contagious matter of this difeafe is always 
communicated in a fluid form. But it is alleged, al- 
though this is the cafe, that even upon its firft appli- 
cation it {hows a tendency to act chiefly upon the fo- 
lids, by exciting inflammation wherever it is ap- 
plied. This appears, however, to be only an acci- | 
dental, not an effential property of the matter ; for | 
iaftances are frequent, as we have already had occa- | 
fion toremark, in which it enters the fyftem with- 
out inducing | ‘either inflammation or erofion. By 
the acrimony which the matter feems to poffefs in- _ 
flammation moft frequently takes place on.the {pot to 
which it is applied, by which the cerr efponding ab- 
forbents are with more certainty made to receive it 
than might otherwife be the cafe ; but no other con- 
clufion can be drawn from this. Tt happens here, as 
we have already had occafion to remark on the prac- 
tice of inoculating for the {mall pox, that the matter 
of infeftion does not readily enter the fyftem where 
inflammation is not excited; but furely few will 
fuppole that we would fail ‘i ‘producing either of 
thete difeafes, were we poffeffed of any method of 
intro ducing the matter to the common courfe of cir- 
culaiton without exciting inflanimation. “Even this, 
however, has been alleged byfome ; but befides other 
gir curmfanges which might be mentioned as proofs 
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‘of the contrary, the cleareft evidence of it is obtain- 
ed, and of inflammation not being elfentially necef- 
_fary for the production of {mall pox, from the nian- 
nerin which the natural form of the difeafe ufualiy 
appears, where no inflammation, or any other local 
affection is perceived, till the difea ale has taken place, 
when the firft efleats that occur from it are, fever, 
and quantities of matter thrown out upon the furface, 
_ This takes place in a more obvious manner in {mall 
_ pox, but it alfo happens in Lues Venerea, in which 
a great proportion of the fymptoms are evidently 
prec by contagious matter of a fimilar nature 
to that which firft entered the lymphatics at the 
time of infection, for the matter produced by veune- 
real ulcers and eruptions willvery certainly produce 
every fymptom of the difeafe, if by any means it is 
_ thrown into the fyftem of a found perfon. Of this 
every practitioner, I prefume, is fo much convinced, 
that even thofe who have thought proper in theory 
to fupport a contrary opinien would hot willingly 
| expole, themfelves to the hazard of being infected 
with matter of this kind, | 
» 2. It has been a auen te agitated with fome- 
warmth, in what manner does the virus act on be- 
ing conveyed to the mafs of blood?’ At one period 
fermentation was contidered as a principalagent in 
| producing difeafe. The matter of infection being 
received’ into the circulation, it was fuppo fed by 
"means of fermentation to poffels a power of convert- 
)ing the whole fluids of the body into its own nature, 
) This opinion, however, was liable to various ob- 
jections, and particulatly to this, that it is difficult 
"to conceive how fermentation can go on in fluids in 
‘circulation. In a ftate of extravafation we can eatl- 
ily fuppofe that it may happen; but while lite tub- 
Mifts the fluids are kept in fuch perpetual motion that 
we cannot eafily conceive how tuch a process can 
“take place. But although fermentation, im the fal 
“acceptation of the word, may not occur f) this 
caufe, I think it highly probable that the ».\t«r of 
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all contagious difeafes, and more efpecially the mat- 
ter of Lues Venerea, has a power of afflimilating to 
its own nature a certain portion, aud ab ae 
perhaps, the whole fitiids of the body. 

3. [his power may be quick or flow in its progrefs ac; 
cording to a variety of circumftances, but which, from our | 
limited knowledge-of the laws of the animal ceconomy, it - 

may never be in our powerto afcertain. 

4. While the quantity of matter thus affimilated is in- 
confiderable no marks of difeafe will be produced, nor 
will any effects refult from it till it prevails in fuch quan-— 
tity as to be capable of exciting fome degree of morbid ir- 
ritability in the living principle, | 

5- From all this I conceive that in Lues Vaeots the | 
matter of contagion acts in the firft inflance upon the fluids, | 
and that the folids are not otherwife affected, than in be- 
ing excited by this morbid fiate of the fluids to fome de- - 
gree of unufual exertion for the purpofe of throwing them 
off, by which eruptions on the {kin are produced, with ul-_ 
cers of diflerént patts, as well as all the other fymptoms of | 
the difeate. | 

6. From this view of the origin of Lues Venerea we ac- 
count for the matter of contagion remaining longer inac- | 
tive in fome inflances than in others. Befides any differ- | 
ence which may take place in the flate of the fluids upon 
which the matter has to act, and by which the affimilation 
to which we allude may be ueceloamted or retarded, the dif- 
ferent degrees of irritability which prevails in different 
perfons, and even in the fame perfon at different times, 
will alfo co-operate in producing an early or latter forma- 
tion of the fymptoms ; for while fome are eafily ftimulat- 
ed, and may therefore be acted upon almott as foon as the 
matter of contagion enters the fy{tem, others of more flug- 

gih temperaments may, for the production of the fame ef- 
Pott require the matter to be accumulated in fuch quanti- 
ties as nothing but a great length of time can accomplith. 

7. It may be faid in oppolition to this opinion, that as 
foon as this accumulated jtate cf morbid matter is accom- 
plifhed the effes of it fhould apes equally upon every 
part of the body; for the fluids circulating oer the whole, 
the effects of any nite afe to which they are liable fhould not. 
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_ be confined to particular parts, as we find to be the cafe in 
_Lues Venerea. To'this it may be anfwered, that many 
"inexplicable circumflances occur in every difeafe, and that 
_in this refpect the venereal difeafe is not different from a 
_variety of others in which particular parts ‘are more apt to 
_ be affected than others, and where it is‘equally dithcult to 
explain why they fhould be fo. [hus it is as impoffible 
to jay, why the maiter of gout fhould fix moft frequently 
upon the great toeas it isto explain the caufe of the throat 
and nofe being particularly apt to fuffer in Lues Venerea. 
There may be fome kind of attraction between particular 
parts and the matter of certain difeafes; or thefe parts may 
_be more eafily irritated than others, and which ever of 
thefe may be the cafe the fame confequences will enfue. 
| 8. It is afferted by thofe who fupport the contrary opi- 
| nion, that we cannot in any inftance difcover the caufe of 
difeafe to be in the fluids. This indeed they are under 
the neceffity of doing in order to give the appearance of 
probability to their theory in any cafe.. By difcovering 
| therefore, that this affertion is ill-founded, and that in other 
| inftances the fluids are obvioufly affected, we might from 
| analogy” fay, that they are fo in Lues Venerea, were the 
| proofs which we have adduced of it lefs evident than we 
‘have fhown them to be. Now the action of feveral other 
poifons is rendered evident to the fenfes. ‘This is parti- 
calarly the cafe with the poifon of-different kinds of vipers, 
in which ferious effufions take place in different parts of the 
body, often in the courfe of a few hours from the time of 
| the bite being inflited, and in which the colour of the 
whole ferum of the blood is even in that fhort {pace of 
‘time tinged of a morbid yellow colour. : 
g. They who are of opinion that the caufe of difeafe is 
not feated in the fluids are under the neceflity of denying 
in more inftances than one, what in Lues Venerea is well 
known to be matter of fact. ‘They are obliged to fay that 
the blood is perfectly found, and that neither this fluid, 
} nor any of the fecretions produced from it are capable of 
} communicating infection. A theory being once formed, 
every argument that militates again{t it is apt to be over- 
looked, while, in order to fupport it, faéts are explained a- 
f } 
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way in a’mannér which they will not bear. This, in fome 
inftances, may be followed by very pernicious confequen- } 
ces, particularly where fuch modes of reafoning are adopt- J 
ed and promulgated by authors of ingenuity and reputati-’ 
on; and as Mr. Hunter of London has gone farther than 
any other author in fupport of the opinion that the fyphi- } 
litic virus cannot be conveyed by or affect the fluids, the 
following obfervations will relate particularly to his work. 
“We. may obferve (fays Mr. Hunter) that even the 
blood of a pocky perfea has no power of contaminating, — 
and is not capable of giving the difeafe to another even by ff 
inoculation ; for if it were capable of irritating a found 
fore to a venereal inflammation, no perfon that had this ff 
matter circulating, or had the Lues Venerea, could efcape 
having a venereal fore, whenever he is bied, or receives a i 
icratch with a 6 the part fo wounded turning into a 
chancre, &c.” Vide p. 292. Now Mr. Hunter here af § 
fumes as matter of fact what is not the cafe; for although § 
all wounds inflited upon patients labouring under Lues 
Venerea do not become venereal ulcers, yet frequently, 
and in alm x0{t every inftance of the more advanced ftate © 
of the difeafe they do fo. I have at this timea gentleman J 
under my care whofe cafe affords an inftance of this, where } 
the bites of leeches applied to the ferotum on account of 
inflammation of one of the teftes, the confequence of Go- jf 
" norrhoea, degenerated into venereal fores. ‘his I inform- ] 
dhim would not have happened from Gonorrheea alone. 
ina upon enquiry he acknowledged that fix months ago ff 
he laboured under chancres and bubo, for which he fuf- J 
peCed that he had net ufed enough of mercury, and that § 
foraiw pe paft he had feit uneafinefs in his throaty where | 
¥ found, on infpection, that an ulcer had already formed § 
‘on one of the boinGles : 
In the courfe of bufinefs I have met with a janes of 
fimilar cafes, and every practitioner muft have done fo. 
ft mutt be remarked, however, that we have feldom occa- 
fion to take blood, either with the lancet or leeches, in’ 
fymptoms truly venereal. It is in Gonorrheea chiefly that 
this remedy becomes neceflary ; acircumftance, I may ob- 
ferve, that affords a farther proof of the difference of the. 


* Vide a quarto edition, publifhed in 1786. 
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two difeafes ; for while the fymptoms in Gonorrhcea are 
often fo acute, and the inflammation fo violent, as to ren- 
der it neceifary to difcharge a good deal of blood, this al- 
-moft never happens in Lues Venerea, a difeafe in which 
ithe parts affected become red and of a copper-colour, ac- 
companied with fome degree of uneafinefs, but in which 
) that kind of inflammation requiring biood-letting {carcely 

ever takes place. 
. Mr. Hunter was refolved, however, not to reft fatisfied 
/ with aderting that the blood of a venéreal patient could not 
_ communicaie infection. In the fame page, viz. 292, he 

even fays, that the matter produced by fuch ulcers as oc- 
car in Lues Venerea is not venereal, and that it will not 
-prodace the difeafe  ‘I’hat there may be no fufpicion of 
_miitake on my part, I fhail tranfcribe his words. ‘* When 
the matter has got into the conftitution it from thence pro- 
duces many local effects on different parts of the bedy, 
* which are in general a kind of inflammation, or at leaft an 
-increafed action, occafioning afuppuration of its own kind; 

















thefe inflammations, fimilar to the matter from a Gonor- 
rhoea or chancre, is alfo venereal and poifonous. ‘This I 
 belteve tili now has never been denied, and upon the firft 
view of the fubje&, one would be inclined to fuppofe that 
it really fhould be venereal ; for firft the venereal matter 
is the caufe; and again the fame treatment cures both dif- 
‘eafes; thus mercury cures both a chancre and Lues Vene- 
rea; however, this is no decifive proof, as mercury cures 
many difea efides the venereal. On the other hand, 
there are many ftrong reafons for believing that the matter 
is not venereal. There is one curious faét, which {hows 
itis either not venereal, or if it be, that it is not capable of 
acting in fome refpects on the body or fame flate of con- 
titution, as that matter does which is produced from a 
‘chancre or Gonorrhea. The pus from thefe latter, when 
abforbed, generally produces a bubo, as has been defcribed, 
but we never find a bubo from the abforption of matter 
froma pocky fore; for inftance, when there isa venereal 
‘uicer in the throat we have no buboes in the glands of the 
“neck; when there are venereal {ores on the arms, or even 
fuppurating nodes on the ulna, there are no {wellings of 
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it is fuppofed that the matter produced in confequence of ” 
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the glands of the arm pit, although fuch will take place if 
frefh venereal matter is applied to a common fore on tne 
arm, hand, or fingers, &c.” , 4 , 
Now all this is fuch loofe reafoning as could not have 
been looked for in a man of Mr. Hunter's experience and 


obfervation. His overlooking every argument militating } 


againi{t his favourite theory can alone account for it. If 
the fact be not general no dependence can be placed upon 
it. If it be general it is not curious: neither is it the cafe 


that the matter of chancres and Gonorrhoea ‘generally pro- | 


-duces buboes. ‘The matter of chancres often does, but it 
much more frequently does not ; and few practitioners, I 


believe, will fay that buboes are frequent confequences of © 


Gonorrheea. | 


I cannot fay what may have been the refult of Mr. Hun- | 


ter’s experience, -but I have met with many inftances of 
buboes, or {welled glands, in the thigh, axilla, and neck, 


as obvioufly produced by fores in the feet, legs, hands, and 


throat, as buboes commonly are in the groin from chan- 


cres on the penis. But admitting that the occurrenceé.is | 


not frequent, ftill this is no reafon for fuppofing that the 


matter of thefe fores is not venereal. Ifthe matter be not | 


abforbed no more harm will enfue from it than if it had 


never been formed ; and in fection II. of this chapter I 


have fhown that it is not fo frequently abforbed as the 
matter of chancres. The reafon of this I have alfo endea- 
voured to explain, by fhewing, that fome degree of irrita- 


tion is required for the purpofe of exciting the abforbents _ 


? 


to action ; and asthe matter of Lues Venerea feems to pof- 


fefs very little power of exciting irritation, excepting fuch 
as is produced by the primary fores of,the difeafe, it is ac- 
cordingly feldom abforbed, and {till lefs frequently does it 


produce buboes ; for being of a mild nature it does not fo — 


readily itimuiate the lymphatics, fo as to produce obftruc- 
tions in the glands as it goes along. % 


eafe, a number of circumftances which we daily obferve. 





Mr. Hunter would have found it difficult, or even im- | 
poflible, to explain confiftently with his theory of the dif- 


| 
4 


7 


He therefore denies that they exift; and he feems to have | 


no difficulty in doing fo, even where they are admitted by 


all unbiated practitioners. In page 291, he fays, ‘‘ It is alfo . 
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/ fuppofed that a foetus in the womb of a pocky mother may 
_ be infeéted, and have the difeafe from her, as it were na. 
_ turaliy interwoven with it. This I fhouid doubt. very 
E much, &¢.” And in page 295, he fays, ‘* It has been fup- 
_ pofed, and afferted from obfervation, that. uicers in the 
_ mouths of children from a conftitutional difeafe, which 
- Conititutional difeafe was fuppofed to be derived from the 
parent, produced the fame difeafe upon the nipples of 
women who had been fucked by them, giving it as it were 
at the third hand ; that is, the children were contaminat- 
- edeither by their mother’s or father’s having the difeafe 
- in form of a Lues Venerea, of which I have endeavoured 
_ to fhow the impoffibility.” 
_- Mr. Hunter has certainly endeavoured to fhew the im= 
- poffibility of this, for his fyflem could not otherwife have — 
had the leait plaufible appearance ; but none, excepting 
' fuch as have not had opportunities of being able to form 
| judgthents for themfelves, will fay that he has proved fuc- 
-cefsful. If I can give credit to any fact with which I am 
; ‘acquainted I muft believe in this, that children may re- 
| ceive, and frequently do receive the venereal difeafe from 
_ their parents labouring under it in a conftitutional form ; 
t and that ulcers in the mouths of thefe children will, and — 
_ frequently do produce the fame difeafe upon the nipples 
_ of women whom they fuck. Nay, that thefe will give it 
_ again to other children, and thefe children to other nurfes; 
- circumftances which I have fo frequently witnefled, fo 
" ftrongly marked, and followed by confequences fo diftrefs- 
ful to innocent fufferers, that I cannot help exprefiing a- 
: flonifhment that a practitioner of any experience fhould 
_ entertain a doubt of their exiftence. a 
- Mr. Hunter, in page 296, proceeds to fay, with fome 
. appearance of exultation, as judging it to be an unan{wer- 
‘able argument, that “‘ were it poffible to contaminate once 
_ in this way it would be poflible to contaminate for ever ; 
a circumftance which he feems to confider as ridiculous : 
But furely all this would happen. Nurfes and children 
-infe@ted in this manner would undoubtedly continue to 
- communicate the contagion to others as long as they were 
not cured of the difeafe. Nor would there be any thing in 
‘* 
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all this that does not daily happen; and im whatever way 
the difeafe is communicated we have reafon to think that 
it would be the cafe. a 

In order I fuppofe to convince others that he himfelf at 
leait is convinced of the opinion which he fupports being 


well founded, Mr. Hunter, in p. 12, goes even farther ~ 


than any thing I have yet mentioned: ‘That the venereal 
_ difeafe isto be propagated only by matter eM ed every 
day, he fays, by a thoufand inftances, An 

of this being the cafe he afterwards obferves, that he has 
gone fo far as to allow married men who had contracted he 
difeafe to cohabit with their wives, in order to fave appear- 
“ances, and always with fafety: Nay, that he could carry 
this fiill farther, ‘and allow a matried man who has a Go- 
norrhoea to have connection ‘with a found woman, if he 
took care to have all the parts cleared of matter, by fyring- 
ing the urethra, making water, and wafhing the glans. 


1 believe with Mr. Hunter, and every practi: tioner per- 


haps will do fo, that the rifk of communicating infection 
Will not be fo confiderable where no matter is formed as 
where ulceration actually takes place: but I alfo know, 
that a woman would run much rifk of being injured by co- 
habiting with a man whofe blood was infected with matter 
of fyphilis, aithough no local marks of it fhould appear, for 
I have met with various inflances of it; and J alfo know 
from a variety of facts, that both father and mother, in fi- 
tuations fuch as this, and where no bad {ymptoms were ever 
perceived, have communicated the difeafe to the feetus. 
Where this has happened from the mother being infected, 
the matter of contagion mutt pafs from the mother to the 
chiid aiong with the blood ; but where it takes place from 
the father, as is moft frequently the cafe, there is no other 
mode by which it can be conveyed but by the femen. 
“We {hall have occafion, however, to make forme farther ob- 
fervations upon this fubjedt when treating of Lues Venerea 
in new- -born infants. ~ 


From ail that I have faid, I think it will appear 


in the beiief 








that the matter of contagion in Lues Venerea, in 


the firft place, acts upon the blood” alone ; that by 
accumulation it comes to irritate the folids or Con- 


; ~ 
ee 


yr wv, 7 } i 4 
























‘Sec . I. «Or THE VENEREAL TIRUS. 85 


- 


taining parts, and in this manner that effufions and 
confequent ulcerations are produced ; that the vene- 
real poii u may remain long latent in the fyftem; 
that this will depend upon the irritability of the per- 
fon, as well as upon the particular ftate of the fluids 
-at-the time, by which they may be more or lefs lia- 
ble to the ailimilating eftects of the matter of conta- 
_ gion; and laitly, that there is no caufe of doubt that 
-a perfon with the virus in this latent ftate, and 
' without any external mark of difeafe, will communi- 
' cate the infeétion to others. : 


Soe Go Teaty; 


Of the Remedies ufed in Lues Venerea. 


§ 1. General Obfervations. 


AS no difeafe has engaged more of the attention of 
practitioners than Lies Venerea, fo there are per- 
haps none in which more remedies have been em- 
ployed. Towards the end of the fifteenth century, 
when the accurate defcription was given of 
this difeafe, a great variety of remedies was propot- 
ed for it; and as it daily increafed in violence till 
the ufe of mercury was introduced, tcarcely an arti- 
cle in the materia medica was left untried in the. 
fhort {pace which elapfed between this period and 
the fortunate difcovery of this powerful antidote. 
Even long fubfequent to this many new remedies 
were brought forth ; for while mercury feldom fails 
of curing the difeafe, it was foon found to be produc- 
“tive of many inconveniences. Every country has 
accordingly been ranfacked, but after all the re- 
fearches that have been made, the number of articles 
‘ mployed in modern practice for the cure of this 
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difeafe is very few ; and it is thefe only which I now 
mean to mention. The others , having been found 
either altogether inefficacious, Or comparatively of 
weak powers to thofe which are retained, Weve necef- 
farily fallen into difufe, fo that now it would be com 
fidered as fuperfluous to {peak of them, 

The only antifiphilitic medicines now in gener al 
ufe are mercury, guaicum, farfaparilla, mefereon, 
and opium: Of each of which I fhall fpeak fepa- 
rately. 


§ 2. Of Mercury. 


I. General Obfervations upon Mercury, 


Mercury having been long employed for the cure 

of a great variety of herpetic affections, we are not 
furprifed at finding it early introduced in the treat- 
ment of Lues Venerea, in which the moft obvious of 
the fymptoms chiefly ‘affects the integuments of the 
body. Befides, as it was univerfally known to be 
one of the moft active medicines that had ever been 
made ufe of, we can eafily fuppofe that practitioners 
would foon be induced to employ it for the removal 
of adifeafe which refifted the effects of every other 
Remedy. 
_ Mercury in its crude ftate is found to be near rly. 
inert, or not capable of producing any active effect, 
infomuch that it may be taken into the ftomach in 
very confiderable quantities. It has been fwallowed 
to the extent of feveral pounds weight, and repeated 
daily for two or three weeks together with icarcely 
any effect being perceived from it ; {fo that wherever 
it has proved active when uled i in this fate as ina 
few inftances has happened, it muft probably have 
been in confequence of its meeting with fome unu- 
fual degree of acidity in the ftomach or inteftines, 

This inactivity of mercury in a crude ftate feems 
to depend entirely upon its infolubility in the fluids 
which it ufually meets within the human body. In 
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this ftate it : is not abforbed, or if abforbed, by 
not being foluble it remains inert. 

I eds point out the different means 
employed for rendering mercury active, and for in- 
treducing it into the fyftem, but previous to this it 
will be proper to offer a few obfervations upon the 
/ordinary effects of mercury, and upon the different 
_ opinions which have prevailed refpecting its mode of 
i action in curing the venereal difeafe. 


se 


Il. Of the Effects of Mercury upon the Human Body. 


eee 


One of the moft certain effects of mercury is, that f 
it acts as a cure for the venereal difeafe. It fo fel- 
dom fails indeed, that when it happens not to fuc- 
ceed, as occafionally is the cafe, we are apt to fup- 
pote that this proceeds either from the medicine not 
having been properly adminiftered ; from its not 
having been given in fufficient quantity ; or from 
the complaints for which it is ufed not being altoge- 
| ther venereal, 

| Befides this, mercury is perhaps one of the moft 
| univerfal ftimulants with which we are acquainted. 
_ Even in fmall quantities it often excites heat over 
the whole body, quicknefs of pulfe, and other fymp- 
toms of fever. 

It is alfo a very powerful evacuant. Other medi- 
cines act with equal certainty upon particular organs, 
| of which we have examples in the effect of ipecacuan 
upon the ftomach, and of jalap, aloes, and other pur- 
| gatives upon the inteftines ; but we know of none 
| which fo generally affects all the fecretions. Almoft 
| all preparations of mercury will act as purgatives. 
} They alfo produce ficknefs, naufea, and vomiting. 
} They often excite an increafed difcharge of urine ; 
and few medicines operate with more certainty upon 
| the fkin, for they can fearcely be employed without 
being productive of fome degree of diaphoreiis. 
The moft remarkable effect, however, which we 
rceive from mercury is an increafed difcharge of 
faliva; and it is perhaps the only medicine which 
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from internal exhibition is known to act rit any 
certainty upon this fecretion. It firft excites fome 
degree of foetor in the breath, which is often ac- 
companied with a gentle naufea, and very commonly 
with the tafte of copper. The gums become red, 
full, and fomewhat tender. The falivary glands 
Pecome hard and turgid, and at laft an increafed flow 
of faliva takes place, accompanied with a good deal | 
of pain in chewing, and with a loofe vacilating ftate | 
of the teeth. For the moft part this increafed quan- 
tity of faliva bears fome proportion to the quantity | 
of mercury that has been exhibited; but this does 
not always happen, for occafionally we meet with | 
cafes in which a very great and long continued dif- | 
charge of faliva is excited by the ime dofe of | 
mercury that is ufually given. | 

In fuch.initances, if the farther idan of the medi- © 
cine be not managed with much caution, befides a great | 
flow of faliva, and {welling of the falivary glands, a very | 
diftredshul tismefadion takes place over ail the contiguous 
parts, and particularly of the tongue and fauces. This al- 
fo happens wherever mercury is given in too great quan- 
tities, and efpecially. if the patient is fuddenly and unex- 
pectedly. expofed to.cold or dampnefs. Where this takes - 
place to any. confiderable degree the whole furface of the | 
mouth over all the infide of the cheeks, the tongue, uvula, 
and gums,are apt to ulcerate, and the matter which enfues 
from mixing with the faliva gives it, both an additional foe- 
tor and.an ugly, fanious appearance: 

Befides the ufual fymptoms of fever mercury is apt to. 
excite reitlefinefs, anxiety, general debility, and a very dif- 

refsful, irritable itate of the whole fyftem. 

Thefe are the ordinary eifects.of mercury, and we fhall 
prefently have occafion to fee that in the treatment of Lues 
Venerea one of the greateft difficulties we meet with is 
the management of this medicine; for while the cure of | 
the diteafe often requires it to be given in confiderable | 
quantities, the conftitution is apt to be materially injured — 
if it be not exhibited with the greatett care and attention. — 
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Il. Of the Operation of Mercury ia the Cure of Lucs 
= js Venéreda. 
_ Various opitiions have béen offered of the action of mer= 
€ury in the cure of this difeafe. It would be foreign to 
our purpoie, however, to enter minutely into the confide- 
_ ration of any of them. I mean'therefore to make only a 
_ few obfervations upon fuch as have been moft generally 
faceivéleand chiefly upon that which in my opinion ought 
- to be adopted. 
1. Some have imagined that mercury acts chiefly in the 
cure of Lues Venerea by exciting a diffolvod or putrid 
{tate of the fluids; which they conceive to be a ftate fa- 
vourable for the peccant or morbid matter of the difeafe 
_ being thrown off from the fy{ftem. 

The chief foundation of this opinion is the foetor which 
we commonly perceive in the breath of patients under a 
courfe of mercury, and the increafe with which it is ufu- 
ally attended of almoft all the fecretions. 

When we find, however, that whatever excites a quick- 
_éned {tate of the circulation is commonly productive of an 
| increafe to all the fecretions, and knowing that a quicknefs 
| of pulfe is a very common effect of mercury, we conclude, 
| that upon this principle this effet of the medicine is more 
: clearly explained than by any other opinion that has yet 
} been fuggetted. Befidés, we know from actual obfervati- 
| on that the blood, during a confiderable patt-of a courfe of 
} mercury, inftead of being thin and diflolved, is of a more 
| firm texture than it ufually is in health. Mercury, when 
_long continued indeed, never fails to excite much languor 
} and debility, with many of the correfponding fymptoms of 
a putrefeent or fcorbutic diathefis; but as many of the 
| fymptoms of fyphilis are daily cured without this taking 
} place, there is reafon to f{uppofe that this effect of mercu- 


| ry upon the fyitem is in no way necefiary for the cure of 


thedifeafe. ; 

In confirmation of this we may remark, that all the 

‘flighter degrees of Lues Venerea are often removed, and 

in fome in{tances cured, without even the faliva being in- 

_creafed in quantity or affected with feetor: nay, a peculi- 
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arity of conftitution fometimes occurs in which we cannot 


induce either falivation or foetor of breath by all the mer-- 


cury that we dare venture to give, and ftill the cure of the 
difeafe goes on, although not fo {peedily, yet with equal 
certainty as if thefe ordinary effects of the remedy had been 
regularly induced. | 

2. The fymptoms of Lues Venerea being confidered by 
fome as the effect of a peculiar irritation excited by the 
prefence of the poifon in the fyftem, they have alfo ven- 
tured to fay that mercury cures the venereal irritation, as 
they term it, by producing an irritation of a different kind*. 

The reafoning, however, which has been employed in 
fupport of this opinion feems to be altogether hypotheti- 









cal, and directly contrary to many facts which fall daily | 


» 


a our obfervation in the treatment of this difeafe. 
Local pains may for a time be {ufpended, or they may 
even be removed altogether, by irritation of a different 


kind being’ excited either in the contiguous or fome more’ 


diftant parts of the body ; but we know of no conftitutional 
difeafe that has hitherto been cured by fuch means. This 
affords, therefore, much caufe to fuppofe that the opinion 
is ill-founded when applied to the action of mercury in 
the cure of Lues Venerea; for when no fach effect is 
found to take place in other difeafes, we cannot, without 
the ftrongeft proofs were given of it, be led to imagine that 
any thing fo very unufual fhould take place here. Mr, 
Hunter indeed gives as the chief reafon which he fuggefts 
in fupport of his opinion, that ‘‘ the difeafe can in many 
cafes be cured by raifing a violent flimulus of . another 
kind.” I muft fay, however, that I never met with an 
inftance of this, nor have I been able to hear of any who 
have done fo; neither has Mr. Hunter, in treating of the 


method of cure, mentioned any article for ie purpofe of 


curing the difeafe in this manner. 


The opinion feems to have arifen from mercury being 


known to act as a very powerful ftimulant ; but although 
this will be very generally admitted, yet it is alfo well 
known that this ftimulating effect is not only unneceflary 


* Vide Mr. Hunte:’s Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe. 
tT Vide p. 365. 
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_,for the cure of Lues Venerea, but that it is one of the moft 


- 


diftrefstul occurrences that we meet with in the treatment 
of this difeafe, and that the more we can counteraét it, 
confiftently with the quantity of the medicine to be given, 
the more certainly do we fucceed. So evidently is this 
the cafe that it may be confidered as one of the principal 
defiderata in this branch of practice, a means of throwing 
mercury in an active flate into the fyftem, and in fufficient 
quantity for the fpeedy cure of the difeafe without pro- 
ducing thefe itimulating effects. Were we poffefled of 
this the cure of Lues Venerea would be accomptifhed with 
eafe, and probably in one half of the time that is now 
found neceifary. With the afliftance of anodynes we in 
fome degree counteract the ftimulating property of mer- 
cury, but the moft powerful we can employ, even opium 
itfeif, is not altogether futficient ; fo that we fucceed only 
by exhibiting the medicine in {mall quantities, and inter- 
Tupting the ufe of it altogether whenever it excites much 
fever, or proves otherwife fo powerfully ftimulating as to 
be productive of much uneafinefs. 

Another obvious proof may be mentioned of this ftimu- 


lating property of mercury being in no degree neceflary 


for the cure of Lues Venerea. From time to time we meet 
with conftitutions in which none of the ufual effects of 
mercury are ever produced, and yet even in thefe it does 
not fail of curing the difeafe. We have already had oc- 
cafion to remark, that in fome neither falivation nor foetor 


_ of breath takes place from mercury ; but I have alfo met 


with many in whom it acts with perfect certainty in the 
cure of Lues Venerea, although it neither tends to quick- 
en the circulation nor to increafe any of the fecretions. 
In all fuch cafes too the cure is accomplifhed with more 
eafe than where mercury operates in the ufual way ; and 
it is worthy of remark, that although all the more acrid pre- 
parations of mercury will cure the difeafe, yet their {timu- 
lating properties are found to be fo hurtful and unnecella- 
ry, that almoft by the nniverfal content of practitioners they 
are now generally laid afide. i es 

- We may farther remark, that if mercury acted in the 
cure of Lues Venerea by the irritation which it excites, 


other ftimulants ought alfo to do fo; but we have not one 
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authenticated. inftance, either of a fingle ftimulant or of 
any combination of medicines of this clafs having everac- 
complifhed a cure, and which we cannot fuppofe would 
have been the cafe were the opinion which we, are now 
confidering well founded. 

3. Mercury being f{pecifically much heavier than any | 
of the fluids of the human body, it was a prevailing idea 
with many that it operated chiefly in the cure of Lues Ve- 
nerea by its weight, This opinion, however, feems to be 
equally ill-founded with the one we have juft been confi- 
dering. It has not been found that other articles of equal 
or greater ponderofity cure thisdifeafe, It is difficult, or 
even impofilible, to conceive that any medicine can prove 
ufeful merely from its weight ; and we have no inflance’ 
properly authenticated of mercury having ever been dif- 
covered in avy of our fluids in a metallic form. 

-Imay alfo obferve, that the real weight of mer- 
cury that enters the fy ftem i in any cafe of Lues Ve- 
nerea muft, for the moft part, be very incenfidera- 
ble. Where. the more active preparations of it are 
-employed this is particularly the cafe; but even 
where triturated mereury is ufed internally, the 
form now in common practice, we feldom find it ne- 
ceflary to exceed three or four drachms, and this re- 
quiring the {pace of fix, eight, or ten weeks, the quan- 
tity in the conftitution at any one time muft at all 
times be trifling. 

4. The moft prevalent opinion upon this neh tah 
at prefent is, that mercury cures the difeafe by the — 
evacuations which it excites. This has been fup- 
ported by much ingenious argument § and as it is 
known that mercury feldom exifts in the fyftem with- _ 
out preducing an increafe of one or more of the fe- 
eretions, we need not wonder at the preference which 
on a curfory view was given to it. I think, howe- 
wer, that it may be eafily fhewn that it is not in this 
manner that mercury aéts in the cure of fy philis. 

If this opinion were well founded mercury ought — 
to prove ufeful or otherwife in proportion to the 
evacuation which it excites. At one period this 
was generally pelisned to be the cafe, and accord- 
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ingly the greateft degree of falivation that a patient 
| could bear was commonly advifed; but now that the 
_ treatment of fyphilis is better underftood, it is uni- 
_ verfally known that this is not neceffary, nay, in 
many inftances that it tends evidently to retard the 
cure. t happens indeed, as we {hall hereafter. en- 
deavour to fhew, that fome of the more inveterate 
fymptoms of Lues Venerea cannot always be cured 
but with fuch quantities of mercury as neceffarily, 
in a yreat proportion of cafes, produce falivation to 
a confiderable height. But we judge that this. is 
| merely an accidental property of the medicine, and 
| not neceffarily connected with the cure of the difeafe, 
from our being able to remove all the {lighter de- 
| grees of it without exciting falivation, and from 
| cures being in fome conftitutions ebtained even of 
| the moft inveterate fymptoms, without cither the 
teeth, gums, or breath being affected. 
_ Neither does it appear that the power of mercury 
in promoting any of the other fecretions is in any 
| degree ufeful in the cure of Lues Venerea; at leait 
| inftances frequently occur in which cures are ac- 
| complifhed without any fenfible evacuation taking 
| place. Nay, I havehad evident proofs of a cure being 
| retarded by mercury going too freely off by perfpi- 
| ration; and we daily meet with inftances of this 
where it affects the bowels fo as to excite diarrhcea. 
| -If mercury acted in the cure of fyphilis by in- 
| creafing the fecretions other evacuants ought occa- 
| fionally to cure it, But no inftance of this has hap- 
| pened, while we cannot doubt but that it muit have 
~been frequently perceived if any advantage had ever 
| been derived from them. ‘The neceflity of promot- 
| ing one or other of the fecretions for the cure of 
| other difeafes is fo frequent, and Lues Venerea fo of- 
| ten takes place along with other complaints, that eve- 
‘ry doubt would long ago have been removed. If 
| the opinion which we are now confidering had been 
well founded every practitioner muft have obferved 
bE inftances of the difeafe being cured by diaphoretics, 
diuretics, &c. but none will probably affert that 
| they have done fo. 
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We might, a@ prior7, fuppofe, that fyphilis cannot 
be cured by evacuants, but we know from experi- 
ence that it is fo, and that they do not even afford re- 


lief in any of the fymptoms, ‘We can eafily con-_ 
ceive how thofe difeafes that originate from affec- 


tions of the folids, particularly fuch as are produced 


by fpafm, or ftricture upon the fuface, may be much | 
alleviated, or even altogether removed, by the ope-_ 


ration of diaphoretics. By removing the caufe the 
effect will commonly foon ceafe- But where the 
fymptoms are induced by contagion in the general 
mafs of blood, and where this contagion has a power 


of propagating itfelf, as we have fhewn to be the > 


cafe in Lues Venerea, it does not appear how they 
are to be removed by any evacuations. By the ufe 
of diaphoretics and other evacuants the quantity of 
filnids in the fyftem will no doubt be leffened, but 
this will not alter the nature of thofe that remain: 
If they were difeafed before they will {till continue 
fo; for it is not alleged that medicines of this nature 
have the power of difcharging thofe* parts of the 
blood that are difeafed’ and leaving fuch only as are 


found, and yet this would neceffarily be the cafe if | 


the venereal difeafe could be cured by evacuants. 

_ 5. Of all the opinions that have yet been advanc- 
ed concerning the operation of mercury in the cure 
of Lues Venerea, that which fuppofes it to act as an 
antidote is liable to the leaft difficulty. This was 
long ago very univerfally admitted, nor was much 
doubt ever entertained of it, till attempts were made 
by theoretical writers to account for every difeafe, 
and for the operation of every medicine, upon fuch 
general principles as are not often applicable in prac- 
tice. Where principles of this kind are clear and 
evident they ought certainly to be‘adopted, but the 
fureft method of having them overlooked in every 
cafe is to attempt to introduce them in all. By do- 
ing fo abfurdities muft often be admitted which tend 
to invalidate the whole, and by which many are led 


to throw afide reafoning in all cafes, who willingly © 


would go into it if our fy{ftems of theory were con- 
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| fined to fuch queftions as it is in our power to ex- 
| plain. 


‘ 


Writers of this clafs deny the antidotal power of 


| every medicine merely from their not being able to 
/account for the manner in which they act. They 
do notconfider that many of the moft common ope- 
| rations in chemiftry are equally inexplicable. Thus 


no perfon can fay why or in what manner the pro- 


| perties of an alkali fhould inftantly be deftroyed 


by an acid brought into contact with it. I,do not 


fay that the operation of mercury in the cure of fy- 
| philis is analogous to this; but the one I think is 
| equally incomprehen{ible with the other, and that 
mercury acts in this difeafe confiftently with the 


idea which we affix to an antidote is at leaft highly 


| probable. What I conceive to be the property of 
-an antidote, is, that when it comes in contact with 
the poifon for which it is appropriated, it either 
_yvenders it altogether inert or fo far changes its na- 
| ture that no dileterious effets are produced by it. 
| Now it fo happens that we can bring more decifive 
proofs of this being the effect of mercury in the cure 
| of Lues Venerea, than we might at firft imagine 
| would be in our power in accounting for the action 
| of any medicine in the cure of any difeafe. Among 
| other circumftances which tend to eftablifh this the 
| following may be enumerated. 


ift, We know by experiment that the matter of Lues 


| Venerea on being mixed with the triturated mercury is 
rendered inert, and will not produce the difeafe. The 
| fa is recorded by the beft authority, the late Doctor Cul- 
len, who having fupported more ably perhaps than any 
| other perfon an oppotite opinion, we are not to fuppofe 
| that he would have given room to what militated fo {trong- 
ly againft it if he had not been convinced of the fact being 
I} well founded. Wiswords are, ‘‘ A phyfician took a quan- 
| tity of matter from a venereal chancre, and mixing it with 
| a quantity of Plenk’s gummy folution of mercury, he ap- 


plied this mixture toa found perfon, but could not find | 


that it produced either chancre or any other fyphilitic 


* 
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fymptom.’* ‘This fact of itfelf might be judged to be de- 


cifive, but more complete conviction is obtained of its be- 
ing fo from every view that we can take of the chief phe- 
nomena obferved to occur from the operation of mercury 
im the cure of this difeafe. 


adly, We have daily evidence of mercury curing vene- | 


real fores not merely by acting upon the difeafe in the 
eonftitution, but on being locally applied to chaneres and 
other ulcers. 


In anfwer to this it is faid that thefe fores may be cured 


by other articles befides mercury. Allowing this to be | 


the cafe, it is fufficient for our purpofe that they are moré 
certainly and more fpeedily cured by mercurial applicati- 
ons than by any others ; a fact fo notorious, that mercury 
in One form or other is now the chief dreffing for chancres 


all over Europe. Copper has been much extolled for this. 


purpofe, but although I have ufed it in every variety of 
form it has never proved equal to the different preparati- 
ons of mercury. 

It is alfo faid that mercury does not always cure vene- 
real ulcers, which it ought we are told, to do, if it ated as 
an antidote. ‘Phis kind of cavil, however, requires no fe- 
rious anfwer. We may regret that our medicines will not 
cure every difeafe, but all will allow that we are more cer- 
tain of cues Lues Venerea with mercury than of remov- 
ing any other difeafe by any remedy whatever. 


adly, Befides thefe local effects of mercury upon the 


matter of Lues Wenerea we have the cleareft proofs that 


can be wifhed for of ‘its acting as an antidote to the virus 


through the whole progreis of the difeafe. Nay, the very 
practice of thofe who combat this opinion tends to evince 
it, aithough they do not feem to be fenftble of its doing fo. 
‘The firit fymptom of the difeafe that commonly fucceeds 
to chancre is bubo, produced, as is now univerfally known, 
by the venereal virus beimg abforbed and lodged in a lym- 


phatic gland. Now it is acknowledged by all who have © 
paid attention to the fubje@, that our beft practice here is” 
to bring the mercury we mean to employ as quickly as pot- | 





fible into contact with the virus lodged in the obftructed 


* Vide'a Treatife on the Materia Medica by the late Doctor William Callen. 
Vol}. Il. p. 448. 


| 





» 


| Sed. IV. yw LUES VENEREA, 97 


gland. Nay, of fomuch importance is it that this fhould 
be done, that although we may prevent the /y/fem from 
| fuffering, by throwing the medicine in a different manner; 
yet no other practice will prevent the virus from continu- 
ing to irritate the obftructed gland till it is at laft thrown 
out by.a complete formation of matter, Now in what 
manner does the mercury act here? It cannot be by dif- 
folving the texture of the blood, for we have already fhewn 
that this does not happen if it be not from a courfe of mer- 
cury’ being long continued, while buboes are often remov- 
ed by a very fhort application of it: It cannot be by its 
weight, for a few grains of it often proves fufficient ; and 
befides, it would have in moft inftances to a@ contrary to 
its own gravity. It is not by exciting irritation, under a- 
ny kind of modification, for when mercury fucceeds in re- 
folving thefe tumours, the pain produced by the firft for- 
mation of them very ‘quickly fubfides, while no irritation 
of any other kind ever fucceeds to it. Neither does it aa 
by exciting evacuation ; nor could evacuations of any kind 
be of any avail. . The difeafe is here in a local ftate: In 
_ the formation of bubo the matter does not neceflarily enter 

the fyitem, fo that there is nothing to carry off. I there- 
fore think we may fairly conclude that as the action of 
| mercury in the cure of buboes cannot be accounted for in 
| any other manner, and as we find from the teftimony of 

all practitioners that it has no influence in refolving them, 
but when brought into direct contact with the venereal vi- 
tus, that it proves effeciual only by acting as an antidote to 
the virus. In my opinion this affords the cleareft proof 
of its doing fo that can poflibly be given. It even re- 
_ moves the objection that has been ftated to the antidotal 
power which we fuppofe mercury to exert in the cure of 
chancres, where it is faid that thefe fores can be cured by 
other applications; for in the treatment of buboes no 
practitioner has ever ventured to fuppofe that they can be 
| refolved by the abforption of any other remedy but mer- 

cury. 
} ~ 4thly, In tracing the effe@t of mercury upon the vene- 
§ real virus ftill farther we have all along the cleareft evi- 
dence of its acting as an antidote. In the treatment of 
many of the fymptoms of fyphilis, almoft as foon as we cam 
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fuppofe the mercury to have entered the fyftem, the fame 


kind of relief is obtained. which we experience from this _ 


remedy. when it proves fuccefsful in refolving buboes. 
This is particularly the cafe in the venereal fore throat, 





where a good deal of uneatinefs generally prevails till mer- - 


cuty is‘given, and in which much relief is commonly ob- 
tainted foon after it is employed, without any other irritati- 
on being excited, and often betore the medicine has pro- 
duced any evacuation whatever. 


5thly, We conclude that the relief experienced from: 


the internal ufe of mercury in the treatment of local ve- 
nereal es tg proceeds from the medicine coming in 
contact with the virus, in the firit place, from. our finding, 
as I have juft obferved, that it is analogous to what happens 
in the cure of buboes, where we know that the mercury is 


directly applied to the virus ; and fecondly, from our hav- - 


ing convincing proofs of the medicine entering the circu- 
lation almoft in every cafe in which it proves fuccefsful, 
and therefore that it muft be applied to every part that is 
difeafed. Some indeed have alleged that mercury never 
enters the circulation. na metallic form this may per- 
haps be the cafe, but that the effential parts of at pafs into 
the fyftem is obvious, not merely from its influence in cur- 
ing difeafes, but from the tafte which it gives to the faliva, 
although it be abforbed at a diftant part of the body ; and 
from the effect produced by the exhalation of a perfon un- 
der mercury upon gold and _filver carried in the pocket, 
which is exactly fimilar to that which occurs from lout 
being rubbed upon thefe metals. 

6thly, It has been ftated as an objection to this opinion, 
that the quantity of mercury employed for the cure of 
Lues Venerea is fo {mall that it is dificult to conceive how 


it. can have any influence upon the general mafs of blood, 


to which it bears fuch a fmall proportion. ‘To obviate this - 


difficulty an ingenious opinion has been offered. As we 
_ perceive the verse? eel virus to produce effects chiefly upon 
particular parts, it is fuppofed that all that exifts of it in 
the mats of blood may be thrown out upon or be attracted 


by thefe parts, and therefore that the mercury employed | 
m the cure, initead of acting upon the general mafs of 
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_ blood, may be fuppofed to exert all its influence upon the 
|, dileafed paris oniy.* | 
‘a [ think it more probable, however, from many of the 
phenoiaena of the difeafe, and it muft undoubtedly be fo 
_. if the opinion f have endeavoured to fupport be well found- 
ed, that the whole mafs of blood is tainted in an equal de- 
gree while any part of the contagion remain in the confti- 
tution, and that the mercury employed in the cure acs 
equally upon every part of it. We know that the difeate 
itfeif may be produced by a very {mall particle of matter. 
We may juii as readily fuppofe therefore that it may be 
cured by a {mali quantity of any remedy that acts as itsan- 
tidote ; and it is perhaps equally difficult to explain the 
manner in which fuch a {mail portion of matter a@s in af- 
fimilating quickly to its own nature fuch a large proporti- 
on of our fluids, as it 1s to account for the manner in which 
the mercury operates which we employ for curing the 
_fymptoms produced by it, ; pei gn 
Upon the whole, therefore, as the aion of mercury in 
the cure of Lues Venerea is not accounted for by any other 
opinion that has yet been cfiered; as we have complete 
evidence of this difeafe being at all times the effe@ of con- 
tagious matter entering the blood; as the local effects of 
' this matter are cured by mercury, whether they appear in 
_ the form of uicers or by obftructing the lymphatic glands ; 
as no other remedy hitherto employed operates with any 
certainty, either in removing the matter from the blood, 
or in obviating the effects of it; as mercury feldom or ne- 
ver fails in curing fyphilis, when it can be made to enter 
the blood, if it be not in the moft advanced ftages of the 
difeafe, or when Lues Venevea is connected with other dif- 
eafes, or with fuch peculiarities of conftitution as will not 
bear a fufficient quantity of mercury ; and as no inflance 
perhaps can be adduced of a cure being accomplithed 
where the prefence of mercury in the blood was not ren- 
dered obvious either by the ufual effects of it upon the 
~ mouth or upon gold and filver carried in the pocket, we 
_ have no reafon to doubt of this remedy operating perhaps 
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* Vide Obfervations on Mercury, by Dr. Andrew Dunean, profefior cf medi- 
cine in the univerfity of Edinburgh. 
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entirely as an antidote; that is, by rendering the matter 
of contagion inert or incapable either of exciting the dif- 
eafe, or continuing the fymptoms even after the difeafe 
has been produced. ; 


IV. Of the Preparations of Mercury, 


We have already had occafion to obferve that crude 
mercury is not foluble in any of the fluids which it ufual- 
ly meets with in the human body; and as no effects refult 
from it while it remains in this infoluble ftate it has been 
confidered as a very important object to prepare it in fuch 
a manner that it may with moft eafe and fafety be intro- 
duced into the fyftem ina foluble form. It unfortunately 
happens, however, that all the active preparations of mer- 
cury, I mean fuch as prove effectual in curing the vene- 
real difeafe, are apt to excite very difagreeable fymptoms, 
particularly falivation to a diftrefsful height, purging, and 
general debility. Scarcely any point in practice has there- 
fore met with more attention than the different methods 
of exhibiting mercury. Regular practitioners have in all 
countries been anxious to render mercury at the fame time 
ative and fafe, while it has been the pride of every empi- 
rick to be able to boaft of fome new difcovery by which 
this remedy may be given with freedom and fafety without 
being deprived of any of its effential properties. | 
_ The preparations of mercury are accordingly very nu- 
merous : upwards of five hundred might be enumerated. 


The confequence of which is, that much doubt and un-— 


certainty has taken place concerning them; for while one 
preparation has been in common ufe with fome practition- 


ers, we find it entirely neglected by others; arid in fome 


countries preparations of mercury are employed daily 
which in others are very generally condemned. . 


This would lead to the conclufion of our being able to - 


cure the difeafe with perhaps equal eafe and fafety with a 
great variety of thefe preparations, and this I believe to be 
in fome meafure the cafe. We are very apt to fall intoa 
routine of practice, from which it is with fome difficulty 
that we emerge, and which therefore every practitioner 
oughi early in hte to guard againft. In no inftance isthe 
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[want of attention to this more confpicuous than in our 
practice ' in Lues Venerea, where the fame practitioner ve- 
\ty. commonly perfitts in tHe {fame method of exhibiting 
Mercury, and is therefore foon induced to fuppofe that no 
fother is equal to it, whereas were he to make trial of others 
|he would tind many by which the difeafe can be cured with 
| equal eale, expedition, and certainty. ‘l’o enumerate all 
| the preparations of mercury that have been employed could 
| anfwer no good purpole ; and being unneceilary, the at- 
} tempt would be i improper. I fhall {hortly mention, how- 
} ever, all fuch as are in general ufe, with the views which 
3 practitioners have in giving a preference of one to the 
| other. 

| It is found by “experience that mercury may be 
rendered foluble, fo as to prove active when receiv- 
- anre the fyfien; is three differ Sk proceffes ; by 


/ 


riety of acids. 

| Whether any property is communicated by any of 
‘thefe proceffes to mercury which it did not before 
| poffels it may be difficult to determine. It would 
)appear that they render mercury active nearly in 
| proportion to the degree of folubility which they 
| give to it; and this again feems to depend in a great 
| meafure upon the degree of feparation produced 
by thefe proceffes between the different particles of 
| the mercury: At leaft this is clearly the effect of 
| trituration, We have feen that in a crude {tate this 
| metal is altogether inert ; and we find by experience 
yest it proves active in proportion to the trituration 

Bester: upon it; and as by, calcination and {olu- 
| tion it is rendered {till more active than it can be 
| made by triture alone, we conclude that thefe 
| proceffes are better calculated for producing a more 
7 complete divilion of its particles. 

i By agitation alone mercury may be reduced to the 
\aftate: of ‘a powder, as was firft attempted by Doctor 
| Boerhaave, and afterwards by the very ingenious 
| Doctor Seiaders of London; but the length of time 
: nites for this being very confiderable, practition- 
| ers have been accuftomed. to triturate the mer xeury 
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with fuch fubftances as tend more effectually to keep | 
the particles of the metal feparate from each other,. 
by which, while the virtue of the medicine is not 
leffened, the procefs for obtaining i it is much fhort- | 
ened, This, accordingly, is the foundation of va- | 
rious active preparations of mercury, of which the 
following are in moftefr equent ufe, 

I. Where the mercury Is triturated with unéhueus 
fubftances, and uled externally only, as is the cafe 
in, the emplaftr um hydrargyri of the London and 
Edinbargh difpenfatories, and in the unguentum hy- 
drargyri vel mercuriale. 

II. Where it is tritured with gums, mucilages, 
and faccharine fubftances, and clecfiy employed for 
internal ufe, as in the piles hydrargyri pharm, 
Lond. and Edin, ; in the folutio mercurialis gum- 
mofa of Plenk; in the injectio mereurialis ; and mel 
mercuriale. 

* JIT. Where it is tritured with dry calcerous pow- 
ders, fuch as crabs eyes, and prepared chalk, form- } 
ing what is ufually termed mercurius alkalifatus.*  - 

Befides thefe mercury might be tritured with fe- 
veral other fubftances with perhaps equal advantage, 
Sulphur alone feems to render it inert or nearly fo. 
The more friction that is employed upon mer cury 
mixed with any other fubftance the more active it 
becomes, while the more that it is rubbed with ful- 
phur the more inert it is rendered. 

A very active preparation of mercury is obtained 
by means of heat; it is termed mercurius calcinatus, 
and is the bafis of different pills and powders, In 
this procefs the mercury is,reduced to a calx by long 
expofure to a very confiderable degree of heat. 

Mercury is found to be more or lefs foluble in eve- 
ry acid, and the calx or falt obtained from thefe fo- 
lutions gives the moft active form of the remedy with 
which we are acquainted. 

1ft, Mercury combined with the muriatic acid 
gives, by different proceffes, the mercurius fublima- | 

* Prefcriptions for each of thefe, as well as for the preparation of every other. 
article which I fhall have occafien to mention, will be given in the Appendix. 
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tus corrofivus, or hydrargyrus muriatus corrofivus ; 
j and mercurius dulcis, calomel, or hydrargyrus mu- 
| riatis mitis; from the firft of which are prepared the 
| folutio mercurii {pirituofa of Van Swieton ; the aqua 
| phagadenica and other watery folutions of corrofive 
| fublimate.of different authors, and pilule e mercu- 
|rio corrofivo, From the latter, viz. mercurius dul- 
| cis, are prepared a variety of active formule both for 
| internal and external ufe; but 'thefe differing only 
| in the vehicles by which they are conveyed it is not 
| neceflary to enumerate them here. | 


Qdly, With the acid of nitre, from which is pre- 


| pared mercurius precipitatus ruber, the bafis of va- 
| rious external applications; ungentum hydrargyri 

nitrati mitius, vel ungentum citrinum ; and the pul- 
| vis mercurii cinereus. 


3dly, With the vitriolic acid, with which we prepare 


turpethum minerale. 


4thly, With the acid of vinegar, from which is prepar- 


ed Keyfer’s pills ; analogous to which is the terre feuillete 
mercurielle of Preflavin, prepared with mercury diffolved 
| in the acid of tartar. : | 


Mercury has alfo been diffolved in the acids of lemons, 


| fugar, borax, arfenic, and {par > and in a greater or lefler 
| degree it is foluble, as I have already obferved, in perhaps 
“every acid; but as every ufeful purpofe of the medicine 
| may be obtained from one or other of the foregoing forms, 
_it appears to be unneceflary to enumerate more, particu- 
| larly, as thofe who with for farther information will-readi- 
| ly obtain it in the various Difpenfatories publifhed in dif- 
| ferent parts of Europe. ; : 
_. It may here be proper to remark, that although all of 
thefe preparations are in appearance different from each 
other, yet all of them feem to have nearly the fame effect 
‘upon the mercury. They tend allto reduce it to the form 
of a calx, and in proportion as the calcination is complete- 
‘ly accomplifhed the medicine becomes active or other- ~ 
‘wife. Even the trituration of mercury has the effect of 
_ teducing it to the flate of a calx, and.it is obvioufly in this 
manner that it is acted upon by acids ; for when diffolved 
in acids, and the folution evaporated, nothing but a pure 
’ ealx is obferved to remain. 


. 
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But although all of thefe preparations of mercury feem } 
to be more or lefs active according as the calx which they 
produce is more or lefs perfect, there is however fome ma- 
nifeft difference in the calces obtained from them. All 
of them produce the diftinguifhing characteriftics of mer- 
_ cury upon the fyftem: they cure the venereal difeafe; 
and they excite falivation; but this isdone much more ea 
fily, and with lefs diftrefs in the Operation, by fome of 
thefe than by others. : 

Of all the preparations of mercury thofe Ritlicad by 
triture alone feem to be the beft for general ufe. ‘They 
cure the venereal difeafe with the fame certainty as the 
others, and they are not fo apt to affect the ftomach and 
bowels ; although the faline preparations of mercury, when 
the acid with which they are combined is completely fe- 
parated from them, may, under proper management, be 
given with perfect fafety, and with equal certainty of cur- 
ing the difeafe. Corrofive fublimate mercury, as it is term- 
ate is one of the moft acrid of all the mercurial: calces,* 
infomuch that fcarcely any perfon can bear it in the dofe 
of a grain, and in the quantity of a very few grains it acts 
asa poifon; but even this very acrid remedy is rendered 
fo mild by being deprived of the acid with which the mer- 
cury is united, that in the form of calomel it may with fafe- 
ty be given to the extent of feveral grains at once.f We 
find alfo that the faline calces of mercury prove in fome 
degree acrid in proportion to the ftrength of the acid with 
which they are combined: hence all the combinations of 
mercury with the muriatic acid, with the acid of nitre, and 
the vitriolic acid, prove much more acrid than the calces 
obtained from mercury united with the acetous acid, or 
acid of tartar. It is therefore probable that if thefe pre- 
parations of mercury could be entirely deprived of. their. 
_faline combinations, that they would not differ in any ma- 
terial point from the preparations obtained of this metal 
by triture. 

As yet however we have not keen able by any procefs 
‘to which they have been fubjecied, to prevent them from 
operating very differently upon the human body, accord- — 
ing to the kind of acid with which they are prepared. 


* Vide Appendix, No. 8. Vide No. 9. 
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| Thus, while fimple triturated mercury acs chiefly upon 

the falivary glands, mercurius fublimatus corrofivus is 
| tore apt to act as a diaphoretic, and it readily excites nau- 
| fea and vomiting. The fanve preparation again, when 
| more completely deprived of its acid, does not feem to af- 
fet the fkin, nor in {mall dofes does it fo readily injure the 
ftomach, while it atts with more certainty as a purgative. 
| Indeed calomel, in proper dofes, is perhaps one of our 
| fureit purgatives; and in order to act upon the falivary 
| glands it muft either be given in {mall dofes, frequently 
| tepeated, or combined with opium or fome other aftrin- 
| gent. The mercurius cinerius is alfo apt to affect the bow= 
els, while the combination of mercury with the vitriolic 
| acid in the form of ‘Turbeth’s mineral, or hydrargyrus vi- 
| triolatus flavus, chiefly operates upon the ftomach. 

It is proper that in practice thefe different ations of 
the preparations of mercury fhould be kept in view; for 
| although all of them, as I have obferved already, will, un- 
der proper management, cure the venereal difeafe, fome 
| advantage is occafionally obtained from adapting them as 
much as poffible tothe nature of the fymptoms for which 
| they are intended. Thus, when a mercurial emetic is 
| wifhed for, we give Turbeth’s mineral; calomel is always 
| given as a mercurial purgative; and in particular atfecti- 
/-ons of the fkin corrofive fublimate appears in fome in- 
_ftances to fucceed where other preparations of mercury 


| have failed. : 
V. Of the different Methods of exhibiting Mercury. 


In the cure of Lues Venerea, mercury, in every form, 
_ acts either locally upon particular fyftems or it enters the 
fyftem and cures the difeafe of the conftitution. We thall 
afterwards have occafion to {peak more particularly of the 
| treatment of local affe@tions; at prefent we fhall attend 
chiefly to the different methods of throwing mercury into 
the fyftem. i sat By 
Three different methods have been employed for exhi- 
biting mercury; by conveying it in the form of fumes s 
_ by taking one or other of the preparations of mercury in- 
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to the ftomach ; and by applying them to the furface of the 
body. 3 
The fumes of mercury are applied to the body by burn- 
ing different mercurial calces in the patient’s chamber. 
By thus breathing, as it were, a mercurial atmofphere, and 
having the fumes equally applied to every part of the fur- 
face of the body, the ufual effects of mercury upon the 
fyftem are foon produced, more quickly perhaps than by 
any other method. Cinnabar is commonly employed 
for this purpofe ; but Turbeth’s mineral, with the ad- 
dition of fulphur, and A‘thiop’s mineral, anfwers } 
equally well, — abt | 
' Where it is meant to raife a falivation fuddenly, or 
to throw mercury quickly into the fyi{tem, this is per- 
haps the fureft method of doing it; for with the fumes. 
-of mercury a falivation is fometimes excited in the 
courfe of afew hours, ‘This brought the pra¢tice in- 
to much reputation when falivation alone was confi- | 
dered as the chief part of the cure ; but now when it | 
is known that Lues Venerea may be cured without 
much falivation being excited; that the more gradu- } 
ally mercury is thrown into the fy{tem the more ef- | 
fectually it operates; and that very violent effects | 
are fometimes produced by fumegating with mercury, 
the practice has of late been very generally laid afide. | 
I think, however, that it may occafionally be em- } 
ployed with advantage; and in different inftances I ]| 
have found this to be the cafe. I will not fay that it 
ought ever to come into general practice, but I am } 
clearly of opinion that it fhould not in all cafes be laid 
afide. The fumes of mercury being applied to vene- 
real fores will fometimes forward a cure when every 
other preparation has been tried in vain; and I have 
met with a few cafes in which the mercury either 
went off too rapidly by ftool when taken.into the fto- 
mach, or where it was not abforbed if applied in the 
form of unction to the furface of the body, and in which 
it foon proved effectual when ufed in this manner, 
It is particularly ufeful where venereal fores are feat- 
ed on parts of much importance ; and where, from 
making a rapid progrefs, there is caufe to dread that 
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they may prove hazardous. In fuch circumftances 


_ we feldom fail in giving a fudden check to the fymp- 
toms by fumegating with mercury ; but this is per- 


haps all.that we fhould expec from it. It is obvionf 
ly of a more fubtile nature than any other mercurial 
application, It therefore enters the fyf{tem more rea- 
dily ; but the effects produced by it are not ufually 
permanent. By a proper application of the fumes of 
mercury fores may: be healed {peedily, and the pains 
induced by venereal nodes very completely removed, 
and yet the difeafe will return in full force if this praGice 
alone fhould be trufted. When therefore it is judged pro- 
per, for the reafon I have given, toemploy mercury in this 


manner, and when the fymptom for which it was empioy- 


ed is checked, the cure fhould be completed by fome other 


| preparation, whofe effects, although flow are more perma- 
nent, as very generally happens both from a proper appli- 
cation of mercurial ointment and from the internal exhibi- 
' tion of the common mercurial pill. In this manner much 
benefit may be derived from a remedy which feems to have 
| been laid afide without any fufficient reafon, and from our 
| trufting to it alone when others ought to be given along 
|, with it. : | 


The fumes of mercury may alfo be applied with fafety. 


| They appear to prove hurtful chiefly when received in 
| too great quantity into the lungs, but this may eafily be 
| prevented by burning a fmall quantity at once ; and we 
| may even confine the {team to the furface of the body, or 
| to any particular part of it. Such boxes as are employed 
| for confining the fteam in vapour baths anfwer the fame 
| purpofe here. | 


We have daily proofs of mercury entering the fyftem 


| by being abforbed from the ftomach and inteftines; but 
| this mode of exhibiting the remedy is liable to one very 
| important difficulty. Every preparation of mercury that 
| has yet been invenied is apt to irm her t 
“or bowels, by which they not only excite ficknefs and 


| purging, 


tate either the fiomach 


but by depriving the patient of appetite he foon 


‘becomes much emaciated and debilitated. When puthed 


| far indeed the effects of mercury given in this manner are 


: The flomach becomes 


| in fome inftances very diftreisful. 


‘ 
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fo much weakened that any food taken into it is eithes j im- 
mediately rejected, or remains undigefted, and the bowels 


are fo entirely deprived of their tone that they feem to’ 


lofe all power of retenfion. Even when completely emp- 


tied a degree of tenefmus often takes place, from which a | 


great deal of mifery is often experienced, 

The preparations of mercury which do leaft injury to 
the flomach and bowels are thofe, as I have already obferv- 
ed, that are obtained by agitation or triture; but eventhey 
prove frequently troublefome, and require always a good 
deal of management. ‘They fhould never be given in 
large dofes ; and as foon as any degree of irritability is in- 


duced by them, either in the ftomach or inteftines, an opi- 


ate fhould be given along with them. Of thefe prepara- 
Hon the beft and moft convenient form is the blue pill 
of the Edinburgh difpenfatory, of which four grains of the 
mafs, which contains. one grain of mercury, being given 
three times a-day, will in moft inftances affe&t the mouth 
in a very {hort time. _ Some conftitutions indeed require 
more, but this feldom happens where the mercury has been 
futhciently triturated. ’ ‘Wherever much more than this 
has been given the mercury either has not been properly 
triturated or we’ may conclude that much of it has pafled 
through the inteftines without being abforbed, or that the 
conftitution of the patient refifts this effect of mercury. 


Mercurits alkalifatus, ‘and Pléenk’s folution of mer- | 


cury in ‘mucilage of gum arabic, are nearly of the 
fame nature with the blue pill, ‘but they are both 
more apt to purge, particularly the latter, notwith- 





fRanding of all that Plenk the inventor has faid to 
the contrary. When properly prepared no more | 


mercury fhould be given in either of thefe formule 
than in the mercurial pill; and as a much ereater 
quantity is commonly direéted, this can only pro- 


ceed from neither of the preparations being made — 


with fufficient exactnefs, and from much of the mer- 


cury which they contain being left altogether inert | 


_ by not being duly triturated. 


Many -will-be furprifed at the fmall dofes of thefe 
articles which I have mentioned here, as more than 
double of this is commonly given. It is not uncom- 


: 
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- mon to advife fix, feven, or eight of the blue pills 
daily; and twenty grains of mercurius alkalifatus is 
| recommended for a dofe.* Now I know from daily 
experience that the blue pill when properly prepar- 
| ed cannot be given in this quantity. I feldom give 
| more than two pills a day, and very rarely above 
| three; and in each pill, as I have obferved, there is 
exactly one grain of mercury. But the mafs from 
which thefe are formed is prepared with much atten- 
tion: they are triturated fix or feven hours daily 
| for thirty or forty days; and when the mercurius 

alkalifatus is properly prepared it proves equally 
| powerful; but it is difficult to feparate the particles 
of mercury when rubbed with a dry powder, that 
this preparation is now very generally laid afide. It 
requires to be rubbed for at leaft one hundred days, 
in order to bring all the mercury into a {tate of ac- 
| tivity. 


| © Some are of opinion that mercurius calcinatus is 
| equal in its effects to any. of thefe preparations.T 
The dofe is a grain or two evening and morning, ei- 
ther in the form of a pill or powder. It will cer- _ 
tainly cure the difeafe, and it puts a ftop to the fymp- 
toms perhaps as {oon as any other form of mercury ; 
but I have fometimes thought that its influence is 
not fo permanent; that is, the fymptoms have been 
more apt to recur after a fufficient quantity of this 
medicine was fuppofed to be given. But fo many 
facts are requifite to afcertain this that I cannot {peak 
| decifively about it. From all that I know of it, 
‘ however, it does not appear to be equal to the blue 
mercurial pill, The eafe with which it is prepared 
feems to be the only circumftance in which it has a 
preference ; but thisis a point of little moment when 
put in competition with utility... A tendency which 
it has to act upon the ftomach and bowels may for the 
-moft part be checked by the addition of a {mall quan- 
tity of opium. 


* Vide Mr. Hunter’s Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe. 
+ Vide Appendix, No. 7. 
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Hydrargyrus muriatus corrofivus, commonly term- 
ed corrofive fublimate, when it does not afiect the 
ftomach, proves frequently a very ufeful medicine. 


-It was never generally employed for internal ufe till 





the celebrated Van Swieton brought it into repute. 
It has fince been much ufed in almoft every part of 
Europe ; and being eafily difguifed, and not fo apt 
to falivate as other preparations of mercury, it has 
formed the bafis of almoft all the quack medicines 
that has of late been employed for the cure of this 
difeafe, \ 
The form of ufing this medicine by Van bec iatan 
is, however, the moft naufeous of any. - He advifes 
it to be diffolved 3 in {pirits, and one or two fpoonfuls,, 
containing from a quarter to half a grain of mercury, | 
or even more, is commonly given evening and morn-_ 
ing; and this is dire@ed to be continued tilla cure is 
accomplifhed.* Few can bearit inthis manner ; for 
it not only affe&ts the ftomach, but in this quantity — 
it is apt to excite diarrhoea. Neither can it be with 
fafety given in powder, as it is not4eafily levigated — 
fo finely as to prevent it from acting mechanically — 
upon the ftomach. ‘The beft form of ufing it feems | 
to be in a watery folution, and this may either be 
given in a mucilaginous mixture or mixed with 
broths, or the folution may be made intoa mafs with — 
crumbs of bread, wheat-flour, or flour of liquorice, 
and divided into ‘pills, T Inftead of giving it in larger 
dofes evening and morning, it anfwers better to give 
the fame quantity divided into four or five dofes. 
A grain of mercury may in this manner be given — 
daily ; that is, a quarter of a grain four times a-day. 
Some have advifed more, but this is the Jargeft dole 


‘that Ihave ever been able to continue for more than 


two or three days together. 

Opiates have not elie fame influence in preventing 
corrofive fublimate from acting upon the ftomach 
and bowels which they commonly have with other 
preparations of mercury. I have found nothing fo — 


* Vide Appendix, No. 10. + Vide No, 11 
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effectual for this purpofe as decoction of guaicum and 
| mefereon, or plentiful dilution with mucilaginous 
| drinks and broths. ‘Thefe may act in the firft place 
| by theathing the ftomach and bowels direély from 
| the effed of the medicine; and they may alfo prove 
| ufeful by promoting the natural tendency which this 
‘ form of mercury feems to have to pafs off by the fkin. 
| Mercurius dulcis, or calomel, is given by fome in 
| large dofes for the cure of fyphilis, even to the ex- 
| tent of ten grains daily*, I have not found, how- 
| ever, that this is neceflary, and it very commonly © 
| proves injurious both to the ftomach and bowels, It 
| anfwers better in dofes of a grain repeated three 
| times a day, by which it more readily enters the 
| blood than when given in larger quantities, and is 
| lefs apt:to be carried off by ftool. 

| This form of mercury has long been in general 
_ufe, and there cannot be a greater proof of its fafety 
and utility than its being {till preferred by many of 
| our beft practitioners. When as completely depriv- . 
| ed as poflible of its acid; I believe it to be one of our 
| beft faline preparations of mercury. In this ftate it 
| commonly operates mildly, and is equally powerful 
with any other form of the medicine in curing the 
| venereal difeafe. 

| .Mercury in this form is beft given in a bolus, in 
| pills, or in powder, for it is fcarcely in any degree 
| foluble in water, and it is fo heavy that watery fluids 
| do not fufpend it, fo that it cannot eafily be given 
|\in a mixture, : 

| The pulvis mercurius cinereus is another very ufe- 
| ful preparation of mercury.t It alfo requires to be 
given ina folid form. The dofe is two, three, or 
| four grains evening and morning, Some have ad- 
| vifed more, but I have not found that in common 
| practice more can with fafety be given. ; 

Hydrargyrus vitriolatus. flavus, or turpethum mi- 
} nerale, is particularly apt, as I have already obferv- 
f ed, to act upon the {tomach ; but even this forni of 
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mercury may be fo given aS to cure the venereal 
difeafe and yet prove fufficiently mild in its opera- 
tion.* In dofes of five, fix, or feven grains it a@s 
as a violent emetic, but it may with fafety be given 
to the extent of a grain, two or three times a day, | 
particularly if each dofe be conjoined with half a 
grain of opium. 

Hydrargyrus acetatus, or miercury combined with 
the acid of vinegar, is certainly more mild in its 
operation than any of the other faline calces of mer-_ 
cury; nay, it does not derange the ftomach and — 
bowels fo much as triturated mercury is Pchieccly | 
found to do; but from all the trials that [have made _ 
of it, I do not confider it as equally i, ts cur- 
ing the venereal difeafe. The fymptoms abate 
while the patient is under it; but if fome other. 
preparation of mercury is not employed either along | 
with it or continued afterwards, they are very apt 
to appear again foon after it is laid afide. 

[have judged it proper to take this particular notice of 
allthe preparations of mercury now generally employed 
for internal ufe; and from what I have faid; it will be ob- | 
vious that fome of them are for ordinary purpofes prefera- 
ble to others. In common practice, the preparations of © 
mercury obtained by triture, and particularly the blue | 
mercurial pill, will be found to be the beft. But as cafes — 
fometimes occur which do not readily yield to any oné > 
form of medicine, we are under the neceflity-of having re- 
courfe to others; and from what we have already had oc- 
cafion to remark, the choice may be readily determined. — 
We fhall befides have farther opportunities of fpeaking up- 
on this point when we come to treat of the cure of the 
different fymptoms of the difeafe. 

But although we may in a great proportion of cafes be 
able to cure the difeafe by one or other of thefe forms of | 
mercury, and in moft inftances without any injury to the 
conftitution, yet we find that even the mildeft preparation 
we can employ, and under whatever caution it may be 
given, is occafionally apt to affect both the ftomach and 
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bowels in fuch a manner that we are under the néceffity 
| either of giving it in too {mall quantities for the purpofe 
of curing the difeafe, or of laying it afide perhaps entirely; 
1m order to make trial of the medicine in fome other form. 
4 Our fureft method of obviating this effet of mercury is 

to apply it to the furface of the body only, a practice 
which ought as much as pollible to be adopted, and to 
which the chief objection is, the trouble of applying it. 
_ The advantages, however; which attend it are fo great that 
_ every objection of this kind fhould as much as poffible be 
_ made to give way to it. A patient may be fo fituated that 
he cannot ufe thé medicine in this way; and inftances oc- 
| cur occafionally im which the mercury is not readily taken 
_ up by the abforbents on the furface of the body. In both 
_ of thefe cafes we are under the neceffity of giving it in- 
j wardly ;, but icarcely any other good caufe can occur for 
fit. * Nor would either of thefe be frequent if the advantag- 
|es of the practice were fufficiently explained to our pati- 
| ents, and due attention given to the proper application of 
| the mercury. It fometimes indeed happens that mercury 
does not eafily enter the fyftem in any form, and does not 
| in the ufual time affect either the falivary or other excre- 
tory organs. In fuch cafes, where the fymptoms of the 
| difeafe are urgent, we fhould not be confined to any one 
_ method of cure, and’ the medicine fhould be given in eve- 
‘ty form in which it is likely to prove ufeful ; but it is pro- 
| per to remark, that failures of this kind are much’ more - 
| frequent from the internal exhibition of mercury than 
| from the outward application of it, and which is another 
: important advantage that we derive from ufing it in this 
| manner. Different reafons indeed may be mentioned for 
| this being the cafe ; the readinefs with which mercury 
' given by the mouth is carried off by ftool ; the creat quan- _ 
| tity of food with which it is often mixed in the ttomach, 
and by which we may fuppofe that a confiderable part of 
“the {mall quantity that we dare ever venture to give in this 
| manner is prevented from coming into contact with the 
| abforbents of the inteftines ; and lafily, the great extent of 
furface to which we can apply it externally. 3 
_ By fome it is alleged as an objection to this mode of 
!ufing mercury, that we cannot exactly afcertain the quan- 
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tity that enters the fyftem. This, however, bolds.equally 
- ftrong again{t every way in which we can give it, nor is it 
a point. of any importance. It 1s not fo much by the quvan- 
tity we employ, as by the efiects which refult from it, that 
we ought to be direcied. The ufual etfets of mercury 
upon the month, and in the cure of the different fymp- 
toms of the difeafe, will, with fome patients, take place 
from half the quantity of medicine required by others ; 
but were it an object of much more importance than it 
appears to be, 1 do not fee how the quantity of active 
mercury entering the fyftem, in any way we may ufe it, 
can be afcertained. | Poles I. 
It is alfo mentioned as an objection to the external ufe 
of mercury, that it is more apt to excite falivation than 
when given by the mouth. This, however, is not fo much 
an objection to the practice as to the mode of conducting 
it. Mercury ufed in this manner enters the fyltem “for 
the moft part fo readily; that thofe who have not been ac- 
eultomed to prefcribe it; are no doubt apt to be deceived 
with it, Zt proceeds quickly to the falivary glands, and is. 
thus more apt to excite fudden falivation than when taken 
into the ftomach; but this proceeds altogether from inat- 
tention, and may always be prevented by applying the 
mercury in {mall quantity at firft, and increaling it accord- 
ing to its ejects. Our being able to affedt the fyitem more 
fpeedily by the external application of mercury fhould be 
contfidered as another advantage of this mode of exhibition ; 
for the {ymptoms of fyphilis in fome inftances advance fo 
ropidiy that it is an object of importance to check them as 
quickiy as poflible. Salivation appears to be the effect of 
acertain quantity of mercury in the fyftem, in whatever 
way it is introduced. Some of the more acrid preparati- 
ons pals off indeed more readily by other emun¢tories, but 
the milder forms of the medicine, and which I have en- 
deavoured to fhew, ought in moft inftances to be preferred, — 
are equally ready to excite falivation. Iris true that more © 
time is required to throw the quantity into the fyflem that — 
is neceflary for this purpofe by one mode than by another, © 
bat when this quantity is introduced the effect of the mer- — 
cury upon the. glands of the mouth is uniformly the fame © 
in whatever way it is accomplifhed. 
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_ Upon the whole, therefore, all the objections that have 
_ been made to this method ot exhibiting mercury are tri- 
fling when compared with the advantages it pofleifes over 
every other mode of ufing it, fo that for generai practire it 
Oughtto be preferred, 

I own indeed that at one period I was of avery different 
Opinion upon this point; but this proceeded from my not 
being fo well acquainted with the fuperior advantages of 
ufing mercury in the form of uncticn as I now am, and 
which I now thereicre very genera:ly prefer. 

Mercury will pafs into the yitem in various forms from 
the furface cf the body. Lues Venerea has been cured by 
| frequent immertions of the feet and iegs in a foiution of 
Corrolive fubdlimate. The applicaiion of a mercurial 
| piailter to the juriace of the body, if of any confiderabie 
extent, will aifo cure the difeafe ; and we are indebted to 
Mz. Ciare of London for a taird method of throwing mer- 
cury into che fyltem trom the furiace.* By rubbing ca- 
| lomel into the iniide of the cheeks Mr. Clare found, and 
“his obieivations bave in fome degree been confirmed by 
‘experience, that we can not only excite falivation by this 
| means, but cure every fymptom of fyphilis. Nay, the 
| rubbing of a few grains of caiomel upon the infide of the 
" preputium or labia pudendi foon adects the fyftem and ex- 
| cites the mercuriai fcetor in the breath and forenefs of the 
! gums. But although I have found this in fome isflances 
| to be true, the practice has aifo in feveral of the trials I 
| made of it faiied entirely ; that is, it dd not cure the fymp- 
toms for which it was empioyed, and which were aiter- 
| wards removed by other preparations cf mercury. I muft 
‘own, however, that the experience I have vet had of this 
method of ufing mercury does noi entitle me to fpeak de- 
| cifively. concerning it; but I conciude e.ther that fimilar 
failures, or fome other objections of impoitance, have oc- 
| curred to it in the practice of others, for we do not now 
hear that it is employed, although Mr. Ciate’s book has 
been publifhed upwards of twelve years. 
| -- One obvious caule of this, and of the other modes 
I have mentioned of applying mercury externally 


| * Vide an Effay on the Cure of Abfceffes by Gauftic, Se. alfoa New Method 
/ of introducing mercury into the Circulation, by P- Clare, Surgeon. 
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falling into difufe is, that all of them feem to be 
much inferior to the method of introducing it in the 
form of an ointment, and which was the firit, I may 
obferve, that was emplay.ed for the cure bf Lues 
Vienehea: It is commonly termed the method of 
cure by unction, or inunction, | | 
An ointment for this purpofe may be made with | 
different propor tions of mercury; but the beft I 
have tried is that in which there are two parts of 
the unguent to one of crude mercury. In the form 
commonly ufed the ointment and mercury are in 
equal parts; but the other, while it preves equally © 
powerful, if it be applied over a greater furface, has 
the advantage of not being fo apt to irritate the fkin. 
In order to promote the abforption of the mercury 
it has been the practice. with many to advife the 
body to be immerfed in a warm bath, once and again, 
before the courfe is commenced, and to ‘repeat it 
once or twice a week during the whole continuance | 
of it. They likewife think that the bathing proves _ 
ufeful by giving the mercury a particular determina- 
tion to the fkin, and thus preventing it from produc- 
ing falivation, Ihave not found, however, that a 
frequent ufe of the warm bath is neceflary. It can- 
not in every fituation be obtained but with much 
difficulty, and if not very properly conducted it is. 
apt, during a courfe of mercury, ‘to expofe the pa- 
tient to fuffer from the effects of cold. | 
- Before the commencement of the courfe, where the 
fkin is particularly dry, I have fometimes thought it 
right toadvife the ufe ofa warm bath, but asin other 
initances of a fimilar nature the remedy has anfwered 
equally well where this precaution was not taken, I 
do not conceive that it is of much Lm portance, and I 
now feldoin employ eae 
_ Where the remedy is chiefly employed for the re- 
removal of a local affection, fuch as bubo, we endea-_ 
vour to make it pafs through the lymphathic veffels 
of the part, and in fuch cafes this determines the place 
to which the ointment fhould be applied ; but where | 
no local fymptom of this kind takes place it may be 
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; applied with equal fafety and propriety to any part 
'of the body, and the place of application fhould be 
changed from day to day. By this means we obvi- 
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ate the irritation of the fkin, which is apt to happen 
_ from applying it repeatedly to the fame place, at the 
fame time that we promote the abforption of the mer- 
-cury. I may alfo remark, that although, for the 
_reafons I have given above, it does not appear to be 
neceflary to inmmerfe the whole body in a warm bath 
during a courfe of mercury, yet that fome advantage 
_is occafionally derived from caufing the parts upon 
“which the ointment has been rubbed to be well bath- 
ed with foap and water before repeating it upon the 
\fame‘place: It may therefore be proper to advife 
_ this to be generally done. ‘ 


In applying the ointment, fome have imagined 


| that .we need only lay it upon the fkin, and that it 
_ will enter the abforbents with equal certainty whe- 
ther friction is ufed or not. This, however, is ‘by 
ho means the cafe, I have repeatedly put it to the 
teft of experiment, and it evidently appears that’ ab- 
'forption is promoted by gentle friction. This in- 
_ deed is fo contonant to general experience, that fome 
| may be furprifed at my taking notice of it, nor would 
‘I have judged it neceflary if the contrary opinion 
| had not of late been fupported by authority of fome 
| weight. ee ! ‘ 


When the patient is able, the friction’ fhould be 


| applied with his own hands: Otherwife it muft be 
_ done ‘by an afliftant, his hands being covered with a 
| thin bladder. ‘For want of this precaution, the af- 
| fiftant is apt to be falivated while the patient is de- 
‘prived of a portion of the mercury. -According to 


a. 


the nature of the cafe, from a drachm and a half to 
| two drachms of the ointment fhould be rubbed in 
| daily, and it anfwers better to apply it at two dif- 


ferent times than all at once, For the purpofe of 


applying properly this quantity of ointment, that is 


from forty-five grains to a drachm, twenty or twen- 


ty-five minutes of gentle friction is neceflary, the 
| patient while under it being expofed to the heat of 
/ a moderate fire. | 
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VI. Of the Duration of a Mercurial Courfe, and the 
Quantity of Mercury to be exhibited. 


In the preceding parts of this fed@ion I have enu- 
merated the different preparations of mercury which 
chiefly merit attention, with the dofes of each, 
which may with fafety be employed. I am now to 
offer a few obfervations upon the quantity of mer- 
cury to be given, and the length of time to which a 
courfe of this medicine fhould extend ; queftions of 
the firft importance in the treatment of the venereal 
difeafe. ? 

As falivation is one of the moft obvious effects of 
mercury, practitioners began very early to imagire_ 
that the morbid matter of Lues Venerea was carricd © 
off in this manner ; and at laft it was generally be- 
' lieved that a cure could not be obtained if a very 
confiderable difcharge of faliva did not take place. 
In confequence of this every patient labouring under 
Lues Venerea was made to falivate; and as it was 
thought to be of importance to have this quickly 
accomplifhed, mercury was immediately applied in 
the moft effectual manner for this purpofe. It was 
either prefcribed in large dofes, and thefe frequently 
repeated by the mouth, or fr iGions with {trong mer- 
curial ointment were applied over the legs and arms, 
and in fome inftances even over the whole body. 

‘In this manner the fyftem was very. quickly 
charged with as much mercury as it could bear, and . 
for the moft part a cure of all the fymptoms was no 
doubt effected; But the fudden manner in which » 
this great quantity of mercury was introduced, and 
the violent evacuations which it excited, together 
with the low regimen with which it was commonly 
accompanied, reduced even the ftrongeft conititu- 
tions to a degree of debility from which they feldom 
entirely recovered; fo that a great prarenren of all 
delicate people funk under it. | | 


| 
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._, A courfe of mercury, conducted in this manner, became 
| therefore nearly as formidable as the diféafe for which it 
was prefcribed, and no other remedies being difcovered 
the fame practice was fill purfued, till a confiderable time 
after the Commencement of the prefent century. About 
| this period fome abatemerit of this rigorous courfe was in- 
troduced ; but it was not till of late years that any material 
“innovation took place in it. | 

| _ This may be confidered as one advantage among others 
| that might be mentioned, which we have derived from ra- 
| tional theory. Some practitioners fufpeéting that the fa- 
| livary difcharge produced by mercury could not probably 
} be the means by which the cure of Lues Venerea was ac- 
complifhed, and fome trials which favoured this fuppofiti- 
on being made, they foon came to think that all the fymp- 
| toms of the difeafe might be removed with much lefs mer- 
-eury than had commonly been employed. If the change 
_of practice, which occurred as a confequence of this opini- 
on, had refted here, much advantage would have been de- 
rived from it. But this was rot -the cafe. In every at- 
tempt to introduce an alteration, while we endeavour to. 
}avoid one extreme we are apt to fallinto another. The 
| inconvenietices and diftrefs induced by mercury in the 
| way in which it had formerly been given being fo great 
that every patient was munch afraid of being put under it, 
any alteration that was propofed for leflening their fuffer- 
ings was moft readily adopted, and practitioners perfuad- 
ing themfelves that it might be done with fafety, and with- 
| me te adopt the treatment of the difeafe to the feelings of 
their patients, they unfortunately allowed this to carry them 
too great alength. So far’as the eafe and comfort of a pa- 
tient is confaftent with his fafety he is certainly entitled to 
it, but more than this he fhould not be indulged in. There 
_is much caufe, however, to think that this has happened 
in the change of practice which has taken place in Lues 
'Venerea. Inftead of the full fativation that patients were 
| formerly put under, and the ftrict confinement with which 
this was accompanied, a courfe, commonly termed altera- 
tive, was judg-d fuificient. In this, if the mercury 1s al- 
lowed merely to be felt in the breath, or by the flighceft 
forenefs of the guins, it is never permitted to go farther, 
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and the patient, ina great proportion. of. cafes, i is. allowed 
during the whole timé that he is taking it to go abroad. 
That this will prove fufficient in many. flight infections, 
and that it will even an{wer in many cafes of a worfe na- | 
ture, if the courfe is carried toa proper length, I know from 
experience is true; but I alfo know that it ultimately. fails’ 
ina great proportion. of cafes that are more inveterate and 
of long duration. Even in thefe it foon gives a check to ; 
all the fymptoms, and will often make them difappear en- 
tirely ; ; but wherever the fyftem is deeply injured, parti- 
cularly if the difeafe has attacked the bones, although a — 
cure may in fome inftances be completed by fucha courfe, 
and in all of them may be apparently obtained, yet in ma+ 
ny the difeafe will afterwards break out again, and in all, 
even the firft removal of the fymptoms will be protracted 
to a much greater length than if more mercury had been 
given. 

When I firft engaged in practice the treatment of Lues — 
Venerea upon this plan was by many adopted in its fullett 
extent, and I muft own.that few went more freely into it 
than I did. The opinion of falivation being unneceflary,. 
and that an -alterative courfe was fufficient, had not only. | 
been taught in the fchools of medicine; but the practice had 
been adopted by many of our beft phyficians and furgeons. 
Beginners therefore went readily into it; but if others from. 
farther experience have been led to form the fame opini- 
on of it which I have done it will foon, except in the flight-. 
elt cafes, be generally laid afide. ‘The refult of all my ex-: - 
perience is, that I am now fully fatisfied that to render ge-_ 
neral practice in the venereal difeafe fafe.; thatis,. to guard. 
as much as poflible again{t a return of the difeafe, a middle. 
courfe muft be obferved between the fevere degrees of fa- 
livation which our forefathers judged neceflary, and the 
oppofiie extreme into which the moderns have fallen. 

In cates of a {light nature, that is, in the incipient ftate 
of mild chancres, what is commonly termed an alterative 
courfe will be found fufficient.. If the mouth be rendered 
gently fore, and kept in this flate for eight or ten days after. 
the chancres are cured, no more will be neceflary.. But 
even in the treatment Ms chancres only, if they have been _ 
of long duration, or not of the mildeft kind, and in every” 
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hother fymptoyn of the difeafe, the mercury fhould in a 
| gradual manner be given fo as either to induce a very con- 
| fidera sie degree of forenefs in the mouth, and whichin 
| mo,t inftances will be attended with an increafed difcharge 
| from the falivary glands, or when from peculiarity of con- 
| ftitution this cannot be induced, we fhould perfift in the 
| ufe of mercury till the febrile fymptoms which it ufuaily 
| excites are brought to as great a height as the patient can 
| eafily bear. It will generally indeed be perceived that thofe 
| dymptoms of the difeafe to which I allude cannot be cured 
| but with fuch a quantity of mercury as perhaps in every 
| initance excites heat, quicknefs of pulfe, anxiety, and reft- 
| Jefinefs, and in proportion as the patient is able to bear 
| thefe in a greater or leffer degree the fooner and more ef- 
fectuaily will he get free of the difeafe. : 

| Thave:already obferved that I give a general preference 
| to the method of cure by unction ; but whatever prepara- 
tion of mercury we make ufe of, it ought, in ordinary cafes, 
| to be pufhed in a gradual manner to the extent I have 
| meutioned ; and when as much of it is employed as is fuf- 
} ficient for this effect, it ought to be continued fo as to keep 
| the fyftem in an equal degree under its influence, not on- 
} ly till all the fymptoms of the difeafe are removed, .but 
| for fome timethereafter. ‘This will in different cafes hap- 
f pen at different periods of a courfe, and with very diiter- 
| ent quantities of mercury. It is therefore obvious that 
nothing decifive can be mentioned, either of the length of 
f time to which a mercurial courfe fhould extend or of the 
I quantity of the medicine that {hould be given: Our fur- 
j elt, and perhaps only gnide that {hould be trufted, is the 
| refult of experience in fimilar cafes ; and as the certainty 
I of euarding againft a relapfe is a point of the firit import- 
f ance nothing thould ever be left in doubt that may be Te- 
| quired for this purpofe. In ail primary affections, that is, 
I in chancres and buboes only, and where no other fymp- 
f tom of the difeafe has appeared, I have found that a courle 
of mercury conducted in the manner I have mentioned, 
| and continued for a fortnight after the fymptoms have dif- 
appeared, has.at all times proved fulhcient ; but wherever 
the fkin, throat, or bones have been affected, I now always 
‘advife the remedy to be perfilted in for the {pace of a 
Vor. IT: . © | 
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month after the cure is apparently completed. I-cannot | 
pofitively fay that lefs than this wouid not do, but in a ~ 
matter of fuch moment, where the heaith and happinefs — 
hot only of the patient but of his progeny are at fiake, it is © 
better to exceed by giving occationally fomewhat more 
than might be neceffary than incur the fmaileft rifk of the 
poifon being ever to appear at any future period. q 
I have faid that in ordinary practice the mercury fhould 
be pufhed ina gradual manner to the extent to which we | 
mean to Carry it; that is, a {mall quantity fhould be em- — 
ployed at firft, and graduaily increafed tli the full eiteés | 
expected from it are excited, by which we not only avoid © 
the inconveniences which always occur from a falivation | 
being fuddenly induced but are thereby enabled to throw ~ 
in a much greater quantity, and to keep the fyitem more © 
completeiy under its influence during the whole courfe 
than we ever can do when much mercury is given at once; 
and this, | may obferve, is a point of the firft importance 
in the treatment of fyphilis, for whoever has paid attention © 
to the fubject muft have perceived that our fuccefs depends — 
in a great meafure upon the effects of the medicine being 
fully and regularly kept up during the whole duration of | 
the courfe, and which can feldom be done where it is not © 
given ina gradual manner at firft. When the fever, fali- © 
vation, and other fymptoms become fevere, and which they © 
are very apt to do when the mercury is given in large quan- © 
tities at firft, an interruption mutt neceflarily take place, 
and it is the effect of every interruption to protract the © 
continuance of the courfe and often to deceive beth the 
‘practitioner and patient. My Opinion, in fhort, upon — 
this point is, that our certainty of obtaining a {peedy and 
permanent cure of any fymptom of Lues Venerea is not 
merely in proportion to the quantity of mercury we em-_ 
ploy, but to the quantity which in an active ftate can be 
_ thrown into the fyftem in a given {pace of time. 
But while with a view to this I have advifed that in com-_ 
mon practice mercury fhould be given at firft ina gradual 
or flow manner, it is proper to remark that cafes are fome-_ 
times met with in which it is neceflary to adopt adifierent | 
practice. Wherever the fymptoms of the difeafe are par- 
ticularly urgent, from their being: deeply feated in parts of 
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'much importance, and from the progrefs which they are 
_ making being rapid, we are juftified in deviating from 
this generai rule, and in applying the mercury in fuch a 
manner as will moft {peedily get it in a very ample quan- 
tity thrown into the fyitem. In this waya check will focn 
be given to the farther progrefs of the difeafe, when the 
medicine, during the rett of the courle, may be given in 
the gradual manner which I have juft pointed out, 
Lhe time to be employed in a courte of mercury, 
and the quantity to be given, are circumftances, as 
Thave already obferved, that cannot with any ex- 
actnels be afcertained. They depend in a great mea- 
fure, as we have had occafion to remark, upon the 
effets with which they are attended, but I may ob- 
ferve in general, that few cafes are fo bad as to re- 
quire the medicine, when properly conduéted, to be 
continued longer than nine or tén weeks, In recent 
cafes four or five weeks are for the moft part fuffici- 
ent; while in fome obftinate old affeGions, where 
the bones have either been difeafed, or the ulcers ve- 
ry foul and extenfive, I have known it necefflary to 
go on to the twelfth or thirteenth week. 3 
Daring thefe periods ointment of the ftrength I 
have mentioned may be rubbed in from the quantity 
of three ounces toeight or ten. When the blue mer- 
curial pill is employed and properly prepared the 
quantity may vary from four or five drachms to two 
ounces, or even to two and a half or three ounces. 
Whenever thefe quantities are exceeded there 1s 
much caufe to fuppofe that a great proportion of the 
‘medicine has not entered the fyftem, either from the 
improper method of applying it or fome other caufe, 
~The opinion which I have thus ventured to fug- 
yelt of the cffe@s of mercury depending chiefly upon 
the quantity which in an active ftate can be thrown 
into the fyftem in a given fpace of time, will, at 
- firft, be doubted by’ many. Being contrary to the 
practice which now generally prevails, few may be 
- inclined to follow it, but thofe who do will have the - 
 fatisfaction to find that by means of it they render 
their patients much more fecure than can poilibly 


. 
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be done in any other manner. By giving as large a, 
quantity of mercury as the patient can with fafety” 


‘bear, they will find that the moft inveterate fymp- 


toms of the difeafe may be cured in much lefs time, 
and with much more certainty than they ufually 
are by an alterative courfe, which, however well 
it may be adapted for the cure of the flighter fymp- 


toms of fyphilis, is by no means fufficient for the re-_ 


moval of the more advanced ftages of the difeafe. 
Many practitioners think that the fame quantity 
of mercury muft prove equally ufeful in whatever 
time it may be given, provided the mouth be kept 
moderately fore during the whole. period. ‘This, 
however, is not the cafe. Ihave met with vavious 
inftances of venereal fores, as well as other fymp- 
toms, which had either obftinately refifted a very 
Jong continued courfe of this kind, or which had 
recurred from.time to time after a. cure had been 
fuppofed to be obtained, and which at laft were 


entirely removed by a much lefs quantity of the me- 
- dicine being given ina fhorter period. What I with 


to inculcate is, that the more inveterate fymptoms 
of the difeafe “will feldom yield to an alterative 
courfe of mercury, however long it may be pro- 
tracted, while the fame quantity of the medicine 
will feldor fail, when given fo as ,to keep the fyf- 
tem for a fhorter period more completely under its 
influence. I have now the hiftory of more than fifty 
cafes in which this actually happened 5 where vene- 
real fores, from refifting mercury inder an altera- 
tive Boncle, were judged to be incurable, and where 
complete cures were afterwards obtained merely by 
carrying the ufe of mercury toa greater length phan 
se, previoufly ign donee 


‘VI. Of the Regimen to be olferved during a Courfe of 
0 Sas it hei 


It was formerly the pragtice and ftill is in forned 
parts of Europe, to put every patient while taking i 
mer ay upon a low diet, and previous to the com- 
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‘,imencement of the courfe blood-letting and purga- 
tives were prefcribed. : 
“When itis neceflary ina full habit of body to 
throw: in any contiderable quantity of mercury very 
quickly, and eipecially when it is known that the 
patient has been liable to inflammatory complaints 
{ome previous evacuation is proper, and the patient 
- during the firft part of the courfe, fhould be kept 
upon a low allowance. But in general there is no 
caufe for, this, and the cure proceeds with Jeaft dif. 
ficulty when the patient is kept upon his ufual diet. 
It is the effe& indeed of mercury to produce weak- 
ne{s in fuch a degree, that if not counteraded by nou- 
rifhing diet, it is apt to injure the conftitution mate- 
rially.. Of this I have met with fo many inftances 
that unlefs where fome ftrong objeGion occurs to it, 
I always defire patients under mercury to live as well 
as aperfon in health ought to do. .A fullallowance 
of animal food would in moft inftances be improper, 
but I have never obferved any harm occur from a 
plentiful ufe of any other article that did not difa- 
gree with the ftomach and bowels. When mercury 
_is taken ‘by the mouth acid vegetables are apt to do 
harm; but there is no caufe for avoiding them when 

the cure is conducted by union, 

_ Patients under mercury are commonly defired to 

avoid wine and even malt liquor, A great quantity 
of either ought never to be given; but in moderate ~ 
» quantities they may be ufed with fafety. Different 

opinions have alfo been entertained refpeing the 
_ propriety of patients going abroad while under mer- 
 cury. So far as my obiervation enables me to decide, 
- I think there fhould be but one opinion upon the fub- 
ject. We are often obliged to allow venereal rati- 
ents when ufing. mercury to go abroad, and to ma~ 
' nage their ordinary bufinefs, but I have never done 
fo but with regret. Expofure to the irregularities 
of the external atmofphere always does harm ina 
- courfe of mercury. vg 
~ Itis apt to produce diftrefs at ftomach, pains in 
* the bowels, and purging. This neceffarily imigpes 
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the operation of the medicine, by which the cure is 
not only protracted but rendered more uncertain, 
{am clearly of opinion therefore, that this kind of 
expofure fhould at alltimes be avoided. At the fame 
time I do not think it neceffary that patients under 
mercury fhould be kept in a great degree of heat. 
On the contrary, much advantage is derived from 
their living in a large well aired apartment, and in a 
degree of heat that is moft agreeable to their own > 
feelings. Nay, except in the cold weather of winter 
and {pring, there is no neceflity for confinement to 
one apartment; and any unufual quantity of cloathing, 
whether in bed or during the day, is 2ltogether un- 
neceffary. In fhort, much expofure appears obvioul- 
ly to prove hurtful, while no advantage is derived 
from the patient being kept in an unufual degree of 
heat. Cans 

I think it proper, however, to obferve with refpe& to 
cloathing, that linen fhould never be worn next the fkin 
during the ufe of mercury ; whether the patient {weats 
much or not it keeps the furtace of his body coider than it 
ought to be; and if he is liable to plentiful perfpiration 
he is even apt to be hurt by it. Flannel fhould te wore 
during the cold of winter and {pring, and cotton when the 
weather is more temperate. . 


Viil. Of Profufe Salivation and fome other Effects of 
| Mercury. ? 


; ¢ 

We have already had occafion to fee that in the cure of 
Lues Venerea there is no advantage to be derived from a- 
Ny increafé that may be made to any of the fecretions. 
-But we have alfo’feen that the advanced flages of the dif- 
-eale cannot be with certainty cured without {uch a quanti- 
. ty of mercury being thrown into the fyftem as very com- 
monly excites an increafed difcharge of all the fecretions, | 
-and particularly of the faliva. When this continues mo- 
derate no harm enfues from it, but occafionally they come 
to fuch a height as to produce much inconveniency and } 
diftrefs. Indeed the readinefs with which mercury in fome } 
cafes runs to the mouth is fuch that it is with difficulty a | 
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| fafficient quantity for curing the difeafe can be given; 
‘and it produces, I may obferve, one of the moft diftrefsful 
circumitances that we meet with in practice. | 

The moft certain method of preventing fevere falivati- 
on isthe gradual exhibition of mercury in the manner we 
have already pointed out. Occafionally we fucceed in 
preventing it by guarding againft external cold, by confine- 
ment to the houfe and che ufe of warm cloathing of flannel 
orcoiton. But while in this manner we fupport a gentle 
and equal flow of the matter ef perfpiration, fevere {weat- 
ing is to be avoided, which always proves hurtful, and even 
fometimes, as I have thought, more fo than profufe fali- 
vation. But in fome cafes, even with all the attention 
that can be given, the mouth becomes quickly fore, and a 
| gradual difcharge of faliva takes place much fooner than is 
| ‘expected. 
|  Purgatives are the remedies moft frequently employed 
for removing falivation: I have not found, however, that 
they prove ufeful, and when perfifted in they never fail to 
do harm, for they weaken the patient, while they feldom 
have any effect in leflening the falivary difcharge. 

Blifters have alfo been advifed. The fenfe of fuffocati- 
on, which the fwelling of the falivary glands fometimes 
| gives, would appear to indicate the ufe of blifters. We 
| do not perceive, however, that they have much influence 
upon the difcharge, while by the irritation which they ex~ 
cite they very commonly do harm. 

As fulphar when combined with mercury renders it fo 
inert that it {carcely ats upon the human body, many have 
imagined that it ought to have fome influence in leffening 
or removing the ordinary effects of mercury upon the fyf- 
tem. We do not find in practice, however, that thefe 
views which theory fuggelted are in, any degree realized. 
It has often been employed for leflening the violence of 
falivation, but few initances have occurred of any advan- 
tage being derived from it. a pey 
To me it appears that this effect of mercury 1s entirely 
| local, and to be cured therefore with moft certainty by lo- 
calremedies. It is obvioufly the confequence of irritation 

produced .by mercury upon the falivary glands: i he 
dread, therefore, which fome have entertained of apply ing 
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local remedies feems to have no good foundation ; and ac- — 
cordingly I have found that they may be employed with © 
freedom. As awath for this purpofe lime-water proves 
ufeful, but it requires to be diluted. A {trong infufion of 
red-rofe leaves, of galls, oak-bark, and other afiringents, 
prove alfo ferviceable ; but the moft effectual application 
I have ever employed is a ftrong folution of borax.*.< A 
little of it being kept in the mouth from timeto time proves 
exceedingly pleafant and foothing, and at laft has often an 
obvious effect upon the quantity of the difcharge. ~ It 
may prove in fome degree ufeful as an aftringent, but it 
feems to act chiefly as a fedative by leffening the irritable — 
fiate of the falivary glands. i 

It is evidently in this manner that opium proves ufeful | 
in removing falivation; for although fome advantage is - 
derived from applying it directly to the parts afiefted in 
the form of a gargleit provesalwaysmuch more ufeful when 
given internally. A dofe of laudanum, fufficient to allay 
the irritation and pain which always accompany a profufe 
falivation, and to procure fleep during the night, not only 
gives temporary relief but is the moft powerful remedy we 
ean employ for removing the difcharge. When the un- 
eafine{s is fevere the opiate {hould aifo be repeated in the 


ee ee ~ 





morning. saat . | 
Where falivation comes fuddenly to a greater height 7 
than the quantity of mercury we have employed {hould 
give us caufe to expe we are apt to be at a lofs, and afraid 
of giving more leit diftrefsful confequences enfue from it. | 
In fuch circum{tances, however, I have often found that ; 
although the ufual quantity of mercury was continued dai- 
ly the falivation was not increafed, and that in this man- 
ier it might be perfifted in till the cure was completed. 7 
‘This will not indeed. be always the cafe; but it fucceeds © 
fo frequently, that in every inftance a trial {hould be made / 
of it, for acure may thus be eifected in a few weeks which | 
otherwife might be protracted for feveral months. 
It has alfo been remarked, ifsfalivation excited in this q 
manner be allowed to fubfide entirely, that the fame, or © 
even a greater quantity of mercury, may afterwards be ex- 7 
hibited without any rifk of the difcharge coming again to 7 














* Vide Appendix, No. 20. — 
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a fimilar height. Of this I have met with feveral inftances, 
fo that the practice may always be adopted when it is found 
that a proper quantity of the medicine cannot be continu- 
ed with fafety from the firit. | 
_ One of the moft diltrefsful occurrences which we meet 
with in this difeafe proceeds from a peculiarity inherent 
in fome conttitutions, by which even the finalleft quantity 
of mercury that we employ is apt to rufh with violence to 
the mouth. This is particularly apt to happen where the 
patient at the fame time labours under the fea fcurvy. 
In this cafe our only remedy is the removal of the fcorbu- 
tic diathefis by a pientiful ufe of acid vegetables and other 
| antifcorbutics, but where it does not proceed from this 
| caufe all that we can do is to give thofe preparations of 
| mercury that are leaft apt to affect the mouth, and to pre- 
{cribe them in the fmalleft dofes. In this view corrofive 
fublimate in {mall quantities is particularly indicated ; and 
in fuch conftitutions I have fometimes found that Plum- 
mer’s pill,,a combination of calomel and fulphur, and 
which in common practice no great dependence can be 
placed upon, has proved completely fuccefsful.* 

It luckily happens, however, where falivation is thus 
eafily excited that the fymptoms of fyphilis in general yield 
to a {mall quantity of mercury. Some of the worft fymp-_ 
toms of the difeafe will give way to a falivation induced by | 
avery few grains of mercury. Even the uneafinefs pro- 
duced by nodes fubfides at once on the falivation being 
fully excited. But it is proper to remark that this firft ef- 
feét of the mercury will not prove permanent if it be not 
followed out with farther quantities, given at fuch intervals 
as the {tate of the falivation will admit. I have repeated- 
ly found, however, that this may be done with fafety, even 
_where a fevere degree of falivation has previoufly taken 
place. In one cate of this kind, where there were deep 
venereal ulcers on the fhoulder and on the head, as well as 
a node upon one of the bones of the fore arm, a violent fa- 
livation was excited by the exhibition of five mercurial 
pilis, each of which contained only one grain of mercury. 
‘This gave an entire check to the pain which accompanied 
Vide Appendix, No. ar. 
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the node, and to the progrefs of the ulcers, and although 
other five pills only were given the falivation was kept up 
for eight weeks, when the fores healed and the cure was 
compiete, no venereal fymptoms having yet appeared, al- 
though feveral years have elapfed. | ; 
In the progrefs of a long continued falivation tooth-ach 
and pains in the jaws and gums are apt to occur, and they 
add much to the diftrefs of the patient. ‘There is one ad- 
vantage that we derive from giving mercury in a gradual 
manner; by beginning with fmall quantities and increaf- 
ing them flowly the glands of thefe parts do not fwell fo 
fuddenly, nor is the pain which enfues fo fevere as when 
tco large dofes are made ufe of at once. We aifo derive 
fome advantage from keeping the parts moderately covered 
with thin flannel. ‘There is no neceffity for the head be- 
ing fo warmly covered as iscommonly done, nor is it at all” 
neceflary where thefe pains do not take place; but. when 
once they have eccurred nothing proves more ufeful than 
moderate warmth. Indeed flannel feems here to be equal- 
ly ufeful as it is in the ordinary form of rheumatifm ; from 
which, and from the refemblance which thefe pains to 
which patients taking mercury are liable in their jaws and 
head bear to rheumatic affections, I conclude that they are 
‘ofthe fame nature.  — | A 
Before a patient enters upon a courfe of mercury, if 
there is caufe to imagine that he will be long kept under 
it, and that a large quantity of the medicine will be necef-_ 
fary, we may fave him a good deal of diftrefs by infpeét- 
ing his mouth and removing any teeth that are either very — 
loofe or much fpoiled ; for teeth in this ftate never fail to 
give much pain when the full effect of the mercury upon 
the mouth has taken place. ‘The points of teeth that are 
ragged ought alfo to be removed, as they are apt to produce 
painful and troublefome ulcers on the contiguous parts as 
foon as they become much {fwelled. reat | 
Ulceration of the infide of the cheeks and other parts of 
the mouth occurs alfo, and often ina very diftrefsful man- — 
ner from the mercury alone, where no teeth in this ‘flate — 
can be difcovered. ‘The moft effectual rhethod of prevent- — 
ing this is, to caufe the patient, from the very firft effect of - 
mercury upon thefe parts, or even before this takes place, 


” 
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to wath his mouth feveral times a-day, perhaps every two 
hours, with port wine and water, an infufion of red-rofe 
| leaves, or aay other aftringent. Inthis manner we {trength- 
en the parts againit the ufual action of the medicine, and 
it aifo pro.es ufeful by preventing that foulnefs of the 
mouth which in every courfe of mercury is apt to take 
place. Fig ‘ea and other emollients are commonly em- 
ployed for this purpofe, but I have not found that they an- 
{wer fo well as altringents. : . 

In {peaking of the different preparations of mercury | 
we had ocvafion to remark, that almoft all of them, when 
given iniernally, are apt to injure the {tomach and bowels. 
It is chiefly the bowels, however, which fuffer from mer- 
cury, and they do fo in fome inftances in a very alarming 
_ degree. Lhe purging which takes place proves not only 
|. painful and debilitating, but often exceedingly obftinate. 
At firft the difcharge confifls chiefly of foeces, but after- 
wards thefe are mixed with flime, and often with confider- 
able quantities of blood. ‘he patient is alfo apt to fuiter 
from avery frequent tenefmus. | 

From the fimilarity of fymptoms we fhould be apt to - 
imagine that purgaiives might be equally ferviceable here 
as in common cafes of dyfentery and diarrhea; but we do 
not find this to ve the cafe. We derive fome advantage, 
however, from fheathing the inteitines with a plentiful ufe 
ot the farinaceous vegetabies, and animal jellies prepared 
| with caives feet, and thavings of hartfhorn. Milk boiled 
| to the confiftence of a jelly with wheaien flour, or flour 
of rice, proves likewile an ufeful remedy. | 

In preventing this effect of mercury upon the inteftines 
| we derive moit advantage fromthe patient being kept ina 

moderate and equabie heat, and from his fkin being pre- 
| ferved in a pevfpirable itate, and fo remarkable is the in- 
| fluence of this, that the flighteft check to the difcharge by » 
| the fkin feldom fails of inducing purging. ‘Vhe fact indeed 
| is fo generaily admitted that I would not have taken this 
| particular notice of it, if a contrary opinion had not lately 
been advanced, and from which much mifchief might en- 
| fue, were the practice to be adopted which it tends to in- 

culcate.* | } 


* Mr. John Hunter, whofe ingenuity and abilities are only to be equaled by 
his fingular opinions, does not imagine that the operation of meroury can be af- 
1” r) 
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Camphor proves fometimes ufeful in correcting this 
fymptom. It may be given for this purpofe to the extent 
-of eight or ten grains, three times a-day. Some of the ab- 
forbent earths, and kino, are occafionaily ufed with advan- 
tage ; but opiates, particularly when thrown up by the rec- 
tum, are the remedies upon which we chiefly depend for 
removing the pain, and this'is very commonly attended 
with a diminution of the difcharge. When a clyfter of 
thin flarch and fifty or fixty drops of laudanum can be re- 
tained it feldom fails to give immediate relief, but where 
the tenefmus is fevere whatever is injected by the anus is 
very apt to be inftantly returned. In this cafe opium 
conjoined with kino, in the form of pills, feems to be the 
beft form of the remedy. 

It is here proper to remark, that Alehoush purging 
and gripes are frequent confequences of.the internal 
ufe of mercury they are feldom obferved during the 


longeft mercurial courfe where unétion only is em- | 


ployed. When the courfe is conducted in this man- 
ner loofe ftools may occafionaHy occur, but they niay 
be generally traced to the effects of cold and damp- 
nefs. Ihave feldom obferved an inftance of fevere 
or obftinate diarrhoe from the external application of 
mercury, where the commencement of the purging 
could not be traced to fome other caufe. 
When none of the means employed for removing 


purging induced by this caufe prove effectual, we are 4 
under the neceflity of advifing a temporary fufpenti- 4 
on of the mercury, without which, indeed, all « our | 


remedies will frequently fail. 


Profufe fweating, I have already Holiced as an ef- | 
fect that fometimes enfues from mercury, and it ought | 
to be guarded againft with much attention. Nothing } 
tends more to induce debility and injure the conftitu- | 


tion thana long continuance of this fymptom. ~ 


The moft effectual method of preventing {weating — 
is to avoid much warmth, fo that patients are feldom 3 


fected by cold, net even by the patient being alle wed to walk *¢in froft and fhow.”? 


Mr. Hunter does not fay that he has prattifed this method, and J cannot avoid ob- 
ferving that nothing should have warranted the publication of fuch an opinion but 


yery ample experi nce of its being welifounded. Vide Mr. ‘Hunter’ s dehiar =. 
en the Venereal Diieafe, p. 349. . 
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hurt with it who pay due attention to the heat of 
their apartments. It was formerly the practice to 
confine patients under mercury to imall apartments; 
to prevent as much as poflible all kind of accefs to the 
external air; and to have the bed placed by the fide 
of a large fire. ‘Thefe meafures prove detrimental in 
different ways, and they feldom fail to excite a con- 
{tant and profufe perfpiration, he mott effe@ual 
method of preventing this is, to keep the patient in 
an equal moderate temperature, in a large apartment, 
and even to admit of his going from one apartment 
to another, which, in moft inftances, may be done 
with fafety. A Hburithing diet, a moderate allowance 
of wine, the free ufe of Peruvian bark, and of the vi- 
-triolic acid are the moft effectual Femedies againtt 
this effea oF mercury. Bat nothing proves fuccefsful 
where the apartment is kept too much heated. 

~ In fome cafes the kidneys are particularly acted up- 
on by mercury ; but the difcharge of urine which it 
‘excites is feldom fo gréat as to injure the patient. 
Were it ever to do fo, the remedies commonly em- 
“ployed in diabetes would be advifed, and of thete the 
-moft effectual perhaps that we could give, would be 
fuch as operate by promoting a diaphorefis. 

It is not an uncommon effect of mercury to excite 
an eruption-upon the furface of the body. In fome 
this appears as a miliary rafh, fomewhat refembling 
meafles ; while in others it is confiderably. elevated, 
and feems to be produced by a ferous eifufion be- 
tween the cutis and f{carf ikin. In fome the eruption 
is partial, being confined to particular fpots, while 
in others it prevails generally over the whole body. 

This eruption or eforefcence is not attended with 
pain, but the heat and itchinefs which accompany 
it are in fome inftances fo diiterefsful that.it keeps the . 
patient at ail times very unealy, and coerce him 
-entirely of reft. 

The remedies which I have found to a whtiek beft 
are the internal ufe of opiates, conjoined with the 
application of flour, or ftarch-powder to the parts 


-affetted. The {kia is kept fufficiently cool and eafy 
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by one or other of thefe powders being from time to- 
time freely applied to the eruption; and by a pro- 
per exhibition of opiates we fecure reit during night, 
In fome inftances, however, we are obliged to avoid 
the ufe of opiates; for although they may anfwer 
the purpofe of procuring fleep they tend evidently 
to increafe the heat and itchinefs of the eruption, 
We find, indeed, that in fome conititutions opium 
excites an uneafy itchy fenfation over the whole bo- 
dy, even where no irruption has previoufly taken 
place ; and it is perhaps with fuch patients only that 
it cannot be employed in the treatment of this erup- 
tion. 

The eruption to which I allude appears to arife 
entirely from the effect of the mercury upon the fy{- 
.tem; but it does not feem to depend on any particu- 
Jar pr eparation of the remedy. It takes place indif- 
criminately from all of them, and not more ‘readily 
from unétion than from thiefe: preparations that are 
ufed internally. But there is a kind of eruption of 
a local nature, pr oduced entirely by the friction em- 
ployed in the application of unction. ‘This appears in 
the form of diftinét puftules, which in fome are ac- 
companied with a good deal of uneafinefs, while in 
others they produce no kind of diftrefs. No remedy 
proves of any avail while the application of the oint- 
ment is continued, but the eruption may always be 
prevented by the precaution we have formerly given, 
of not applying the friction in daily fucceilion to the 
fame part. 


IX. Does Mercury ever fail in ae Cure of Lie 


Venerea ? 


This is a queftion of the cea importance, and | 
therefore merits our attention. I am difpofed from 
the refult of my own experience 3 fay, that mercu- | 
ry under proper management may be confidered as a _ 
certain remedy for {yphilis, when not combined with 
other difeafes, or where it does not affe& patients 
whofe conftitutions are fo reduced and debilitated as 
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“to prevent the quantity of the medicine that is necef- 
|fary to deftroy the virus from being employed. I 
| know that tome are of a different opinion; butI con- 
| clude that they are wrong, from my never having 
| met with an inftance of mercury having failed when 
| it was properly given, but where fome obvious rea- 
| fon, fuch as I have mentioned, could be affigned for it. 
| ues Venerea, aS we have already had occafion to 
| fee, is often combined with difeafes in which mercu- 
| ry commonly does harm... This is particularly the 
cafe in icurvy, and in fome degree with f{crophula. In 
the higher degrees of fcurvy mercury cannot be giv- 
| en but awith great danger ; and even where it prevails 
| ina flight manner only, mercury cannot be employ- 
| ed in fuch quantities as are fufficient for eradicating 
/any of the more formidable fymptoms of Lues Vene- 
irea. When the two difeafes therefore are conjoined 
| we cannot expect that mexcury will have much influ- 
/ence in the cure of any venereal fymptoms that may 
| take place ; and I believe that we are often difappoint- 
ed in the treatment of the difeafe by the patient at the 
fame time labouring under a certain degree of feur- 
vy, which although nat fo obvioufly marked as to in- 
| dicate the propriety of advifing an antifcorbutic regi- 
i men, may yet be fufficient to prevent him from re- 
ceiving the full advantage of a courfe of mercury. 

‘I conclude this to be the cafe from the frequent in- 
ftances of the failure of mercury in the cure of many 
of the fymptoms of fyphilis, in which it afterwards 
proves fuccefsful when the conftitution of the patient 
has been reftored from a weak debilitated {tate to 
{trength and firmnefs, and which we ufually accom- 
plifh by a milk and vegetable diet, country air, and 
| fuch other articles of regimen as generally contribute 
| to remove even the high degrees of feurvy. 

Nay, I believe that a mercurial courfe when long 
protracted, is apt to induce a certain degree of that 
| very ftate of the fyftem which I now allude to, and 
which I conceive h be the canfe of the remedy being 
| often found to fail where in this manner it has been 
} long continued. Every pra4titioner is acquainted . 
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with this circumftance, that a variety of venereal 
fymptoms, and more efpecially extenfive ulcers, will 
to acertain length do well under mercury, when af. 
ter ‘a great deal of the medicine has been exhibited 
they will begin to remain ftationary, and make no 
progrels whatever, although the mercury fhould be 
given in larger quantities than at firft. Nay, in fome 
inftances they become worfe. The difcharge from 
the ulcers, inftead of being mild and purulent, as for 
fome time it may have been, will become thin, fharp, 
and. corrofive, and the fores themfelves: more exten- 
five. In this fituation a farther continuance of mer-_ 
cury very commonly does harm, whilft the moft ob-— 
vious advantages are derived from it after the conf{ti- 
tution of the patient has been reftored by the influ- 
ence of a proper regimen. “We even fometimes find | 
that a cure is accomplifbed by regimen alone, and that > 
no more mercury isrequired, but this can only hap-— 
pen where a fufficient quantity of the medicine has 
been previoufly given for the deftroying the virus of | 
the difeafe, and where the ulcers which remained | 
were kept up by a ftate of the fyftem, which mercu- 
ry, inftead of removing, feems evidently to promote. 
Inthe commencement of a mercurial courfe, and for 
fome time thereafter, it is a certain effect of mercury to ex-_ 
Cite inflammation, and to produce that ftate of the fyftem | 
which we conceive to be the very reverfe of what takes 
place in feurvy. ‘The pulfe becomes full and frequent, 
and the blood is firm and fizy; but all who have paid at- 
tention to the fubject will have perceived that the contra- 
ty happens where mercury has been long continued. ‘The 
patient, however full he may have been, is for the moft. 
part much emaciated: his pulfe is feeble, and any febrile 
fymptoms to which he may be liable are of the low or putrid. 
kind. ‘The particular ftate of the blood in this fituation. 
“we have few. opportunities of obferving, as for the moft. 
part the difcharge even of a fmall quautity would in fuch 
circumitances prove hurtful, and therefore is not advifed: 
We have reafon, however, to conclude, that it is the re- 
verfe of what takes place from inflammation, as the moft 
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effectual remedies we employ here, are a generous diet; 
‘wine, and/bark. | 
| This opinion of the effects of mercury upon the fyftem 
| receives fome confirmation, I may remark, from the pu- 
} tref{cency which it evidently excites in the mouth; and 
| from the peculiar tendency both of mercury and {curvy 
} to excite a tender flate of the gums, and a very feetid flate 
| of the breath, we have reafon to fuppofe that the effects of 
| both. are in fome degree the fame. — 
| This might be farther elucidated by various atguments 
} which the extent of this publication will not admit. E- 
} nough, however, bas been faid for the purpofe of explain- 
| ing the chief part of the treatment I have ventured to pro- 
| pofe ; particularly that which relates to diet and other ar- 
| ticles of regithen during a courfe of mercury. 
| In fpeaking of {crophula as an impediment tothe action 
}of mercury in the cure of Lues Venerea I do not mean to 
fay that the difeafe cannot be cured in fcrophulous confti- 
Jtutions, We daily meet with the contrary of this: But 
} we alfo find, when the fame fore partakes both of fcrophu- 
tla and Lues Venerea, that we do not derive the fame ad- 
|vantages from mercury as in fores purely venereal. In 
'fuch circumftances, after as much mercury has been given 
Jas is productive of any beneficial effect, and of which we 
[judge by the fores or other fymptoms making no progrefs 
| towards farther amendment, our beft chance of effecting a | 
cure is to omit the mercury, and not have recourfe to it 
fagain till by the ufe of bark, cold bathing, cicuta, and other 
} remedies employed for {crophula, the difpofition is corre¢t- 
j ed or removed by which the operation of the mercury up- 
} on the fyphilitic fymptoms was rendered ineffectual. 
| But the moft frequent caufe of our failure with merci = 
[ty in the cure of this difeafe is that which I have already 
Phad occafion to infifteupon, our giving it m fuch finall 
| quantities as are not fufficient in the more advanced {tages 
of the difeafe for eradicating the virus; by which, although 
the fymptoms may all be rendered much milder, or even 
| apparently removed, they either do not entirely difappear, 
‘or if they do, are afterwards very aptto recur. ‘his, 
however, is not the fault of the remedy, but of the method’ 
of giving it, and of which all who adupt the practice of 
ee: VOEMi, S 
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giving it in fufficient quantities will be convinced. Since 


I went into this pra¢tice, befide having had many inftanc- 
es of the medicine proving effe€tual when exhibited in 
thefe quantities, where it had previoufly failed, I have not 
as yet, and feveral years have elapfed, had afingle inftance 
of its failure, except in fuch combinations as I have men- 
tioned, or where the contftitution was in fucha ftate of de- 
bility that a fufficient quantity of mercury could not be 
employed. But even of thefe very few cafes have occur- 
red. I have no hefitation, therefore, in faying that mer- 
cury under proper management may, with very few limi- 
tations, be confidered as a certain remedy for fyphilis.. 


| § 2. Of Guiacum. 
Guiacum has long been employed as .a remedy in Lues 
Venerea. It was ufed indeed very generally over Europe 


foon after this difeafe came to attract the attention of prac- 


titioners. Being for fome time the only remedy upon 


which any dependence could be placed, it was at firft great- 


ly extolled by all who wrote upon it ; and from the tefti- 


mony given of it by authors of the firft reputation, not on- — 
_ ly of thefe times, but of later periods, there was no reafon — 
to doubt of its being poffeffed of the power of mitigating, © 
and perhaps of curing fome of the fymptoms of fyphilis. _ 
The powers of mercury, however, were found to be fo pre-- 
eminent that guiacum came at laft to be feldom ufed by 
itfelf, but by many it was, and {till is continued as an al- | 


fiftant to mercury. 


Being feldom given by itfelf many came at laflto doubt “q 


whether any advantage was obtained from it or not; and 


fome went fo far as to fay that it poffeffled no power whate- — 
ver over any fymptom of this difeafe. ‘This is one, which — 
among other effects, might be mentioned that refult from, — 
habit and prejudice. I own too, that from the fame caufe 
I was at one period of this opinion, till I found by expe-_ 
Timent that guiacum in different forms could even by it- 
felf remove many of the fymptoms of fyphilis. Venereal 
‘ulcers and blotches upon the {kin are the fymptoms in the — 
_ removal of which its effects are moft confpicuous. In ™ 
three cafes of ulcers, and one of blotches upon the breaft 
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| and arms, all clearly marked, and in which mercury had 
| never been employed, the fymptoms were: completely te- 
| moved by the internal ufe of guiacum alone. In the pa- 
| tient with blotches, however, the difeafe returned in the 
| {pace of a month, but not in the fame form. In one of 
| the others the ulcers appeared again at the end of fix weeks. 
| Ina third they continued well after three months had elapf- 
| ed, but what became of this patient afterwards, and of the 
| fourth, I do not know. ‘The two firft were afterwards cur- 
| ed with mercury. ae 
Although the refukt of thefe trials did not induce me ever 

| to truft to guiacum alone, they gave fufficient ground to 
| confider it as a remedy from which fome advantage may 
| be occafionally derived when conjoined with mercury ; 
| accordingly I have been led to continue, or rather to re-. 
| commence the ufe of this remedy in many cafes of fyphilis, 
| for at one period, from the caufe I have mentioned, I had 
laid it entirely afide. 

| I believe, indeed, that I would have been induced to > 
| place more dependence upon it, or at leaft to have profe- 
| cuted my experiments with regard to it farther than what 
| Thad done, if I had not been prevented by the refult of 
} fome trials which Mr. Hunter alfo had made with it, and 
| which he publifhed about the fame period. By thefe it 
| evidently appeared that guiacum has a confiderable influ- 
ence upon the venereal virus. I never made trial of it as 
a local application; but Mr. Hunter found that in this 
manner it cured venereal ulcers, firft in one part of the 
| body, and afterwards in others, where farfaparilia employ- 
| edin a fimilar manner had failed, He found toothat ve- 
| ry numerous venereal ulcers were removed by the inter- 
| nal ufe cf it, but after both trials the difeafe foon returned. 
) Mr. Hunter's experiments were made with the gum, mine 
with an extract and ftrong decoction of the wooed. ‘The 
extract feemed to be equally effectual with the decoction, 
‘but as it has a ftrong tendency to affect the bowels I foon 
left it off, and employed the latter only. In thefe cafes to 
| which I allude, as well as in fome others, a very {trong de- 
-coction was employed, three ounces of the wood to an Ein- 
glifh quart of water, that is, this quantity was boiled in 
two quarts of water into one, and this was taken in the 
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courfe of a day, either by itfelf or mixed with. milk ; but q 


as it is apt to purge when ofthis ftrength, and. is likawate | | 


difagreeably acrid, and as I never now depend upon it a- 


lone for the cure, I fe.dom Py more than an ounce to 
this quantity of decoction.* 

That mercury might not cure every Aiehesom - fy phi- 
lis equaliy weil whether guiacum was empleyed along with 
it or not I will not pofitively fay ; but I am:difpofed to 
think, and not without much attention to the'fubjed, that 
the cure commonly goes on’ more eafily when the two are 
conjoined than when mercury is given to any great ex- 
tent by itfelf. I am. therefore in the. frequent habit. of 
ufing guiacum, particularly where the difeafe. is of long 
duration and has appeared upon the furface, either i in the 
form of ulcers or eruption. _ It has alfo been much. recom- 
mended for its efficacy in nodes, and for the removal of 
thofe pains refembling rheumatifm, which frequently pro- 
ceed from fyphilis. I have not found, however, that it 
proves fo uieful in nodes as in other (ymptoms of the dif- 
eafe; and where pains only take place we can never with 


fuch certainty determine from what caufe they proceed, as _ 
they are undoubtedly one of the moft equivocal fymptoms _ 


of fyphilis, and there is no caufe to doubt of guiacum being 
a very ufeful remedy in cafes’merely rheumatic. 


I have in different inftances found a flrong deccétion of 


guiacum prove particularly ufeful in the cure of thofe ex-~ 


tenfive ulcers which fometimes fucceed to buboes. In | 


fome the guiacum anfwers by itfelf, but it proves more 
frequently fuccefsful, as we {hall herea‘ter have occafion to 
mention, when conjoined wath, mezereon and atepaaiay 


(4. Of Sarfaparilia, 3 ae 


Sarfaparilla has been long employed, in the cure of Lues | 
Venerea, and from the refuit of fome trials which I made — 
with it I am ‘difpofed to think that fome advantage may be. | 
derived from it’ "Uhe trials which I have made with it a- © 
long with mercury have been numerous, but it.is not upon 


thefe that any judgment can be formed of its real efhcacy. 


* ‘Vide Appendix, No. 22% 
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Neither have I given it often where mercury had not been 


| previoutly ufed; but I have had many, opportunities of 


ufing it in cafes where mercury had not proved altogether 
fuccefsful, whether from being given in too {mail quanti- 


| ties, or from being exhibited without that attention to re- 


gimen which it requires, and ina great proportion of thefe 


| it has been productive of evident good etiects.. I have 
| found it particulariy ufeful in thofe fymptoms which chief- 
| iy affect the ikin, fuch as blotches and the remains of old 
| venereal ulcers. When mercury from either of the caufes 
| which I have mentioned has failed of comple:ing the cure 


I have in various inftances known it accomplifhed by far- 


| fapariiia, where otherwile there was much reafon to think 
| that mercury in a larger quantity, or given in a difierent 
| manner, would have been neceilary.. 


I have given farfaparilla in powder, in extract, and in 


decoction, but the latter has always appeared to aniwer beit. 


| Not unfrequently I conjoin it with guiacum, and it an- 
_ fwers the purpole of blunting the acrimony of the latter.* 


Sarfaparilla and guiacum have both a tendency to pro- 


| mote peripirat on. Befides any power which they may 
| polleis of acting directly upon the venereal virus, they feem 
| allo to prove ferviceable where mercury goes too readily 
| to the mouth, in diverting it from that outlet.* 


Bis Re jy Se eR MMezerzon. 


The root of this plant has long been employed for the 


removal of {chirrous tumours by whatever caufe they may. 


be produced, and many have thought that it bas proved 
particularly ufeful in venereal nodes, as weil as in lome 0- 


| ther fymptoms of this difeafe. As I have not made much 


ufe of it where mercury was not either employed along 
‘with it or before it was given, I cannot'from my own ob- 
fervation determine whether it is potlefled of the power 
of curing fyphilis by itfelfor not; but from much experi- 
ence of the eifects of it when conjoined with mercury, L 


| can fay decitively that in this manner it often proves ufe- 


ful. I have never known any advantage that was fuihci- 
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ently clear and obvious derived from it in nodes, but it 
certainly tends to heal thofe uleers which fometimes re- 
main obftinate after the quantity of mercury is given that 
we judge to be neceflary. 2 

I have already had occafion to mention that fpread- 
ing ulcers of this kind are particularly apt to fucceed 
to buboes, and that they often refift all the remedies | 
that we employ for them. As this fometimes hap- 
pens after a very full quantity of mercury has been 
given, and as the fores often healat laft from the ef- 
fects of a change of regimen alone, I conclude that 
they are not kept up by any remains of Lues Venerea ; 
and asit is in this {tate of the difeafethat I have chief- 
ly obferved any advantage to accrue from mezereon, 
I conclude that it acts particularly by correcting that 
ftate of the fyftem which Jong continued ufe of mer- 
cury is apt to induce, and which by experience we 
find to be very inimical to the cure of all fuch fores 
as the patient at the time may labour under. 

It feems to be in this manner that Kennedy’s decoc- 
tion, and of which mezereon appears to form a confi- 
derable part, proves particularly ufeful. There is no 
reafon to fuppofe that any quantity of mercury is con- 
tained in that decoction, and yet there is no caufe to 
doubt of fores of this defcription having been often 
foon healed by it, which had previoufly refifted eve- 
ry attempt that was made to cure them. Of this J 
could mention feveral hiftories which have fallen 
within my own knowledge, but they are too long to 
admit of infertion in this place. ‘Lhis decoction, I 
may remark, appears to be nearly, or perhaps entire- 
ly the fame with the Lifbon deco&ion, for which a 
form is given in the Appendix”. | 

In ufing this root it is proper to obferve, that the 
ligneous parts of it are altogether inert. The bark of 
the root appears to be the only active part of it. An 
Englifh quart, containing a drachm and a half of the 
bark, is a fufficient quantity to be taken in the courfe 
of a day, and even this, when the root is in perfection, 


* Vide Vol. I. Nos. 46 and 47. 
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| venders the decoétion fo acrid that it is apt to affe& 
| the throat. With a view to leffen this acrimony we 
| conjoin it with gum arabic, liquorice, althea, and of- 
| ten with farfaparilla*. | 


§ 6. OF Danian: 


Opium had long been employed for the relief of 
| that kind of irritation which fome of the fymptoms 
| of Lues Venerea are apt to excite, but it was not till 
| within thefe fourteen years that it was fuppofed to 
| poffefs any power of deftroying the venereal virus, 
or of curing this difeafe. It was firft employed with 
| this view in the Britifh hofpitals in America; and 
| Doctor Michaelis, phyfician to the Heflian troops was, 
| I believe, the firft who put it to the teft of experi- 
/ment. | 3 

Since that period it has been ufed as an antifyphilitic 
medicine by various practitioners in almoft every part of 
| Europe; and it has had the fate of almoft every new re- 
| medy, or of every remedy employed with new motives. 
| Some have fpoken of it in the higheft terms of panegyric, 
| while others do not admit that it is capable of removing 
even the mildeft fymptom of the difeafe. In matters of 
doubt all that authots ought to attempt is to ftate clearly 
| what they know to be matter of fact, as it is from the refult 
| of repeated trials properly authenticated that an adequate 
| judgment on all fuch points is alone to be formed. As it 
| appeared to be a matter of the firlt importance to have a _ 
| new remedy for the cure of Lues Venerea, and which was 
| reported to act with much more eafe and certainty ‘than 
| mercury, I was one among many who gave it a very full 
| trial.’ It was ufed in a variety of cafes and in different ftag- 
| es of the difeafe; but in no inftance did it accomplifh a 
) cure where there was caufe to fuppofe that the virus was 
not previoufly deftroyed by mercury. Sores originally 
produced by this virus, and kept up, as is fometimes the 
| cafe, by irritation alone, and long after the venereal taint 
is deftroyed, are more effectually cured by opium than any’ 





* Vide Vol. IL. No. 24. 
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other remedy. »: Sores;which from on cats have remain- — 


ed ob{tinate for a great length of time, are, by the ufe of 
opium, often brought toa healing flate; and when the con- 
ftitution is not otherwife difeafed, they are, for the moft 
part, foon cicatrifed. It is proper, however, to diftinguifh 
between thefe fores and fuch’as are venereal. Sores in 
this ftate are not to be confidered as venereal. The vene- 


teal virus, it is true, has’ acted as the. exciting caufe, but - 


this.being deftroyed by mercury, they no longer depend 
upon this, and,in fuch circumftances are to be treated in 
the fame manner with fores of a fimilar nature proceeding 
from any other caufe. In whatever way fores may have 
taken place, if much irritation prevails, opium is perhaps 
the belt remedy we can employ, but I have not found that 
it proves more effectual in fores that are the confequences 
of Lues Venerea than in fuch as are produced by any other 
caufe, provided the degree of pain and irritation with which 
aay are accompanied be the fame. 

I {ufpect much, therefore, that this diftin@ion has not 
met with fufficient attention by. many who confider opium 
asa remedy in the cure of fyphilis. By ating asa very 
effectual remedy. in the cure of many fores in:which mer- 
cury had failed, they have been induced to attribute pow- 
- ets to Heyes which I have much reafon to think it does 
not poflefs, for I have never known it prove effectual where 
mercury had not prévioufly been given. 

Antify philitic powers being once attributed to opium it 
was readily imagined that in proportion to the quantity ex- 
hibited it would prove more or lefs effectual. It was ac- 
‘cordingly given in large dofes, and thefe were more fre- 
quently repeated than had been ufual in former praétice. 
Few, I believe, made. more complete trials of it, or have 
 puthed it farther than I have in various inftances done: 


Eeginning with two grains at bed-time, one in the morn-. 


ing, and ‘another sat’ mid: day, and adding a grain to each ~ 


dofe every third or fourth day, patients in this manner I 
have fahind could bear very contiderable quantities in the 
courfe of afhorttime. One of my patients who could not 
at firft bear more than a grain at once, in the ¢ourfe of five 
weeks took three dofes of fifteen grains each, daily. I did 
not find, howéver, that an y advantage was derived from 
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_ giving it fo largely, while it frequently did much harm: 
It was apt to excite ficknefs, head-ach, and: giddinefs, a to- 
tal lots of appetite, in fome an obftinate coftivenefs, and 
what was more furprifing, it acted with many as a {mart 
purgative. 1 never obferved this effect, however, till the 
dofe came to the extent of ten or twelve grains ; but when 
| this fymptom did take place from it, no altringent medi- 
‘ cine feemed to have any eflect in removing it, and it was 
only relieved by emetics and purgatives. \ 

I muft indeed admie that opium was taken by many; 
even in large doles, without any inconvenience or dif- 
trefs; but being foon fenfible that it had no effe& in de- 
{troying the venereal virus; that it proved in no other 
way ufeful than by leilening or removing irritation; and 
| that this réfulted with equal certainty from moderate dofes; 
I have of late defifted from giving it in larger quantities 
than two or three grains in the courfe of a day. 

Opium conjoined with an emetic has long been known 
as a. very ufeful remedy in rheumatifm ; and I have found 
| it prove particularly ufeful in thofe pains refembling rheu- 
| matifm which occur in the venereal difeafe. But the re 
| lief which it procures is only temporary if mercury be not 
|} employed along with it. For this purpofe landanum may 
| be given.along with tinlure of antimony, or opium may 
| be given with ipecacuan, in the form of Dover's powder.* 
| In fome cafes opium proves ufeful as an external appli- 
| cation, whether employed asa wath for painful phagadenic 
| ulcers, or in a folid form as an ointment; but it does nog 
| appear, even, in this. manner, to act in any other way than 
} as an, anodyne. | 

| o 


" 


* Vide Appetidix, No. 25. 
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SEC T. Vv. | 
Of the Cure of Lues Venerea: 
‘(.r. Of the Cure of Chancres. 


A DESCRIPTION of chancre is given in Seétion II. 
of this Chapter, page 8. ‘The firit queftion to be deter- 
mined in the treatment of chancre is, whether the cure 
fhouid be trufted entirely to the internal exhibition of 
mercury ; to the ufe of local applications; or to both of 
thefe combined. 


A confiderable time ago I had cccafion to mention my 


opinion on this fubject, and hitherto I have feen no good 
caufe for deferting it.* My opinion at that time was, as it 
ftill is, that chancres fhould be healed as fpeedily as pofli- 


ble, and that this may be‘done with fafety by co: pyining : 


the advantages of local remedies with the internai ule of 
mercury. 

Many practitioners think that chancres ought not to be 
heaied but by the internal ufe of mercury cay and they 


give as reafons for this, that when external applicaticns are / 


employed we can never be certain whether the cenflituti- 
on is rendered faie or not, while we can {carcely be deceiv~ 

ed, they imagine, when chancres heal folely from the ufe 
of mercury. ‘l’a this practice, however, there are differ- 
ent objections. ‘The internal exhibition of mercury alone 
will not always cure chancres. .] Have known a perifon 
~keot under the complete effect of mercury for many weeks, 

and ihe chancrés for which it was preicribed remain near- 
ly in the fame ftate as at firft. Nay, in different inftanc= 
es, where this practice was purfued, and in which the cure 


was trufted to mercury alone, although the remedy was. 


continued in all of them for fix or feven weeks, and un- 
der the beft management, as the chancres did not heal the 
mercury was laid afide on the fuppofition of the conftitu- 


* Vide Treatife on the Theory and Management of Ulcers. 
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tion being rendered fafe ; but although in all of them the 
fores were foon cured by the application of cauttic, red 
precipitate, oc fome other efcharrotic, in feveral, {ymptoms 
of pox appeared in the courfe of a few weeks; in fome 
with ulcers in che throat, and in others with blotches upon 
the ikin. Fron which I conclude that we cannot depend 
upon the internal ufe of mercury alone for the cure df 
chaacres; nor have I obdferved that it acts with certainty, 
uniefs the fores are kept up by the virus having entered 
the conititution. | | 
But the moit important objection to the practice. is, that 

being inuch more iedious in accomplifhing a cure, it cre-- 
ates a greater alk of the Virus entering the fyftem than 
wien the fores are more {peedily healed by the ufe of ex- 
te:nal applications. ‘Tne practice of healing chancres by 


the interna: ufe of mercury oniy, originated from an opi- 


nion that venereal fores of every defcription proceeded 
from the conititution being infected, and were this the 


_ €ale, there might be caufe to confider it,as well founded ; 


but now that.we know that chancres at firft are always lo- 
cai, and that they are the fource of whatever matter enters 
the fy:tem, it is obvious that the more {peedily they can 
with propriety be heaied, the lefs will be the rifk of the 
conflitution being injured. — 

Chancres might frequently be cured by the ufe cf ex- 
ternal applications'aione, and as we know from experience 
that the matter is not always abforbed the cure would ina 
few initances prove permanent ; but as we have no means 
of diftinguilhing when this is the cafe, while there is rea- 
fon to th nk that in moit in{ftances abforption takes place, 
we ought in no cafe to truft to it. In order to avoid the 
inconveniencies of a courfe of mercury, it has been fathi- 
onable of lace to truft the cure of recent chancres to local 
remedies, but I know from various inftances in which I 


have been confulted, that the practice is exceedingly: dan- 
-gerous. ‘The chancres may be eafily healed; but where 


mercury is not employed the difeafe in a great proportion 


of cafes foon fhews itfelf in the fyftem. 
The moft certain, as wellas the {peedieft cure of 


chancres is to be obtained from a due attention to ex- 
ternal applications conjoined with a well regulated 
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courfe of mercury, By the former we are frequently 


enabled to complete the cure in a few.days, which 
otherwife would require a great length of time, and_ 


by the latter the conftitution is rendered perfectly fe-. 


cure. 


Chancres in an incipient ftate are moft effectually — 


cured by the application of cauftic or efcharrotics. 


<_<“ 


If the difeafed parts are completely deftroyed with 


. cauftic they foon become clean, and heal as guickly as 


fores proceeding from any other caufe and of the fame 


magnitude ufually do. ‘i'his practice is now very ge- © 


nérally adopted, and the eifect of it is fo remarkable 
that it has never probably been laid afide by any who 
have given ita fair trial, None, I imagine, have pur- 
fued it more fully than I have done; but I find it ne- 
eeflary to remark, that in the ufual way of condué- 
ing this practice it is/liable to one very important ob- 


jection: the chancrés to which it is applied, if they 
are not of long duration, very commonly heal quick- | 


jy ; butina great proportion of cafes the cure of the 
fores is fucceeded by buboes in the contiguous glands. 
For a confiderable time I was induced to fuppofe that 
the fwellings of the glands which thus took place af- 
ter the cure of chancres were more the effect of ac- 
cident than of the method of treatment, and that they 
would have occurred under whatever management 
the fores might have been. The frequency, howe- 
ver, of their appearance made me at laft fufpeé that 


I was miftaken, and farther obfervation made it obvi-» 


ous that this was the cafe. 
As-experiment alone could detgrmine the queftion, 
I was refolved to employ this teft. Of the firft twen- 


ty patients who occurred with incipient chancres, in. 
ten they were deftroyed by an immediate and effec- _ 


tual application of lunar cauftic, the remedy being em- 
ployed according to my ufual cuftom at that time, in- 
{tantly on my being called. Of the other ten, five 


were dreffed with blue mercurial ointment, aid five. 


with common wax ointment. The fores to which 
cauftic were applied healed much fooner than the 
others, and next to thefe the fores that were dreffed 
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| with iriciac eget ointment. But tothe ten patients to 
/whom caftic was applied no lefs than eight had bu- 
boes, while only one bubo occurred in all the others, 

and it happened in one of the patients whofe chair. 
eres had been dreffed with mercury. I thought alfo 
that buboes appeared to be lefs frequent from the ap- 
| plication of cauftic where mercury had been previout- 
ily given. ‘Yhis fell within my obfervation from time 
‘to time with patients who had taken mercury either 
}of their own accord or by the advice of others, and 
/appearing)to be of importance I was refolved to bring 
ait likewile to the teft of experiment, and the refult 
| was as follows: Of forty-eight patients with chancres 
'in an-incipient ftate, and exactly as they occurred in 
| practice, one half was treated in the manner I have 
‘mentioned, by deftroying the chancres with cauttic, 
| immediately on my being defired to fee them, while 
all the others were put under mercury for eight or ten 
days before the application of cauftic. In every other 
icircumftance the method of treatment was the fame. 
/The difference, however, furprifed me exceedingly. 
Of the twenty four treated with the immediate appli- 
| cation of cauftic twenty were feized with buboes, 

| |while only three buboes occurred in an equal number 
| to whom mercury had been previoufly adminiftered. 
_ Thefe buboes did not indeed all terminate in fuppu- 
} ration, nor did many of them arrive at any confidera- 
} ble fige: Being clofely watched, mercury was im- 
} mediately applied for the purpoie of difcufing: them, 

j and for the moft part it proved fuccefsful; but there 
} was no caufe to doubt of their being venereal from 
‘their being equally difficult to manage, and from thofe 
which ended in fuppuration being equally difficult to 
f cure with buboes which occur in the ordinary courfe 
} ofbufinefs. At firft I was induced to hope that {wel- 
lings produced in this manner were not venereal, but 
merely the effect of irritation excited by the cauitic, 
E but it foon became obvious that this was not the cafe, 
and that cauftic does not deftroy the venereal virus 
‘fo completely as is commonly imagined, while, by th 

irritation which it always in fome degree excites, 7 
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tends often to produce buboes, which otherwife ne-— 
ver would take place. This affords an additional 
proof to what has already been mentioned of the ef-— 
fect of irritation in exciting the action of the abforb-_ 
ents; and the effect of mercury in this cafe, by pre-” 
venting the formation of buboes, tends farther to iup-— 
port the opinion of this moans acting as an antidote 
to the fy philitic virus. 4 


v 


“A 


begin to form in the courfe of a day or two after call 
tic has been applied; in fome cafes even fooner. But. 
I have known them take place where the glands had _ 
remained found for a good many days after the chan-— 
cres were completely cicatrifed, and where there was | 
no reafon therefore to fulpect that any exciting caufe 
of buboes could remain. In thefe inftances I conclude 
that fuch afmall portion of the virus had been lodged | 
_ in the lymphatics forming the gland, as required this’ 
length of time to excite that dearer of irritation that 
_ is neceflary for the production of bubo. 
The fame effect appears to refult from whatevens 
cauftic is employed ; at leaft this has been the cafe 
with fuch trials as I have made with ‘lunar cautftic, 
red precipitate, blue vitriol, and corrofive fublimate 3 | 
and as the cauftic is more ealily applied, while it ent 
monly acts with more certainty, and perhaps with’ 
lefs pain than any of the others, I commonly give it 
the preference. Where cauftic is to be employed, 
my practice now isto put my patient previoufly un~ 
‘der mercury for the {pace of fix, eight, or ten days, 
till there is full evidence of the medicine having en- 
tered the fyftem. At this time cauftic is applied : 
over the whole furface of the chancre, however ex- | 
tenfive it may be, in fuch a manner as to deftroy all 
the difeafed parts, and the application is renewed as) 
often as the fores become foul or floughy. In fome_ 
it is not neceffary. to ufe it above once or twice, while 7} 
in others it muft be repeated in every fecond or third” i 
day, during a great part of the cure. Even where 4 
the fores have hones clean cauftic often proves ufe-_ 
ful, particularly when they are ftationary, and make © 
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‘no progrefs towards a cure ; in which cafe we may 
commonly make them cicatrife more f{peedily by the 
reiterated application of cauftic than by any other re- 
pmedy.e- 

_ When chancres are brought into a clean healing 
{tate a cure will for the moit part be obtained by con- 
|tinuing the ufe of mercury for a fufficient length of 
|time, and by drefling with dry lint, or any fimple 
‘ointment ; but that fixed or ftationary ftate to which 
Tallude, and in which they often remain where cauf- 
| tic is not frequently applied, is very effectually pre- 
_vented by drefling with precipitate or calomel oint- 
‘ment; and in fome cafes I have employed for the 
fame purpofe an ointment prepared with verdigris.* 

|» In all cafes of chancres the parts ought to be kept 
particularly clean, and the beft ordinary wafh for this 
|purpofe is a-weak folution of .corrofive fublimate, in 
\the proportion of one grain to feven or eight ounces 
lof water. Where the fores remain foul notwithftand- 
ing the application of cauftic, but which does not of- 
ten happen where a fufficient quantity of mercury is 
‘given along with it, it becomes neceflary to employ a 
'folution with a greater proportion of fublimate. In 
this cafe one, or even two grains, may be added to an 
/ounce of water; but this being tooftrong for applying ~ 
‘to the contiguous parts, care muft be taken to confine it 
as much as poffible to thofe that are difeafed. In this foul 
or floughy ftate of chancres, among the variety of dreflings 
which we are oecafionally obliged to employ, the blue oint- 
'ment prepared with equal parts of mercury and hogs-lard 

| fometimes anfwers well, as it does indeed in almoft every 

| ftate of chancre in which it is proper that mercury fhould 
-beufed. For the purpofe too of removing this foul ap- 
| pearance which chancres are very apt to aflume, and un- 
| der which they never heal, red precipitate finely lévigat- 
ed is often employed in powder, and frequently with ad- 
vantage. Calomel applied in this manner alfo proves ufe- 
ful; and it is chiefly in this fate of chancres that I have 
perceived moft advantage to be derived from mercurial 





* Formula of thefe ointments are civen in the Appendix, Nos. 26, 27, and 2% 
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fumigations. In all flight cafes of chancres a free scelicdal 
tion of cauftic very commonly proves fuccefsful; but 
where the fores are deep, extenfive, and very lovghy, to- 
gether with the tife of cauftic we are obliged to employ one 
or other of the articles which I have mentioned ; and when 
_ precipitate, calomel, and even verdigris have failed, I have 
in. various inftances found that the parts have been render- 
ed clean, and brought into a healing ftate, by fumigating 
~ ence or twice with cinnabar. 

‘There are two ftates, however, of chancre which do not” 
admit of this mode of treatment, viz. where the parts af 
fected are either much inflamed, or fhow fome tendency to 
mortification. In all other fituations, whether the fores — 
be upon the glans, prepuce, or frenum, or even within © 
the mouth of the urethra, cauftic may be applied with free- | 
dom. It may be proper here to remark, that when a chan- 
cre is feated upon the frenum, or beneath it, if it is not. 
altogether fuperficial, the frenum itfelf fhould be cut a- 
crofs. It is eafily done, no inconveniency is experienced 
from it, and it tends always to forward the cure. 

When the parts. upon which chancres are feated become 
much. inflamed, fuch remedies fhould be employed as 
prove moft effectual in removing inflammation. When 
the patient is plethoric, blood-letting in fome inftances is 
necellary, together with cooling laxatives, and a low diet. ’ 

The parts fhould be dreffed with any fimple ointment, 
fuch as the common. faturnine ointment and wax liniment. 
mentioned in the Appendix.* In fuch circumftances too 
faturnine poultices prove fometimes ufeful ; but nothing» 
ever gives more relief than the internal ufe of opiates. 
sepa irritation they frequently tend more effectual-_ 
ly. than any. other remedy to lefien or remove the inflam- F 
mation. | 

In foine cafes, however, notwithftanding all our attenti-" 
on, this inflammatory ftate of chancres terminates in gan-" 
grene, while in others gangrene takes place where no great — 4 
degree of ‘inflammation had been previoufly obferved. 
In thefe oppofite circumftances the remedies to be em-_ 
ployed ought evidently to be different. -Where much i in- ; 
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a flammation ftill prevails, blood-lettine with other parts aa 
an anti-phlogiftic courfe ought to be puthed as’ tar as the 
| ftrength and age of the patient can with fafety admit, while 
| aplentiful ufe of bark is perhaps the beft remedy where 
little or no inflammation occurs. SP Roadie | 
For the removai of inflammation, befides general blood=. 
letting, I have occafionaliy ventured upon the application 
of leeches to the difeafed parts, and commonly with much 
advaniaze. ‘he bites of leeches may in fome ‘inftances 
| give mfe ‘to venereal ulcers, which otherwife would not 
| have taken place, but little or no difadvantage enfues from _ 
this, as they heal by the ufe of the mercury that we mutt 
nece‘Tarily employ for the cure of the difeafe, while nothing 
proves fo effectual as local blood-letting, for carrying off 
that great degree of inflammatory tenfion which.in cafes of 
this defcription we fometimes meet with. — | 
|. Whether inflammation takes place or/not, gangrene, 
| when it atifes from chancres,-proceeds with more rapidity 
than it ufually does from any other caufe.. I have known 
a confideradle part of the glans deftroyed by it inthe courfe 
‘of a day, For the moit part, if not immediately checked, 
either by. general or local blood-letting, or by a liberal ufe 
| of bark, according to the nature of the cafe, it proceeds 
| without our being able te puta ftop to it till it comes to. 
the urethra. In different inftances I have known the ure- 
thra laid entirely bare for a contiderable length on the 
| mortified parts being removed; and where it begins upon 
| the preputium, it proceeds in fome cafes not only through 
the foofe fkin and cellular fubfance of the penis, but even 
into the corpora cayernofa. : a! 
| The mol? diftrefsful fymptom which takes place from 
the mortification of ‘thefe parts is the vent which it fome- 
times gives to the ‘urine by penetrating the fubftance of 
the urethra. “In fome inilances one opening is formed; 
‘in others we méet with two; three, or more. Betides the 
inconveniency and diftrefsrwhich this always’ occafions it 
adds contiderably to the hazard of the patient, for the urine 
| in this maaner finds acvelSto the furrounding celluiar fub- 
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ftance, where it not only gives much additional pain, but 4 
the irritation which it excites feems to be of a nature par- 
ticularly apt to create a difpofition to gangrene, fo that 
whenever it takes place the mortification extends more ra- 
pidly than it did before, nor has bark and the other reme~ 
dies. ufuaily given much: influence in putting a ftop to it. 
We derive moft advantage from opium. Whether opium — 
acts here as an antifeptic may be difficult to afcertain: I 
rather fuppofe that it proves chiefly ufeful by leflening or ~ 
removing the irritation produced by the urine, for I have 
not perceived that its beneficial effects are.in proportion to 
the quantity that is given. Small dofes, when they pro- 
cure eafe, feem to prove equally ufeful with the largeft, 
which they would not probably do if they acted in any o- 
ther manner. While by means of opiates we endeavour 
to leffen the pain, much. care fhould be taken to prevent 
the urine from finding accefs to the contiguous parts. 
Where it happens to lodge, the fac which receives it fhould 
be laid freely open, and. the parts bathed with a decoction 
of bark, an infution of rofe leaves, or fome other antifeptic 
after every time the patient voids urine. 

I have taken the more particular notice of this effect of | 
urine upon parts.in this fituation as I do not find that it 
has been mentioned by others,, and as various cafes have 
fallen under my care in which the moft diftrefsful confe- 
quences enfued from it. 

Chancres are particularly apt to. become gangrenous © 
when combined with paraphymofis, but they do fo occa- | 
fronally where no degree of this {ymptom. has ever occur- 
red. x 

The moft alarming fymptom of this ftate of chancre is — 
the hemorrhagy which occurs when the mortification * 
reaches the large arteries of the penis. No advantage is | 
derived from tying thefe arteries with ligatures till the 7 
gangrene is completely flopped; fo that in this fituation © 
we are obliged to truft to the uncertain effects of aftringent © 
applications conjoined. with moderate preflure. Preffure — 
in this cafe is moft effectually applied by means of a fillet — 
of linen er cotton, pafled round the penis, after a leaden © 
or filver tube has been inferted into the urethra. | 
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The point of moft importance in this ftate of the difor- 
der is to determine the propriety of giving mercury, or 
deiaying the ufe of it till the moctification is over. ‘It is 

the commen practice to continue the mercury that had pre- 
‘Wioully been given for the chancres, and many even judge 
it neceilary to give it in greater quantities. In every in- 
fiance, however, where:I have known this done, it has evi- 
dently proved hurtful; and having found from various 
trials that the mercury may with fatety be laid afide during 
the progrefs of the mortification, I now never enipioy it 
tili ail the mortified parts are removed. ‘The fear of the 
difeafe gaining ground from this, and an opinion of the 
mortification being of a venereal nature, and that mercury 
is therefore neceflary to {top it, is the caufe of its being in 
general perfiited in; but the progrefs of mortification is fo 
‘rapid, when compared with the ufual fymptoms of fyphilis, 
and it is in every circumftance fo different in appearance 
from thefe, that I do not conceive it to be venereal. It is 
indeed evidently induced by this difeafe; but in this ref- 
pect the fyphilitic virus feems to act in no other manner 
than as the occafional caufe; and chancres being at firft al- 
ways local, I believe, that in moft inftances the fore which 
remains after the mortification. is gone is not venereal, and 
that it would heal whether mercury fhould be given or 
not, in the fame manner as would happen with a great pro- 
’ portion of chancres where cauttic has been freely applied | 
on their firft appearance. But as we cannot in either cafe 
know with certainty whether the virus has entered the fy{- _ 
tem or not, the fafety of our patient requires in bath in- 
flances that mercury fhould be given in fuch quantities as 
may be neceflary to effect this purpofe. While mortifica- 
tion continues to advance it {hould be treated in the fame 
manner with gangrene from any other caufe, and without 
any regard to the venereal difeafe : but as foon as the mor- 
tified parts are removed, the cafe fhould be confidered as 
‘entirely venereal ; a courfe of mercury thould be advifed 
and continued from a fortnight to three weeks ora month, 
according to the virulence and obftinacy of the fymptoms 
after the fores are cicatrifed. 

I have feldom, however, found it neceflary to difconti- 

nue mercury during the inflammatory {tate of chancres, 
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iven where inflammation runs high mercury may: be fafe- 


ly given. By iedening the venereal irritation, it ‘tends for 
the py part to abate, and even to remove the inflammati- 
on, fo that [commonly prefcribe it immediately, and per- 
filt in the moderate ufe of it during the whole continuance 
of this fymptom. 


Avier the infanieiuton produced by chancres is gone’ 


they fa: to be treated in the fame manner as if this fymp- 
tom nag not taken paace. When they are clean, and with 
a juriace difpofed to granulate and heal, any commen oint- 


meni wiil aniwer for diefling them, butwhen foul or floughy 


the application of cauitic, ‘calomel, precipitate, and ver- 
digris are equally proper as if the inflammation had not 


happened. Verdigris may not only be applied to chan-_ 


cres in powder, and in the form of an ointment, but in fo- 
lution ; and it equally tends to remove that floughy foul- 
ne.s to which I aliude, and difpofes the fores to heai when 
they become ftauonary. It may be ufed in various /pro- 
portions, trom two grams toa ferupie i in the ounce of water. 


in this cle san liate of chancres, w hen the cure does - 


not advance, the application of fpir it of lavender, ar- 
dent ipirits, or even of alcohol, proves fometimes wales 
ful; and in fome cafes we derive advantage from ba- 
thing the parts with lime water, a folution of blue vi- 
triol, traumatic balfam, or tincture of myrrh, 

One of the greateft impedime nts to the cure of chan- 
cres is their taking place whether on the intide of the 
_ prepuce or upon the glans along with phymiofis; for. 


when they cannot be kept Aig and drefiings prope Ye: 


ly applied, the cure proves always both tedious and 
uncertain. In all flight cafes of chancre in this fitu- 
ation we endeavour to cure them by injecting from 
time to time, between the prepuce and glans, one or 
other of the articles 1 have juft mentioned fufficient- 


ly diluted ; but when the fores are either déep or ex- 


tenfive, the operation for the phymotfis fhould always 
be advifed as the firft part of the cure.* Phis being 





- 


a meafure to which a patient does not readily affent — 
it is commonly poftponed, by which a great deal of 


time is lof, and chancres often allowed to procecd | 


" 
* Vide Chapter III. SeCtien XII. 


deep into the fubftance of the penis, which might ea- 
“ily have been healed without the hazard ‘of this be- 
ing incurred. — 
_. When an operation for this purpéfe becsines eee 


“fary the prepuce fhould be divided through its whole 
vtength. We are commonly defired to carry the in- 
cifion only the length of the chancres, but in differ- 



















‘ent inftances I have perceived bad confequences en- 
‘fue from this. ‘Lhe undivided {kin is apt to inflame 
| and become tight, and the pain from the operation be- 
| ing nearly the fame, the other as being more effectual 


| preferred. 

| When the cure, however, is coulgncbea without the 
| prepuce being aid open, befides a very regular at- 
| tention to cleanlinefs care fhould be taken to prevent 
adhetfions between the preputium and glans; a cir- 
‘cumftance particularly ae to happen when: much 
inflammation takes place, and from, which a good 
| deal of inconveniency. is afterwards experienced, 
‘LDhis is moft effectually prevented by making fuch l- 
| quods asi are injected pais freely round the whole fub, 


per dreflings, and placing them between the prepuce 
} and thofe parts of the glans that are affected. 

_ Chancres in the parts of generation of women re- 
|quire the fame methodof treatment as inmen. ‘The 
| parts do not appear to be fo irritable, fo that they 
|more readily admit of the efcharrotic applications 
which I have mentioned. In both fexes the care is 
‘|much promoted by confineinent while. nothing tends 
}more to retard it than the frettimg of the parts ra mo- 
‘tion in walking or riding on horfeback. | 

| Where venereal fores form upon the mons veneris 
‘jand external parts of the labia pudendi, or when chan- 
\eres percad to thefe parts, as they fometimes do from 
jthe nymphe clitoris, where they often begin they are 
fcomnionly more ae and floughy than venereal fores 


jcleaned by the ufual drefilings. Befides a more fre- 
}guent application of lunar cauftic they require any 
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jinany other fituation : Neither are they. fo readily, 


p and: not productive ion thefe inconveniences, fhould be | 


Litance of the glans, and Aa Fae fe pledgits with pro- 
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efcharrotics that we employ to be ufed in powder in-_ 


ftead of being mixed with ointments. They even ad- 


mit of being covered from time to time with leviga~ 
ted verdigris; nor have the milder articles of tiis” 


? ; 
clafs, fuch as calomel and red precipitate, the iame 


influence in keeping them clean that we find them to 


have in venereal fores in almoft every other part. It 
is proper, therefore, in the treatment of forces upon 
thefe parts, that this circumftance be kept iu view. 

Lunar cauftic is the beft application for chancres_ 


upon the lips. In this fituation ointments cannot be— 
conveniently employed, we therefore truft almoft en-_ 
tirely to the repeated application of cauftic; but in” 
chancres upon the nipples the application of cauftic | 
creates fo much pain that it ought never to be advif> — 
ed. Weare therefore in thefe parts obliged to em-— 
ploy the milder dreffings, and nothing an{wers better | 


than the common faturnine ointnient, or wax oint- 


ment, with a fourth part of calomel. Some advan- | 


tage is alfo derived from bathing the parts affected 
with a ftrong folution of opium in water. It leffens— 
irritability, by which the fores are more readily dif. 


pofed to heal, 
§ 2. Of the Cure of Buboes. 


A hiftory of the rife and progre{s of bubo has alrea- 
dy been given in Sect. II. of this chapter, p. 8. 

Our treatment of bubo has varied and been impro- 
ved by the more perfe& knowledge which of late 
years has been obtained in the anatomy of the lym- 
phatie fyftem. ‘Till this was acquired buboes were 
confidered as an effort of the fyftem to throw off the 


morbific matter of the difeafe, fo that in every in- } 


{tance to promote their fuppuration was thought to_ 


be neceffary ; but now that it is known that they are | 
not produced by any difeafe of the conftitution ; that |} 


they originate from a ftoppage of the fyphilitic virus 


in its progrefs to the common courfe of the circula-+ 
tion; that by bringing mercury into contac with the | 
virus while in this fituation we can render it totally . 
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inert; and that fores the confequence of the fuppura- 
‘tion of buboes are difficult of cure, we do not hefi- 
‘tate to fay that it is the beft pradtice to prevent the 
formation of matter, and by a proper application of 
‘mercury, combined with other means, to procure 2 
difcuffion of every tumour of this kind. 

But although the advantages of this practice are ob- 
B vious to all who have given it a proper trial, ftill 
there are many who have not adopted it, as thinking 
that they leffen the hazard of the patient by inducing 
fuppuration in the fubftance of the gland, and after- 
iwards difcharging the matter the confequence of the 
infdammation induced by the ob{truction, 

We muift indeed acknowledge that this reafoning 
would have every appearance of being well founded, 
and that the practice of curing buboes by difcuffion 
| ought certainly to be exploded, was it to be accom- 
| plifhed by forcing the matter of infection into the fyf- 
| tem, but as we have it in our power by a proper ufe 
of mercury entirely to deftroy the nature of the mat- 
| ter lodsed in the obftru@ed gland, and as we know 
from daily oblervation, that when accomplifhed in 
this manner the difcuflion of buboes can never be pro- 
'ductive of danger, it ought in all cafes to be ad~ 
1 vifed. . 3 

|. ‘The difcuffion of thefe tumours might often be in 
our power by other means than the dire& application 
of mercury to the matter of infection; but we act 
with more certainty of doing no harm to the confti- 
} tution by firft deftroying the active property of the 
} matter in the obftruéted gland, and trufting after- 
‘} wards to a proper courfe of mercury for obviating the 
} effects of any part of the virus that may have paffed 
into the fyftem. 7 

On the firft appearance of a bubo mercury fhould. 
} therefore be applied fo asthat it may with moft cer- 
§ tainty pals into theob{tructed gland. Hence it fhould 
f be chiefly applied to thofe parts lying between the bu- 
} b@and the {pot at which the matter of infe@tion was’ 
abforbed ; but in the ordinary feat of buboes the {pace 
} lying between thefe points is not fufficient for the quan+ 
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tity of mercurial ointment that muft be employed. ‘i 
Where buboes form in the arm pit, or in the fore’ 
part of the'thigh from venereal fores in the hand or’ 
feet, ‘this 1 may at’all' times be done; but when feated’ 
in the groin, befides rubbing: the Dnement on the | 
parts lying between the chancres and the fwellings, — 
we alfo apply it along the infide of the thigh and leg. | 
When the practice of difcufiing buboes with mercury / 
was firft introduced the ointment was chiefly rubbed | 
upon the tumour; and in many inftancés a mercurial } 
plafter was kept'conftantly applied toit; we find, how- | 
ever, that the mereury pailes with much more cers i 
tainty into the gland by applying it to thofe parts from | 
whence the ly mphatic velfels forming the gland take 1 
their ‘origin. | 

‘But sith up a inercurial SPatteh fepiiede upon the. 
ee feems ‘to do harm, by the heat and irritation | 
which it‘excites} Iam of" opinion that a {mall porti-. } 
on of the ointment which we employ fhould be rub- | 
bed uponit, Although none of it fhould by this route "| 
pafs direcily into .the fubftance of the gland, ftill it | 
will go into the fyftem, ‘and the difcuflion of the | 
tumours is‘in many inftancés oth eas eas Gass by 
gentle friftion applied to it. 

In our application of mercury for the purpofe of | 
malkinoit pafs through a particular gland it is evident 
that a knowledge of the courfe of the lymphatic veffels is a_ 
matter of importance; but we cannot always apply it, as _ 
we have already ‘obferved, to thofe parts from which the | 
gredteft number: of lymphatics of the contiguous ‘glands 
originate. “Thus in women, where the bubo is fometimes 
feated within an inch or fo of the feat’ of infection, which 
is the cafe where the glands upon the round ligaments be- 
come obftructed, as the lymphatics Heed thefe glands .. 
arife ‘perhaps chiefly from the terider fkin of the labia pu- © 
pendi, we cannot with propriety apply the ointment to” 
thefe parts ; $ nor can we in moit inffances in the treatment 
of bubdés in men take the advantages of thofe lymphatics 
which*originate in ‘the’ Sed apa in the internal furface | 
ofthe preptice or {cfotum} at Jeaft wherever I have at- 
tempted to do fo, however gent ly the friclion was ‘applied, 
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' fo much irritation was indticed by it that there was an evi- 
| dent neceflity for defifting: In the ferotum it is very apt 
_ to excite a fretful itchy eruption, and a confiderable degree 
| of uneafinéts: In all thefe fituations, therefore; we mutt » 
| apply the ointment to the more firm fkin of the contiguous 
parts. 
_ When the full quantity of mercury to be employed can 
| be rubbed upon the Jeg and thigh of that fide in which a 
| bubo is feated, it ought certainly to be done, but the cure 
of the difeafe often requires a greater quantity of the oint- 
| ment than can be ufed in this manner. In fuch cafes we 
| commonly apply it to the other thigh, but it may with equal 
| fafety and advantage be rubbed upon the arms or any part 
| of the body. 
_.. From what has been faid, it will appear that we depend 
| chiefly upon a proper application of- niercury for the dif- 
| cuffion of buboes; but we ought by no means to truft en- 
| tirely to this. When the patient is plethoric he fhould 
| immediately lofe blood, in quantity proportioned to his 
) ftrength, and-bis bowels fhould be opened by a brifk pur- 
| gative. It proves fometimes ferviceable to repeat the pur- 
gative once and again: Cold faturnine poultices fhould be 
| applied to the tumour: The patient fhould be kept at per- 
fect refit: His diet fhould be moderate ; and where much ~ 
irritation prevails opiates {hould be given in fuch dofes as 
are futhcient for removing it. I think it right indeed to 
obferve, that in the treatment of buboes much advantage 
may be derived from the ufe of opiates, and that mercury 
will often fail if we do not at the fame time leffen or re- 
move the irritation and pain, for which nothing an{fwers 
with fuch certainty as the internaYufe of opiates combined 
with a frequent renewal of cold faturnine applications. In 
| fome inftances Ib have made trial of local blood-letting by 
} means of leeches for the difcuflion of venereal buboes, and 
in fome cafés with advantage. In others, however, it has 
not proved fo ferviceable,as this remedy commonly does 
} in fwellings of thefe parts that proceed entirely from in- 
f flammation. On the contrary, the irritation excited by. 
} the bites of thefe animals has in fome appeared to de 
§ harm. 
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By a proper application of the remedies that have Hecate : 
enumerated. we endeavour to carry off.any inflammation — 
that may have taken place in the tumour, while by a due 
continuation of mercury we fecure the fafety of the confti- 
tution, ‘The length of time to which a courfe of mercury, 
fhould extend for this purpofe can only be afcertained by 
_ the efie¢ts which refult from it. It ought always, however, — 
“to be continued till the fwelled gland is nearly reduced to © 
its natural fize; and when chancres take place aleng with © 
it, the mercury cannot with fafety be laid afide till the fores — 
have been cicatrifed for two. or three weeks. Butin at- © 
tending to the difcufiion of the tumour we have no reafon 
in any cafe to expect that it will be reduced altogether to 
its ufual fize; for lymphatic glands when {welled from this _ 
caufe commonly remain fora great length of time, and in » 
fome inflances during the life of the patient, fomewhat 
more full and prominent than they were before. . All we 
have to expect therefore is, that they fhould fall nearly to 
their natural,fize, and be entirely free of pain. This be- 
ing accompliihed, if no chancres or other fymptoms of the * 
difeafe exill, andif the full effe4 of the mercury has been — 
kept up, it may, with fafety be left off at the end of a tart | 
night. 

In buboes altogether venereal we commonly fucceed in 
retuoving them by difcuffion, where the patient applies in 
due time and gives that attention which he ought to do to 
the application of the remedies; but in various inftances — 
we fail, and Hot a oeeaibe all our endeavours, the tu-— 
mour proceeds to fuppuration.  ‘I’his may take place from _ 

various caules, but it happens chiefly from patients delay- 

ing too lougto afk for affiflance ; from their improper man-_ 
ner of living, and being allowed to walk about when they 

onght tebe confined; from their not applying the mercu-_ 

ry with that care and attention which it requires ; and in- 
many initances from the patient being of a {crophulous : 
contlitution ; by which, although the fyphilitic virus may 
be removed or deit toyed by the mercury, {till it is not fuf-_ 
ficient for the purpofe of carrying off that tendency to the — 
formation of matter in the gland which the virus has pro- 
duced. 
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‘As foon as a bubo fhews anv tendency to fuppurate, ‘it 
is the practice with many to endeavour to promote the 
formation of matter as {peedily as poffible; but I have not 
found that there is any good reafon for this. By ftill pro- 
ceeding with an attentive application of mercury, and with 
the ufe of cold applications, we frequently fucceed in the 
difcuffions of thefe tumours after they have arrived at a 
‘confiderabie bulk, and in fome inftances even after fome 
partial fuppuration has taken place. Neither does any 
harm occur from the practice when it does not fucceed; 
‘for although complete fuppuration fhould afterwards take 
place, we do not perceive that the procefs is retarded by 
the mercury having been continued, while the fores which 
enfue heal more kindly than they ufually do where the 
_ mercury has been previoufly laid afide. By fome we are 
told, that the ufe of mercury, during the formation of 
‘buboes, ought never to be advifed; but although I have 
paid much attention tothe fubject I have never perceived 
that in any inftance it has done harm, while, befides other 
- advantages, it faves a good deal of time which otherwife 
would. be loft. Even where the formaticn of matter has 


‘taken place toa confiderable extent, and where it is there-— 


‘fore proper to promote the complete fuppuration of the 
tumour by the frequent renewal of warm emollient poul- 
tices and fomentations, {till there is no neceflity for detift- 


‘ing from the ufe of mercury, which ought to be continued - 


without interruptron till a fufficient quantity is employed 
for the fafety of the conftitution. It does not prevent the 
‘fuppuration from going forward; and the fores which en- 
fue from the difcharge of the matter heal more readily, as 
~we have already obferved, when no interruption has been 
given to the exhibition of mercury. uae 
- When buboes have come to a ftate of fuppuration it isa 
queftion with fome whether they {hould be opened or not, 
for many have obferved that they frequently heal eafily 
when they are allowed to burft, by which the pain and ter- 
ror of the operation is avoided... The refult of my obfer- 
“yation has been, that when bubces do not arrive at any 
great fize we fhould. proceed with the ufe of mercury till 
they burit of themfelves, unlefs where the teguments are 
cunufually thick; but when the fubftance of the gland is 
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entirely {uppurated, as the matter, if thickly covered, woul 
_ be a long while in getting out, and as it might in the mean 
time infinuate among the furrounding parts, in order to- 
prevent the inconveniencies which this would induce, we 
ought certainly to make an opening into it; and in all — 
cafes of large buboes we {hould not, hefitate in adviting | 
them to be opened. 


Our object in opening buboes fhould be nearly the fame 
as in other purulent collections. Such an opening {hould © 


be made as will afford a free vent to the matter, but there 


4 


is no neceffity for making it larger. . In very large bukoes, 


indeed, the teguments are apt to be fo loole and flabby, and 
the texture of the fkin fo much deftroyed, that the cure | 
would be rendered tedious was the {kin allowed to remain. 
‘In fuch cafes I fometimes difcharge the matter with canf- 


) 


tic, applied in fuch a manneras to deftroy any part of the © 


teguments that appear to be fuperabundant. ‘Lhis, how- 
ever, is not often neceflary ; and for the moft part I have 
found that an opening made from the centre of the tu- 


mour, where the matter commonly points dewn tothe - 


‘mott depending part of it, is perfectly fufficient.. Even a 
{maller. opening than this would often anfwer ; but itis 
better to make it of a fufficient fize at once than to be oblig- 
ed to repeat a very painful operation perhaps ence and a- 
gain, as 1s often. neceflary where buboes of a large fize are 
opened with {mall incifions. I need fcarcely obferve that 
the opening fhould in every inflance be continued dewn 
tothe mott depending point of the collection. From want 
of fufficient attention to this we meet with daily inflances 


of the maiter pein allowed to colle@, and in this manner 


to find accefs to the contiguous parts, by whicha great deal 
of diftrefs is induced, which, with due care at firit, ue 
_eafily have been prevented. wi 

_ This I may obferve is a point of the firft i importange in 


the treatment of buboes, but it does not ofien meet with 


that attention which it merits. . Patients under mercury 
being for the moft part highly irritable, they feldom fub- 
mit eafily to have buboes properly opened ; {6 that although 

he lancet may be entered at the moft prominent part ‘of 
bie tumour, which it ought always to be, the practitioner, 
if not firm and refolute, is often preven nted from carrying 
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it to the moft depending part of it, by which fome {pace is 
left for the lodgement of matier ; and however {mall this 
| at firft may be, it feldom fails of becoming more extenfive. 
| This again gives rife to a great extent of ulcer, or to the 
| formation of finutes, which very conttantly prove the fource 
| of much pain to the patient, and of diltrefs and embarraff- 
| ment to the furgeon. . 

| When finufes in this fituation is fuperficial, and run lit- 
| tle deeper than the fkin, they are ealily managed. Norifk 
| is incurred in laying them open, by which, if the conftitu- 
| tion is healthy, a cure will be obtained on a fufficient quan- 
tity of mercury being given ; but they fometimes run deep, 
| and pafs fo near to the large blood-vellels of thefe parts, 
| that no attempt of this kind can with fafety be made. In 
| fuch circumitances ail that art can in general do is to pre- 
‘ferve the external opening of the finutes {ufficiently large, 
and by regular and equal preffure at the difierent dieflings, 
to preveni as much as poilible the matter from Icdging. 
| In fome inftances I have derived advantage from inferting, | 
} from time to time, a piece of cauftic to the bottom of a 
} deep finus, and applying it gently over the whole internal 
| furface of the fore. In oihers, the infertion of a {mall por- 
| tion of ointment impregnated with red. precipitate has 
| proved ufeful.. By removing the floughs with which the 
| furface of thefe finufes are comimoniy covered, they thus 
} excite a difpofition over the whole to granulate and- unite. 
‘hen buboes come forward to full maturation without 
much injury being done to the fkin, I have in different 
| inftances, difcharged the matter by the intrcduction of a 
| {mall cord or feton, and the practice has fucceeded. ‘Uhis 
| requires, however, the teguments to be firmer than they 
| commonly: are when a bubo is ready to be opened. 

| » It is univerfally admitted that it 1s of much importance 
| to prevent the air from finding acceis to jores ; and as we 
fometimes cbierve buboes ooze out the matter which they 
contain by a number of {mali openings, and as theie open- 
ings commonly heal eafily, | conciude that they do fo 
| from their being i fmall as to exclude the air entirely. 
In different inflances I have attempted to imitate nature, 
by making a number of {mall punctures with the point of 
| a lancet over the whole extent of thé bubo, and for the 
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-moft part with fuccefs. The matter in this manner comes | ; 
flowly off; the fides of the abfcefs contra gradually ; and 
when completely emptied, we find the whole parts” that 
have been affected fufhciently firm without any fores or 
finufes remaining. | 
When the patient has taken a autaerean quantity af mer=— 
‘Cury, if the conftitution in other refpects is found, the fore | 
in moft inflanees heals eafily, merely by drefling with com-_ 
mon cerate, and by that attention to cleanlinefs which in — 
the treatment of fores of every defcription is neceflary. It 
often happens however that the cure of thefe fores proves ’ 
tedious, notwithftanding all the attention that we can give | 
to them. ' Their edges become hard, livid, and often re- | 
_ torted ; the matter thin, fharp, and foetid; and inttead of 
healing, the ulceration gradually extends, or, if it heals in- 
fome parts it breaks out in others, giving a honey-comb ap- | 
pearance to all the contiguous parts. In fome inflances 
the tendency to this depafcent kind of fore is fo great — 
that it foon fpreads over all the under part of the- 
abdomen, and upper parts of the thigh; in fome ca- 
fes by the matter being fo acrid as to corrode and de-| 
{troy all the contiguous parts with which it comes in | 
contact, and in others by {preading beneath the fkin, | 
and burfting out from time to time in a var bety of | 
{mall ulcers, | 1 dh 4 
The fituation of patients with Rives of this aie’ 
tion is often very deplorable, ‘Phe pain with which. 
they are attended is commonly fevere ; the acrid mat- | 
ter which they afford being abforbed, “heétic fever is | 
thereby induced ; the patient becomes hot and reft- 
lefs through the night ; ; and almoft a total want of) 
appetite renders them foon much emaciated. { 
In fuch circumftances cicuta has fometimes eidied 
ufeful ; and in different inftances the fores have been) 
healed by it when no advantage was derived from a-y 
ony kind of ointment. In thefe cafes it was eppiedt in) 
the form of poultices, commonly by mixit.g the Juice, : 
of the freth heey with emollient cataplatins, ‘I have’ 
alfoobferved that the recent expyeted juice has, for 
internal ufe, preved more effectual than any Sthe 4 
form of it. I have employed hyoeyamus and ee 
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| ‘dona fully, but feldom with any material advantage. 
| Neither have Lin thefe cafes obferved any obvious be- 
| nefit from farfaparilla ; ; but in different inftances me- 
| zereon, guiacum, and farfaparilla combined have pro- 
| ved ufeful, when exhibited in the manner I have al- 
| ready, Suenitioned, 
The moft cifectual courfe, ib which I have 
| employed, is the application of cauftic round ald the 
| edges and -hardened parts of the fores , conjoined with 
| the internal ufe of opium. Fora conade: able time i 
| trufted entirely to dreflings of the emollient kind, be- 
ing afraid of irritating parts already highly fenfible. 
| In fome cafes a faturnine ointment has proved fuccefs+ 
| ful, andin others the common calamine cerate has an- 
| fwered ; but in moft inftances, on thofe days in which 
| cauttic, a not applied I have found more advantage 
| from drefling with ointments prepared with a confi- 
| Sdbpable proportion of calomel, red precipitate, or ver- 
| digris*. In fome cafes it is neceffary to {prinkle thefe. 
| articles over the fores in the form of powder, but for 
the moft part they are fufficiently powerful when 
| mixed with ointments.. Inftead of exciting pain, as 
| thofe not accuftomed to ufe them are apt to fufped, 
| shoycomnionly remove it ; and they feldom fail to al- 
| ter the difcharge from a thin acrid fanies, to a well 
| signee puss!) ¥ 
| wea jhe application bh lunar Meaiitic thdeed dah ex- 
cites pain at firft, but this foon fubfides, efpecially 
‘when the internal exhibition of opium is advifed a- 
long with it. Indeed opium of itfelf proves often ufe- 
| ful in‘fores of this defcription, not by ating, as fome _ 
| have imagined, as an antifyphilitic remedy but by re- 
| moving, as | have already had occafion to obferve,that 
| pain and irritation with which fores difcharging a- 
crid matter are ufually accompanied. By removing 
| this ftate of irritability it-deftreys: the pa in 
the veffels of the fore to form that kind of matter, 
| which, by its own acrimony, ferves to perpetuate the 
| ulceration 5 ; and this being nocd seed , when no- 


_* Vide Appendix, Nos. 26, 27,28. 
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other interrtiption takes place, nature alone vehi. 


fails to complete the cure. 


In fome inftances L have known fores in this fitua= — 


tion which refifted every other remedy foon healed 
by being fumigated from time to time with cinnabar : 


In others warm falt-water bathing, and afterward the © 
ordinary form of fea-bathing has proved ufeful ; while | 


in fome a cure has not been obtained but ayers an en- 


tire change of regimen, Where the patient has pre- © 
vioufly lived upon milk and vegetables a moderate al-_ 
lowance of wine and animal food has proved fervice-— 
able, while thofe. who have prévionfly been acenitom- — 


edto full living have derived much advantage from 
a diet confifting altogether of vegetables and milk. In 
ail fuch cafes country air proves particularly ufeful, 

Where mercurial ftimigations are employed for the cure 
of thefe fores ny fhiduld be conveyed to the parts affected 
by metallic tubes, aud kept applied to them for the fpace 


of twenty-five minutes or half an hour at once, and this - 
fhould be repeated every fecond or third day,’ for fix or 


eight times. 


For fome time paft I have been making trial of the mu-_ 


tiated barytes, a remedy lately brought into notice by the 
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ingenious Dr. Crawford of London.* ‘lhefe trials have — 


been chiefly confined to fores and tumours produced by — 
{crophula, but I have alfo made ufe of it in fome of thofe 


fpreading ulcers which we are now confidering, after there 


was no caufe to doubt of the fyphilitic virus being eradi- 


cated, and) in fome inftances I think with advantage. I 
have not as yet, . however, given it in a fufficient number — 


of cafes to be able to fpeak of it with precifion. 


Befides this {tate of bubo there is another which in fome 


inftances proves very diftrefsful, in which the tumour, af- 


ter arriving at a confiderable bulk, remains nearly flation-— 


ary, and fhews no tendency either to fuppurate or diffolve, 
notwithitanding of all the remedies we may employ. 


For the moft part this indolent {tate of bubo depends up- 
on the patient being of a {crophulous conftitution ; but ~ 


whatever may be the caufe, our firft object throwld bet to 


* Vide Appendix, No. 32. 
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employ that quantity of mercury which may appear to be 
' neceifary for rendering the fyftem fafe. | 
~ Unétion affords here likewife the beft form of ufing mer- 
cury; by making it pafs through the difeafed parts difcuf- 
fion of the tumour is more readily accomplifhed than when 
the medicine is given by the mouth. Even this, however, 
will in fome inftances be continued without any advantage 
for a great length of time. In fuch circumftances I have 
in Various cafes advifed blifters to be repeatedly applied 
j over the tumours. They never do harm, and in fome cafes 
| they have, proved evidently ufeful. In. others electricity: 
has proved ferviceable, but it is necetlary to continue it 
for feveral weeks. in ordér to judgé of its influence; and 
it ought to be continued longer at each time of applying 
f it than is ufually done: In fourtafes of indolent tumours 
f where electricity proved fuccefsful, and two of thefe were 
| Of the kind we are now confidering, no advantage was de- 
§ rived from the common way of ufing it: In all of thefe it 
| was applied for the {pace of half an hour at ohce ; this was 
}} repeated three times a-day, and at each application {parks 
were not only taken from the furtace of the tumours, bat 
| gentle {hocks were paffed through them. For the firft two 
f or three weeks fcarcely any aiteration was perceived in any 
I of them, but they all decreafed fuddenly at laft: One of 
}} them of confiderable fize; which had been of eight months 
} duration, and in fome parts of which matter {eemed to have 
formed, was reduced to the fourth part of its bulk: in the 
courfe of a few days from the period at which it began to 
{ diminifh: In this ftate of thefe tumours a long continued 
} ufe of cicuta proves fometimes ferviceable; and I have 
| feen evident advantages from fea-bathing, and from drink- 
§ ing as much falt water daily as the patient can bear with- 
§ out being much purged. 
_ Before entering upon the ufe of cold bathing I have in 
§ fome cafes advifed warm fait water to be poured upon the 
§ {welling morning and evening, for the {pace of two or three 
§ weeks, and for the moft part st has appeared to prove ufe- 

ful. pA 
) Inthe courfe of time buboes in this flate fometimes be- 
§ come foft, and fhewa tendency to fuppurate, although they 
may not have done fo before. It is here that I have ob« 
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ferved the warm gum plafters prove moft vfeful. By fli- - 


mulating the veilels of the difeafed parts they feem to ex- 


cite that kind of effufion which readily proceeds to a fiate - 


of purulency. 

But the moft alarming circumftance to patients with tu- 
mours in this indoient ftate, is, a fufpicion which they are 
apt to entertain that they may fome time or other end in 
cancer. | This is, however, fo rare an occurrence, that it 


fhould fcarcely give any caufe of alarm. ‘The phagadenic — 


fores which occafionally fucceed to buboes, and of which 


we have already taken notice, fometimes put on a.cancer- — 


ous, appearance, but the reai fchirrus which terminates in 


cancer is rarely if ever the confequence of a venereal bubo. 
In different inftances I have been confulted for indolent 


tumours in thefe parts on fufpicicion of their being can- 


cerous, but I conclude that they are feldom or never of © 


this nature, from all of them having done well where the. 
patients have been pe erfuaded not to meddie with them. 


——— 


They often indeed remain confiderably enlarged for agreat — 
length of time; but when they do not ulcerate no danger — 


is to be dreaded. Wherever parts in this fituation, how- | 
ever, become cancerous, they ougnt to be extirpated while © 


they remain ina moveable fate. 


$923 OF the Cure of Venereal Ulcers. 


In the two.preceding fections we have treated of the cure 


of chancres, and of thofe ulcers which fucceed to buboes, 


both of which, but particularly the firft, may be confider- 
ed as primary fymptoms of the difeafe, as they may take 
place without the fyitem being in any degree injured. At 
pretent we have to confider the treatment of thofe ulcers 


which originate from the fyphilitic virus having entered 
the conftitution, and of which a defcription has been given. 
in the fecond fection of this chapter, page 34. 


Inthe management of thefe ulcers our ehief dependence i 


iS upon a well- regulated courfe of mercury; and I believe, 


that in general it is the beft practice to truft in the firft in- 


ftance to mercury alone, and not to haften the healing of. 
the fores by any other means than the application of mild © 


dreffings and due attention to cleanlinefs. Under this treat-_ 


» 
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ment we reft affured that the cure is altogether accomplifh- 
ed by the deitruction of the virus, which muff always tea 
more doubtful queition where cauitic remedies have been 
employed. 
_ ‘There are fome exceptions, however, to this, and I con- 
fider it as of much imporiance in practice thai they be kept 
in view. Venereal joie’ may be {o fituated, and in fuch 
a itace that their farther progrefs may be attended with the 
los oi: parts materiaily necetlary for life, or for the future 
com ort of the patent, as is the cafe with ulcers that have 
airealy penetraied deep in the throat, mouth, nofe, lips, 
or ‘ace. | [nai thefe {iuations, particularly in the throat, 
nofe, anl lips, they ufualiy proceed with more rapidity 
thai in ocher parts of the body, fo that by trufting to the 
in.ernai ule of mercury aione fuch a deitruction of parts 
often taxes piace as proves afterwards highly diftrefsful. 
On this account the cure ought to be haftened as much as 
poilivie by the ufe of fuch dreflings as we find from expe- 
rience prove mofl effectual ; and no harm can enfue from 
this being conjoined with whatever quantity of mercury 
may be required. : 
In ail fo.es truly venereal, wherever they may be fituat- 
‘ed, the parts are moit {peedily brought toa healing condi- 
| tion bya free application of cauftic, but the practice has 
feldom, I betieve, been confidered as applicable to ulcers 
in the mouth, throat, or imternai parts of the nofe. For 
many years pait, however, I have been in the practice of 
ufing cauftic as weil as other efcharrotics in the cure of 
thefe ulcers with the greateit freedom. No danger has 
ever enfued from it; and in various initances it has con- 
tributed to fave the uvula and other parts of the throat, 
which otherwife were in great danger of being deftroyed. 
Caultic fixed in a tube fix or feven inches in length may 
be eafily conveyed to any part of the mouth or throat, and 
the tude anfwers the pirpofe whether it be curved or 
ftraight. Cauftic excites lefs pain in thefe parts than it 
ufually does in other parts of the body, and it feldom fails 
to remove the irritation which accompanies theie ul- 
cers, and in this manner to difpote them to heal. One 
application feldom provesfufficient, ‘Till the mercu- 
ry has completely entered the fyftem, it requires to 
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“be repeated once and again, perhaps every fecond or — 


third day, and in the intermediate days I caufe the 
parts to be touched occafionally either with a weak 
folution of corrofive fublimate or with a {trong im- 
pregnation of honey with mercury, which in all iores 
of this defcription is a very ufeful application,* 

In the deicription which I have given of the vene- 
real fore throat, page 30 of this volunies J have en- 
deavoured to point out marks of diftinétion between 
it and affections of the throat, the confequences of 
other caufes, and particularly’ thofe by. which it may 
be diftinguithed from ulcerations of the mouth and 
throat which mercury isapt to induce, Among other 
means of diftinétion may be mentioned the different 
elfects produced upon them by cauftic. In the true 
venereal ulcer, after the firft irritation which it ex- 
cites is over, a good deal of relief is obtained from it, 

and the parts foon affume a clean healing appearance ; 


whereas, in fores induced by mercury the application : 
of cauftic not only gives very intenfe pain at firft, but — 


this is apt to continue for a confiderable time, while 
the fores retain nearly the fame appearances, however 
frequently the remedy may be repeated. 

In the nofe and outer parts of the lips, thefe ulcers 
befides being touched with ¢auftic, may be dreffed 


with ointments impregnated with calomel, red preci- | 


pitate, and eyen with verdigris ; but thefe remedies 


are inadmiflible to the throat and infide of the mouth ~ 
from the danger that would enfue from their palling 


into the ftomach. 
Even in venereal ulcers of other parts of the body 


we are often obliged at laft to employ remedies of this — 


clafs. For the moft part they become clean foon after 
mercury is taken in fufficient quantity for rendering - 
the mouth fore, and they frequently heal, merely by 


continuing the courfe of mercury for a fufficient length 
oftime. But this does not always happen ; for al- 
though the fores may become clean, and even con-+ 
tract, they are very apt to hecome ftationary at laft ; 
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and do not fhow any difpofition to heal, however long 
the mercury may be continued, When we perceive 
| this to be the cafe, the mild dreflings which we em: 
' aehin at firit fhould be laid afide, ‘Lhe parts fhould 
be completely touched with lunar cauftic every fecond 
| or third day, and at other times dreffed with calomel, 
or red precipitate ointment. In fome cafes we fucceed | 
| by bathing with a weak {olution of corrolive fubli- 
| mate, or verdigris; but the ointments for the moft 
| part prove more effectual. 
- By thus connecting a regular attention to the ex- 
ternal management of the fores, with a due perfeve- 
| rance’in the ufe of mercury, we very commonly prove 
| fuccefsful at laft; but even:this does not always an- 
-fwer. In fome inftances, the ulcers inftead of becom- 
ing clean and putting on a healing appearance, remain 
| foul and equally extenfive as at firft. 
| Infuch circumftances we fometimes fucceed by chan- 
| ging the preparation of mercury, and in others by 
making fome variety in the dreflings applied to the 
| fores. We fhould nat, therefore, reft fatisfied with 
} one mode pf treatment, but where no.ad vantage is ob- 
|.tained from the fecond or third variation of the reme- 
| dies, particularly if the cauftic has been fufhiciently 
| powerful, and the mouth kept for a due length of time 
-completely fore with the mercury, we may in that 
cafe be affured cither that fome other difeafe prevails 
} in the fy{tem or that the fores are rendered obftinate 
by an affection of the contiguous parts. 
| Scrophula and fcurvy are the difeafes of the wonfee 
| tution by which the cure of thefe fores is moft apt to 
) be obftrué&ed. Venereal ulcers will no doubt heal in 
| fcrophulous conftitutions, Of this we have daily in- 
ftances ; but it is equally certain that the contrary of- 
ten happens) and with {uch certainty does feurvy ob- 
ftruct the operation of mercury that a cure can {carce- 
ly be obtained as we have already obferved, of any 
of the more inveterate {fymptoms of fy philis while 
| the fcorbutic diathefis exift in any _confiderable de- 
gree. Where either of thefe difeafes is therefore found 
to be the caufe of our failure, thofe remedies muft be 
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employed which prove moft fuccefsful in removing © 
them, but having already in different parts-of this 
work had occafion to {peak particularly upon this fub- 
ject, it will not here be neceflary to confider it far~ 
ther. 

The local affection which occurs as the moft fre- _ 
quent impediment to the cure of thefe fores, is a dif- 
eafed ftate of the bones above which they are feated, 
or of the membranes covering thefe bones. In either 
of thefe cafes, although the virus of the difeafe may 
be eradicated by a courfe of mercury, ftill the fores | 
will continue foul, nor will they fhow any tendency | 
to heal, however long the mercury may be contiaued, 
Ulcers of this defcription being frequently connected 
with this difeafed ftate of the parts beneath are often 
the caufe of more mercury being employed than 
would otherwife be judged neceffary, for we are too 
apt to fuppofe that all fuch fores as were at firft pro- 
duced by Lues Venerea are to be cured by mercury — 
alone ; an ¢rror that has been the caufe of much mer-~ 
cury being very unneceffarily given, | 

Whether the bone, or only the periofteum be at_ 
firft affected, our practice muft be nearly the fame; for 
in fuch circumftances, where the perioftenm ‘is fo. 
much difeafed as to tel the effects of a full courfe of | 
mercury, there muft ultimately be a partial exfolia-_ 
tion of the bone beneath, before a permanent cure will | 
take place. The foft unhealthy granulations with 
which fores in this ftate are apt to be covered mult be 
deftroyed with proper e{charrotics, and the exfolia- 
tion of the bone muft be promoted ‘by all tuch means - 
as ufually prove molt effectual for that purpofe, and 
for which books on furgery may be confulted. I may 
here fhortly obferve, that the beft efcharrotic I have 
employed for the deftruction of thefe fungous excref- 
cences which fprout upon the furface of the difeafed | 
bones is a combination of red precipitate and calcined” 
allum, which proves much more powerful than either 
of thefe articles when ufed feparately, and more ef- 
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fectual even than cauftic in the ufual way of apply- 

ing tt; | | | 
On the difeafed parts of the bone being removed a 
cure will foon take place if a fufficient quantity of mer- 
cury has been given; otherwife the fore will affume 
the ufual appearances of a venereal ulcer, and will not 
heal till another courfe of mercury is advifed. 
With refped& to the quantity of mercury to be giv- 

en for the cure of venereal ulcers, this muft at all 

times be regulated by the effects which refult from 
it, and thefe again willin a great meafure depend up- 
_ on the duration of the difeafe. Whenthe difeafe has 
| been of fhort continuance, and the fores heal eafily 
without the affiftance ofexternal applications,the mer- 
| cury, if given in full quantity, need never be conti- 
| nued above three weeks after they are cicatrifed ; but 
we fhould proceed with it for the {pace of a month » 
. where the fyftem has cither been long infected, or 
| where we have judged it neceflary to heal the fores 
quickly by the application of cauftic or efcharrotics. 
| Thus, in an ulcerin the throat, which we might fup- 
| pofe would require the patient to be under mercury 
| for the fpace of a fortnight, merely in order to cica- 
| trife it, and for another fortnight, that is, for the 
| {pace of a month in all, in order torender his contti- 
| tution fafe, if by the application of cauftic the ulcer 
| fhall be cicatrifed in a week, the mercury fhould be 
| perfifted in for a month thereafter, or for five weeks 
in all, : 
| By fome it has been doubted whether it is neceflary to 
| perfevere in the ufe of mercury after the fymptoms for 
| which it is given are removed ; but thefe doubts have only 
been fuggetted by thofe, who, from want of fufhcient expe- 
| Fience are not capable of judging, or by others who in the 
| fupport of a theory which they have adopted, allow their 
| Judgments to be fo far perverted that they lofe fight of eve- 
ty fact and argument that militates againft it. ‘here is no- 
thing more certain than that venereal ulcers, as well as 
‘ every other fymptom of the difeafe, may be completely: 


* A prefeription is given for this article No. 44, Appendix te Vol. B. 
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removed by mercury, and yet that the difeafe ae return 
in the fame or fome other form, if we do not perfitt i in the 
ufe of mercury for fome time thereafter ; that is, the dif- 
eafe itfelf may be cured while the difpofit.on remains. 
All the fymptoms may be carried off entirely, and yet the 
virus fubfift in fuch force that they will at fome future pe- 
tiod break out again. The iength of time to which the ufe 
of mercury fhould be protracted for removing es difpofi- 
tion it is not always eafy to afcertain. In this and fome 
of the preceding fections I have mentioned the refult of my 
own experience upon this point, but this can only be done 
in generai terms, and the quantity of mercury to be given 
in any particular cafe muft in a great meafure be regulat- 
ony. the judgment of the practitioner in attendance. 
owards the clofe of a mercurial courfe employed for 

the cure of venereal ulcers of long duration, decoctions of 
farfaparilia, mezereon, and guiacum are fometimes given 
with ady antage: ‘The latter I have already mentioned as 
the moft effectual of thefe, but in fome inflances a combi- 

nation of the whole has appeared to prove more powerful 
than any one of them ufed feparately. Many alledge that 
no advantage is derived from any of thefe ; but although I 
was once of this opinion I am now perfectly convinced 
that ulcers of this defcription frequently heal more eafily 
when a mercurial courfe is conjoined with a decoction 
fuch as I have mentioned, than when the mercury is os: 
entirely by itfelf. 

In thefe ulcers, when much irfitation prevails, épium 
proves particularly ufeful. I have in various imftances, 
indeed, found that all other remedies are of no avail tilk | 
this irritability of the patts is removed. In fome cafes | 
this may be done with hyocyamus. ‘I’hrée or four grains | 
of the extract given at bed time very commonly acts as an 
anodyne, and I conclude that cicuta, when it proves rdeful & 
here, ats alfo in this manner; but when the irritation is’ 
confiderable opium is the only remedy upon which we can | 
depend. It ought therefore in all cafes to be given where 
the fores do not foon become perfectly eafy on the mercu- 
ty taking full effect, and which they commonly do when 
they are altogether venereal. | 
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Poanun § Ai Of the Cure of Venereal Blotches, 


_ A-defcription of this fymptom is given ih Setion II. of 
this Chapter, p. 41. 7p a Say 
_. Almoft the only remedy employed for the cure of vene- 
real blotches is mercury, and when the courfe is well con- 
ducted it feldom fails: We never find it neceflary to have 
Tecourfe to external applications unlefs the eruptions be- 
come hot and uneafy, in which cafe relief is fometimes ob- 
tained from dufting the parts with flour or ftarch powder, 
| as is done in cafes of eryfipelas. : 
_ Where the ufual method of exhibiting mercury has fail- 
| €d in the cure of thefe eruptions, corrofive fublimate has 
: ‘appeared to prove ufeful ; but asthe medicine in this form 
| €annot:be given in large quantitiés, it requires to be con- 
tinued for a great length of time: It fhould be regularly 
| given for at leaft fix weeks after the blotches have difap- 
_ peared ; and it feems to operate with moft certainty when 
_ conjoined with the decoétion which I have juit had occa- 
fion to mention. The Lifbon diet-drink is faid to have 
proved particularly ufeful in the cure of this fymptom.* 
Antimonials, from their well known property of exciting a 
determination to the fkin, are frequently combitied with 
mercury in the cure of venereal blotches. Upon this 
principle I conceive to be formed many of the quack re- 
medies generally employed in cutaneous affections ; and 
it is for the cure of this fymptom of fyphilis that Plum-. 
mer’s pill has been moft frequently ufed.T 
_» Crude antimony is, in cafes of this kind a favourite me- 
-dicine with fome practitioners, and when conjoined with 
_mercury I think I have obferved it prove ufeful. it may 
"be given either in powder or pills, to the extent of fifteen 
_or twenty grains three times a-day; and belides being giv- 
en along with the mercury, it may be continued with ad- 
“vantage for two or thtee weeks after the mercurial courfe 
» TSgeVer.. : $e | . 
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ce Of the Gure of Nodes, Swellings of the Perigfe 
um, ic. ey 


A I ENBHOR of thefe fwellings has already been sen 
in fection Il. page 52 ;-and it 1s of importance in the me- 
thod of cure to diftinguifh them accurately. | 

In all the affections to which the periofteum and bones 
are liable from the fyphilitic virus, mercury ought to be 
given immediately, for it is upon this remedy that we chief- 
ly depend. . Where the bones are much {welied, that is, 
where tumours truly offeous have arrived at any great buik, 
mercury aione will not prove fufhcient; for although it 
may defiroy the conftitutional infe@tion, thefe tumcurs will 

‘remain, but when given immediately vpon their firft ap- 
‘pearance, it will prevent their farther increate; and as 
they are always fmall at firft, although they may never dif- 
appear entirely no inconvenience will be experienced from 
their remaining in this ftate, even during the. life of the 
atient. 

The method of throwing mercury into the. fyftem by 
union is the bett adapted for this fymptom, as it is per- 
haps with a very few exceptions for the cure of every fymp- 
tom of the difeafe; but it dees not appear that any advan- 
tage is derived from rubbing the ointment upon the tu- 
mours. Onthe contrary, by tending to irritate and fret 
the fkin, it renders them more painful, fo that it anfwers 
_ better to apply it to other parts. 

As the bones feldom become affected till the difeate has 
been of long duration, it is perhaps for this reafon that 
more mercury is in general required for the cure of this 


fymptom than for any other fyphilitic affection. I believe, . 


however, that we are often deceived in this, and continue — 


to give mercury for the cure of the local affection long af- 
ter the virus by which it was produced is eradicated, and © 


for which purpofe alone it was preferibed. Next'to the | 
ftate of the fyftem, which we render fafe by a due continu- | 
ation of the mercurial courfe, the pain excited by the tu-) 
mour is the fymptom which chiefly requires attention. 
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‘When the mercury is employed immediately upon the 
- weiling taking piace the pain commoniy fubfides foon ; 
‘but if the tumour has previoutly arrived at any confidera- 
ble bulk, the pain which it excites is apt to be fevere, while 
it is not allayed or even le(fened by all the mercury we 
ean employ. Where the {kin has become inflamed and 
paintul, fome relief will be obtained from faturnine appli- 
cations; but as the pain depends chiefly on the ftretching 
of the periofteum by the tumour of the bone, whenever it 
becomes fevere nothing will prove effectual but the divifi- 
on of this membrane. No practitioner wouid lay a bone 
_ bare for a moderate degree of pain, whatever the caufe of 
it might be; but whenever the pain produced by nodes 
becomes diftrefsful, and is not allayed by a courfe of mer- 
eury, as I know of no other remedy that will give relief, J 
‘conclude that we are fully juitified in advifing an incifion, 
to be made compietely through the periofteum, along the 
whole courfe of the tumour. 

Where the bone is not fo much increafed in bulk, and 
not otherwife difeafed, if a fufficient quantity of mercury 
has been given for the deftruction of the virus, a cure may 
be obtained without any part of it exfoliating. Wath which 
view the mildeft dreffings only fhould be employed, while 
the fore is protected as etfectually as poffible from accels to 
the air. But, when the tumour of the bone is confidera- 
ble, and particularly wher caries has taken piace, as it would 
be vain to expecta cure but with the exfoliation of the dif- 
-eafed parts of the bone, fo all fuch means fhould be em- 
ployed for effecting this as are known to be mott powerful. 
Any of the foft parts covering the difeafed part of the bone 
fhould be removed with efcharrotics. Smail holes fhould — 
be drilled through the carious part of the bone, and the 
fore fhould be dreffed with precipitate or verdigris oint- 
ments, of fucha ftrength as to act gently as ftimulants up- 
on the contiguous parts. By due perfeverance in this mcde 
of treatment, and taking care at the fame time to fupport 
the ftrength of the patient with a nourihing diet, the dif- 
-eafed parts of the bone will at laft exfoliate, when the heal- 
‘ing of the fore not being impeded by any other caule, a 
cure will foon be obtained with common treatment. © 

‘The next variety of tumour taken notice of in the de- 
{cription which I have given of nodes, proceeds, as we have 
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had Benfica to fee, from the effufion of a thine fluid bes 
tween the periofteum and furface of the bone. This alfo. 
is apt to be accompanied with fevere pain; but asthe pain” 
is induced by the diftenfion of the periofteum, in confe- 
quence of a fluid being « collected beneath, and as this fluid 
is frequently abforbed on the mercury taking effect, we fel-. 
dom find it neceffary to lay this variety of tumour open, 

_Abforption of the matter is fometimes promoted by the ap- 
plication of a blifter to the part, or by rubbing it occafion- 
ally with ftimulants, fuch as volatile liniment or tin@ure of | 
cantharides. . But when the {welling has been of long du- | 
ration, as the furface of the bone is in this cafe Commonly | 
injured, as the abforption of the matter does not take place 
fo readily, and as the tumour at the end of the mercurial | 
courfe is commonly larger than before, an incifion the } 
whole length of the tumour fhould be made through the 
periofteum, and the wound drefled in the manner juft now | 
advifed. I think it right, however, to obferve, that the. 
opening of thefe tumours is very feldom neceflary ; and 
that it would in no inftance perhaps be fo if mercury was | 
given in fufficient quantity foon after their formation. 
Even where the quantity of effufed fluid is confiderable, 
the (welling for the moft part begins to leffen foon after | 
the mercury has fully entered the fyftem; and if the effect 
of the medicine is kept up for a fufficient lerigth: of ume 
we feldom fail in removing it entirely. 

In thofe diffufed fwellings upon the bones hic I bad 
taken notice of in the defeription as a fymptom of fyphilis, 
and which alfo have improperly been termed nodes, mer= 
cury, when properly given, feldom fails to effeét a cure; 
but it requires to be given in as large quantities as the pa-. 
tient can bear, and to be continued for aconfiderable time, — 
commonly for nine or ten weeks. ‘Lhe pain indeed foon 
fubfides upon the mercury taking full effect; but when the — 
{welling has been of long continuance, as often happens’ 
before mercury is given, fromthe difeafe being at firlt apt 
to be miftaken for rheumatifm, in order to remove it the 
mercury mult be employed for feveral weeks after the pain 
has ceafed. In the treatment of this fymptom blitters 
prove particularly ufeful, and they fhould be applied along, 
the whole courfe of the {welling. 
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' Where the ligaments, tendons, and fafcie of mufcles, 
| bade fwelled, as fometimes happens from the matter of 
| venereal ulcers fpreading to thofe parts from the fkin and 
| cellular fubftance where they originate, we depend entire- 
}ly upon a courfe of mercury, with proper attention to the 
| external treatment of the ulcers in the manner we aha al- 


| cy sabtage out. 










| . : OF the Cure of ones precbipetnbes about the 
Ae ae, : Anus. 

In fection fecond of this chapter, a very particular 
}defcription has been given of thefe excrefcences. — 
A full mercurial courfe is the remedy for thefe ex- 
| crefcences, under which they gradually leffen, and at 
Jatt very commonly difappear altogether ; but where 
we are difappointed in this, we mutt ufe the fame ap- 
plications recommended for the removal of the warty 
ec rcicences which fucceed to Gonorrhea.* 


‘can accrue from mercury being longer continued, 

while we feldom fail with a proper application of ef. 
| Where the furface of thefe excrefcences becomes 
| ulcerated, and yields matter, faturnine_lotions and 
| other aftringents fhould be employed to heal them ; 
| for as the matter which they afford appears to be veé- 
| nereal, and of which we judge from the real venereal 
/bubo being in women fometimes produced by it, the 
| longer that this fecretion is allowed to continue the 


| courte towards the heart being obftruéted, 


ie 


a 


nas J 


i s ae Of the Subs of the Venereal Swelled Tofticle.. 


hits the defcription of this affetion of the beftichs, 
| and _ the difcrence beeweon it and other tumours 


Mp tts iP Vide Chia Ill. Section XII. Vol. I. 


The difeafe being now entirely local, no advantage - 


}more of it will pafs into the fyftem, and the greater 
the rifk will therefore be of fome of the glands in its 


ae 


_ taken place in the body of the teftis before mercury 


tice, might be illuftrated and proved by a variety of | 


f. rhe Wiex. a I 
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to which the teftis is liable, I muft refer to feétion ) 
fecond of this chapter. 

One important diiference SR a this rhanie haseiois 
of the tefticle and that which proceeds from Go- 
norrhea is, that in the latter mercury very frequent 
ly does harm, while in this it. is the remedy upon 
which we chiefly place dependence, Unleis the {wel- | 
ling has been allowed to advance toa great fize, from 
an opinion which fome have entertained that it is al- | 
ways of a local nature, and not connected with dif- 
eafes of the conftitution, mercury feldom fails to cure 
it. Were it not to add confidecrably to the extent of | 
the prefent work, this, as well as many other points, 
of which J have had occafion to take particular no- | 









cafes which have fallen under my obfervation, in. 
which the {welling of the teftis to which I allude, | 
produced altogether by the fyphilitic virus in the lyf _ 
tei, and in many inftances where Gonorrhea never 
exifted, after refifting every other remedy, has at laft 
been completely cured by mercury. Befides other | 
views of no {mall importance in the theory of the 
difeafe, which this tends to eftablifh, it may be looked | 
upon as an additional argument for contfidering the | 

matter of Gonorrhea and of pox as different, ‘The 
{welling of the teitis which occurs in Gonorrhea 
yields entirely to the effects of an antiphlogiftic courfe | 
and without doing an injury to the conftitution, while | 
the otherin no inftance has been known to do fo, and 
gives way only to that remedy which we know by 
experience is alone to be trufted for the cure of eve- 
ry other fymptom of fyphilis. | 

Mercury even proves effectual in removing thofe 
tumours in which matter has formed. I have met 
with feveral cafes in which a partial fuppuration had, 


was given, and the matter has been abforbed, and the 
{welling entirely removed foon after a fuficient quan- 
tity of the medicine has been thrown in. ‘In fome I 
have thought that mercury was aflifted by a decoction 
of mezercon being given along with it ; but it is for 
the moft part abundantly fuccefsful by itfelf, 
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Where the fe of : mercury has been too long delay- 


ed the fwelling commonly fuppurates,!and the fore 
which enfues from the burfting of the tumour affumes 
}always a very ugly appearance. Even in this fituati- 
on, however, our chief advantage is derived from 
/mercury ; nor do we often fail in curing the fore if 
}due attention is given to regular dreflings, and pro- 
| Curing: a free ditcharge of the matter, The beft dref= 
|fings for this purpofe are the faturnine and zinc oint- 
/ments when the parts are clean, and the precipitate 


or verdigris ointments when they are foul or floughy. 
But where matter is obferved to lodge in any part 


of the {weiling, nothing can be of advantage but mak- 
|} ing a free opening intoit. ‘This, however, is not al- 
| ways done-o completely as it ought tobe, ‘The tef- 
tes being organs of much delicacy, we are apt to be 
afraid of opening any abfceffes that may form in them, 
‘in confequence of which the matter is apt to find ac- 
-cefs into the cellular fubftance of the fcrotum, where 
it feldom fails to produce very troublefome finufes, 
|'This however, may always be prevented, either by 
'making a free incifion into the moft depending part 
‘of the ab{cefs, without allowing it to burft, or taking 
care to enlarge the opening if it has previoufly made 
Way for itielf, Nor fhould we ever be afraid of do- 
jing fo, for the injury which this may do to the tefti- 


cle cannot be equal to what it muft fuffer from mat- 
ter being allowed to lodge in it. In all iuch circum- 
{tances I never hefitate to lay the tefticle freely open, 


}and no inconvenience ever enfues from it. 


As this affection of the telticle never occurs but 1 in 


| very advanced ftages of fyphilis,it requires a very con- 
} fiderable quantity of mercury to remove it, and at the 
fame time to eradicate the virus from the fyftem by 


which it hasbeen produced. It ought to be continu- 
ed from ten to twelve weeks, and in as great quanti- 
ties as the patient can bear. 

When the fores which enfue from the burfting or 
opening > of thefe tumours do not heal after fuch a quan- 
tity of mercury is exhibited as we judge to be proper 


for the dakety of the conititution, fome advantages is 


es 
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oecafionally derived from a plentiful ufe of hemlock, 
and from fea-bathing ; but in fuch circumftances no- 
thing proves for the moft part fo ufeful as drefling the 
parts in the manner I have mentioned with ftimulat- 
ing ointments, and touching them occafionally with 
Gauftic. This we are alfo apt to be afraid of from the 
natural irritability of thefe parts; but I have not 
found that there is caufe for this, On the contrary, | 
a free application of cauftic to the furface of thefe 
fores renders them: for the moft part lefs painful. 
Where much irritation however prevails, and is not | 
removed or much leffened by the ufe of cauftic, opi- 
ates muft be given in fuch pusntinios as are fufficient to. 
allay ity | ay | 
bale the Treatment of Alopecia, Moieread Bhioanch, and 
Deafnefs. : | 
A defcription of thefe fymptoms was givenin Sedion II. | 
of this chapter, § 11. 12. and 13. | 
‘When alopecia, or the falling off of the hair takes place | | 
in any confiderable degree. before mercury 1s employed, | 
particularly if the patient is advanced in years, it never, 
grows again but in very fmall quantities ; butduring youth, 
and when mercury is given in the commencement of this | 
fymptom, we not only prevent it from advancing farther, 
but any hair that has been loft will very commonly be re- 
newed. ‘There is fcarcely indeed any other remedy upon 
which we can depend but a full courfe of mercury ; for 
although many external applications are recommended to 
recover or renew hair loft in this manner, there is no rea~ 
fon to fuppofe that any advantage is derived from them. 
Where the falling away of the hair is connected with a 
fourf over the head, fome benefit indeed is obtained from 
the application of external remedies; by removing the 
eruption we tend to prevent any farther lofs of hair, and 
the internal ufe of mercury alone is not altogether fufficient 
for this. The moft effectual applications for the remova 
of this are the unguentum citrinum,* and a weak folutior 


* Vide Appendix, No. 14. 
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“‘pheomosives fublimate. in water. “When the fermer isufed 
the: Parts fhould be rubbed. withiit once. ardays >; The latier 
bs cla applied: three or four times daily, in the proportion 
0 f-half:a grain: of the. mercury to.an ounce of water.; and 
for thé more .effeCual application of thefe. remedies, the 
head dhould be {haved} -and the*hais, not allowed to grow 
till, the eruption or: feurf is entirely removed... 
dn the treatment:ofiblindnefsas a fymptom of Lues:Ve- 
“nétea,,we have fearcely any variety of practice.» ‘Mercury 
-4s}perhaps -theronly, remedy from which, any advantage is 
to, be: ‘expected 5 nor does it prove of any avail if it be not 
| given immediately , and in as great quantities as the patient 
| Gan bear. ‘Whether the eye is therefore aflecied with gut- 
| ta ferema, -cataraét, or -effufions upon the cornea, where 
| there as the leaf{t reafon to. fuppofe that the affection pro- 
. ceeds-from Lues Venerea, the patient fhould bé immedi- 
“ately put under a.complete courfe of mercury, and his 
| mouth kept fully: affefted for the fpace of ten, eleven, or 
| twelve, weeks, according to the effects. which may arife from 
| Gt. ras é 7 

fn gutta: ferenait may be ‘proper, before Mere uy is giv- 
en.to prémile.a imart purgative or two, and during the 
‘courfe to cenjoin the repeated: application of bitters ‘to 
| the temples and head, with electricity, and érrhines for the 
| purpofe of exciting a difcharge by the nofe, although the 
effects of thefe: remedies are {o uncertain that in every in- 
ftance our chief dependence mutt reft upon mercury. 

Where the blindnefs is found to proceed from cataracis, 
ic mercury doesnot fucceed in: remov ing the opacity, our . 
‘only remedy muit-be the ufual operation of deprefling or 
extracting the chryttallines. “Dhis will not always fucceed, 
‘but: where the eye is otherwife found, and only the local 
affeGtion of the lens appearing to be the. cafe of blindnefs 
we: anepis in every inftance to advile it. 

We fometimes find that mercury here proves fo ufe- 
fal as to lefien the opacity of the lens ina confiderable de- 
“gree, without removing it.entirely; and: where this: has 
happened 3 Tshave fowad in more i@ances than one that a 

lcure has been accomplithed by. electricity. “I have never 
pencewed, however, a electricity has produced am ad- 
‘varitage where the opacity was mot previoufly much dimi- » 
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nifhed, and even in this fituation it requires to be long con- 
tinued in order to prove effeCtual. pies ys 
In blindnefs produced by the humours of the eye be- 
coming confufed or turbid, where it is known that this pro- 
ceeds from the fyftem being affected with fyphilis, the pa- 
tient ought no doubt to be put under mercury ; but this 
caufe of blindnefs is of a very hopelefs nature, for I have 


¢ 


never known an inftance of its being removed. Neither 
do we prove very fuccefsful even with mercury, where vi- 
fion-is affected by the matter of fyphilis fixing upon the 
coats of the eye. We may prevent the difeafe from ad- 
vancing much farther, but mercury does not appear to be 
fufficieut for removing any confiderable degree of opacity — 
in the cornea that has already taken place. Nor does this — 
caufe of blindnefs admit of remedy by means of a furgical | 
operation ; for it is not upon the furface, but in the very 
fubftance of the cornea that it is feated. eke 
- When abfceffes form in the coats of the eye, we have it 
in our power by difcharging the matter which they contain - 
" to remove in fome degree the deformity which they pro-~ 
duce, as well as the pain with which they are accompani- — 
ed; but we are not to look for any farther advantage from 
this or any other remedy that can be propofed. | 
Of all the fymptoms of Lues Venerea, none prove more © 
obftinate, nor are lefs ated upon by mercury than deaf- 
nefs. A certain degree of deafnefs, indeed, produced by 
venereal ulceration or {welling at the opening of the Euf- 
tachian tube in the throat is fometimes relieved or even | 
removed by a courfe of mercury ; but no advantage is ever 
obtained from this or any other remedy where the difeafe | 
has fixed upon the membrane or bones of the ear. . Inthe 
defcription of this fymptom, I had occafion to remark, that © 
a temporary deafnefs is fometimes produced in Lues Ve-. 
nerea by the meatus externus being filled up-by a feurfy 
eruption ; and in fome inflances, by the membrane of the ’ 
pallage becoming thickened and even ulcerated. In this, | 
as in other fymptoms of the difeafe, we depend entirely on 
the internal ufe of mercury for removing the virus from — 
the conititution ; but the local affection may remain after 
the fyftem is rendered fafe. ‘he beftremedy I have em- ’ 
~ ployed for this is a cautious ufe of bougies. Care, howe- © 
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| ver, muft be taken that they be not puthed fo deep into 
| the paflage as to injure the tympanum ; anid they ought to 
be formed of the mildeft materials, as they never fail todo 
| harm when they excite much irritation, ‘ 


§ 9. Of the Cure of fome Anomalous Symptoms of Lues 
la - Fenerea. KS a 


| In fection fecond of this chapter, page 69, fundry ano- 
| malous fymptoms of fyphilis are enumerated which could 
} not with propriety be defcribed in any of the preceding 
| fections. iain’ 

For the cure of thefe we depend almoft entirely upon a 
| full courfe of mercury. Scarcely any of them occur but - 
| in the later flages of the difeafe, and they are very. apt to 
| recur, if the medicine be not given in as large quantities 
} as the patient can bear and continued for a confiderable 
time alter they have difappeared. Befides this general 
| courfe of treatment, fome of thefe fymptoms require a pe- 
} culiarity of local management. 

| The firft that I have mentioned are thefe chops or clefts 
| in the palms of the hands and foles of the feet to which 
| fyphilitic patients are fometimes liable. The beft dref- 
/fings that I have employed for thefe are the unguentum 
} citrinum,* and unguentum e mercurio precipit. Rubr.. 
| But while thefe ointments are perhaps the beft that can be 
| applied to the chops themfelves, they are too irritating to 
| admit of being applied to the contiguous parts, which, for 
| the moft part are red and tender, ‘and which are beit de- 
} fended by the unguentum faturninum.- | 

| For the removal of that fcurf and gummy matter which 
| occafionally forms and becomes very troublefome upon the 
f eye-lids of fyphilitic patients, I have found nothing anfwer 
fo well as bathing them from time to time with a weak {o- 
| lution of white vitriol, and applying over the eye-lafhes 
f and cartilaginous border of the eye-lids a {mall portion of 
the calamine liniment,® or unguentum citrinum, fo much 
ireduced with axunge as to prevent it from exciting too 


much irritation. “ 


* Vide Appendix, No. 14. “ft No. 27- 
$ Vide Appendix, No. 29. § No. 31. 
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The fetes which fucceed to:the fwellings: defcribed in, 
_ p. 70, are frequently healed: by mercury alone; but infome. 
inftances: they refift'even this and all the dreffings, we. can) 
employ. Cauftic and other efcharroties; prove to! be the: 
belt applications here, as we find them indeed to be-in al- 
moft every variety of venerealtulcer. When they do net, 
fucceed, it is for the moft part owing to a greater. degree of 
‘irritation and pain in the fore than is confiftent with the 
procefs of healing. In this cafe nothing, pronstede: effec~ 
tual_as fuflicient.dofes of. opiates. 3 

When the pains mentioned in’ pi. 22 do. not’ ‘giveway to, 
that quantity of mercury which we judge to be fufficient fon, 
the fafety of the conftitution,.we.fometimes find that. they 
may be removed by blifters applied dire€tly:to the parts af= 
fected, and anointing them. with ether, apples balan as an i 
volatile liniment. . 

For the removal of thea pains we are often. obliged. to. 
have recourfe to opium. In fufficient dofes, it feldom fails. 
by. itfelf, but it, proves more effectual in every. variety. of. 
pain when given in the form of Dover's powder... “Fensor. 
twelve grains of the powder given at. bed-time,.and.conti- 
nued forfeven or eight nights fucceflively, very.common- 
ly affords effeCual relief. 
" The irritability, reftleffnefs,. and atrophy to which. Ve- 
nereal: patients are not unfrequently. liable, are often diffi- 
culttoremove, and fometimes even prove fatal. I have 
known. diferent inftances of thefe fy mptoms, proving in-’ 
curable where ulcers. and. other. fymptoms.of the, difeafe, 
with which they weve at firft connected.were eafily remov- 
ed, but where the patient by confiant rettlefineds and anx-. 
iety, having firft been depriv ed of his appetite,.and after- 
wards of ftrengt h, was at laft carried off, notwithfRanding all 
the. means dhige could be employed for-his fafety.,.. 
| L judge that-thefe. fymptoms are in many, inflances alto- 
gether venereal, from ob{erv ving them,accompanying- other 
well-marked: fymptoms ef the difeafe,, and. from. mercury. 
being the only: remedy.that has any influence in remov-.” 
ing them... Ever mercury: will)not always facceed; but 
in various Felonces I have known it prove effectual where 
every other remedy had previoufly been tried in vain. 
Per uvian bark; a. change ofrdiet,. and. country air, are Com- 
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monly. prelcribed 5 but,we may, readily conclude that no 
- maaterial, advantage: can refult from them t the mercurial 
- gourfe be, not alfo, continued till the. virus jis. eradicated. 
,Bhis, reftlefs, anxiety. to which. fy philitic patients 
are occafionally liable, is infome inftances. very effec: 
tually removed by opiates; while in. others: thefe re- 
mediesrather.do,harm.. The only. courfe that I have 
| found: to prove. ufeful, is, a light,, nourithing diet, a 
| due. continuance of. mercury, and: the patient, during 
| the time of uling if, being allowed. to go. daily. abraad 
| in a carriage, when the weather is. not) cold or damp, 
Inthe uf of: mercury:for the cure of-this fymptom 
f a greatelt, nicety and care are requir ed ;. for in. the 
| delicacy of, conftitution which, prevails. bene it, con ° 
| tantly. doeshanm, if not managed with much atten- 
| tion, It cannot be given in large dofes, but with much 
I rik. of doing hari; nor.can it be laid, altogether afide 
| without che: ditealc gaining ground, If, ever.an alte- 
| rative courfe: of mercury, as it is termed, is: proper 
| forany. of the, fymptoms in the more advanced itages 
of fyphilis, it is here... By a regular exhibition. of 
{mall dofes of mercury the virus may be kept mode- 
nebate. till the {tr ength of the fy{tem is fo far reftored by 
| attention to regimen as to admit of larger quantities. 
being given, 
|. Phe moft frequent anomalous fymptoms in this dif- 
eafe is fever. It is often the effect of fome evident 
fymptom, fuch as bybo, ulcer, or node. In fuch ca- 
es the caufe is obvious, and the fever difappears a- 
jong with the fymptom by which it was induced, But 
where a quantity of mercury fuilicient for eradicat- 
‘ing the difeaie has not been given, although all the 
fymptoms for which it was employed may be remov- 
‘ed, yet fever will fometimes take place, and in. fome 
indtances: fubfitt for a confiderable length of time be- 
fore. aby. external mark of the difeafe is perceived. 
‘This I know is doubted, and even denied | by many 5 
‘butud- have met with it frequently, and in fome inftan- 
‘ces diftinguifhed in the moft obviousmanner. In.fome 
where from the biftor y of the cafe the caufe was evi- 
dent, the patient has been) cured by an additional 
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courfe of mercury while in others, from no caufe of — 
fulpicion being mentioned, the febrile fymptoms re- — 
fitted all the ufual remedies, and were not removed at — 
laft till the appearance of Hodes , ulcers, or fome other - 
local fymptom has pointed out the wey of a far- : 
ther profecution of mercury. 

The effea& of mercury upon this fevidill is often re- 

markable. In almoft every other fituation it is one 
of the firft effects of mercury in a certain degree to 
accelerate the circulation of the blood, while here it 
not only leffens the quicknefs of pulfe, but abates eve- 
ry other febrile fymptom. Even in {mall quantities 
mercury proves ufeful here,as it evidently does in the 
fymptom laft mentioned ; ahd as the ftrength of the 
patient is commonly much exhaufted before this re- 
medy is employed it fhould not at firft be given in lar- 
ger quantities than is merely neceffary for mitigating 
the fymptoms, ‘This, however, not being fufficient 
to render the conftitution fafe againft future returns 
of the difeafe, care fhould be taken that a fufficient 
quantity of the medicine is exhibited as foon as the 
paticnt’ s ftrength, reftored by a nourifhing diet, ena- 
bles hiin to’ bear it. 
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SJE. G4 as Va 
Of Lues Venerea in Lnfants. 


NO period of life is exempted from the ravages of 
the venereal difeafe.. They are frequently to be de- — 
plored even in infancy, and here the fame fymptoms | 
‘appear as in a patient of more advanced years ;’that ~ 
is, when the virus enters the fyftem in the ufual way 
from. the furface of the body, the fymptoms which 
enfue are nearly or entirely the fame as in other peri- 
ods of life: but when the diforder is communicated - 
to the fetus inutero, fome variety is obfer ved which © 
demand particular notice. | 





» 


Sect. VI. Le IN INFANTS, 19t 


“We have anaaly indeed had occafion to remark, 


that it has been doubted whether Lues Venerea can 
be communicated to the fetus in utero. Nay, of late 


it has been afferted that it cannot, and that prattiti- 
oners upon this very important point have hitherto 


| been miftaken. But thisis fo contrary to general ex- 
| perience, and'to the refult of my own obfervation,that 
| Icannot confider it as an opinion that will ever gain 
| ground where the judgment is not entirely warped. 
| Adefire to fupport a particular theory feems to have 
| laid the foundation of this doftrine; but the facts 
| which militate againft it are too ftrong and too nume- 
| rous to admit of being cafily fet afide*. 


Thofe who are of opinion that neither ‘the blood 


| nor any of the fecretions of a fyphilitic patient can 
| communicate the contagion,alledge, that when a child 
| appears to have been infected in utero, the infection 
| muft have been communicated during labour from ve- 
| nereal fores in the genitals of the mother. 


That this in fome inftances happens there is no rea- 


|! fon to doubt. A child pafling over, and perhaps reft- 
|ing for a confiderable time upon fores of this kind, 
| may readily be infected in this manner, and this may 
| probably be the cafe in moft of thofe inftances where 
| the difeafe does not appear till two or three weeks af- 
| ter birth. But where a child is inftantly upon deli- 
| very found to be covered with a venereal eruption, 
| and which I have met with in various inftances, the 
| infection muft neceflarily have been communicated a 
| confiderable time before birth. It may be afked, how- 
| ever, in what manner eruptions appearing on the birth 
| of a child have been known to be venereal ? In anfwer 
BR: may obferve, that it has been afcertained in the moit 
| obvious manner,by finding on enquiry that the father 


had been poxed without taking fuch a quantity of 


| mercury as’ was neceffary to eradicate the virus: by 


the eruption upon the child being exactly ‘{imilar 


_ * Even Mr. Hunter has unguardedly fallen into this ertor; and as his Bh 


rity would necefiarily have influence with thofe whofe opportunities for obfer- 


vation are not fo great, I think it right, in a matter of fuch practical importance 
to endeavour to render the miftake obvious: fee aierent parts of Mr. Hunter’ s 
Treatile. 
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to'what: experience.in.other inftances, fhews to! be sve- 
nereal); »by a child in this fituation giving the differ- 
ent fymptoms of, Lues -V enerea, ‘evidently and:ftrong- 
ly ‘marked, to the nurfe by whompit:has, beenduckled:s: 
by \the nurte giving the difeafe in thefirtt place:toane- 
ther'child, and afterwards to:her -huifband, and bythe 
difeafe-in fall sof ctbydend being curedby atproper ufe.of 
merenuny salone,. white: mo -otherst deste isof anya- 
viail, ye 
Every: pradtitioner: muff: roe met neti inttehaas a of 
this. d'haveifeen many, inifome of which no exter- 
nal-mark of the difeafe: appeared either in the father 
or mother, althoughone or other ofthem,andinifomie — 
cafes both, muft have been infected, © J concludeithat 
sig have fofficien vevidence of this where the fame pad 
nts produce one, two) or moretpocky children, and 
hortieue to-do fo till’ both pafs: through accomplete 
courfe: of mercury andhence, cnotwithftandingiany — 
theoritical opinion that may -be:advanced ‘to thescon- 
trary, Tohaveimuch redfon to‘imagine that the-opiii- 
on which T-haveselfewhere given, that the femen of - 
a difealed parent-will giveia ’ -pocky ’ offspring is well — 
founded. No perfon, [believe, will doubt efsother 
difeafes beine conrmunicated.in this manner. 'We-have 
daily: proofs of it:in gout, pthitis; fcrophula, and) per- 
haps, in fome ‘others, in which>theéfe difeafesidefcend — 
fromfathers to their children, »while! no infection ts 
communicated to the mother ; ‘and Ivhaveimet vith 
¥ cry decifive: ‘evidence of it in Lines Venerea, ati leadt 
with'fuch as leaves no room withmerfor dicjartyetnk 
About ten Years:ago: Iwas ‘defired to vifita:child a | 
or eight days old. “It was covered witha rafh, whichshad _ 
much the appearanice of being venereal; andfinding that © 
tneonly other‘child which the parents ever had was born — 
with a‘timilar rafh, of which irdied, l-enquired of the fa- 
ther-of the child whether there was: any caufe to fufpect 
that he was infeed or not. He informed me’ that he had © 
been poxed about fix onthe before his marriage; that his © 
{ymptoms were chancres anda fore throat; but that have 
ing taken as much mercury as was judged to be fufficient, 
the fymptoms having difappeared while under the courfe, © 
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and none-of them having ever occurred again, although he 
had now been married nearly three years, he could not pof 

| fibly believe that the child was infected with this difeafe, 
particularly as no fymptom had appeared upon his wife. 
| T was clearly of opinion, however, that the child was in- 
| fected; and I judged it right to fay, not only that the child 
| fhould inftantly get mercury, but that he and his wife 
| fhould aifo take it, with a view to prevent the fame occur- | 
| rence with any other children which they might have, as 
| well as to render themfelves fafe. He agreed to this with 
refpect to himfelf, but on account of the fufpicion which 
it mightcreate, he would by no means confent that it fhould 
| be given to his wife. Imperfect as this meafure might be 
| I was obliged to adopt it. ‘Small dofes of calomel were 
| given to the child, and the father was kept under a com- 
| plete courfe of mercury, with undticri and the blue mer- 
| curial pill, for the fpace of ten weeks. ‘The child got well; 
_ and although the fame parents have had feveral other chil- 
| dren fince that period, all of them have been perfectly 
| found. Some doubt, however, might ftill have remained 
| Of the real nature of this rafh, but it happened that a very 
| decifive, although unfortunate proof was given of its being 
| venereal. ‘I'wo nurfes were infected by the fuckling of 
this child. ‘The firft became fo much diftreffed with ul- 

| €ers upon her nipples, and pains in one of the mamme, 
| that fhe was obliged to leave the family, and although 
warned of her fituation, and of the neceflity of giving no 
| fuck to other children till the courfe of mercury which fhe 
| was put under was finifhed, fhe foolifhly took home her 
own child; which fhe had previoufly given out, and in the 
courfe of two or three weeks he alfo was poxed, and being 
a weakly child, he foon died, although the greateft care was 
taken of him. © The nipples of the other nurfe ulcerated, 
: and fhe was foom thereafter feized with a venereal ulcer in 
the throat, for which a courfe of mercury became necefla- 
ty. Since that period, befides fome inftances in which the © 
difeafe was given to children, where there was much reafon 
to think that both parents were infected, I have met with 
| other two cafes very fimilar to that which I have mention- 
ed, in which a mércurial courfe given to the father prov- 
| ed fo completely fuccefsful that all the children of both fa- 
Vor. If. Bb. 
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milies that have been born fince that time have been en- 
tirely healthy, although one of them had previoufly loft 
two and the other one from their not» having entertained 
any fufpicion of the nature of the difeafe. 

Thefe, as well as various other facts which I might ad- 
duce, render it obvious to me that Lues Venerea may be, 
and frequently is, communicated in the manner I have 
mentioned; that is, by the infection paffing dire@tly from 
parents to children, and where no marks of difeafe appear 
either upon father or mother. _ Nor would I have judged 
it neceflary to have entered fo fully into the fubjeét, as by 
many the opinion I am endeavouring to eftablifh will be 
admitted, had it not been with a view to put the younger 
part of the profeffion upon their guard, till by experience 

they are enabled to judge for themfelves of the diftrefsful 
confequences that would frequently refult from the oppo- 
fite doctrine being admitted. 

Among other baneful effects of fyphilis, perhaps none 
prove more diftrefstul than the frequent abortions which it 
evidently occafions. A child infected in the uterus will in 
fome initances not come away till the full time ; but ina © 
great proportion of cafes abortion takes place in the fixth © 
or feventh month, fometimes fooner, but moft frequently 
about the middie of the feventh month. Of this I have 
met with fuch a number of inftances, that I am induced to 
confider it as one of the moft frequent caufes of abortion ; — 
but as the child is commonly either born dead, or fo weak- 
ly that it foon dies, fufficient evidence is not often obtain- 
ed to lead the attendanssto entertain any {ufpicion. Hence 
practitioners feldom hear of it unlefs the difeafe has made > 
greater progrefs than ufual. We have it in our power, 
however, when this caufe of abortion is difcovered,.tore- | 
move it with much certainty. A well-conducted courfe of — 
“mercury very feldom fails to prove effectual. Ihave now — 
' met witha confiderable number of inflances where aborti- 4 
on had regularly taken place in the fixth, feventh, or eighth — 
month, and in which, from there being no mark of difeafe | 
either upon the father or mother, the real caufe of it re- 
mained concealed ; but which being at laft difcovered, ei- 
ther by fome of the children being clearly marked with — 
the difeafe, or from its breaking out in an obvious form on — 
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‘one or both of the parents, a mercurial courfe has at laft 
been prefcgibed, and in no inftance has it failed where a 
fufficient quantity of the medicine has been given. In 
two inftances it did not anfwer fo completely as in the 
| Others, but in both there was fufficient evidence of too lit- 
| tle mercury having been employed; for the children in 
| both inftances were kept till the beginning of the ninth 
month, which in the one was two months, and in the other 
| fix weeks iater than had been the cafe before, and both the 
| parents having in each of thefe inftances been made to 
| take mercury again, and in greater quantities than before, 
| no adortion has fince taken place, and each family has with- 
| in thefe few years had feveral healthy children. 
| At whatever period children with this infection ate born 
they are remarkably weak anddelicate. ‘The mufcles over 
| the whole body are flaccid, and the joints have not that 
| firmnefs which they ought to poffefs. When the difeafe 
| is difcovered immediately upon the birth of the child, it is 
| ufually in the form of an eryfipelatous efforefcence over 
| the whole body. In fome inftances the cuticle is either 
| altogether or in part deftroyed, and the {kin is tender, and 
_ affords a kind of matter. In others the nails have not 
| formed either on the fingers or toes. 
_ Sometimes again no mark of difeafe will be perceived 
| till the tenth, twelfth, or even fourteeth day after delivery ; 
| and in fuch cafes the eruption accurs chiefly about the a- 
| nus, on the nates, and about the pudendum. In thefe 
| places irregular blotches arife, of alight ftrawberry colour, 
| and fomewhat elevated above the contiguous furface. Al- 
| though a thin acrid ferum in fome inftances oozes from 
them, if not prevented by atimeous exhibition of mercu- 
| ry, the difeafe is apt to fpread quickly over the whole bo- 
dy; but excepting in the parts which I have mentioned, 
| it ufually appears in the form of a crufty eruption, which 
in fome cafes is dry, and falls off in fmall teales, while in 
| others it is kept together by the exfudation of a vifcid mat- 
| ter, particularly upon the forehead, eye-lids, arms, and 
| breatt. | | 
| [ have already had occafion to obferve, that in fupport- 
| ing a favourite ‘theory fome have denied that the foetus in 
utero ever receives this difeafe from the parents, and ai- 
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fert, that wherever it occurs in new-born children they — 
muit have received it from the mother in the time of de- | 
livery. But while the fallacy of this opinion is rendered 
obvious, as we have juft had occafion to obferve from the 
foetus being in many inftances perceived direally after birth 
to be covered with a venereal efflorefcence, we aifo find 
| ‘that the fyphilitic virus is in this flate of a more dileterious 
nature than it ever appears to be in any other form of the | 
difeafe. Befides, being more particularly apt to commu~ | 
nicate the infection, it proceeds with more rapidity to de- _ 
{troy the conftitution, infomuch, that if mercury be not 
employed immediately on the difeafe being perceived, it 
ufuaily makes fuch quick progrefs tiat a fatal termination 
ean Rea be afterwards prevented. | 
In all fuch circumftances the child ought to be nurfed | 
by the mother; and as mercury is neceflary for both, they | 
fhould both be put immediately under it. As it hasbeen | 
found that a difeafed child may be cured by fucking the 
mix of a woman under mercury, fome have advifed that | 
new-born children fhould always be treated in this manner. | 
But I can fay from experience, that it is not to be trufied. 
in fome inftances this practice will no doubt fucceed. In 
all it will perhaps accomplifh a temporary removal of the 
fymptoms, but for the moft part they return again, or the 
difeafe breaks out in fome other form. At the fame time, | 
therefore, that the mother begins to take mercury, it ought | 
to be given to the child, and it may be done with no in- © 
conveniency ; for even at this early period it excites lefs 
diftrefs than it ufually does afterwards. The caufe of this — 
may be difficult to affign ; but I have in various inflances’ 
found that mercury in early infancy, is not fo apt to excite | 
either falivation or violent effects upon the flomach and 
bowels as it afterwards does, and that it may be given with 
fafety in fufficient quantities for curing the difeafe. Ca- 
lomel is often employed for this purpote. The dofe fhould | 
be the fourth or fiith part of a grain three times a- -day, and 
when rubbed witha {mall quantity of fugar, the child takes 
it eafily. Mercurius alkalifatus is a preparation that am- 
{wers particularly well in the dofe of half a grain three 
times a-day ; and I fometimes employ the common blue 
pill prepared withtriturated quick-filver. A pill contain- © 
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ing a grain of mercury, being rubbed into a powder, and 
divided into ‘our, one of thefe is given evening and, morn- 
| ing. Any of thefe being continued for the {pace of a month, 
| will, in moit inftances, remove every appearance of the 
| difeafe; but a compiete cure will not be accomplifhed. if 
| the ufe of the medicine is not perfifted in for a confidera- 
| bletime thereafter. When the child is healthy, and not 
of a delicate form, this {houid be done with no interrupti- 
| on, otherwife it may be laid afide occafionally for eight or 
| ten days together; but upon the whole, it fhould be given 
| for the {pave of ficeen or fixteen weeks, and never difcon- 
| tinued fo long at once as to allow the effects of the mercu- 
| ry upon the fyttem to be entirely gone at any one time. 
| When achild in this fituation cannot. be fuckled by its 
| mother, either from her want of milk or any other caufe, 
| what are we todo? Another nurfe iscommonly procured ; 
| but this refource ought never to be adopted, for it feldom 
| fails of giving the difeafe in the mott virulent form to 
| whoever is fo unfortunate as to be employed for this pur- 
| pofe. All fuch children ought to be nourithed and brought 
| up on fpoon meat, nor fhouid the reftriction be confined 
| to the firft weeks of infancy only. No child infected in 
| this manner fhould be put to the breaft of a found nurfe 
| till a courfe of mercury has been continued for three 
| months at leaft after every external mark of the difeafe is 
' gone. In one inftance, where a child in this fituaticn had 
| for feven weeks been nurfed by the mother, and where mer- 
| cury had been regularly continued for the’ fpace of thiee 
| weeks after every external mark of the difeafe had difap- 
peared two different nurfes were infected, who were em- 
ployed to fuckle the child during a temporary fever with 
which the mother was attacked. And in another the dif- 
eafe was given in the fame manner where the chiid was 
three months old, and where every fymptom of fyphil:s 
| had difappeared upwards of eight weeks. Hence I con- 
| clude that the greateft attention is required for preventing 
| fimilar occurrences, and that nothing will prove effectual 
but a regular and long-continued ufe of mercury. 

‘In addition to what I have already faid on the fubject of 
| fyphilis producing abortion, 1 may obferve, that wheu a 
woman has fuffered one or more abortions, and has-reaion 
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to think that they proceed from venereal infection, fhe, as 
well as her hufband, fhould immediately be put under 
mercury. It isa prevailing opinion that mercury is apt to 


occafion abortion, and it is therefore feldom given during 


pregnancy. Much experience, however, has convinced 


_ me that this opinion is not well founded, and, when ma- 
naged with caution, that it may be given in fufficient quan- 


tities at every period of pregnancy, for curing every fymp- | 
tom of fyphilis, and without doing the leaft injury either 
to the mother or child. We would not indeed from choice 
give mercury during pregnancy; but when a woman in | 
this ftate is eNdently poxed, or when there is good reafon © 
to think that fhe is fo, I would not hefitate to advife a courfe 
of mercury. In different inftances I have done fo, and 


‘always with much advantage. Where obvious fymptoms 


of Lues Venerea break out during pregnancy fcarcely any 
will doubt of the neceffity of giving mercury, but fome ex- 
planation may be required for advifing it to be given 
where there is only ground of fufpicion. | Feet 

In illuftration of the propriety of this, the following, 
among feveral cafes, may be recited. Five years ago I vi- 
fited a lady in the fourth month of pregnancy, on account 
of a fimple fracture of the os humeri. ‘The patient being 
young and healthy I prognofticated a fpeedy cure. She 
had been married four years, and had fuffered two aborti- 
ons, one in the fixth, the other in the feventh month, and 
her friends were anxious left this accident fhould produce 
the lofs of another child. This induced me to enquire 
into the circumftances attending the previous abortions, 
when I found that both children were born dead, and en- 
tirely deftitute of nails and cuticle. No obvious fymptom 
of fyphilis had appeared upon the parents, but the hufband 


had occafionally been attacked with a dry fcaly eruption 
upon the breaft and {houlders. I alfo difcovered that he 


laboured. under the venereal difeafe a few months before 
marriage; and it did not appear to me that he had taken 
mercury either with the regularity or to the extent necef- 
fary for removing the fymptoms which took place. ‘This 
led me at once to fay that both he and his wite fhould im- 
mediately undergo a complete courfe of mercury. To 
this they fubmitted, and in lefs than a year from the com- 
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| mencement of the courfe the latter was delivered of a heal- 

| thy child. Now here was only ground for fufpicion ;. but 

the event gave caufe to imagine that if this kind of proof 

| was to be fet afide where direct evidence cannot be pro- 

_ cured, and which often happens in cafes of this kind, ma- 
ny conftitutions would be irreparably injured, and many 
children loft which otherwife might be faved. | 
_ During pregnancy mercury ought in every inftance to 
| be ufed in the form of union, as we thereby with moft 
Certainty prevent it from acting upon the ftomach and, 
bowels, and thus avoid the hazard of abortion taking place. 
as the effect of irritation upon thefe parts. hae | 
Nothing indeed more readily excites abortion than pur- 
| gatives, when fevere in their operation upon the bowels, 
or when they even only produce any confiderable degree 
of tenefmus ; and as the internal exhibition of mercury is. 
| frequently the caufe of this, it cannot but with much ha- 
| zard be given in any confiderable quantity during preg- 

nancy. 


SO Tat VEE: 


Of fome Peculiarities of Form under which Lues Venerea 
ee has appeared in Scotland and Canada. 


| I HAVE already had occafion to remark that this dif- 
_eafe has appeared with fome peculiarities both in Scotland 
| and in Canada. By the accounts received of it from Ca- 
nada it feems to have appeared in that country in the fame 
/manner, and under the fame form as it had a confiderable 
| time before done in Scotland; and as few have had more 
| opportunities of feeing it here than I have had, I mean to 
| give a fhort defcription of the appearances which it exhi- 
bits, and to mention the method of cure which hitherto has 
| been found moft effe@ual. | é 
In the Highlands of Scotland this difeafe is ufually term- 
ed fivvens or fibbens: In Dumfries fhire and Galloway it 
| is commonly called the yaws, froma refemblance which it 
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is fuppofed to bear to the African and Weft Indian difeafe 
of that name ; but over the whole kingdom it is known to | 
be the venereal difeafe. ‘That this 1s fo is certain from 
thofe afflicted with it in every diftrict where it has yet ap- 
peared having been able to trace it to fuch an origin as left 

_ ho room for doubt, as well as from the fymptoms which — 

_. take place in it bearing an exact refemblance to thofe of 

the later ftages of Lues Venerea in the ordinary form of 
the difeafe, and from mercury being the only remedy up- 
on which we can place any dependence for a radical cure. 

It never appears, as I have elfewhere had occafion to 
obferve, in the form of Gonorrheea, nor feldom at firft in 
any form upon the genitals, owing to the manner in which 
it is moft frequently communicated. ‘The infection being 
for the moft part received by eating or drinking our of the 
fame utenfils with thofe labouring under the cileafe, it often 
appears at firft in the throat or fome part of the mouth. 
In the mouth the fores have the ufual appearances of vene- _ 
‘real ulcers. ‘This is likewife the cafe in the throat when 
the difeafe has been of fome duration ; -but at firft, and of- 
ten for the fpace of feveral weeks, although the patient 
complains of a good deal of uneafinefs in fwallowing, and - 
of a conftant hoarfenefs, there is nothing perceived upon — 
infpection but a degree of tendernefs accompanied with an — 
eryfipelatous redniefs of the amygdale, uvula, and velum | 
pendulum palati: If not prevented, however, by the ufe : 
of mercury, ulcets at laft form upon thefe parts, and com- | 
monly fpread more quickly than venereal ulcers ufually do — 
in other parts of the body; infomuch that the uvula and — 
amygdalz will fometimes be entirely deftroyed in thecourfe - 
of a few days, and a degree of hoarfenefs and lofs of voice 
produced, from which the patient never afterwards reco- 
. Wers. i, 

Tt is particularly apt to affect the internal parts of the 

nofe ; and when the fores penetrate to the ofla fpongiofa | 

“thefe foon become carious, and come away in {mall pieces 

along with the matter, which is always exceedingly foetid. © 
When not prevented by mercury the ulcers {pread to the 
bard bones of the nofe, and from thefe to the bones of the — 
cheeks. In this manner the whole face becomes ulcerat- 
ed, for when thefe bones are affected the contiguous foft 
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- parts likewife edit foon difeafed: It isnot uncommon 
for theie uicers to attack the eye-lids. 
- When the infection is not received by ‘the mouth the 
 difeafe appeats in a variety of forms in ditterent parts of the 
| furiace of the body. When the virus has entered the fyf- 
tem the parts upon which it firft commonly breaxs out are 
the genitais, the parts contiguous to the anus, the anterior | 
parts of the thighs and legs, the under part of the audomen, 
| the breait, arms, fingers, and toes, and hairy fcaip. 
It does not fo readily fix upon the flefhy. parts of the 
| legs or thighs, or on the back. Infome the parts be- 
come covered with an infinite number of fmall puf- 
tules, and, as they are itchy, the difeafe is at firft of- 
| ten miftaken for itch. ‘This happens the more readi- 
| ly from its prevailing almoft entirely among the com- 
| mon people, who, from want of cleanlinefs, frequent~ 
| ly labour under bol ; and {fo much is fibbens confined 
| to this fet of people, that excepting children, who are 
| more particularly expofed to reccive infection from 
| fervants, thofe in the higher ranks of life are fearcely 
Wever attacked with’ it, at leaft few inftances of their 
| being fo have fallen within my obfervation. 
‘This eruption, however, foon affumes appearances 
| which fufficiently diftinguith itfromitch. The fkin 
| upon which it is feated becomes thickened and fome- 
| what elevated, and acquires the charaéteriftic mark of 
| venereal blotches, a peculiar copper-colour appear- 
ance. 
- .'The late Doctor Gilchrift of Dumfries, in a paper 
upon this fubject, in the Phyfical and Literary Effays 
of Edinburgh, remarks, ‘‘ that thefe {cabby eruptions 
are often met with on the fcalp, forehead, infide of 
the thighs, groius, and parts Contiguous. "Inflamma- 
‘tion and excrefeences about the fundament are fre- 
| quent ; and it fometimes appears in the form ofa her- 
pes exedens, healing in one part and breaking out in 
another.’ 
Some have fmall tubercles: or hard elevated knots 
} upon the face, arms, and bieat: fomew hat refembling 
{mall pox at the heise: but ofa red or copper-colour, 
and accompanied with a painful degree of heat. If 
Vor, iI. 7 Circ 
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mercury is given early thefe tumours Podaaity fast 
fide, otherwife they become large and difcharge a foe 
tid ‘vifcid matter, which forms into crufts or flakes, 
and on their falling off, the parts beneath arered, ten; 
der, and in fome cafes ina ftate of ulceration. 

- Inftead of this more numerous eruption fome are at- 
tacked with fmall inflammatory boils, which do not | 


hard and of a copper-colour, and at laft difeharge a 
thin bloody ichor. ‘hefe at firft refemble the com- 
mon anthrax or carbuncle, but foon after burfting they | 
affume all the appearances of the true venereal ulcer. 

But the moft characteriftic fymptom of this varie- _ 
ty of fyphilisis a foft {pongy excrefcence, in fize and 
colour refembling a common rafp, which is apt to ap- 
pear on_all fuch parts as either become ulcerated, or | 
that are attacked with any kind of eruption; fivven 
or fibben being in many parts of the Highlands the 
- name of-a wild rafp, and this being a very frequent | 
‘fymptom of the dileafe, is the caufe of its being dif- 
tinguifhed by this appellation. In fome inftances this — 
fpongy fubitance rifes to a confiderable height, nor | 
can it be kept down by any of the common efcharro- 
tics stor althoush entirely removed, if the virus of | 
the. difeafe be not eradicated by the ufe of a full courfe 
of mercury, it foon returns toa greater extent than 
before ; but as mereury is commonly given as foon as 
this fymptom becomes evidently marked, the excref- 
cence is feldom fo much elevated as it éthepwile would 
Bee : 

Thefe fungous produétions are occafionally met 
with in every part of the body; but they are parti- 
cularly apt to form on fuch parts as have become ten- 
der whether from previous eruption or from the cu- 
ticle having feparated and come off from the fkin be-. 
neath ; a circumftance which fometimes takes place 
in this difeafe, and when to any confiderable extent, 
always with much inconvenience and diftreis, 

In the treatife which I have mentioned Dottor Gil- 
chrift obiferves that this difeafe does not attack the 
largeand folid bones, and very rarely any of the others. 
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- have however ften feveral inftances of the contrary, 
in which both the bones of the legs ahd arms begs 
| been aftected; and it is by no means uncommon to 

‘find this difeafe fix upon the bones of ‘the head. I 
) have {een it indeed in every part of the body, and in 
| every form under which Lues Venerea ufually ap- 
pears, except in chancres upon the genitals. I have 
feen it produce fores refembling chancres upon the lips 
| and on the SAppies of nurfes; and where an infection 
| has been of long duration I have known ulcers form 
| upon the penis, “but I have not known an inftance of 
| its producing chancres either in men or women from 
| coition, owing, I imagine, to all who are attacked with 
| ulcers upon thefe parts from this caufe avoiding ve- 
| nereal intercourfes, which they very univerfally do 
| till a cure is obtained by a courfe of mercury ; but 
| although fibbens is not utually met with in the form 
| of chancres upon the penis, this, as well as other parts 
| of the partials: are particularly apt to be attacked 
| with fuch ulcers as appear from the virus having en- 
b tered the conftitution. In different inftances I have 
| known the whole penis and fcrotum deftroyed: with 
| it, but this has commonly happened from the patient 
| having neglected too long to call for medical ailiftance, 
or from mercury being given in too {mall quantities. 
| Thefe ulcers, like the ufual form of venereal ulcers 
| proceeding from the conftitutional form of the difeafe, 
| do not commonly produce buboes, This, however, 
| is not univerfal; for buboes fometimes take place in 
fibbens, not only from the primary ulcers of the dif- 
| eafe, as I have in more than one initance perceived in 
|) the arm-pit from fores produced upon the nipple in 
| nurfing an infected child, but alfo from thofé which 
| appear upon the penis and other parts of the genitals 
| from the virus having entered the fyftem, and the ap- 
| pearance of buboes produced by fibbens, whether in 
their {welled or ulcerated ftates, isin every re{pect the 
| fame with that of the ordinary farmerewenucical bud. 

Syphilis, in whatever way the infeétion is commu- 
nicated, is readily tranfmitted, as we have already had 
| occafion to fee, from parents to the fetus in utero, and 
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this is particularly apt to happenin fibbens, Sibbens 
therefore proves a frequent caufe of abortions, al- 
though in {ome inftances children are born with it at 
the full time, and ina few it breaks out in the courfe 
of the tirft month after delivery. 
In the treatment of fibbens, as of every variety of 
_ Loues Venerea, mercury isthe only remedy upon which 
we can place dependence, Sariaparilla, guiacum, and 
mezereon have occalionally proved ufeful, but we 
truft to mercury alone for a radical cure. The ob- 
fervations we have already had occafion to offer on 
the employment of mercury apply with equal propri- 
ety to the treatment of every fymptom of tibbens, It 
is therefore unneceflary to confider the fubje@ farther 
at prefent ; but while we refer for this purpofe to 
different parts of the preceding fections, 1 think it 
right to obferve, that a greater quantity of mercury 
is in moft inftances required for the cure of fibbens 
than we ufually. find to be necefflary in the ordinary 
form of the difeafe. Relief is obtained with perhaps 
equal eafe, and a ftop may be put to the farther pro- 
gre{s of the difeafe by the fame quantity that we em- 
ploy for the common fymptoms of pox, but it is more 
apt to return if the medicine be not given in larger 


quantities, and continued for a confiderable time after 


every appearance of infection is removed. When 
the difeafe has been of long duration mercury ought 
to be continued for feven or eight wecks after every 
fymptom has difappeared. 

A praitioner of experience and obfervation, and 
who had many opportunities of {eeing every fymptom 
of fibbens, informed me that mercurius fublimatus 
; corrofivus frequently proves fucce{sful in the cure of 
the more inveterate fymptoms of the difeafe when the 


milder preparations of mer cury fail. He gave if in 7 


the formof drops. Sixteen grains were diffolved in 
an ounce of water with the addition of eight sr ains of 
crude fal ammoniac, and of this ten drops wére given 
three or four times a-day. 

~ When ulcers in the throat and other parts da not 


readily yicld to the ufe of mercury, we have recourfe 
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to cauitic and. efcharrotics,and they prove equally ufe- 


' ful here as in every variety of fore procecding from 
-Lues Venerea. In various inftances they have been 


rendered clean and brought into a-healing condition 


_ by fumigating with cinnabar, when they had previoui- 





ly refifted every other remedy, 

The public, however, are equally interefted in the 
| prevention of this ibe ae as in the cure of it, particu- 
larly in thofe diitri@s where it has long prevailed, and 
with proper attention there is much reaton to f{uppote 
that it might foon be eradicated. In fome parts of 
Scotland this has already indeed been accomplithed, 
and the means by which it has been done are fimple, 
and eafily practiied, They confift entirely ina ana 
attention to cleanlinefs and in preventing nuries and 
other fervants from being employed where there is 
“the leaft reafon to imagine that they are infected. In 
the choice of a nurie this is a point of the utmoft im- 


portance ; for in fibbens, as in every other form of. 


| fyphilis, I have had many proofs of the difeafe being 
communicated by the milk alone, and as this is plan alk 
_the only way by which it has found accefs to families 
of rank, they are particularly interefted in prevent- 
ing it, : 

The chief difficulty which occurs to the preventi- 
on of this diféafe proceeds from thofe who ought moic 
anxioufly to wifh for it. The infected are fo much 
afraid of a difcovery being made to injure their repa- 
tation that they do all ia their power to conceal it, 
by which they are often prevented from taxing mer- 
cury in that complete manner by whith alone a cure 
can be accomplifhed. I know, however, that this 
anxiety for concealment may be removed, and, with 
“proper ‘attention, hat thofe poor people wtb other 
wife would fall vidims to the baneful effects of the 
difeafe may be eafily induced to apply for medical af- 
fiftance. “he clergy have this fo much in their pow- 
er, that through their interference the fibbens might 
foon be eradicated. In one parifh this was actually 
done. ‘The difeafe had fpread to fuch an alarming 
height that more than three-fourths of the inhabit- 
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ants were infected, and many of the more dcticareal 


particularly young children and females, died under it, 


This had gone on for many years, when by the exer- 
tions of the clergyman of the parifh it was entirely 
removed in the courfe ofafhort time. He went per- 
fonally to every individual of his parifh and convine- 
ed them of the propriety of applying for medical af- 
fiftance immediately on the difeafe breaking out, which 
they agreed to the more readily from their being fen- 
fible that all of them had got the difeafe in the anoft 
innocent manner. In this way it was foon carried off, 


and by due attention to cleanlinefs, and avoiding all 


kind of intercourfe with thofe who they fufpected to 
labour under it, the difeafe has now for a confiderable 
time been entirely fubdued. This has in fome degree 
indeed been the cafe in every diftrict of Scotland 
where fibbens ever prevailed. In fome fituations it 
has been nearly eradicated, and in none is it now fo 
frequent as it was fome years ago. ‘There is much 
caufe therefore to hope that by the fuperior attention 
to cleanlinefs, which of ]ate years has prevailedamong 
our common people, it will foon become every where 
unknown, | 
If the difeafe as it prevails in Canada is the fame 
ae the fibbens of Scotland, and from all that I have 
heard of it there is no caufe to doubt of its be ing fo, 
the fame method of cure will prove effectual, and the 
fame means of prevention muft be obferved. 


- W330 Oa by Pg) 85) 8 
Of Prophylactics in Lues Veunerea, 


TO prevent infection is an object of the firft import- 
ance in all difeafes, but there is none in which our en- 
deavours have proved lefs fuccefsful than in this. As 
the pleafures and fafety of mankind are both intcrefted, 
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_ Prophylactics in Lues Venerea have long been an obje@ 


“of attention ; but hitherto, notwithftanding all the boaft-~ 


ed fpecifics with which every kingdom of Europe 


abounds, nothing has been difcovered upon which any 


-dependance can be placed. 


At firft view one would not doubt of ablution alone 
proving fufficient for preventing infection. As the 


_ parts to which the matter of infection is applied are alto- 


gether external, and as a confiderable length of time 
commonly elapfes before any effects are produced by it, 


we might with confidence expect that bathing the parts in 


: tion. 


warm water, or any other liquid, could fcarcely fail of 


removing the contagious matter. ‘This, however, is not 
the cafe; for although fome advantage may occafionally 


be derived from careful ablution we have daily proofs of — 


its failure, even when practifed with all manner of atten- 


This mutt probably arife from the virus being either 
exceedingly fubtile, or fo very adhefive that it cannot be 
feparated from parts to which it has found accefs by any 


means that have as yet been employed. In this view, 


therefore, two objects prefent themfelves. Any applica- 
tion to be made ufe of fhould not only be of a very pe- 
netrating nature> but capable of deftroying that connec- 
tion by which the virus is thus made to adhere to the 


parts to which it is applied. I alfo think it probable that 


fome advantage may be derived from combining mercu- 
ry with whatever is bett adapted to thefe purpofes. By 
acting as an antidote it may ferve to deftroy fuch parts of 


the venereal poifon as the others have not been able to _ 
ane: | 


remove. oy 


Crude mercury, triturated with honey and with tur- 
pentine, and mixed with a futhcient quantity of water, 


has been ufed as a wath for this purpofe; but the moft 
convenient way of employing mercury here is in the 


form of a watery folutign of corrofive fublimate. It may 
be ufed of various degrees of ftrength, from the quantity 
of one grain to three grains of mercury in the ounce of 
water. More than this proves irritating and corrofive. 
As it is probable that the virus proves more adhefive 
than it otherwife would be by combining with the mu- 
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cus of the parts to which it is applied, all fuch articies a¥ 
prove folvents of mucus, or that ina more particular man- | 
ner deftroy its, tenacity; may with propriety be employ: 
ed in the covrpolition of anantifyphilitic wath. Upon 
this principl!: iime-water may be ufed with advantage ; 
alfo the cauitie fixed alkali, and even the cauttic volatile 
alkali fo diluted with water as toa/mut of their being ape 
plied with fafety- | | : 

No harm can enfue from the external ufe of any of 
thefe articles in the form of a wath, and more advantage, 
I have reafon to think, may be derived from them than 
is commonly obtained from the ufe of thofe fecret fpeci- 
fics which the intereft of individiiais and credulity of our — 
young people have occafionally brought into notice. I 
think it right. however, again to remark, that none of 
them can with certainty be relied upon, and that in no’ 
inftance ought any of them to be injected into the ure- 
thra, as preventatives of Gonorrhea. When the difeafe | 
has actually taken place, they may, when much diluted, | 
be ufed with freedom; but they cannot be employed but: 
with much rif of. inducing inflammation when of fucha , 
ftrengthas can have any influence in diflodging the virus, — 
by diffolving or deftroying the mucus with which it is _ 
combined. Whether thefe fpecifics to Which I allude 
have any-of the articles which I have mentioned for their | 
bafis or not I cannot determine, but when ufed as: 
injections they often do much harm by exciting pain, and 
fuch a conftant inclination to pafs urine as proves ex- 
ceedingly diftrefsful. 
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Of Lucs Venerea as inducing other Difeafes. 
AS the virus of fyphilis is often difficult to eradicate, 


and the difeafe being frequently known to break out 


again long after a cure has been fuppofed to have been d 
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ars of patients have induced them to 
| fufpect that ic cannot with any certainty be removed af- 
| ter having appeared as a general difeafe of the fyftem, 
y €onfider it as the caufe of many other difeafes. 
| Even practitioners have been divided in their opini- 
i ons upon this. The refult of my obfervation has alrea- 
| dy been given on the power of mercury in curing the 
-difeafe. In {ection fourth of this chapter I have endea- 
voured to fhow that where failures have happened they - 
. mutt ina great meafure have arifen either from the mif 
-condudt of patients when under mercury or from too 
{mall a quantity of the remedy being given. But while 
Tam clearly of this opinion I at the fame time think that 
_Lues Venerea is often‘the caufe of other difeafes, which 
frequently prove fatal from want of a proper application 
| of mercury, by which a cure of all of them might be ea- 
| fily obtained. : 
|’ In the preceding parts of this work a defcription is 
| given of all the ordinary fymptoms of Lues Venerea, and 
| of the method of treatment appropriated to each ; but if 
| the opinion which I am now endeavouring to fuppore % is 
j ‘well founded, this difeafe, it is evident, muft occafidn- 
| cally: appear under other forms. 
We have already had occafion to obferve that Lues 
| Venerea, when not interrupted in its courfe by the ufe 
| of mercury, ufually makes a certain progrefs, and that 
the fymptoms make their appearance with fome regulari- 
‘ty: But when mercury is employed, and not given in 
| quantities fufficient for eradicating the virus, although 
| all the fymptoms may thereby be fufpended, the difeafe 
| will certainly appear either in the fame or fome other 
i ‘form at fome future period. In this cafe the difeafe ge- 
| nerally {hows itfelf by one or other of the fymptoms that. 
have been defcribed, but occafionally we meet with it un- 
der a variety of other appearances ; ; the virus, inftead of 
. producing the ordinary fymptoms of Lues Venerea, tend- 
| ing rather to induce other dileafes. 
| ‘This I know is denied by many, who allege that fyphi- 
lis j is never productive of other difeafes; but I have met 
with it in fuch a-number of inflances, and thefe fo evi- 
| dently marked, that I confider the fact as certain. The 
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“ a 
virus of fyphilis will not produce any difeafe that depen 
upon a fpecific contagion, fuch as fmall-pox, meafles, 
itch, and fome others, but 1 have much reafon to think — 
that a great variety of other difeafes are induced by it. 
It may be afked in what manner can fyphilis act in produc- 
ing other difeafes, and what evidence can be given of its 
ever having done fo? In anfwer to this | may obferve, | 
that it is often difficult, and fometimes impoffible, to ex- | 
plain the action of caufes in producing difeafes. We 
may eafily, however, fuppofe, where the virus of fyphi- } 
lis exifts inthe fyftem, but not in fufhicient force to ova 
itfelf by the ufual and more obvious fymptoms of the dif- 
eafe, that it may, however in various inftances be capa- 
ble of exciting a great deal of derangement, and even 
many difeafes which otherwife might not take place, and} 
that it will more efpecially be apt to produce thofe dif-4 
eafes to which the conftitution is predifpofed, or thofe to } 
which the patient is rendered liable by expofure to parti-} 
cular occafional caufes. If the virus can exift in the fy{-| 
tem fora confiderable length of time without fhewing any } 
external mark of difeafe, and of this few I believe will} 
doubt, it is difficult to conceive that it fhould not produce } 
both general derangement and, particular organic affec-' 
tions ; and accordingly I believe that it more frequently | 
does fo than we are ufually led to imagine. ‘The evi- 
dence which I could give of this would be exceedingly 
ample, as I could relate a very extenfive collection of 
cafes in a great variety of difeafes in which it actually hap- 
pened; but the extent of this publication renders it ne-_ 
ceflary to confine the proofs of it within narrower limits. 
The difeafes induced by the venereal virus, of which I 
fhall give inflances, are pthifis, afthma, srheumatifm, 
dropfy, head-ach, epilepfy, and mania. . iy 
. In the month of O@tober 1783 I was defired to vifit a 
‘gentleman at fome diftance from town, with an extenfive 
foul ulcer upon his left fhoulder. This was mentioned 
as the moft material part of his diftrefs; but I alfo found 
that he had for feveral months laboured under all the 
moft alarming fymptoms of pthifis, fuch as fevere cough, 
fpitting of purulent matter, pains in the breaft and fides, 
night fweats, quick pulfe, and an emaciated ftate of the 


LE 


Aen 


J 


oe 


i | 


“Sect. IX. AS INBUGING @THER Diseaszs. Q1i 









{fhoulder, which, ran the great quantity 
fof matter which it difcharged, and the great length of 
§ time which it had endured, was confidered as the caufe 
f of his weaknefs as weil as of all the other fymptoms. 

: The appearance of the fore giving caufe to think that it 
f might be venereal, I mentioned this to the furgeon in 
| attendance, as weil as to my patient, with a view to dif- 
| cover. whether from the hiftory of the cafe, and from his 
| previous courfe of life there was any ground for fufpicion. 
The anfwer which I received to this: inquiry was, that 
§ foon after the firft appearance of this ulcer, about three 
years before the time of my being confulted,an ulcer 
had appeared in his throat, accompanied with fome other 
| fymptoms of fyphilis. For the removal of thefe he had 
| been put under a long courfe of mercury, which had 
| proved fuccefsful ; and.as he had not fince that period run 
any rifk of being infected he did not fuppofe it poffible 
| that the ulcer upon his ihoulder, or any of his other 
| fymptoms could be venereal. Having found, however, 
| that the mercury, although long continued, had never 
| been given in greater quantities than to render the mouth 
moderately fore, and that for a confiderable time an erup- 
| tion refembling venereal blotches had prevailed over his 
 breait and arms, 1 did not hefitate to fay that the infec- ’ 
| tion had not been eradicated, and that he ought imme- 
| diately to enter upon a full courfe of mercury. 

The chief objection to this was the debilitated ftate 
of our patient, and the quicknefs of pulfe, with other 
fymptoms of fever, which prevailed in a very confi- 
derable degree, the pulfe at this time beating up- 
wardsofi30inaminute. Even thefe confiderations, 
however, did not deter me from adviling the: ufe ar 
mercury ; having even at that time feen more than 
| one cafe Pek esp nature, where the lungs were evi- 
‘dently affected, and in which a cure: was obtained by, 
| mercury ; and judging from the whole hiftory of the 
cafe that the pthilical fymptoms might-be kept up by 
the fyphilitic virus, I obferved to my patient, that if, 
my conjecture was ‘well founded, thefe fymiptoms, as 


4 


















1212 OF Lugs VENEREA ‘Ch. Ivq 


wellas the others, would gradually abate on the mer-™ 
cury taking pea. Valo faid 6 his friends, that in® 
' fuch circumftances a mercury could not add much ¥ 
to his hazard, however feverely it might operate ;. 
the nature and feverity of his fymptoms being fuch as 
gave no caufe to imagine that he could live above a few 
weeks if fome unexpected alteration did not take place. 
The patient himfelf having readily acquiefced a courfe 
of mercury was immediately prefcribed.. At firft he rub- 
bed in a drachm of {trong mercurial ointment every even-/ 
ing. This came to be repeated morning and evening ; § 
and as his cough and fever were not increafed by it, and 
the ftate of hismofth enabling him to bear it, the quantity J 
at each application was tncreafed at the end of eight days. 
to adrachmanda half. The ulcer was drefled with com- 
mon wax ointment. About the end of a fortnight it be-7 
eame clean, which it had never before been, and any un- 
eafinefs with which it had previoufly been’accompanied. 
-wasnow removed. ‘The blotches upon his fkin had begun | 
to yield, and even the febrile fymptoms, inftead of being” 
increafed by the mercury, were fomewhat abated. His. 
mouth became exceedingly fore ; but although a good deal 
of falivation was excited the fame quantity of mercury wag _ 
continued. ‘This I was induced to infift upon from our’ 
having now yery fatisfafory evidence of all his fymptoms 
being venereal, for even the cough and purulent expecto— 
ration became moderate in proportion to the quantity of | 
mercury that was exhibited. By the end of the fixth week | 
the cough was nearly gone; the blotches were almoft en- | 
tirely removed ; the ulcer continued perfeétly clean and | 
much contracted, and his pulfe did not now beat above 
ninety ftrokes in a minute.’ : 
In the courfe of a fortnight from this time, that is, after 
he had taken mercury for the fpace of eight weeks, fcarce-" 
ly any remains of the blotches could be perceived: The 
fore was reduced to the fourth part of its original extent ; 
but about this period it became nearly flationary, for whicly 
it was touched every fecond or third day with lunar cauttic, — 
At the end of another fortnight it was completely cicatril- 
ed; but the infection having been of. long duration, I 
judged it proper to continue the mercury three weeks lon= | 
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gery being thirteen weeks in all. He had now been man 
» weeks Sntival free of cough. His pulfe was about its na- 
tural fiandapd ; and as he had been allowed nourifhing di- 
the whole courfe, he was even confiderably i im- 
n appearance and ftrength. By the beginning of 
the enfuing fummer he was equally ftrong as he had ever 
been at any period, and when I laft faw him, about three 
years ago, he had continued ey free both of Lues Ve- 

nerea and pthifis. 

In the beginning of January 1784 I was defired to vifit 
a patient newly come to town, with fores on different parts 
of his body and limbs, and he had alfo for a confiderable 
time been diftreiied with afthma. It was chiefly however 
for the fores that he applied for advice, as he had been led 
to confider afthma as a difeafe for which there was no tre- 
medy. ‘There was one large ulcer immediately above the 
great trochanter of the right thigh; one upon the middle 
-and moit prominent part of each leg, both of which pene- 
trated to the tibia ; one upon the breaft, where the fternum 
. appeared to be thickened, although not caridts ; one upon 
the right fide, upon the feventh and eighth ribs; anda 
{mall finous ulcer upon the middle and outfide of the right 
arm, which, upon probing, was found to run to the furface 
of the ulna, which was rough for the fpace of an inch. Be- 
fides thefe there were feveral {mall uleers upon the toes of 
both feet. Thefe, as well as the others, were all foul, and 
difcharged a thin, foetid matter; and being accompanied 
~ with ‘that erylipelatous kind of rednefs which frequently 
-furrounds the margins of venereal ulcers, I was thereby 
led to fufpect them tobe of a venereal nature. ‘The pati- 

ent mentioned, as reafons for thinking that I was miflaken, 
that thefe ulcers were now of feven years continuance, and 
on the fufpicion of their being venereal that he had taken 

mercury to a confiderable extent at three different times, 
each cours having been continued for nine or ten. weeks ; 
and although he had from all the three derived benefit, that . 
none of the fores had healed by the effects of any of them, 
and that ome’ of them had even ‘become worfe foon after 
the.lait courfe of shah ee ae Hee left off. The afthmatic 
fymptoms were now of five years duration. They began 
without any obvious alee and had gradually become 
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moré violent, nor had any remedy that had been employ- 


ed for them given him relief, excepting opium, and even 
this was merely temporary. Betfides a con{tant difficult 
breathing, he was liable to periodical attacks of a more fe- 
vere nature, which occafionally came to fucha height as to 
endanger fuffocation. “Thefe occurred moft frequently 
during fleep, and, for the moft part, with much regularity, 
about three o'clock in the morning. ia 

The patient, who was now about forty-five years of age, 
acknowledged that in his earlier years he had fuffered much 
from Lues Venerea, but having been led to fuppofe that 
he had already taken more mercury than was neceflary, it 
was with difficulty that I perfuaded him to enter upona 
farther courfe of it. ‘The more, however, that I heard of 
the rife and progrefs of his complaints the more I was con- 
vinced of their being venereal ; for befides the appearan- 
ces of the fores which I have mentioned, I found upon en- 
quiry that he had never taken a full courfe of mercury, 
for although it had always rendered his gums fore, he had 
never ufed it in fuch quantities as to require confinement. 
Neither had any of the attempts which had been made to 
cure the fores by externa! applications proved fuccefsful. 
A great variety had been employed, but although fome of 
thefe had rendered them more clean than they had been 
before, and procured a difcharge of better matter, no per- 
manent advantage had been derived from any of them. 

Thefe confiderations determined me to give a deci- 
five opinion on the propriety of his taking mercury in 
larger quantities than he had ever as yet done. ‘This 
induced him to agree to it, and he entered upon the 
courfe on the rath of January. At firft he rubbed in 
adrachm of mercurial ointment every night, and took 
one of the blue pills evening and morning. In the 
courfe of cight days he ufed two drachms of the oint- 
ment daily, and the fame number of pills sere con- 
_ tinued till his mouth became exceedingly fore, anda 
good deal of falivation induced which happened. at the 
end of.a fortnight., At this period the pills were left 
off, and only adrachm of the ointment employed dai- 
ly, The common wax ointment was applied to the 
fores, and renewed morning and evening. 
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ia given hin ‘oe fit hin eatineds: They had never 
| ite pain, but they were accompanied 
with an upéafy, itchy fenfation, which frequently deprived 
ely of re{t. Before the end of the third week 
vas completely removed ; the fores were become 
clean, and the difcharge of a better confiltence ; at the 
fame time that his aithmatic fymptoms were by no means 
fofevere. As by this he was convinced of the propriety 
of the courfe of mercury, he readily fubmitted to the dif- 
trefs and inconveniency which it produced, and kept his 
mouth fully affected during the whole time of it. By the 
beginning of March, that is, after having taken mercury for 
nearly feven weeks, all the fores were entirely healed ex- 
cepting that upon the outfide of the thigh and thofe upon 
the legs. Even thefe were much diminithed, and the cure 
_ in all the three feemed to be retarded only by the ftate of 
‘the bones beneath, which were found to be denuded of the 
periofteum, and even in fome parts rough. Thefe, as 
well as the others, had been dreffled with mild wax oint- 
ment from the fir{t, and excepting the laying open the fi- 
nus upon the fore arm, no farther attention had been given _ 
to any of them. He now breathed eafily and had not ex- 
perienced any fevere fit of afthma from the time that his 
mouth became firft fully affected with the mercury. 
‘The courte was carried on in the fame degree to the end 
_ of the thirteenth week, when judging from se quantity of 
mercury employed, and the regular manner in which it 
had been taken, thatthe virus by which his difeafe feemed 
_ to have been produced mutt be ‘eradicated, I caufed bim 
to leave itoff. ‘The althma was entirely gone, and all the 
fores continued firm and well, excepting the three I have 
mentioned. I now fuppoted, however, that thefe were 
- kept up entirely by the carious bones on which they were 
‘feated; andas a cure could not be looked for till the dif- 
-eafed parts exfoliated, and as this might probably be tedi- 
ous, 1 advifed him, as foon as he could with fafety venture 
upon a journey, to go home, and to do nothing with a view 
to the fores but drefling regularly with red precipitate oint- 
ment in order to prevent the growth of a fungus, with 
which all the three were covered. This, with the occafi- 
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onal ufe of calcined allum, prevented the fungus from be= ‘ 


ing confiderable; but it was not till a year had elapfed_ 


that any of the ass healed. About this period an exten- _ 


five exfoliation appeared to be coming away from the ti- 
bia of the right leg. He now came to town, and by cut- 
tinge mto it [ = it eafily out, and the fore healed in a 
fortnight. The fore on the other leg healed-in.a fimilar 
manner at the end of three or four months after a {mall 
fpiculated portion of the tibia had come away, but the ul- 
cer upon the trochanter has not healed. Several {mall 
pieces of bone have from time to time come away, but I 
conclude that more mutt be thrown out before a firm ci- 
catrix will form ; for although now reduced to the appear- 
ance of a narrow finus, which frequently heals, it always 


burits out again. It is not, however, productive of-much . 


inconvenience; and on account of the fituation of the 
bone, I think it better to truft to time alone than by means 
of any operation to attempt to promote the exfoliation of 
the difeated parts. No return of afthma has taken Prag 
and he is now in good health. 

In the month of May 1789 I was hefved to vifit a pati- 
ent, by trade a brewer, aged forty, and very corpulent. 
For feveral years he has been liable to periodical re- 
turns of aithma,. and during all that period his breath- 
. ing, had been difficult, ie? WG that he had for the 

imoft part been obli bed, to fleep nearly in an ereét pof- 
ture. He had been liable to frequent and very dif- 
trefsrul palpitation of the heart, and his pulfe was at, 
all times frequent and irregular. Other practitioners 
had previoufly been called, and, as is. ufual in fuch 

cates, different opinions were for med of the caufe of 
the difeafe. Ly fome it was confidered as gout ; others 
judged it to proceed from hydrops pectoris, while by 
fume it. was fuppofed to conilitute what of late has 
been termed angina pectoris. ‘The patient himfelf, 
however, was of opinion, that all his fymptoms ori- 
ginated from what he termed an ill-cured pox. He 
informed me that in his earlier years he had fuffered 
much from fr equent attacks of fyphilis, and not hav- 
ing taken mercury in a regular manner ; particularly 
from the laft attack, and to which this affeGtion of his 


é 
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| breathing had fucceeded : From this he was convinc- 
| ed that the virus had not been eradicated, 

No evident fymptoms of Lues Venerea, however, 
could be difcovered ; fo that I could not venture to 
advife a courfe of mercury as may patient wifhed me to 
do. _ Purgatives, diuretics, and blifters, were repeat- 
edly employed, but with no advantage; and fome re- 


| lief being derived from opiates, he was at laft induc- 


ed to truft entirely toa large dofe of laudanum taken 
at bed-time, and a lefler dofe inthe morning. In this 
fituation I left him in the month of September, nor 
had I again occafion to fee him till the month of April 
1790, when I was called on confultation with the fur- 
geon of the family for an ulcer which two months 
before had appeared upon the right fide of the nofe. 
At firft this ulceration was fo inconfiderable as {carce- 
| ly to excite his attention; but, as it foon began to 

d{pread, various applications were employed, from the 
mildeft to the ftrongeft efcharrotics; but although 
theie, with the occafional ufe of lunar cauftic, had 
proved ufeful, by preventing the growth of fungus 
| which had previoufly prevailed, {till the fore continu- 

-ed to extend, and at this time had {pread to the op- 
| pofite fide of the nofe. Upon inquiry I found that in 
| the month of November, fome days after expofure to 
infection, a chancre had appeared upon the glans pe- 
nis; but as it healed by being twice touched with 
cauftic, and which he had done without the know- 
ledge of his furgeon, he had not thought it neceflary 
to enter upon the ufe of mercury. 

At this time the difficulty of breathing and diftrefsful 
palpitation of the heart weré more fevere than they had 
ever been at any period; but the account which I had 
received of this recent infection, the progrefs which the 
| ulcer was daily making, and the inethicacy which had al- 
| ready been experienced of local applications, determined 
me to advife an immediate and full courfe of mercury. 
Being informed that mercyry did not readily affect him, 
both the internal and external ufe of it was advifed; fo 
| that in the courfe of ten days his mouth was rendered as 

fore as he could poffibly bear it, and he falivated to the 
Vigne at. Ee 
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quantity of between two and three Enelith pints a day. | 


The fore was dreffed with common wax ointment. 
In the courfe of three weeks from his entering upon’ 


the ufe of mercury the fore was confiderably diminifhed,. — 


and at the end of fix weeks it was entirely healed ; but to 
the furprife and fatisfaction of all concerned all his other 
fymptoms became better on the mercury taking effect. 


The difficulty of breathing was. foon much: relieved, the — 


palpitation vanifhed entirely, and the pulfe fell to its na~ 
tural ftandard. _ It was feveral weeks before the afthmatic’ 
affeCtion left him entirely, but this happened before’ the 
end of the courfe, which was continued to the end of the: 
third month; and he has not fince that period experienc- 
ed any return of hisdiforder. uM 

In. this laft cafe it may be a queftion whether’ the pati-- 
ent laboured under fyphilis at the time when I firft faw 
him or not : He himfelf imagined that he did; and on find- 
ing afterwards that the difeafe in his breaft was complete- 
ly removed by mercury, when rendered neceflary. by the 
prefence of a more obvious fymptom of the difeafe, I 
came alfo to be: of the fame opinion, and this induced me 
to give the mercury in large quantity, and: to continue it 
longer than would have been neceflary for the cure of a 
more recent infection. 5 Sa La Ree er 

In March 1787 I was confulted by a gentleman of for- 
tune in the fouth of England. His cafe. was defcribed to. 
be a fevere: rheumatic affeCtion, with which, he had been 
afflicted for the fpace of eighteen months. After mucl 
expofure to. cold and wet weather in the courfe: of hunting, 
he was attacked with fevere pains in all his: joints, parti- 
cularly in the fhoulders, wrifts, knees, and ancles. ‘Chefe: 
continued in fome degree from the firft approach of the 
difeafe, but he had occafionally- been: diftreffed. with fe- 
vere, pains in his back, loins, and hip-joints, to fuch a 
degree as not tobe able to move for two or three weeks: 
together but with an unfupportable increafe of pain. His 
fingers and. tces alfo became fwelled and painful; and as. 





the balls of the great toes had been particularly affeQed — 


his diforder by fome had been confidered as gout. At the 
time of my being confulted the joints of his fingers were 
fo much. fweiled that he could, not even fign his name, but. 
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the chief caufe of his diftrefs at that time wasa {welling of 
his right knee. ‘The {welling and pain in his other joints 
_ had at different periods prevailed in various degrees ; they 
even at times left him entirely ; but thejright knee had 
continued fwelled and painful from the firft, and at this 
period it was reprefented as being nearly double the fize 
of the other. ‘There was accordingly much tenfion, and 
avery extenfive fluctuation ‘had for feven or eight weeks 
been difcovered in the fuperior part of the tumour. The 
fkin, however, was no where difcoloured. He was at this 
time thirty-two years of age. When firft attacked with the 
diforder he was full and vigorous, but now much ema- - 
ciated. His pulfe, however, was good, for although for 
a confiderable time a good deal of fever prevailed, it had 
now left him entirely, his fkin-was cool, and his pulfe be- 
tween feventy and eighty in a minute. : 
~The remedies he had employed were thefe: At firft he | 
was repeatedly blooded; the pained parts had been rub- 
bed with a variety of ftimulating applications, fuch as vo- 
-latile liniment and tin@ture of cantharides, and blifters had 
been frequently applied.. He had taken James's powders, 
camphors, and opium ; but the latter being the only reme- 
dy from which he derived relief, the others had long been 
difufed. Sixty drops of laudanum taken at bed-time, and 
twenty-five in the morning kept him for the moft part to- 
lerably eafy, but he experienced much diitrefs whenever 
thefe were omitted. Whe following is the advice which 
I propofed to him : 3 | | 
1. That twodrachms of a weak mercurial ointment, 
containing only a fifth part of mercury, ihould be rubbed 
upon the {welling of his knee evening and morning for the 
{pace of twenty minutes each time, and continued five or 
fix weeks if it did not excite falivation. (el 
2. That he fhould ufe a warm bath of fea-water every 
fecond night: "The whole body to remain immerfed for 
the {pace of twenty-five minutes, or halfan hour, anda 
| quantity of the warm water to be poured from the height 
of three or four feet upon the fwelled knee at each time of 
ufing the bath. © , AONE Me Yee 3 
3. Inftead of laudanum at bed-time, that he fhould take 
fifteen or twenty grains of Dover's powder. — z 
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4. That he fhould wear flannel riext his fkin, not only 
upon the difeafed knee, but over his whole body. | 

. If by thefe means the {welling did not’ abate in 
the courfé of four or five weeks, that blifters fhould 
be applied toit; the firft to be applied upon that part 
of it in which the fluctuation was difcovered, and the 
others alternately on each fide of the joint, 

I heard again from him in the month of June, when 

he informed me that he had been prevented from 
ufing the mercury by a phyfician who had been con- 
fulted on the receipt of my opinion, Being afraid 
that his debility might be increafed by the mercury, 
he had defired that it might not be ufed, but all the 
other parts of the courfe which I had pointed out had | 
been complied with. His general ftate of health was 
better, and by the ufe of the warm bath and Dover’s 
powder his pains had been much relieved, but they 
always recurred on thefe remedies being ‘laid afide, 
and the {welling of the knee was nearly in the fame. 
ftate as when he firft applied tome. Befides this, he 
had been attacked with a painful {welling on the up- 
per part of his right fhoulder, which, after becoming 
red and tender, had ended in an extenfive foul ulcer, 
This giving rife to much anxiety, for the fore was 
daily becoming deeper, he was particularly anxious to 
have fome remedy pointed out for it. — 
- Inreturn to this, I defired that the mercury ceiinict 
Rill be employed with a view to remove or leffen the 
fwelling of the knee, and I gave him formule of dif- 
ferent ointments as dreffings for the fore on the fhoul- 
der. I faid, however, that he muft depend chiefly on 
the fargeon ’ in attendance for the treatment of this 
fore; but being within forty or fifty miles of London, 
I advifed him, if he did not foon get better, to go 
there for the advantage of a confultation, 

Idid not hear of him again till the month of Sep- 
viene’: when he arrived in Fdinburgh. He now in- 
formed me that he had gone to London on the receipt 
of my fecond letter, and. that he had been advifed to 
the ufe’ of guiacum ; a deep-feated pea iffue had been 
inferted on the infide of the fwelled knee ; and differ- 
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“ent ointments had been given him to apply i in fuccef 


‘fion to the fore on the fhoulder. Having continued, 
| however, under the regular application of thefe for 


upwards op two months, and no advantage accruing 


| from them, he detérmined at laft on coming here. 
‘The pains over his joints were fill very univerfal, al- 


moft every joint being more or le{s fwelled, but they 


| were not any where fo fevere as they had at ‘firft been, 
The fwelling on the knee was very confiderable, and 
a flu€tuation was perceived, reaching from the patch 
la, beneath the rectus mufcle, nearly to the middle of 
| the thigh. ‘The fkin, however, was not difcoloured, 

and the joint was fill in fome degree capable both of 


flexion and extenfion. But the fymptom which gave 


_ him moft uneafinefs was the ulcer upon his fhoulder, 
which had now extended from the top of the fhoulder 
over the clavicle, and down to the middle of the hu- 
merus. It had already deftroyed fome part of the del- 


toid mufcle, by which the motion of the arm was 


much impeded, and a confiderable portion of the cla- 
vicle was become carious, 


This ulcer he had lately been informed was of a 


| {erophulous nature, but as to me it had many of the 
| appearances of a mencredl fore, I decidedly faid fo, and 


on inguiry I found that there was {fill farther Banta 


| of fufpicion.. Abont thrée months before he was firfk 
attacked with rheumatif{m two {mall chancres appear- 
ed upon the penis, which were removed in the courfe 
of eight or ten days by the application of cauftic, and 


the ufe of a very-fmall quantity of mercury. "The, 


quantity he could not exactly afcertain, but he knew, 
| that he had not taken it for a week,and that his mouth 
had never been fore with it. I alte found, that near-. 


ly about the time at which his fhoulder became fore. 


an eruption had appeared upon different parts of his 


body, particularly among his hair and on his breait, 


but which till now he had not mentioned, as he eh 


not fuppofed it to be of any importance. ‘This, hew- 


ever, along with the other circumftances of his fitua- 
tion, determined me to advife a full courfe of mercu- 
ry, and which he the more readily agreed to from eve- 
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ry A doec remedy which had hitherto been tried hay - 
ing proved ineffectual, | 

He entered upon this courfe on the fixth of Oss 
ber. At firft halfa drachm of the blue ointment was 
rubbed in evening and morning, and one of the blue 
pills, with two grains of opium, were given at bed- 
time. The opium was neceflary not only for pre- 
venting purging, but from the patient having been in 


the habit of taking it. At the end often days, as the | 


mouth was not affected, nor any other fymptom pro- 
duced by the mercury, the quantity both of pills and 
ointment was doubled. This, in the courfe ofa fort- 
night, rendered the mouth exceedingly fore, and pro- 
duced fome falivation ; but the uneafinefs ‘excited by 
this was amply compenfated by the relief which he 


had obtained. Although the pains in his joints had | 
abated they had ftill given him much diitrefs. “Chis — 
was almoft entirely removed in the courfe of a day or , 


two after his mouth became evidently affected, and 
being anxious to avoid the habit of taking opium, I 
found at the end of another week that he had left it 
off, and that he flept better without it than he had 
done for two years before. Still the knee continued 
nearly of the fame fize, but the fore on the fhoulder 
was much better, Under the fame drefiings which he 
had for fome time been ufing the furface of the fore 
foon became clean, the difcharge was of a better con- 


fiftence, and Get lefs offenfive, and 1 in fome partst new | 


granulations had begun to appear, 





The mercury was continued in fuch quantities to 


the end of the third month as was neceflary to keep 
the mouth completely fore during the whole period, 

and during the courfe of the laft nae thefe months he 
drank daily an Englith quart of a ftrong decottion of 
farfaparilla, suiacum, and mezereon.* Atthe end of 
fix weeks all the fwellings of the fmaller joints, parti- 
cularly thofe of the fingers, were entirely removed, 

and even the fulnefs of the knee was confiderably re- 
duced. The fore on the fhoulder was already con: 


* Vide Appendix, Vol. I. No. 46. 
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tracted to one half of its former fize, and at the end 
_ of another fortnight the whole of it was cicatrifed ex- 
_ cépting thofe parts feated upon the carious part of the 
clavicle. At this time too the knee had affumed a 
\ very different appearance. It was not only much 
| - jeffened but the fluétuation above the patella was en- 
tirely gone. No application had been made to it but 
a portion of the mercurial ointment, which, morning 
. and evening, was rubbed upon it. In the courfe of 
» the tenth week a thin, long exfoliation took place 
- from the clavicle, and the fmall fore which remained 
, healed in a few days thereafter. He continued here 
for feverg] weeks after the courfe was over, and on 
_ going away, although the knee was about an inch in 
_ circumference larger than the other, it gave him no 
: uneafinefs, not even in walking; but.a very confider-_ 
| able degree of ftiffhefs remained in the joint of the 
right fhoulder, and which I informed him might pro-. 
bably continue Hoe a great length of time, perhaps even 
_ for life, owing to a confiderable portion of the deltoid 
Bitter having been deftroyed by the ulcer, In order 
to leffen this ftiffnefs as much as poffible, I defired, as 
foon as the fkin was fufficiently firm to admit of ry ih 
that the whole fhoulder and arm fhould be ‘rubbed 
“evening and morning with fome emollient oil, and if 
/ no relief was obtained from this, that he fhould go to 
Bath, and have the warm waters of that place pump- 
ed upon it. I found, however, after two years had 
elapfed, although in every other refpect he continued 
well, that his fhoulder remained in nearly the fame _ 
fate. " 
_ Many cafes have ey odie my care of venereal pains 
which tefembled rheumatifm fo much that it was difficult 
‘to diftin guifh of what nature they were ; but in a great pro- 
| portion of thefe, circumftances were difcovered upon en- 
| quiry, by which the diftinétion was fufficiently well mark- 
j}ed. In this, however, as well as in fome others which I 
have met with, the fymptoms were fora long while fo evi- 
| dently rheumatic that there was not the leaft caufe to fuf- 
pect them to be venereal. Venereal pains almoft univer- 
| fally fix upon the middle parts of limbs; very rarely up- 
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on the joints only. Now in this cafe the joints only were 
affected, as very commonly happens in rheumatifm, and 
the patient having been much expofed to the moft fre- 
quent caufe of that difeafe, while no fymptom occurred 
that had any appearance of being venereal till thefe pains 
had continued upwards of twenty months. The ulcer on 
the fhoulder was the firft fymptom that created fufpicion ; 
for when I prefcribed the mercurial ointment, it was not, 
f mult acknowledge, from thinking that the patient was — 
infected with Lues Venerea, but from experience of its 
‘utility in fimilar affeCtions of the joints proceeding from 
other caufes. 3 Me 
An officer of the navy, who had been expofed to hard 
fervice*both in the Eaft and Weit Indies was f€ized with | 
fevere rheumatic pains in {pring 1782. At firft they were 
confined to the large joints, but afterwards a forene{s pre- 
vailed over his whole body. He was about forty years of | 
age, and till this time he had been ftrong and healthy. _ 
All the remedies ufually employed in rheumatifm were 
advifed. Flannel was applied, and the pained parts were 
rubbed with a variety of {timulating applications ; blifters . 
were applied to the parts that were moft painful; fudori- 
cs were ufed in various forms ; and in the courfe of the 
‘irit three years he had ufed a great variety of baths. He 
bathed at firft in warm falt-water, and afterwards went both 
te Buxton and Bath; and he had laft of all ufed the cold 
bath. No advantage, however, was obtained from any of 
thefe ; and at laft the only remedy which he employed 
wasa large dofe of laudanum at bed-time. Oh ae 
He had frequently been liable to pain and fome degree 
of fulnefs in the region of the liver, which he attributed to — 
iis relidence in India. ‘This, however, never gave him 
much uneafinefs, till the winter of 1785; when a foft dif- | 
fuled iwelling, larger than it had ever been, and accom- © 
panied with fome pain, was perceived exaétly on the fite 
of the liver. The tumour became larger, and at laft a — 
fluctuation of matter was perceived in it. In this fitua-_ 
tion I firft faw him in the month of April; and the chief © 
reafon of my being called was to judge of the propriety of 
difcharging the matter by an operation. This, however, 
I found to be inadmiffible. “The matter lay fo deep that 
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it did not point any where, and the fluctuation was very 
ob{curely felt: I therefore in the mean time advifed, that 
mercury, which he was then taking, fhould be given in 
greater quantities; fo as to render his mouth completely 
fore, and, as he was much reduced in ftrength, that his 
conftitution fhould be fupported with light nourifhing 
food. ee Oy: 

As he lived at a confiderable diftance I did not expect 
to fee him again, neither did I hear any thing of him till 
the month of February thereafter when I was again defir- 
ed to vilit him. A gonfiderable change had taken place 
in the nature of his complaints, and the following is the 
account which I received of it. His mouth had been 
rendered moderately fore with mercury, and in this fitu- 
ation it was kept for three weeks ; but as it then gave him 
_fevere pains in his bowels, accompanied with purging, 

he did not afterwards ufe it in fuch quantities; nor was it 
judged neceffary to do-fo, as the {welling, for which it 
was prefcribed, was almott entirely carried off by what 
had already’ been done. It was therefore giveri in fuch 
quantities, as his ftomach and bowels could eafily bear; | 
and this being continued for the {pace of a month longer, 
that is, for fix or feven weeks in all, it was then left off. 
During this courfe of mercury the pains which had fo 
long diftrefled him were much lefs fevere, and at one pe- 
riod they had left him almoft entirely. While the weather 
“continued mild in fummer and harveit they did not re- 
cur; but about the end of October they became more 
févere than they had ever before been. A few weeks, 
however, previous to this, fymptoms of a more hazard- 
ous nature had made their appearance. Inthe month of 
September he was attacked with anafarcous {wellings of 
his legs, and foon thereafter with afcites, which, notwith- 
{ftanding the ufual remedies employed in fuch cafes, in- 
creafed fo quickly, that in the courfe of feven or eight 
weeks from the firlt approach of the fwelling, it became 
neceflary to draw the water off from the legs by punc- 
tures; and by the middle of December the diftenfion of 
the abdomen was fo confiderable that the operation of 
tapping was judged advifeable. ‘Thefe operations, how- 
ever, had procured only a temporary relief, for although 
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the punctures had been frequently repeated, his legs, at 
the time of my being called to him, were much fwelled, 
and his abdomen was more diftended than at any period — 
before the-operation. 3 

The chief” reafon, however, of my adyice being taken 
at this time, was the appearance of fome hard painful tu- 
mours upon his forehead, legs, and arms, one of which 
upon his right arm on the outfide of the ulna, and ano- 
other on the upper part of the os frontis, had burft fome 
weeks before, and were now difcharging a confiderable 
quantity of a thin foetid matter. ‘The others, viz. two 
upon his forehead, one upon his left arm, and one upon 
each leg were become very painful, and thofe on the 
head were difcoloured, and contained fuch a quantity of 
matter as gave reafon to think that they would alfo burft. 
The patient was at this time much emaciated, but he had 
no fever, and his fkin was fofter and his difcharge of 
urine more plentiful than they generally are in dropfical 
complaints. 

As the tumours refembled venereal nodes, and as the 
peculiar foetor of the difcharge from the ulcers, together 
with their floughy appearance, gave farther caufe of fuf- 
picion, I found, upon enquiry, that in September 1781, 
about fix months before he was attacked with rheumatifm, 
chancres appeared upon his penis, and a bubo in each 
gtoin, but that thefe fymptoms were eafily removed by 
the ufe of a {mall quantity of mercury, and a fhort con- 
finement of eight or ten days, and that he had not fince 
that period run any rifk of being infected ; that no other 
fymptoms of the difeafe had appeared upon him, and that 
the only mercury he had ufed was that which was pre- 
{cribed for the affection of his liver. 

I now began to fufpect even that the rheumatifm with 
which he had fo long been diftrefled was of the fyphilitic 
kind, and my reafons for doing fo were apparently con- 
claufive. ‘here was full evidence of infection being com- 
municated while it did not appear that he ‘had taken half 
the quantity of mercury which the nature of the fymp- 
toms that enfued would have required. Thefe pains oc- 
curred at fuch a diftance from the other fymptoms as. 
tended to confirm the fufpicion. They had not been re- 
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lieved by any of the remedies which in the ordinary form 
of rheumatifm prove for the moft part ufeful, while they 
were for fome time almoft entirely removed by the mer- 
cury employed for the difeafed flate of his liver. Thefe 
confiderations, connected with the prefent appearances 
of the tumours and ulcers, determinéd me to fay that he 
was poxed, and that he fhould begin to the ufe of fuch a 
quantity of mercury as his prefent fituation would admit 
immediately upon the water in his abdomen being taken 
off, and which was done that very day. : 

Being afraid in his prefent ftate of debility of irritat- 
ing his bowels by the internal exhibition of mercury, he 
was defired to ufée it in the form of union only; and 
his legs being {till much fwelled and tender, he was made 
to rub it upon his arms and abdomen. Inthe courfe of 
afew days his mouth became fore, and at the end of a 
fortnight he difcharged three or four Englifh pints of fa- 
liva daily. ‘This was more than we wifhed for, and he 
was defired to leffen the quantity of mercury 5 but as his 
pains were foon almoft entirely removed, and the diftrefs 
which he had experienced from the tumours and ulcers 
being alfo much leffened, he was thereby fo much con- 
vinced of the propriety of his prefent treatment that it 
was with fome difficulty he was prevented from carrying 
the courfe of mercury too far. Care, however, being 
taken, to fupport him with a light nourifhing diet, and 
with a liberal ufe of wine, of which he took a bottle daily, 
he was enabled to bear the effects of mercury better than 
one in his ftate of health might otherwife have been ex- 
pected to do. At the end of eight weeks, during which 
period his mouth had been kept conftantly and fully af- 
fected, he had ufed twelve ounces of {trong mercurial 
ointment. His pains were now entirely gone ; the ulcers 
were cicatrifed ; and the tumours were fo completely re- 
moved, that excepting thofe on the fore part of the legs, 
none of them had left any fulnefs by which their former 
fituations could be difcovered. ‘The matter contained in 
thofe upon the forehead, and which at one period was 
juft ready to burft out, was entirely abforbed, and only 
a flight difcolouring of the fkin remained; but what was 
{till more remarkable, no {welling had as yet occurred in 
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the abdomen, and the anafarcous fulnefs of his legs and 
thighs was almoft entirely gone, although the punctures 
laft made in them had been healed upwards of three 
weeks. The mercury was continued for five weeks long- 
er, during which period four ounces of ointment was rub- 
bed in, by which the mouth was kept as fore as the pa- 
tient could poffibly bear it; and when at the end of the 
thirteenth week the mercury was left off no collection 
~ could be perceived in the abdomen; and excepting a 
flight degree of edema on the upper part of the feet, they 
were altogether free of fwelling. Even this difappeared 
in the courfe of a few weeks; and at the end of three 
years, when I had laft an opportunity of hearing of him, 
he remained in good health. — | 

The circumitances of this cafe, while they give _ 
much caufe to think that hydropic fymptoms may be 
induced by the virus of Lues Venerea, tend allo to 
fhew that: mercury given in fufficient quantity acts 
with equal certainty in removing them asin the cure 
of any fymptom of the difeafe,. They alfo evince the 
power of mercury in thecure of that affection of the 
liver to which many are liable who have refided in 
the Eaft Indies ; and that even the moft advanced fta- 
ges of that diforder may be removed by a quantity of 
mercury that will not be fuflicient for the cure of 
Lues Venerea. It alfo appears, from the refult of 
this cafe, that the matter which fometimes forms in 
venereal nodes may be collected in contiderable quan- 
tity, and yet carried off by mercury. It may be pro- 
per, however, to remark, that where this takes place 
the tumours in which the matter is contained. begin 
to diminifh almoft as foon as there is evidence of the 
mercury having entered the fyftem; and that when 
they do not diminifh the matter fhould be difcharged 
by a proper opening, in order to prevent it from af- 
fecting the bone beneath. | 

About two years ago I was defired by a gentleman 
to vilit his wife, who I found had been liable for more 
than a year to what the confidered as {corbutic {pots 
upon different parts of her body, one of which, feat- 
ed on the fternum, had about three months before 
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ended in an ulcer, At firft the fore did not exceed. 
the fize of a fixpenny piece; but at this time it was 
very extenfive, reaching from one mamma to the 
other, and almoft from the-inferior point of the fter- 
num to the top of it. It was foul, and difcharged a 
thin feetid fanies. For upwards of three years fhe had 
been diftreffed with almoft a conftant head-ach,which 
occafionally was fo fevere as to deprive her entirely 
of fleep for many days together, and on fome occafi- 
ons nearly of her reafon. It did not, like the aguifh 
head-ach, fix upon one ipot, but affected every part of — 
the head alike. She was now about thirty years .of 
age, and her menftrual flux regular. ‘Till attacked 
with thefe head-achs fhe was healthy and rather cor- 
pulent; but now fhe was much reduced, being almott. 
entirely confined to bed with the violence of the pain, 
and fhe had {carcely any defire for food. Blood-letting, 
blifters, bark, cold-bathing, and a variety of nervous 
medicines, had all been tried in vain. 

The eruption upon the fkin, as wellas the ulcer on 
the breait, having the true venereal afped, I-enquired 
of the hufband whether he had of late been infected 
or not: He faid that he had not, but he candidly in- 
formed me, that foon after his marriage, which hap- 
pened more than four years before, and when he had 
no reafon to think that he was infected, for he had no 
connection with any woman for a fortnight before 
marriage, and after having remained well for a fort- 
night thereafter, a chancre had appeared upon the pre- 
putinm. Immediately upon this being perceived he 
applied to a furgeon and was cured; and-he had eve- 
ry reafon to think that his wife had efcaped;.for al- . 
though fhe had complained of a forenefs in the puden- 
dum-about the fame period,it had gone fo entirely off 
without any mercury being given, that the furgeon, 


by whofe advice he was directed, had affured him, it 


muft have proceeded from fome other caufe. Healfore- 
collected that foon thereafter a painful tumour had 
formed in one of her groins; but as it alfo went off 
without coming to fuppuration, and without the aiflift- 
ance of mercury, he had fuppofed even that this fymp- 
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tom could be venereal, particularly as fhe continued 
in perfect health till attacked with the head-ach 3 and 
no fymptom of pox had ever appeared upon her, un- 
lefs the eruption and ulcer already deteribed fhould be 
of that nature. 
From the whole of this hiftory, the probability of 
the wife being infected with the venereal difeate, and 
the neceflity of a mercurial courfe were abundantly 
evident. Mercury wasaccordingly exhibited. Opi- 
um, which fhe, had hitherto employed for leffening 
the violence of her head-ach was continued, while the 
fore was drefled with common wax ointment. Her 
mouth became fore in the courfe of a few days, and 
before the end of a fortnight fhe was under fome de- 
gree of falivation. The eruption foon began to lef- 
fen, and the fore from being exceedingly foul became 
clean and florid, at the fame time that the head-achs, 
for which no cure was expected, left her entirely : 
the mouth was kept completely affefted ; the blotch- 
es difappeared altogether in the courfe of fix or feven 
weeks, but the ulcer was not cicatrifed till the end of 
the eleventh week. ‘The mercury being continued 
three weeks longer was then laid afide, and neither 
the head-ach or other fymptoms have finee recurred. 
In the month of July 1781 young man about feventeen 
years of age was put under my Care in a very miferable fi- 
tuation. ‘The account which I received from his parents. 
was, that till his fourteenth year he was remarkably ftrong 
and healthy, and exceedingly clever. About that period | 
he became délicate, and was taken from {chool, in order to 
have full attention paid to his health. Wornie: and a va- 
riety of other caufes were fufpected to give rife to this ftate 
of delicacy, and various remedies were employed without 
effe@, when after two years had nearly elapfed fores ap- 
peared on different hi of his body ; his eyes became ten- 
der and inflamed, and at lait he loft the ufe of one eye en- — 
tirely, and about a year before I faw him he had been at- 
tacked with fevere fits of epilepfy, which for the laft two 
months had recurred feveral times a-day. He was now. 
much emaciated, but his pulfe was good, and the fits had 
not impaired his judgment. 
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‘Till this time he had been under the management of a 
phyfician, a relation of his own, who confidering the com- 
plaint to be {crophulous, had prefcribed bark, fteel, cicuta, 
and fea-bathing ; all of which, as well as different remedies 
for the epileptic fits, having been tried in vain, al! hopes 
of a cure were loft, and for a long while nothing had been 
employed. My opinion was afked on account of the ul- 
cers, fome of which had of late become fo painful that 
large dofes of laudanum were required to procure reft. 
Befides feyeral {mall ulcerated {pots, there was at this time 
feven large foul ulcers on different parts of his body, none 
of which had given him much uneatinefs while not deeper 
than the cellular fubftance ; but having in different parts 
penetrated into the fubftance of mufcles, they began now 
to impede the motion of the parts on which they were feat- 
ed, which added much to the diftrefs which they excited. 
His left eye exhibited a very fingular appearance. It was 
fomewhat enlarged, and that part of the tunica conjunctiva, 
which in a ftate of health is white, was of a deep red co- 


~ lour, while all the prominent part of.the cornea oppofite 


to the pupil was much thickened, and white like paper. 
He ftill' retained the fight of his right eye, which, howe- 
ever, was much inflamed, and i in a flate of great irritabili- 
ty. 

As the ulcers had a venereal appearance, Aetdulaely 
one upon the right fide of his nofe, and another on one of 


his temples, where it had penetrated to the mutcle, I faid 


fo to the young man himfelf, and he confeffed that he had all 
along been afraid of his difeafe being of that nature, but 
not being certain of this being the cafe, and afraid of in- 
curring the difpleafure of his parents, he had never till 
now, that enquiry was made concerning it, had the refolu- 
tion to {peak of it. he information he gave me was, that 
when he was about fourteen years of age he was infected 
by a woman with whom he had connection, and that his 
fymptoms had been fores upon the penis and a {welling in 


the groin. Thefe, by the ufe of mercury, which he re- 


ceived from a young man, at that time a ftudent in the uni- 
verfity, were removed; but as be had not taken it ina 
regular manner, and only in fmall quantity, he had always 
entertained fufpicicns of the {ymptoms whieh enfued be- 


a 
! 
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ing the confequence of this infection.’ I now decidedly 
faid that he ought immediately to take mercitry, and he 
entered upon the ufe of it that very evening. It was em- 
ployed in the form of unction, and all the fores, excepting 
that upon his nefe, were drefled with common ceraté, the 
only application which he had hitherto made to them. As 
the ulcer upon his nofe had already begun to disfigure his 
face, I advifed it to be touched with cauttic every fecond . 
or third day, in order to ftop the progrefs of the difeafe 
as quickly as poffible, and befides this it was dreffed with 
bafilicon and precipitate. Asthe mercury did not readi- 
ly affect his gums he was defired to take two of the blue pills 
every night at bed-time, and to continue to rub in the 
fame quantity of ointment which he had ufed from the 
firft, viz. a drachm evening and morning. In the fpace 
of three weeks from the commencement of the courfe a 
confiderable falivation was induced, which was afterwards 
kept up by the undtion alone till the end of the fifteenth 
week. ‘The ulcers had become clean, and put on a heal- 
ing appearance foon after the mouth became fore, and by 
the end of the ninth week they were all cicatrifed; but the 
infection having been of very long duration, and the fymp- 
toms more inveterate than ufual, I did not think it proper 
to advife the ufe of mercury to be fooner left off. 

‘Ube moft remarkable circumftance, however, in this 
cafe was, the cure which took place during the courfe of 
mercury of the fits of epilepfy. In lefs than three weeks 
they became lets frequent, and not fo violent as they had_ 
been before, and by the end of the fixth week they did not 
recur above once in three or four days. Long before the 
courfe was finifhed they vanifhed entirely, nor was he ever 
diftrefled with them afterwards. His left eye {till continu- 
ed white and opake, but the inflammation of the other be- 

‘ing removed, he foon recovered the free power of vifion, 
_ of which he liad long been entirely deprived. 

A married lady, twenty-{ix years of age, after being for 
fome time diftrelfed with fevere head-aches; was attacked 
with epileptic fits, which at firft were neither frequent nor 
fevere, but recurred at laft fo often that the was common- 
ly feized with three, four, oreven more, daily. Prepara- 
tions of copper and other remedies were employed withi- 
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out effe&. In other refpeéts her health was good, till at 
laft, after the fits had been more than ufually fevere for 


eight or ten days, fhe became fuddenly lunatic, from which 
time the epileply did not recur. 

In this fituation fhe was kept at Hal for. thinee or four 
ei ha, but there being no profpect of her recovering, fhe 
was at laft put under the care of a family accuftomed. to 


take charge of lunatics. As her keepers were defired to 


apply to me in the event of her health requiring any parti- 
cular attention, [ was called to her after {he had remained 
with them about two years, in. order to give directions for 


the management of fome fores which had appeared in dif- 
ferent parts of her body a confiderable time before. Be- 


fides feveral fmall foul ulcers upon her toes and feet, there 


_wasa large one upon the wrift of her right arm; one up- 


on her fide, which had penetrated nearly to tHe ribs, and 








two upon the upper and back part of her head, where the 
cranium was found.to. be carious. Thefe ulcers, they in- 
| formed me, were preceded by an eruption, which they 
| contidered to be fcorbutic, but which I found upon infpec- 
tion tobe venereal. On this being ftated to her hufband, 
| he acknowledged that fhe might have been infected by hich; 
- but as fhe had never complained of any of the fymptoms 
| of Lues Venerea, he had hoped that fhe had efcaped. 


A courfe of mercury was advifed, but as her luna- 


| cy was of the moft unmanageable kind, fhe could not 

be made either to take the medicine inwardly, or to 

|}admit of the external application by unation. The 

latter might have been done by force, but the trouble 

| of fecuring her twice a-day for that purpole would 
have been confiderable. 


Finding that fhe, was fond of oatmeal porridge, the 
was allowed to take them both to breakfaft and fup- 


‘per, and with each meal her keeper was defired to 
/mix a f{poonful of a watry folution of corrofive fubli- 


mate, in which was contained three quarters of a grain 
of this preparation. No obvious effec appeared trom 


it till nearly the end of the third week, when her 


breath became aifected, and her gums fore and {pon- 


|} ey ; but although the fame quantity of mercury was 
| continued, no falivation took place. Simple dreflings 
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were applied to the fores. It became neceffary, how- 
‘ever, to make an incifion along a confiderable part of 
the left parietal bone, in order to difcharge a quantity | 
of fetid matter which had lodged between the tegu- 
ments and a portion of that bone which was carious, 
All the reft of the fores foon put on a healing appear- 
ance. In the courfe of nine weeks they were com- 
pletely healed, and during this period the maniacal 
fymptoms alfo abated. In lefs than three weeks from 
the above period fhe became perfectly well, and no ap- 
pearance of lunacy has fince taken place, although fe- 
veral years have elapfed. “Fhe fore upon the left fide 
of the head continued dpen for eight or nine months 
after the mercurial courfe was finifhed, owing to an | 
extenfive exfoliation from the parietal bone, which: 
could ‘not poliibly be accomplifhed fooner. 

Thefe, as I have already obferved, are only a few 
of a confiderable number of cafes of a fimilar nature 
which I might relate ; but as the evidence which thefe 
afford, of the opinions which I have fuggefted being 
well founded, may be confidered as fufficient ; any 
farther argument would be unneceflary. The hifto-— 
ries which I have given are in proof, that the fyphili- 
tic virus may remain fora great length of time in the 
fyftem, without producing any of the ordinary fymp- 
toms of Lues Venerea: That other difeafes altogether 
different from Lues Venerea in the form under which 
it ufually appears, are, in fome inftances, induced by 
this virus. That the quantity of mercury common-_ 
ly given in what is termed an alterative courfe may 
be fufficient for curing the exifting fymptoms of Lues 
Venerea, and yet altogether inadequate, however long 
continued, forremoving the difpofition. And laftly, 
although a courfe of the alterative kind may repeated-_ 
ly fail, that the fyphilitic difpofition, as well as the | 
worft fymptoms of the difeafe, may be removed by 
the proper exhibition of a full quantity of mercury. 
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f fi HIS Appendix contains formule of injeétions and other remedies 
for Gonorrhea, enumerated in the preceding work, 
No. 1. R. Calomel. pp. 3 ii. 3 3 
Mucilag. gum arab, 3 ii. et adde, 
Ag. rofar. 3 iv. 


No. 2. R. Calomel. pp*’. 3 ii. 
Balfam. copaib. 3 1. 
Vitell, ovi. 3 fs. M. et adde paulatim 
Aq. rofar, 3 iv. 


No, 3. R. Hydrargyr. purif. 3 ii. 
Mucilag. arab. 3 it. M. S. A. et adde. 
Aq, deftillal. 3 iv. : 


Thefe formule of mercurial injections feem to a@t, as 1 have elfewhere 
obferved, altogether as aftringents. ‘They excite little or no irritation, 
and when they prove fuccefsful they commonly do fo in the fpace of a 
day or two. In all of them the mixture requires to be fhaked when ufed ; 
for even with the affiftance of mucilage the mercury fubfides fo quickly 
that fcarcely any ot it will enter the fyringe, if this precaution be 
Omitted. 


_ Inftead of mucilage, prefcribed in No. 3, I have fometimes employed 
honey. ‘ This proves more expeditious for extinguifhing the mercury, 
but the injeGtion prepared with it excites more pain. Whether mucil- 
age or honey Le employed, the mercury fhould be very completely 
titured. s 
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No. 4, R. Lap. calamin pp". D ii. 
Balfam. copaib.3i. | 
~Mucilag. arab. 3 ii Me S. Av etalde. 
Aq, fonta®. 3 iv. 


No. 5. R. Lap. tutie pp*t. D il. 
Mucilag. arab. 2 ii, M. et adde. 
Aq. fontan. 3 iv. 

No, 6. R. Lap, calam. pptt. 3 iv. , 

Camphor. in pauxil, f{pirit. vin. reét. folut. 3 i, 

Mucilag. arab, 3 iv..M. et adde aq. fontan, f vi, 

Ut fiat injedtio. 


In No. 4, quantity of the aftringent earth is fo fmall that it may be 
well mixed with the liquid at the time of ufing it, but in Nos. 5 and 6, 
where there is a greater proportion of earth, after fhaking the phial, it 
‘fhould be allowed to fubfide for the fpace of a minute before filling the 
fyringe, In this manner the finer particles only of the earth are thrown 
into the urethra; and it commonly proves as effe€tual as when the whole 
of it is ufed. 





No, 7. Re Alumen, 3:ifs. 
Solve in aq, diftillat, 3 viii. 


No, 8, _R, Cortic, quercus 3 i. : | 
, Cog. in aq. fontan. 3 xx. ad, 3 xvi, colature adde, 
Pulv. alumen, 3 ii. 


No. g. R. Gall. quercus contuf, 3 i. . - 
Cog, in ag. fontan. 3 xxx, ad, 3 xx. cola et adde, 
Pulv, alumen, 3, iii. . 


No, 10. R, Kin. pulv, 3 ii, 
Mucilag, arab, 3 i. M, in mortario et adde aq, fontan, 
bul. % x. ; 


No, 11. R. Kin. pulv. 5 ii, 

Pauly. alumen, 3 i. 

Opii. D ii. 
Mucilag. arab, 3 i. M. et adde, 
Aq, fontan, bul. 3 x, 


No. 12. R. Opii. 3 i. folve in aq. font, 3 vi. 


No. 13. R. Ag. rofar. 3 vii. fs, hs 
Tinétur, thebaic. 3 fs. M. 


In a great proportion of cafes opium’ diflolved in water anfwers the | 
purpofe; but in a few inftances I have found the fpirituous tinfiure, in 


the proportions here-mentioned, prove more effectual, 
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No. 14. R. Balfam. canadens: 
Vel. copaib. 3 ill. 
Vieell. ovi. 3 fs. M. et adde. — 
Aq. rofar. 3 vi. 


When the balfam and yolk of an egg are previoufly well rubbed toge- 
ther, the water may be mixed with them focompletely that no great de- | 
gree of feparation will afterwards take place; but to prevent any incon- 
venience which might enfue from the balfam getting to the top of the 
mixture, it fhould always be well fhaked immediately before the fyringe 
is filled with it. ; 


No. is. R. Cerufs. 3 ii. 
Mucilag. arab. 3 ii. M. et adde. 
Aq. fontan. deftil. 3 vi. 


No. 16. R. Sacch. faturni. D i. 
Solve in aq. deftil. 3 viii. 


No. 17. Aq. diftill. 3 viii. 
Acet. lythargyr. gutt. xxiv. M. 


When faccharum faturni, or ceruffa acetata, as it'is now termed, can 
be obtained pure, it is perhaps preferable for every purpofe to vinegar of 
lytharge, as being of a more determined ftrength; but it is frequently fo 
much adulterated that it will not diffolve but in very fmall quaantities, 
even in diftilled water. Some of it indeed is fo very infoluble, that an 
ounce of water will not diffolve above a grain of it. By the addition ot 
vinegar this may, it is trues be partly remedied; but vinegar, for many 
purpofes, is not admiffible in fuch quantities as would be necefiary for 
rendering this article much more foluble than we ufually find it. Two, 
three, or more drops of the vinegar of lytharge may be ufed in every 
ounce of injection. Two drops oftem prove fufiicient, but many can 
bear eight or ten. 


The following method of preparing vinegar of lytharge is the beft I 
have met with, It is not very diiferent from the extract of lead of goul- 
ard, but the ftrength of it is more certain. 


R. Lythargiri ib iii. | 
Acet. deftillat. 16 x. cog. leni igne ad. Ib-vi. 
Cola. 


Befides boiling on a flow fire, during which time it ought to be well 
ftirred with a wooden {patula, the whole fhould' be allowed to cool, and 
the faces to fubfide before ftraining. 


Lead diffolved in this manner is eafily mixed with water, and it proves 
to be avery convenient, as well as a very effe€tual method of ufing it. 


No. 18. R. Zinci vitriolat. vulgo vitriol. alb. 3 fs. 
Solve in aq. font. deftillat. 3 xvi. 


Cd 
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No. 19. R. Zinci vitriolat. Di. fam 
Solve in aq. deftillat. 3 x. et adde. . 
Acet, lythargyri gutt. xx. ut. f. injeétio. 


In fome cafes, where thefe articles have excited pain when ufed in this 
manner, they have been rendered perfectly mild by the addition of mu- 
cilage of gum arabic, and in others by camphor. Camphor does not dif- 
folve completely in any watery fluid, but being previoufly well rubbed 
with a few drops of fpirit of wine, as much of it may be mixed with 
the water as to render the other articles much lefs pungent than thev other- 
wife would be. The camphor, however, feparates in fuch quantities as 
renders it neceflary to filter the folution before ufing it. 


Although a precipitation neceflarily takes place from a mixture of vi- 
' triol and faccharum faturni, the following combination of thefe two ar- 
ticles with opium gives a very ufeful form of inje¢tion, 


No. 20. R. Vitriol, alb. 
- Sacchari faturni. aa 3; fs, 
Camphor, 3 i. 
. Opii. D ii. 
Solv. in aq. fontan. bul. 3 xvi. 
Cola. 


No. 21. R. Fol. rofar. rub, % fs. 
Alumen. pur. 5 ii, infund, in aq. bul. 3 xvi. Cola, ut f, ine 
jectio, 


No. 22. R. Balfam copaib. 
Vitell. ovi. aa % fs. M. et adde, 
Infuf. rofar. rubr. 3 xvi. 


No. 23. R. Cap. papaver. alb. 3 iv. 
Rad. althe incif. 3 1. 
Infund. per noctem in aq. bul. ib 1. 
Cola. 


No, 24. R. Hydrargyr. muriat. vulg. mercur. fublimat, corrofiv, 
' g". I. 
Solve in aq. fontan. 3 x. 


No. 25. R. Mercur. fublim. corrof, gr. 1. 
Acet. lythargyr. gutt- xvi. 
Aq. fontan.3 vill. M.S, A. 


No. 26. Mercur, fublimat. corrof. gr. 1. 
Mucilag. arab. 3 ii. 
Aq. fontan. 3 vi. MM. 


Corrofive fublimate diffolved in water proves to be the moft certain, and 
perhaps in every refpect the beft form of a ftimulating injeGion. Some 
have advifed a much ftronger folution than any of thefe, even to the ex- 
tent of a grain of mercury to three or four ounces of water. I fufped, 
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however, that thofe who fecommend it of this ftrength have never made 

ufe of it, at leaft Ihave never met with any who could bear it. - When 

the mercury is combined with water alone, as in No, 24. one grain to 

ten ounces proves fufficiently ftrong; but when mixed with faccharum ®_ 
faturfni, with acetum lythargyri, or with mucilage, as in Nos. 25. and 

26. a grain may be added to fix or eight ounces of water. When mixed 
with either of the two firft of thefe articles, fome part of the mercury 
precipitates, and is therefore loft, and in the other the mucilage tends evi- 
dently to render it lefs adtive. May | 


No. 27. R. Sal. ammon, crud. gr. x. 
Solve in aq. font. 3 x. 


No. 28. R. Ag. fontan. 3 x. 
. Spirit fal. aromat. gutt. lx. M. 


No. 29. R. Ag. fontan. 3 x. 
Sprit. corn. cervi gutt. Ix. M. 


No. 30 R. Formul. inject. No. 23. 3 viii. 
Lixiv. cauftic. gutt, xx. M. 


Ihave frequently found both the volatile and cauftic alkali prove ufeful 
where other injeétions had failed, but we cannot with any certainty point 
out the ftrength for any individual. While one is able to bear ten drops 
to every ounce of water, others cannot bear above three or four: The 
ftrength I have advifed in the three preceding formule proves to be the 
bef for general ufe, but patients are more eafily affeCted with variety in 
the ftrength of thefe injections than of any otherI have ever tried. The 
cauftic alkali may be ufed in water alone; but may be ventured upon in 
larger quantities, and with more fafety, when combined with‘a mucilagin- 
ous infufion. 


No. 31. R. rug. pp". 9". viii. 
- Ol. oliv. Op*. 3 iv. M. 


No. 32. R. Arug. pptt. 3 i. 
tN corn. cerv. 3 iv. 
igere et cola. 
R. Solut. fupr. parat.-gutt. xl. 
Aq. diftillat. 3 x. M. 


Verdigris mixed with oil may be ufed with perfect fafety of the ftrength 
mentioned in No. 31, but as injections prepared with oil prove dirty and 
difagreeable in the application, 1 commonly prefer the form of the reme- 


dy No, 32. 


A much larger proportion of verdigris is commonly advifed, but when 
_ more is employed, it precipitates immediately on being added to the wa- 
ter. Even of this ftrength the precipitation cannot be prevented entirely 
but by adding about a half. more of the volatile alkali.to the filtered fo- 
lution of the verdigris, After filtrating through paper, it two ounces of 
volatile alkali be added to it, no precipitation will take place if diftilled 
water is employed; but in this cafe, a greater quantity of the folution 
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may be added to the fame quantity of water. Inftead of forty drops, 
forty-eight or fifty may be added to ten ounces of. water. 16: sh 


No, 33..R..Aq. fontan. 3 x. ~ 
es Tinétar. cantharid. gutt. Xx- ad xxx. M. 


The three following are prefcriptions for bougies. . 


No. 34. R. Emplaft. diachyl. fimpl. 3 iv. 
Cer. purifs. 3 ifs. 
Ol. oliv. op*. 3 iil. 


No. 35- R. Emplaft. commun, 
Spermat. cat. a a 3 1V. 
Ol. oliv. op’. 3 fs. 
Minii. 3 fs. M. 


No. 36. R Emplaft. commun, 3 vi. 
Cerz flave puriff. 
Spermat, cet. aa 3 ii. 
Ol. oliv. op’. 31. 
Antimon. crud. pp“. 3 fs. M. S. A. 


Any of thefe prefcriptions afford a good compofition for bougies. They 
require tobe flowly melted, and the different articles to be well mixed 
together. No. 34. isthe fimpleft and perhaps the beft, the red lead in No. 
35. and antimony in No. 36, being added chiefly for the purpofe of afford- 
ing variety of colour, No. 37. is acompofition for bougies recommended 
by Mr, John Hunter*, and No- 38. by Mr. Sharpt. 


* No. 3. Take oil of olives three pints, Bees wax one pound, Red 
| lead a pound and a half. Let them be boiled together 
on a flow fire for fix hours. 


No. 38. R. Diachyl. cum pice burgund. 3 ii. 
Argent. viv. 3 i. 
Antimon. crud. pp“. 3 fs. 


The quickfilver to be previoufly diffolved in balfam.of fulphur, or in honey; 
and added to the plafter when melted in a moderate heat. 

Any of thefe compofitions, when boiled to a proper confiftence, will 
anfwer forthe formation of bougies, which is done in the following man- 
ner: While the liquid ftill continues warm, let a piece of fine old linen 
be dipped in it, taking care with a fpatula to cover the whole of it. If 
the melted liquor be of aproper heat, no more of the plafter will adhere 
to the linen than is neceflary ; but as air bubbles are apt to rife and pro- 
duce inequalities on the furface of the cloth, the fpatula made ufe of 
fhould be fomewhat warmer than the plafter, and by meansoft it the whole 
fhould be made as fmooth as poffible. The plafter might indeed be fpread 
entirely with the fpatula ; but this is not only atcended with more trouble, 
‘but it does not cover the cloth with fufficient equality. 


* See Treatife om the Venereal Difeafe, p. 137. es 
+ See Critical Enquiry by Samuel Sharp, F.. R. S. &e. 
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_ The cloth being fufficiently cold; may be immediately formed into 
bougies, and the whole fhould, in the firft place, be cut into the number 
that is meant to be made. The moft exaét method of doing this is by 
means of a fharp pointed knife directed by arule. The pieces fhould be 
élevett iriches in length for bougies of a full fize; but they fhould like- 
wife be kept of all the variety of lengths for ftrictures of different heights 
in the urethra. : s | 


A variety of diretions have been given for the form of bougies. 
Some advife them to be made nearly of an equal thicknefs to within an 
inch of their fmalleft end, and to taper from that to the point, while a 
great proportion of them are made to taper to within an inch or two of 
the point, and the reft of them are cylindrical; I once thought that this 
laft form of bougie was the beft; but after a long courfe of experience 
in this branch of bufinefs, I am now convinced, that bougies, which — 
taper equally from one end to the other, are the beft, and that this form 
anfwers equally well for every variety of fize. They are introduced 
more éafily, and lefs pain than any of the others; the linen fhould there-_. 
fore be cut in fuch a manner as to give this form to the bougies. When 
tightly fpread, and the linen fufficiently fine, a well fhaped bougie will 
be formed of a flip of about five eighths of an inch broad at its largeft 
end, and fomewhat more than three eighths at the fmalleft end. This 
forms a bougie of a middle fize; for particular purpofes they muft be 


 confiderably larger, and for others not fo large by a great deal. 


Thefe flips of linen ate now to be tolled up as neatly as poftible with 
the fingers; and in order to give them a f{mooth polifhed furface, they 
fhould be fmartly rolled between a piece of fmooth hard timber, and a 


plate of fine polifhed marble: This being continued till the whole are 


rendered perfectly {mooth and firm, and their points being properly round- 
ed in order to facilitate their introduction; they are in this flate to be 
kept for ufe. | 


Thefe direGtions will convey an idea of the method of preparing bou- 


_ gies, but no furgeon can ever become fo expert in forming them as thofe 


artifts who are daily accuftomed to prepare them in large quantities. I 
muft here again obfervey however, inaddition to what I had oceafion to 
temark in a former part of this work, that bougies, properly prepared 
with refina elaftica, are preferable, in many circumftances, to fuch as are 
made with any kind of plafter. They not only prove much more dura- 
ble, but more force can be employed with thems and as they do not 
break or crack by remaining in the urethra, they remain in it with lefs 
pain and inconvenience than any other bougie that has yet been in- 
vented. t 
Fy 


‘3 : ‘ ‘ 
. Cat-ouit has frequently been ufed as a bougie; but after various trials 


being given to it, I do not find that it anfwers the purpofe: It cannot be 


made fufficiently fmooth, and it fometimes fwells fo much as to excite a 
good deal of irritation ; and lead, which was oné of the fir& articles ufed 
for bougies, is fo firm that it always creates much pain, while at the fame 


_time it is fo apt to break that different inflances having occured of this 


shappening in the urethra, it has now been lone laid afide: 
f=) 


Vou. I. Hoh 


} 
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The fix following prefcriptions are meant for the removal of warts and 
other excrefcences, and they anfwer equally well whether they proceed 
from Gonorrhcea or Lues Venerea. It would appear, however, that 
there is a material difference between the warty excrefcences which oc- 
cur as a confequence of thefe difeafes, and fuch as we ufually meet with 
from other caufes; for while the former are for the moft part eafily re- 
moved by any of thefe applications, even by the pulvis fabine alone, the 
latter are feldom aéted upon by any of them, if it be not by the itrong 
folution of corrofive fublimate in No. 40. and- of mercury and {pirit of 
nitre, No. 41. both of which are poffeffed of a ttrong degree of caufticity. 


No. 39. R.Sal-ammon. crud. 3 i+ _ 
Solve in acet. diftellat. 3 11. 
Aq. fontan. 3 iv. 


No. 40. R. Hydrargyr. muriat. vulgo merc. fublim. corrof, 
Sal-ammon. crud, aa 3 fs, 
Solve in aq. fontan. 3 1v. 


No. 41. R. Argent. viv. 3 1. 
Solve in fpirit. nitr. fort. 3 ii. 


No. 42. R. Pulv. fol. fabin. 
Calomel. a a. 3 1. M. 


No. 43. R. Pulv. fol. fabin. 
Mercur. fublim. corrof. a a. 3 iii. 


Mercur. precip. rub. 31. M. 


* No. 44. R. Alumen. vft. 
Mercur. precip. rub. a a. 3 i. M. 


The following ‘form of decoétion of farfaparilla and mezereon is of @ 
ftrength which moft people can bear; when a greater proportion of mezé- 
reon is added, it excites ficknefs, and a very difagreeable fenfation in the 
throat. J mention it here as I have had occafion to {peak of it in the pre- 
ceding work; ind I fhall alfo have caufe to refer to it when treating of 
a Lues Venerea. 


No. 45. R. Rad. farfe 3 ii. : 
Cortic. radic. mezer. % ifs. | 
Coq. in ag. fontan. fb iii. ad 16 it. 
Colature, adde. 
Syrup. althez 3 i. 


The following is the Decoétum Lufitanicum, or Lifbon diet-drink. 


No. 46. R. Rad. farfaparil. 
Santal. alb. 
Rubr. a a. 3 iii. 
Rad. glycyriz. 
| Mezerei. a a. 3 fs. 
Ligni rhodii. 
Guagaci. 
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Saflafras. a a. 3 i. 
Antimon. crud. 3 ii. mifce, et infunde in aque fontanz 
bullientis. ib x. per horas xxiv. dien, coque ad it v. 
5 colaturz capiat a 1b ils. ad, tb iv. quotidie. 
Vel R. Rad. farfaparille. 
Ligni faffafras. 
Ligni fantal, rubri. 
Guagaci aa. 4 iil. 
Cortic. rad. mezer. 3 1. 
Semin. corriand. 3 vi. 
Cog. in ag. fontan. ib xx. ad fb x, 
Sumat Ib fs. ter quaterve indies. 


Unguentum e calce zinct. 


No. 47. R. Olei olivarum opt. 3 ill. 
Cere albz. 
Sperm. cetz aa 3 ill. 
Leni calore liquefc. dein adde, florum zinci i fs, 


Unguentum ¢ lapide calaminare. 


No, 48. R. Olei oliv. opt. 3 iii. 
.\Cerxalbe.’3 ifs. cia 
Sperm. ceti. 3 fs. 
Lapid. calamin. pp". 3 v. M.S, A, 





Vi Tv. 


| HE following Appendix contains formula of all the medicines enu- 
merated in the fecond volume, as well as of fome others occafionally em- 
ployed by other practitioners in the cure of Lues Venerea, 


No. 1. Emplaftrum hydrargyri, vulgo, Emplaftrum cerule- 


um, vel mercurtale. Ph. Edin. \ 


R, Olei olivarum. : 
Refine albe utriufque partem unam. 
Hydrargyri partes tres. 
Emplaftrilythargyri partes fex. 


Cum oelo et refina, liquefactis fimul, et dein refrigeratis, teratur hydrar. 
gyrus, donec evanefcant globuli; tum pa aulatim addatur emplaftrum ly- 
thargyri liquefattum, et omnia accurate mifceantur, | < 


a 


_ 


‘ene 
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Unguentum hydrargyn Sortius; vulgo, Unguentum mercuriale, 
Pharm. Lond. 


No. 2. Hydrargy r. purif. P. libras duas. 
3 - Adepis fuille preparate P. uncias tres et viginti. 
Sevi ovilli preparati P, unciam unam. 


Tere primum hydrargyrum cum fevoet tantifo adepis fuille, donec glo- 
buli vifum fugerint 5 dein adde quod reliquum eft adipis, ut fiat Easvcntam, 


Unguentum hydrargyri mitius. 


R. Unguentum hydrargyri fortioris partem unam. 
Adepis fuille preparate partesduas, mifce. 


No. 3° Pilula hydrargyrt, pee Pilula mercuriales. Pharm. 


Ne 


R. Hydrargyri. 
Manne, utriufque unciam unam, pulveris glycyrrhize uncias 
/duas. . 


‘Tere hydrargyrom cum manna in mortario vitreo, donee illins globuli vi- 
fum penitus effugerint, addito prout opus fuerit, mucilaginis gummi ara- 
bici aliquantulo; dein pulverem glycyrrhize adjice, et aqua fiat mafia, 
ftatim dividenda in pilulas quadringentas oGtoginta xquales, 
No. 4. Solutio mercurit gummofa, vulgo. Plenk’s folution. 
R. Mercurii vivi depuratiffimi 3 1. 
om Arabici 3 ii. 


‘Terantur invicem in mortareo lapideos addito medio, cochleari, aqua 
fumariz, donec mercurits penitus difpareat i in mucum. Exaéte fubactis 
eae fenfim conterendo. 


pees kermefini 3 fs. 
sae w2 fumariz 3 viil. 
Se 


mane et vefpere, cochlearia duo. 


Solute Mercuri Alia. 


R. figdearey ke purifs, 3 ii, 
Gummi Arabici % fs, 


Terantur invicem in mortareo lapideo, addite medio, cochleari aqui, 
donec hydrargytus in mucum difpareat. Huic fubacto adde, 


Aquz fontane 3 1X. 
No. 5. Mel Mercuriale. 


R. Mellis ; 
Hydrargyri, utriufque unciam, : 


> ae 
_ 


, Ns ad — A 
3 fi a 
" ' 
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‘Yerantur in mortareo rharmoreo donec Bystatgyy globuli non amplius 
appara 


No. 6. Hydrargyrus cum creta, vulgo, Mercurius alkah/fatus, 
Ph. Lond. 


R. Hydrargyri purificati uncias tres. 
Cretz preparate uncias quinque. ‘1 
Tere fimul, donec globuli vifnm fugerint. 


No. 7. Hydrargyrus calcinatus, vulgo, Mercurius calcinatus. 
Ph. Lond: 


R. Hydrargyri purificati libram unam. 

Hydrargyroum in cacurbita vitrea, cui fundus planior fit, in 
balneo arena, caloris 600°, expone, donec in pulverem 
rubrum concreverit. 


No. 8. Hydrargyrus muriatus corrofivus, vulgo, Mercurius 
Jublimatus corrofivus. Ph. Ed. 


R. Hydrargyri. 

Acidi nitroci diluti, utriufque uncias quatuor. 
Muriz exficcatz, 

Ferri vitriolati exficcati, utriufque uncias quinque. 


Solvatur hydrargyrus in acido nitrofo, et vaporet folutio in maffam albam 
penitus ficcam; dein adde muriam-et ferrum vitriolatum. Bene contrita 
et commixta indantur phialz, quam fere dimidiam impleant; et ex arena, 
primum igne leni, poftea fenfim aucto, fublimentur. 


No. 9. Hydrargyrus muriatus mitis, vulgo, Calomelas, five 
mercurtus dulcts. 


R. Hydrargyri muriati corrofivi, in mortario vitreo triti un- 
clas quatuor, 
Hydrargyri uncias tres cum femiffe. 


Terantur fimul in mortario vitreo ad extinctionem hydrargyri; pulvifque 
phiale oblong, cujus tertiam tantum impleat partem, inditus, ex arena 
calida fublimatur, Sublimatione peracta confractaque phiala, pulvis ru- 
bens circa fundum et albicans circa collum ejus pariter rejiciendus eft, 
mafia vero reliqua, ter quatuorve denuo fublimando, et in pulverem te- 
numiflimum terenda. 


No. 10. Solutio mercuri_[pirituofa. 


R. Mercur, fublimat. corrof, gr. x. 
Solue in fpirit. vin. gallic 3 Xvi. 
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No. 11. = Palula@ e mercurto Sublimato corrofivo. — 


R, Mercurii fublimati corrofivi. 

Salis ammoniaci, utriufque grana decem, 
;  Aque diftillate drachmam. 

Confervz rofarum {crupulos duos. 


Pulveris radicis glycyrhize, q, f, ut f. maffa in pilulas ottas 
ginta dividenda, 


we 


R. Mercurii fublimati corrofivi {crupulum unum. 
Solve in aque calcis libram unam, 


No. 12. Aqua phagadenica. 


No. 13. Hydrargyrus nitratus ruber, vulgo, Meneheaus prece- 
. pitates ruber. Ph. Edin. 


R, Hydrargyri. 
Acidi nitri diluti, utriufque libram unam, 


Solvatur hydrargyrus, lentoque igne vaporet folutio in maffam albam 
ficcam ; que in pulverem contrita, et cucurbite vitree indita, torreatur 
igne, fenfim aucto, materia aflidue bacillo vitreo agitata ut equaliter in- 
calefcat, donec ejus pauxillum, cochleari vitreo exemptum et refrigera. 


tum, fquamulas fplendentes rubras exhibeat. ‘Tum vas ab igne removea- 
tur. 


No. 14. Unguentum Hydrargyrt Nitratt, vulgo, unguentum 
Citrinum. 


Hydrargyri unciam unam. 
Acidi nitrofi, uncias duas. 
Axungie porcine libras duas, 


Digere hydrargyrum cum acido nitrofo fuper arenam calidam, ut fiat fo- 
jutio, quam calidiffimam adhuc mifce cum axungia porcina liquefa¢ia, et 


denuo frigefcente ; ftrenue dein mifturam fubige in mortario vitreo, ut 
fiat unguentum. 


No. 15. Hydrargyrus preecpitatys cinereus, vulgo, Pulvis mer= — 
curit cenereus. Ph. Edin. 


R. Hydrargyri. 
Acidi notrofi diluti, paria pondera. 


Mifce ut folvatur hydrargyrus, folutum aqua pura dilu et adde aqux am- 


monie quantum fatis fit ad hydrargyrum_ penitus ab acido liberandum ; 
pulvis dein aqua pura lavetur et exficcatur. 


7 
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% INOS 16. Hydrargyrus vitriolatus flavus vulgo, Turpethum mi- 
nerale. Ph. Lond» =| 7. 


R, Hydrargyri purificati libram unam. 
Acidi vitriolici uncias quindecem. 


Mifta in vafe vitreo, gradatim incalefcant donec coéant, et materia igne 
acri penitus exficcetur. Hezc, plurima aqua diftillata calida affufa, ftatim 
flavefcety et in pulverem fatifcet, pulverem tere cum hac aqua in mortario 
vitreo. Poftquam pulvis fubfederit aquam effunde, et aqua diftillata lava 
materiem donec faporis expers fuerit. | 


No. 17. Prlule e mercurto acetato, vulgo, Trochifct Key/feri. 


-R. Mercurii acetati. 

Mannz purif, 

Pulv. gum. arab. utriufque 3 1. 

Aquz rofz, q. i. ut f. maffa in pilulas fexaginta dividenda, 


No. 18. Pilula e mercurio tartarifota. 


R. Mercurii tartarifat. 3 1. 

Puly, rad. glycyrhiz. 

Conferv. rofz. utriufque 3 il. | 

ce: gum. arab, q. f. ut f. maffa in pilulas fexaginta divi« 
enda. 


v 


No. 19. Gargarijina e borace. 


R. Borac, purif. 3 i. oe 
Soly. in aque fontanz bullientis libram unam, et adde. 
Mellis optim. uncias duas. 


No. 20: Pilule Plummeri. 


R. Calomelanos, 
Sulphuris aurat. autimon, utriufque unciam. 
Confery. Rofar. q. {. ut fiat maffa. 


No. 21. Decoétum ligni guagact. | 


R. Rafur. ligni guajac. 3 ifs. 

Rad. glycyrhize 3 {s. 

Cog. in aq. fontane Ib 11, ad Ib ifs. 
Colature adde. 

Sacchari, q. fi 


No. 22. | Decottum farfaparille. 


R, Radicis farfaparilla fiffee 3 iii. 
Aguz bullientis libras tres. 





—— oF eee 
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Tnfandantur er horas quatuor, dein expreffo liquore probe contunhdatur 
tadix, cui it adjice liquorem, Macera per haras feptem; poftea coqu¢ 
ad libras duas, et fortiter expremendo cola. | 


No. 


a 


No. 


No. 


235.  Decoflum rad. mezeret. 


R. Corticis radicis mezereiy drachmam, 

Radicis glycitrhize, drachmas duas. 

Aq. fontane libras tres. * 
Cogue ad libras duas. 

Colature adde. i 
Syrup: althee unciam unam. Saf 


24. Pulvis ipecacuanhe compofitus, vulgo, Pulvis Dé- 
vert, Pharm. Lond. 


R. Ipecacuanhe. . i 
Opii purificati duri, fingulorum in pulverem tritorem drach-« 
mam unam. fs 
' Kali vitriolati in pulverem triti unciam unam. Mifces 4 
" | 
7) ae Unguentum mercuriale album. * 


R. Unguent. fimplic. Ph. Edin. uncias duas. . 
Calomelanos drachmas duas. Mifce. 


26. Unguentum mercurtale rubrum. 
we 
R. Unguent. Barfillic. Pharm, Edin. unciam unams 
Mercur. precip. rub. ppt. drachmas duas, Mifce. 


276 Unguentum ex ALrugines 
R. Unguent. bafilic. Pharm. Edin. unciam uname 
fEruginis puly. ferupulum unum. Mifce. ‘en 
. TS ae 
28. Unguentum faturninum, Pharm. Lond. bs 


‘R. Ceruffe acetate drachmas duas. 
Cerz albe P. uncias duas. 
Olei olive M. libram dimidiam. 


= ve 5 ° e é . °. ae 4 
, Cernflam,acetatam, in pulverem tritam, cum aliqua olei parte conteré ; 


deinde eam cere, cum oleo reliquo liquifaéte, adde. Mifturam agita 
donec refrixerit. | ; 


No. 29. Linimentum cere Pharm. Lond. 





R. Cere albz P. uncias quatuor, 
Spermatis ceti P. uncias tres. 
Olei olive M, libram unam. 
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